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This soundscape composition involves the use and combination of a number of compositional methods within an overarching framework of a sonic narrative underpinned by modified field samples. The samples were collected as part of the CSIRO and Sens-T Derwent River heavy metals research project. “Instruments” were created utilizing sampled sounds from Derwent river field recordings. These include above and underwater recordings from the areas surrounding the oyster beds that form the focus of the scientific component of the project. These field recordings were edited and processed to provide a range of “instrument” timbres for use in the composition. These were not produced randomly but were based on existing “elements” of the field recordings such as “water” from the river, “wood” from water craft and moorings, “air” from gulls and wind and “mechanical” such as cavitation and motor noises from water craft.

Research Contribution 
The work’s unique approach coalesces potentially disparate compositional tools and sound sources aiming to present a musical piece that satisfies the requirement for a sonic narrative while at the same time utilizing samples and an aesthetic that link it to its scientific field-work origins. This collaboration uniquely combines the scientific field data as a foundational creative artefact as well as providing a more aesthetically focused representation of the research with both an interpretive and explicative intention.

Research Significance 
The sound installation was accepted and installed by the original research team and MONA. The work’s final application/performance is as a sound installation at the oyster crypt at MONA at which broad aspects of the oyster/heavy metals research project are presented. Subsequent to the opening of the crypt there was also a public performance of the work with the addition of two live improvising performers at the MONA main stage. It has now been playing continuously for almost three years.
