· Nick Haywood Quartet at Bennetts Lane Jazz Club March 1, 2015
 
· Research Background
 
· There has been much research around improvisation from the perspective of the individual but very little discussion on the impact of the individual o the ensemble as a whole.  It is this impact on the group that needs to be both identified and codified.
 
· Research Contribution
 
· Performances by the Nick Haywood Quartet investigate key factors related to successful collaborative group improvisations. These factors, referred to as “Key Concepts” in my PhD research are developed and investigated within and after each performance by the quartet.  The results are heard in both performance and recordings, with the outcomes shared through both my teaching and publications.  Further to this, I have begun to develop improvised music ensembles with younger musicians, and the research outcomes of the Nick Haywood Quartet are passed on to these ensembles.  This is then passed on through the wider contributions of these younger players.
 
· Research Significance
 
· The significance of this research is that it investigates the group dynamic on the individual in jazz performance.  This aspect of improvised music has very little academic investigation. A significant gap in the research is filled with this study.  Its value is attested to by the following indicators:  the ensemble’s CD release, 1234, was the recipient of the Australian Jazz Award (Bell Award) for Best Australian Contemporary Jazz Album and the APRA Art Music Award for Excellence in Jazz.  Both of these awards are peer assessed and awarded.  Outcomes from the research have recently been selected for a book chapter in a peer-reviewed book focused on creative research in Australian music.
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