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Research Background 
Theatre has long attempted to intervene in social and political identity and to instigate change. Currently, Australian society is torn between progressive and radical versions of Islam. Drawing on extensive research of Islam and the Qu’ran, and based on interviews of practising Muslims Islamophilia investigated how theatre could contribute to the debate.
Research Contribution 
Islamophilia is an original play script that was performed over a 2-week season at the Lawler Theatre, Southbank Centre in Melbourne.
Its major research contribution is to draw parallels between the German Romantics (specifically the Jena Circle) and the ideals of the ijtihad movement of progressive Islam. 

Research Significance 
Islamophilia was curated by one of Australia’s leading theatre companies: Melbourne Theatre Company (MTC) for a season at the Lawler Theatre, Southbank. 
Dr Chris Mead (Literary Director, MTC) commented that the play embraced ‘the complex hermeneutics of the Koran, and of its place in, and comprehension, or otherwise, by contemporary Western society. We also found its pedagogy, and dramaturgy, impressive. There is genuine ambition here, and a desire to, find the right way to tell this story as good drama’. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The production as reviewed by Narelle Wood from TheatrePress who concluded: 
‘Educational, thought-provoking and at times confronting, this is an important play that gives a strong voice to the intricacies, beauty and nuances of Islam. Intense and intriguing, Islamophilia is one of those plays that will still have you thinking well after it ends’.





