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Abstract of Thesis

The British Army of the 1820's was not trained for counter-insurgency
duties to operate in small detached parties. Their role in the campaign
against the Aborigines was to aid the civil power, and tensions and
inefficiencies resulted when troops were directed and commanded by
civilians. The colonial garrison was commanded by an experienced
soldier and administrator, Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur. He
exercised a dual civimilitary function ensuring all resources were
integrated thwough an administrative system centred on his police
districts. By 1830, Arthur sought a solution to the Aboriginal problem
based on a dual strategy of conciliation in the fribal lands, and use of

military force, to expel the natives from the settled areas.

The Aborigines developed formidable skills as guerilla fighters, and
their tactics took advantage of their enemies’ weapons limitations. With
loss of traditional hunting grounds, the Aborigines were forced to rely on
raiding settlers’ huts for supplies. This generated siwronger counter-
measures, such as martial law in 1828 and the Black Line in 1830, which
was the climax of the counter-insurgency campaign. This was a sweep
and cordon operation, combining troops, and civilians who were called
out under a /fewy en masse under Army command. The troops, now

under command of their own officers, were disciplined and efficient.

Opinions differ in contemporary and historical writings, concerning the
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Black Line, as 1o whether it was a ‘fiasco’ or, in terms of Arthur's dual
sirategy, a success. As he did not achieve his military aim to confine the
Abaorigines in Tasman's Peninsula, the Line was a failure, but due to
Walpole's contact, it was not a total faillure, and as it was meticulously
planned and executed, the term fiasco' is inappropriate. As the Line
directly assisted the conciliatory arm of the dual strategy, it contributed to

Arthur's long term goal.

Almost a mythology has developed over aspects of the Line. Arthur
distorted fact in insisting that Walpole's contact, and the presence of
- convicts with the Aborigines, led to the failure of his military objective.
Without recognising the temper of the times, and that the Line was
Arthur's only remaining military option, the fiasco’ school of writers has
unfairly branded the Black Line as a foolish enterprise. Historians’
statements of numbers deployed on the line vary considerably, a minor,
but pertinent example of how an emror can develop by uncritical

acceptance of one primary source.

The counter-insurgency campaign in the police districte and on the
Black Line, while being a minor footnote in the annals of the British Army,
is a significant but often misunderstood or forgotien phase of Tasmanian
history. It deserves more recognition by Tasmanian and Australian

military historians.
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introduction

During the 1820's, rapid pastoral expansion radiating outwards from
Hobart Town and Launceston, aggravated an already unhappy
relationship belween whites and blacks. Tensions led to open warfare.
Much has been written about the plight of the Tasmanian Aborigines in
this period, but little about the history of the British Army and the counter-
insurgency campaign in Van Diemen’s Land, which is the subject of this

thesis.

The character, role, organization and command of the British Army in
Van Diemen's Land, and its relationship with the colonial inhabitants,
provide a background to its taske during the counter-insurgency
campaign.  As the Aboriginal threat developed, so too did the tempo of
operations, with the troops increasingly aiding the civil power. Factors
such as dual civil/military command, co-operation in police districts with
magistrates, field police and roving patrols, also administrative matters
such as discipline and re-supply are considered. A similar examination
is made of their opponents. Unforiunately, the Aboriginal concept of
operations, motivation to continue a desperate guerilla campaign, and
concerns such as safe arecas and logistical problems, can only be

assessed from European primary source material.
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A soldier, His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, Colonel George

Arthur was responsible for the government’s responses to the increasing
threat posed by the Aberiginal guerillas which included the declaration of
martial law in 1828 and the Black Line in 1830. The Black Line was
Arthur's major military effort which he both planned and commanded.
Strong and conflicting views have been expressed about this operation,
and in assessing its results, both short term military aims and longer term

goals are examined throuigh contemporary and historical writings.

This counter-insurgency campaign in the late 1820's and early 1830's
deserves study as it was a war of survival for both Aberigines and
colonists, and is a significant part of Tasmania's colonial history. For
Australian military history, the Black Line deserves due recognition as the
largest warlike operation on the continent prior to the defence of northern
Australia in 1942.



CHAPTER 1
The British Ammny and Service in Yan Diemen’s Land

British infantry regiments, or their detachments, provided the internal-
security elements of the colonial garrison in Van Diemen’s Land, and are
the focus of this study. In the late 1820's a regiment of foot consisted of
ohe battalion only.1 Regiments involved with the history of Tasmania at
this time were:- |

A40th (or 2nd Somersetishire) Regiment of Foot2 (182410 1829)3

57th {or the West Middlesex) Regiment of Foot (1825 to 1832)

63rd (or the West Suffolk) Regiment of Foot (182910 1833)

17th (or the Leicestershire) Regiment of Foot (183010 1836).

These were fline regiments’ as opposed to Guards Regiments and the

1 As opposedtomulti-baltelion regimental organizations during the Mapoleonic Wers,
andin subsequent pesiods. For example, Lisutenant-Govemnor Sithur, served inthe 2nd
Battalion, then 1st Baktalion of 35th (Roval SussexjRegiment of Foot.
2 L of the Wi ars of ihe Ay and Bovel Awsnes o Pl Relved avd Hal Fayg
wAfdey 8257 [shottie: Awmdis F857), (WarOffice, 1827), pp.205, 231, 239
and 176 respectively, for officiel regimental titles. The 40thand 63rd Regiments are more
closelyinvolved in Tasmendan military history. Both had their headquarters inthe colony.
The 40th being first re giment to do so.
3 G.Odgers, <maedustnls ardusia’edHistons [Frenchs Forest, 1988}, p.17. For
dates, in brackets, that the regiment served in the Austrelian colonies, not specifically in
Yan Diemen’s Land.
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Rifle Brigade. The organization of a line regiment is shown as Figure 1.4

From 1825, six to eight of a regiment's companies were designated
‘service companies’ which accompanied it overeas, while the ‘depot
companies’ remained in Great Britain taining recruits.  Additional
designations were applied to the service companies, with the Grenadier
and Light Companies known as flank companies® and the remainder as
‘battalion companies’. Troops of the Light Company who were trained for
skirmishing, may have been preferred for patrolling and bush work.
Local inhabitants of Hobart Town were certainly aware of the distinctions
between companies, with Reverend Robert Knopwood noting the
departure of the 40th Regiment’s Light Company, and later, the arrival of

the 63d Regiment's Grenadier Company.6  Only one contemporary

4 Figure 1 based on:

- slumelisl 1857, op.oR, passim.

-N. Laonard wm'm’médmu} Hegresledin Colow Fhalogrphs, [London, 1994]),
pp.10and 13.

-C. Bamelt, SvilairandfHardmae 75007878 [London, 1970), p.3086.

- Regineria! Sardizg Cvders ofthe Severdearith Reginerd, Nath 182 {pard
phecwred) [Sydney, 1831), [shottile: S 2ABegineay Sarrdizg Qvders), p49. For
detail: coloursergeant and ‘squad’ organization, but not for drummer, which appointment
is presumed to mak e up a discrepancy of one soldier between this and the company
organization giveninthenextreference. /24 Feginery Rarrding Crders bycowtesy
of Mewarke House Museum, The Newarke, Leicester.

~H.H. Woollight, /R meafihe ADe-Severdlt West Middiessx i Regiveers of Foo,

FA55- 188 F [London, 1893), pp.224-225. BycowtesyNalional ArmyMuseun, London,
(MN.AM.).

~P. Stantey, “OHI The sufferings of my men”. The 80th Regiment in New South
Walesin 1838°, e Pusd o The Susd, Mo 11, [November, 1981), pp.2-3,and
useful regimental organization diagram [Pegimental Socielycica 18387, p 4.

- Hodard Towr Cowrgr, [shottile: A 7.C), 51901829, p.2, one of severalrepoits on
reductions to Army establishments.

~-GenemiNote: Thereare apparent discrepancies betweenH.T.C., C. Bamett and
H.H. Woollight, regarding the date and degree towhich baktalion strmgths wereraduced
during the 1520%, which crestes uncertainties in Figure 1.
8 TheGrenadier Companywas ususliymade up of the baktalion’s taller and stronger
men {the onginal concept was that theythrewthe grenades]. The Light Company
personnel were better shots and were trained to skimish ahead of theline.
6 R.Knopwood, Fae e ofibeReverandRobent Rinopwood IS03- 1838 M.
Micholls {ed.), Hobat, 1977}, p.524 for40th Regiment’s Light Companyand p.540for
63rd Regiment’s band, and “part of the Ganideer[sic] Comparyy.”
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reference has been noted in the colony to employment involving the

Light Company and elements of the Grenadiers.?

The progression of a soldier through companies of a regiment is
illustrated by the career of John Clarke, who enlisted into the 17th
Hegiment in Leicester, in July 1829. After eight weeks of drill at a depot
in Chatham, he was sent 1o Hobart Town as a “trained soldier” 10 join &
service company where his training would be broadened by experience 8
He was aged seventeen.® The Army John Clarke joined was made up
from two different strata of British society. The soldiers came from the
disadvantaged lower classes, described by the Duke of Wellington in

1831, as “the very scum of the earth.10  Officers were drawn from the

7 Archives Office of Tasmania (A.0.T ), Bellivels The Canpaigr aferihe Nalives iy
834 Colonial Secretary’s Office [C.5.0.), 11324, File 7578, Yol.9, SectionD, “Mames
etc. of different Paties out ontheline *, no pagelfolio number{short title: CS0 17324 D).
“Field State of aDetachment 63rd Fegiment Serving in Yan Diemerr’s Land. Sorell Town.
26th Movember 1830"lists strengths onthe Black Line including Grenadiers [ 1 Sergeont
and 35 Privates) and “Capt. Mahon's Lt Coy[Light Company]*[2 Officers, 6 NC.Os, 2
Drummers, 49 Privales].

Note: C.5.0. 11324 slso conteins Sections &, B, C,ond E. These arelisted below

and theirshort title shown. None have page orfolio numbers.
Section A Proceedings of, andletters wilten by The Lt Govemor,”[short title:
C.5.0. 1324 A).

Section B: "MajorDouglas’s Hepoits,”[shot title: C.5.0. 11324 B).

Section C. "Repoits etc of The Comnissarial Officers,”{shorttitle: C.5.0. 11324 C).

Section E: "Miscellaneous letters &Repoits,*[shottile: C.5.0. 1324 E).
8  J.Claske, “Adventures of a L eicestershire Yeteran®, in T.H. Guffie fcompiler], Sané
&1 File, Tive Connont Sofdieral Fesce s Wiy Fo¥ 19 54 (London, 1964, p.174.
Alzo p418 forClarke’s brief biographical details. He servedinthe 17th Regiment from
1829%to 1852, being discharged as a Colour-Sergeant. Australian Joint Copying Project
[AJ.C.PJ, WarOffice (W.0) 12Reel 3749, Piece 3434 for Clarke’s pay details on
enlistment.
9 indabelical Lint of Persarveed § AL soestashivel Reginery, ISF0- 1837 New
Sowh Whies g Ve l¥emerry Land(shot itle: JAARegine® Alphatelival LY,
seventeen page print-out, supplied byMewasrke House Museum, The Newarke,
Leicester, third page. Clarke’s regimental numberwas 750. Asthere were bwo others of
the same name inthe 17thPegiment, he is shown inthisrecord as John Clarke [3). His
age on aival inthe colonyis listed.
10 P.Henry, 5th Eadl of Stanhope, Aades of comvarsaliorss wihibe Dube of Yalirglor

FEFI-FE5E [Fascimile 1888 NewYork, 1973), p.18.
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upper-middle class,1 where social status as a ‘gentleman’, patronage

and mohey were prerequisites for promotion. Officers  usually
‘purchased’ entry into the service and their subsequent promotiong.12
For line regiments in 1821, it cost 453 pounds to purchase a first
appointment as ensign, and 4500 pounds for a promotion from major to
lieutenant colonel.13  Where there was no vacancy on establishment in
his own regiment, an officer seeking promotion would transfer to another.
Major Joseph Logan, of the Rifle Brigade, who fought at Waterloo, bought
his rank of lieutenant colonel, as Commanding Officer of the 63rd
Regiment, effective from 17th December 1829.14  Logan finally joined his
new command when the Aope/ Gearge reached Hobart Town on the
18th October 1830.18

The chasm between the privileged officers and the lowly soldiers was
filled by the backbone of the British Army - the nonh commissioned officers
(N.C.O.'s). Feared and respected by their subordinates, Wellingion
commented that British N.C.O.'s did all that the commissioned officers in
the Line were expected, but failed to do.16  Their unique position was
noted in the 7% Regiments Standing Crolers which stated that a bad

example set by an N.C.O,, “will have a more demoralizing effect than it

11 DC.Dougles (gen.ed.), ShalssrdsfamaRocwners. 7831832 A Aspinall
and E.A. Smith{eds.), [London, 1971), p.853.

12 There were exemptions Lo ‘purchase’, in paticular, because of casualliesinthe
Mapoleonic Wars. Note: C.Bamett, { op.of, p.238) points out thel forthe Roval Atillery
and Roysl Engineer officers, underthe administration of the Board of Ordnance, there
was no purchase’.

13 DCDouglas, op.of, p.863. Limitalions appliedinthe 1820 as to the minimum
age forfirst appointment and time inrank before promotion.

14 dupedisd 7834 p.233. Note:front pages of copy missing, but presumably similar
bibliography to dwnediad: J827 and AT O, 10011830, p.2. "to be Lieut.Col. by
purchase.”

18 7.0, Supplement of 1801041830, p.1.

16 P .Henry, so.of, p.17.
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would from those of higher rank " 17

Private soldiers had no privileges or status. Wellington wrote that
because of the unpopularity of the Army with the British public, recruits
were as hard to get in 1829, as they had been in periods of great national
threat during the Napoleonic Wars.1®8  This was due to the inadequate
pay, harsh conditions of service, and severe discipline imposed on
goldiers.1®  For example, in the peacetime Army, until 1847, the terms of
enlistment were “for life” 20 with flogging a common form of punishment.
In 77% Hegimemt Standing rakrs, Officers Commanding companies
could order this punishment for “trifling offences according to a scale”. It
was the Drum Major's responsibility to provide the instruments of
punishment.2!  In peacetime, soldiers serving outside Great Britain on
colonial service, were subject 10 a wartime disciplinary code, the Arpofes
of War-.22  In Corporal William Keevers's Account Book (soldier's record
and paybook), issued by the 17th Regiment, there is a list of twelve
offences under these Articles for which a quilty soldier could receive a
capital sentence.23 The conditions under which soldiers served were in
many ways worse than those of the convicts, who, with good behaviour

were encouraged to improve thelr situation, and ultimately be

17 tRhFRegimerd Starvdling Cvders, op.of, p.33.

18 DC.Douglas, so.of, p.868. Memorandum by Wellington deted 22041829,

19 C.Bamelt, go.of, pp.278-282, provide the sad picture of the post Napoleonic War
amy.

0 Adarres’ of Ailaryr Lang [London, 1914), p. 159,

2 A Reginend Nandiwg vders, ep.of, pp.58-59.

2 A of Aiiltaey Lave opoF, pp.13-14, paticwlarty p. 14 (paragraphs 31and 32).
23 Australian WarMemaonial (AWM.), Fasers of Ct W Keevers, A Regimen of
Foal 3DRL. 6687. His regimental number was 840 [listed as regimental number 804,
with spelling of "Kievers'in 17th Regimental Alphabetical List, 10th page]. Keevers, a
Peninsulaand Wakerloo veteran, transferred a3 an experienced corporal tothe 17th
Regiment on st January 1831, Fortransfer delails: D. Murphy, Sewcemalena’ 7%
i gieestarBegimers, AWM., MS 1169,
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pardoned.24 Because of arduous conditions, some soldiers deliberately

committed offences in the hope of escaping the Army by being
gentenced to ransportation. This may have been the reason for a soldier
of the 57th, in transit to Hobart Town, striking his sergeant. In
commenting on this case, the Abbwy 7Toun Cowry stated: “it was

thought [he] would sufier death from a file of musqueteers.”26

In Great Britain, many officers and soldiers viewed service in the
distant and harsh Australian colonies with disfavour, where guarding
convicts was not considered a soldierly duty.26 There were 22
desertions from the 17th Regiment during the three months in which the
regiment was warned for duty in New South Wales, as opposed to four
desertions in the previous quarter2?  Lieutenant Colonel John Austin,
exchanged into the regiment as Commanding Officer from hali-pay on
the 30th July 1829, his headquarters received official notification of the
regiment’s colonial tour on the 7th August, and he retired on 13th August
182926  General officers also viewed the Australian colonies with
disfavour, disliking losing good regiments to that station. General Sir
Charles Napier, in an 1840 letter 1© the Commanding Officer of the 96th
Regiment, wrote: “The 96th melt away by degrees to New South Wales,

24 AMnonesiBecords of Aesials, Sereslll, Yol. ¥, [shorttitle: A5 1, Yol. V),
(Sydney, 1922), pp.680-681, paragraph 6, for Athur's view on convict incentives.

26 HFC, 1H1001829, p.2. This wes acapital offence underthe Asticles of War.

26 M. Austin, Fheslmme irslusinls FPIESE FPrefudelothe Golderr Feas, [Canbena,
19749), p.23.

27 Wuster Sook and FayiReltwns, T Reginerd. WO, 12, Reel 3749, Piece 3434,
For period 25th June - 24th September 1829[22 desertions and 1 ransported) and 25th
kay - 24th Jurne 182904 desedions).

28 EAH. Webb, dAfsionyof Fhe Services of The TR The Laestersivel
Reginary, Codainiag andecowst of the Fommaliorn of the Reginerd it 1693, ard of ¥
[ﬁﬁm?ﬁﬁﬁ' Services, Rewsed e Cordimvedie F2FE (London, 1911}, p. 129,
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and they threaten to take the 20th."2®  This ‘meliing away’ refers to

battalions being sent out to New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land in
small guard detachments on convict transpoits. It took the 57th Begiment
from 1824 1o 1826 to concentrate in Ausiralia30 Al a personal level,
Private Clarke sailed from Woolwich on the Afesdis 31 a member of a
17th Regiments' detachment of two sergeants and 27 soldiers under
command of Lieutenant Ball, guarding 200 male convicts. The Al
departed Plymouth on 6th April 1830, and after a passage of 112 days
without major incident or convict deaths 32 arrived in the Derwent on 12th
August 183032 Clarke felt the isolation of Van Diemen's Land from his
home as he noted that Hobart Town was “17000 miles” away. Under the
circumstances of slow re-deployments, it was difficult for Commanding
Officers to command their units effectively. This was further complicated
where regiments had companies serving in different Australian colonies.
Lieutenant General Darling, the Governor of New South Wales, noted in
a letter 10 London that “much inconvenience is experienced by

Regiments being divided in this manner."34

Although Van Diemen's Land was politically separated from New

29 Liewt-Genersl Shadwell, C.B., FAe Li'e of Colir Campbel L ord Chde, Buslnled
S Exdrands o i85 L and Cavesporngérie s, Yol |, [Edinburgh, MDCCCLXKXI
[1881]), p.923.

30 HH.Woolkight, sp.of, p.224. The first contingent saltedin October 1824 andthe
lastin Movember 1825. Forregiments, the nommal cycle of dutytours wasthe United
Kingdom, tothe Australian Colonies thence to india, before retuming to England.

31 J Clake, ag.of, p. 174, Clarke mis-spelt the ship’s name as Mdais? Details of the
escont from & F0, 144811830, p.2.

32 C.Baleson, Fae O Shins I78F-1868 [Glasgow, 1959), pp.310-311for
sailing details and p.332forno deaths. Asthe authormek es no specific reference to this
voyage, it was presumedto be free of anymajorincident.

33 g, pp.310-311, Thisis confimed bythe shipping detailsin & 7.C, 14811830,
p.2,andthe F28Fepinardsl Yophabelica L) third page.

3 Fasmarsrrborigizes, Mernacelo Publc Sa'ely Sovermar: Despalohes, Vol 18
arrggryoded F8FE Mitchell Library [M.L.), Localion No. 1208, Reel CY541, p.121.
Letter Dagling toHay, 17111831,
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South Wales in December 1825, the Governor of the latter colony

retained the ftitles of Governor of Van Diemen's Land and Commander of
the Troops in the Australian Colonies38 By appointment, Lieutenant
General Darling was the superior military officer to Colonel George
Arthiur, the Lieutenant-Governor of Van Diemen’s Land. The record
shows that this command relationship was a grey area. Exercising his
independent political right, Arthur often communicated on military matters
directly to the Colonial Office in London (then combined with the War
Department), requesting increases 10 his colonial garrison.3¢  In another
instance Arthur wrote to Darling, requesting, through him, approval from
London to reinforce the 63rd Regiment by sending out its depot
companies, and transferring its service company from Swan River to his
command.3?7 Apparently Arthur used, or abused, this chain of command
in order to achieve the best result as presented by circumstance and
personality. In a letter to Darling's successor, Major General Sir R.
Bourke, Arthur wrote, “I never considered it necessary to convey any
official information to Him [Darling] as Governor of Van Diemen's
Land."™3® By not deferring to Darling, nor later Bourke, regarding his
military plans or deployments except to request troop reinforcements,

Arthur maintained virtual independence of command.

While Arthur's command relationship with Darling appears loose,

there was no ambiguity in Colonel Arthur’'s command of all troops within

B AEA L Yol XY, p446.

36 AR, Yol ¥, p.697 [paragraph 26]. As aresult, the 40th Regiment was
progressively transferred to Yan Dismen’s Land.

37 HEAL VoL XY, pp.275-276, Athurto Datling of November 1829 (referlast
paragraph).

38 Leftars o A, Antbirie SEE Soade ML, A1962, ReelCYI80, p.14. Letter

of 5 111832 inrepylo Bowke’s initisl letterto Aithw requesting information on affeirs in
Yan Diemen’s Land.
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Van Diemen's Land. The following ‘Government and General Order’ was

issued in May 1824 by authority of the then Governor of New South
Wales, and Commander of the Troops in Australia, Major General Sir T.
Brisbane:-

His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, with

the sanction of His Majesty, has been pleased to

appoint Lieutenant Colonel George Arthur ... who

has been appointed Lieutehant Governor of Van

Diemen’s Land, to serve as Colonel upon the Staff in

this territory. All reports of a military nature from

troops serving in Van Diemen’s Land, will hereafter

be addressed to Colonel Arthur 3¢
As an experienced and efficient officer, Arthur did not allow troops
serving under his command to have any misapprehensions as to his

status.

in making his first bid to London 1o increase the size of the colony's
garrison, Arthur described the roles of the woops he commanded as
protection in the Interior against the Aborigines and bushrangers,
protection in the towns where convicts were mainly concentrated; and, “a
few men fo act upon an emergency for the common protection of the
community."0  The motivation, training and equipping of the garrison to
meet the requirements of the first two key protective roles, is considered

below.

32 H.Meldlle, Fhertnianca’ Farrfiemerrs Lang fromihe Vear 18X fo 1835
FRAESE, LN Ll A abi wiolanlior: of e ar -a overrrir earg e i G.
Mackeness{ed.], [Svdney, 1965), p.28 footnote.

40 AR N, Yol iY, p 162, Athurto Bathurst, August 1824, The ganisonthen
consisted of fourinfantry companies [p. 164).
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The British infantry was “kept in its ranks by the lash”, as they had

been during the Napoleonic Wars 41 Initiative was not encouraged, and

soldiers were drilled into  unquestioning obedience to  orders 42
Accordingly, in barracks or on town duties, soldiers, under the close
supervision of their officers and N.C.O’s were motivated by discipline.
But when on isolated duty in the Interior on operations againat
bushrangers or Aborigines, the requirement was for self discipline, self
mofivation and bushwise initiative - characteristics which, with the
exception of light troops 4 were not otherwise encouraged. Soldiers
were well trained for protection of towns and control of convicts by routine
duties on guards and picquets, together with their employment in Great
Britain on internal-security duties in areas of civil unrest44  The training
doctrine of the Army was preparedness to fight a European campaign of
the type conducted under Wellington in 1815; company and battalion drill
and volley firing, were the tactical manoeuvres practised 4  Independent
patrol and fielderaft exercises were not conducted, therefore, neither by
mativation nor training were British soldiers prepared 1o take part in low
level counter-insurgency operations 46 F. G. . Browne, a local settler
with experience of joint military/civilian patrols, wrote:

A Private Soldier without a leader, is like a man

without a head. - His former rank in Life [lower class

origins] and Later habits of discipline preclude the

possibility of his acting for himself ... and altho he

41 C.Bamelt, op.of, p.241.
2 fRAReginey Nandig Qrders, opof, p A5, characteristics of a“good soldier”.
43 Spmw footnote 5, p.4.

44 The Fines, W1111830, p.4: for example-the Ay has been sent to disturbed
districts in Kent, and Windsor was aimost empty of troops.

4 I RYReginen Randivg Crders, op.of, p.6, [ininstructions to officers).

46 Thisis notan indictment against the Biitish Amy. With global committments, it
could not betrained tomeet every contingency.
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may be a brave fellow in line of Battle, he is out of his

Element when Single or in a small party .47

Officers in Van Diemen’s Land were redquired to carry out non-military
tasks for the civil administration, and these were extensive and varied.
For instance, Lieutenant Williarn Williams, 40th Regiment, was publicly
thanked by 36 settiers from the Clyde Police District, for his “conduct as a
magistrate, and military officer” 48 and Captain John Montagu of the 40th
Regiment, a Waterloo veteran, who (with a family connection to Arthur),
was appointed Arthur's Frivate Secretary and later Clerk of the
[Executive] Council.4¢  Officers also served as jurors in civil cases S0
founded and commanded conviet penitentiaries$ and served as
Members of the Land Board82 Contemporary reports abound with such
references. Arthur acknowledged their importance:

a few steady Military Officers are most beneficially
employed as Magistrates, and, as they make by far the best
Superintendents in charge of parties .. it is impossible that

a more effectual aid could be afforded than by giving some

47 Janksarrreports o islerds #1808 Semils L sugoesiions re caplive of relives;
BSWEIS I QUESTNS OITaled b oighe Comvnties, A.0.T,, C.50. 11323, File
7578, Yol.8, [shoitlitle: C.5.0. 11323). p. 143, Letter F.G.D.Browne, 25/2/ 1830, {short
title: Srowrre £alter).
48 A7, 191211829, p 3. Williams was about to depant, withthe last contingent of
his regiment, forindia.
48 For details of Montagurefer:

shpppeddnd S35 p 205, forregiment and Walerioo.

HEA, W, Yol ¥, p. 146, forcivil appointments.

AG.L. Shaw, SiGeage Afhw Sud I FFd- 1854 [Carlton, 1980], p. 160: for
Aithur's Family relationship to Montagu, who maniedthe daughter of Athur's sister, Mary.
50 A7, 280201829, p.2, records the names of a ‘military jury’ ab amurder trial.
51 C.OHaraBooth, FheJpwreelaf Chavdes OFwr Bosll Conwnarrdadalite Fot
At Fervgd Selfiemerd, D Heard [ed ), [Sandy Bay, 1981), p.156. Captain OHara
Booth, 2 1st Regiment, on being appointed Commandant of Port Atthur, noted “the
Settlement tastefully situated [founded byDrRussel 63rd Regt]”,
B2 A7, 1H611830, p.2. "Mejor Feitlough, commanding 63dregt.” appuinted
instead of MajorDouglas, sent on dutytotheinterior.
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supernumerary officers to the Regiment serving in the

Colony B3
As opposed 10 the civic duties of officers, other ranks were employed on
routine internaksecurity duties. These included guarding establishments
such as Government House, and cohvicts under a wide variety of
conditions, and policing movements of assighed and ticket-of-leave
convicts at check-points, such as the punt on the South Esk (Perth) or at
the ford, and later bridges, over the Macquarie River at Ross. On internal-
security operations against bushrangers o Aborigines, prior to the
declaration of meartial law, the troops acted in aid of the civil power.
Consequently they were subject to both civil and military law, as were
roops ordered out to maintain law and order in the United Kingdom.
This was an unenviable situation for a soldier, who could be charged with
an offence if judged to have unjustifiably killed a fleeing Aborigine, or
alternatively, of allowing a possible raider to flee without taking action.
While the military and free setilers intermingled, similar relationships
between soldiers and convicts were forbidden. As private soldiers were
generally recruited from the same strata of British society as the convicts,
it was feared that liaisons between the two could prejudice military and
convict discipline. Therefore, Arthur ordered that detachments of roops

be shifted regularly to prevent familiarity developing.54

Like modern infantrymen, soldiers in the 1820's caried a load of
about sixty pounds. While there were minor variations in uniform,
soldiers’ equipment was the same as that carried in the Peninsula

campaign and at Waterloo. The caplioned illustration, from 7he

B3 pima, W, Yol ¥, p.698.
54 AAd, I, Yol ¥, p.44.
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Footsoider, 88 (see Figure 2(a)) shows the make-up and distribution of a

goldier's load in 1815. In comparison, (see Figure 2(b))56 the depiction
of dress in 1817 could represent a soldier on later counter-insurgency
duties, with a slung blanket roll replacing the detested ‘Trotter’ Knapsack,
easing movement in the bush. With their ‘Brown Bess’ muskets, trained
soldiers could only fire two to three rounds per minute.57 Muskets were
notoriously inaccurate, at 100 yards the side of a barn was a worthwhile
target.5%¢  Of the estimated 75,000 ‘shots’ fired at the 1800 British soldiers
who marched from Boston to Concord and back in April 1775, only 273
casualties occurred®  While a musket was a suitable weapon in the
close defence of a homestead, it had severe limitations in accurate

snapshooting against fleeting targets in bush operations.

The scope of administrative problems faced by the military is
exemplified by the 63rd Regiment, which, apart from a company in Swan
River Colony, had its troops deployedin Van Diemen’s Land as follows:

At headquarters, Hobart Town, there were on the
25th March 1830, 19 officers, 19 sergeants, 12
drummers, 16 corporals, and 267 privates, while the
whole of the rest of the regiment [presumably some
200-240 all ranksSd] was distributed in parties varying

in strength from 71 of all ranks to 2 privates only

85 M. Windrow&R.Hook, 7he Fondsaidiar [Oodord, probably 1960°% -title page
missing], p.48.

B8 P Stanley, FheRamole Garisarn, Fie Rish Sy irclustaly, 1738 1878
[Kenthurst, 1986}, p.31. Reproduction bycouwtesy P. Stanleyand atist L.C .Cox.

87 N.Leonard, ap.of, p.13.

8 D Festherstone, Calaras’ Sl MWivs FE37-150 1 (Melboume, 1973), p.22.

89 M. Motloff (gen.ed.), Awnrlslanie’ Saves, Auraarr Milar-Aista (apparently:
Washington, 1968 [litle page removed]], p43.

66 Allowance being made forthe company of the 63rd stalioned inthe Swan River
colony.
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amongst no fewer than 47 different posts all over the

Colony! 61
These regimental personnel represented only part of the total colonial
force which included other regimental detachments and para-militarty
forces such as field police. With this wide diversity of sub-units operating
over settled and surrounding areas, re-supply of rations and equipment
was an important function. It was the responsibility of the Major of
Brigade, Arthurs senior stafl officer, 1o advise deployments to the
Commissariat and Engineer Departments, for the issue of ‘Forage,
Frovisions and Slops [government issue clothing]” 62  The Commissariat
was responsible to supply rations of meat, bread or flour and spirits, while
tea, sugar and vegetables for the troopss3 were normally purchased
under regimental arrangements. 84 The spirit ration was withheld in the
Interior, but in 1830, exira tea and sugar was issued in lieusé  Arthur
had the authority to increase the troops’ ration scale when they were on

arduous duties 66 Fresh rations were suppled direct to military outposts

61 H.C. Wy, Alarearfife NanchesterZegineril fLater The Brd arnd S6H Fooll
Yol I, 1758-1833, [London, 1923], pp. 194-195, (W.AM.).

62 A&, N, YolY, pa49.

63  Theissue of these items forthe para-military forces is uncertain.

84 F A Regiverd andizg Svrders, op.of, p.50, states: “The vegetables, coffee,
tea, and sugar, or whalever other aicles may be provided forthe men’s messing, in
addition bo their bread and meal, will ke paidfor” from the soldiers’ pay. Presumably,
theseitems were bought, paid for, and dispatched from Hebart Town and Launceston on
behalf of the troopsinthe outposts.

66 “Copies of all Cowespondence between Lieutenant-Govemor <bddurandHis
Majesty’s Secretary of Stake forthe Colonies, onthe Subject of the Military Operations
lately canied on ageinst the Aboriginal Inhabitents of M l¥emars Larng™ Blish
Flamerdany FREErs, URresporderes g Fapers Reiiing To The Govenynerd g
e OV The Auslnlins Colowes FETFE Calaries Aushalz 4 [Shot title: Ad#a
Qperalior:s), [Shannon, 1970), p.2 16, Athur's comments onthe TthRecommendslion
of the Aborigines’ Commiltee were: “some smell allowanc e of teaand sugerto [be given
to]the soldiers infiew of theirration of rum, of which theyare necessarily deprived whilst
actuslly serdnginthe bush.”

66 g, Athurnotesthet a double ration of bread and mesk was given tothe roops

engagedin suppressing the bushrangers when supplied by “poorsettlers”as the troops
ate more than theirralion entitiement.
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by contractors, who tendered quarterly to the Commissariat Officers in

Hobart Town and Launceston8? The ‘dry-rations’, tea and sugar, were
supplied by the Commissariat stores in Hobart Town and Launceston
and were probably forwarded direct from store to outpost by contract
carter, 58 with other stores indented by the outpost Detachment
Commander. Troops on paftrol carried biscuits and salt provisionss® or
fresh meat. Because of bulk, or life’ of fresh meat, this was usually
limited to three daye supply, but military and civilian personnel on the
Black Line operations were at times ordered to carry up to seven days
rations.?? These were normally carried in a haversack siung on the left
hip (see Figure 2 (a) and (b)). For longer patrols away from their base, a
system existed for troops to obtain fresh rations from isolated settlers,

who in turn were reimbursed the ‘regulated ration of bread and meat”71

For administration, each company had a Pay Sergeant on strength,?2
providing for soldiers’ monthly pay at outstations. The disciplinary
problems posed by wide troop dispersion are hard to establish. Where a
company was operating from one base, with a percentage of troops out
on patrol, normal discipline would hold, however, in mixed soldierffield
police patrols with a civilian representing the civil power, discipline was
threatened by a conflict of military and nor-military views.?3  Other

circumstances, such as a few men being based for protective-duties near

67 AT, 3USHE28, pd, forexample of callfortenders.

68 g, 2H111828, p.4, For example of call fortenders.

69 Awian-Olperalions, og.of, p.198 [Ganison OrderNo 4).

70 CS0. U324 A, sool, Memorandum AithurtoMajorDouglas, 101 1/1830. Being
part of preparatory orders For movement during the Black Line.

M Adilan-Operalioss, op.of, pp.216-217.

2 I RARegineryd Rardizg Orders, op.of, pp.36-37. This N.C.O. wes the second

seniorsergeant inthe company, afterthe Colowr Sergeant. “Much depends onthe Pay
Sergeant, regerding the peace and good order of the Company.”

B e, pp.25-26.
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where spitits were obtainable, would be a potential disciplinary hazard.

Arthur, as a withess at a British Parliamentary Select Committee in 1837,
stated:

| have no reason to think the discipline of the regiment

suffered at all with regard to the 63rd regiment; they

were there at a time when the Government was very

anxiously circumstanced with reference to the

aborigines.

As a soldier, Lieutenant-Governor Arthur appreciated the importance
of his command status in Van Diemen’s Land with virtual autonomy from
his immediate superior. His troops were well disciplined for conventional
soldierly duties, but not trained for independent small scale counter-
insurgency tasks, however, administrative arrangements were capable of
supporting such operations. Arthur's employment of the military,
integrated with para-military forces, in counter-insurgency operations, is

considered in the next chapter.

74 “Report From The Select Committee On Transportation Together With The Minutes
Of Evidence Appendix And Iindex,” SRk Fafameriany Fapars, Ciine &g
Fursshmery, Traasportalion & [Shannon, 19 68), p.307, [Minutes of Evidence Taken).
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CHAPTER 2

The Counter-insurgency Forces of the Late 1820's

Arthur's counter-insurgency programme had its genesis in plans to
overcome the serious bushranger menace. In 1825, he located small
military stations through the Interior, acting with the Magistrates to
suppress bushrangers.t He developed this concept, in April 1826, by
dividing the settled areas into military districts in which troops and field
police were stationed as a united force2 and co-operated with
magistrates, who were local settlers. The military districts were placed
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel William Balfour, 40th
Regiment, in his civil capacity as a Justice of the Peace3 In this way,
troups, while operating in isolation in the bush were still under the orders
of a magisirate, observing the principle that: “The primary duty of

preserving public order rests with the civil power "4

In early 1827, Arthur further refined the system by appointing five paid
Police Magistrates, located at Oatlands, New Norfolk, Richmond, Norfolk

1 AHAA,0, Yoll¥, p.365. Mthurto Bathurst, September 1825,

2 AR N, YolY, p.693. Thefield police were recruited fromthe convicts. Arthur

was not concemedabout * putting amns into the hands of [selected)] prisoners ™ asit

created distrust and disunion amongst the convicts.

i.p l 4;2;4;’, p. 14 1. Government Order as part of the diive against the bushrangers, 1st
ti 8.

4 Alarraal of Miilare L ane oo, p.224.
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Flains and Campbell Town® These centres now became police districts,

replacing the former military districts. Later, the Clyde and Ovyster Bay
areas were also declared police districts, {see map, Figure 3)6  Arthur
was confident that by active surveillance the magistrates would prevent
crime in their districts.? Each was supported by an establishment of paid
personnel including a surgeon, clerks, constables and a flagellator. A
detachment of troops and field police under command of an Army officer,
were detailed to each police district, and were available at the
magistrate’s request to act in aid of the civil power. Liaison between the
Police Magistrate and Army detachment commander ensured quick
reaction to any local threat. The integration of civil and military effort
reached it logical conclusion when the Clyde and Oyster Bay areas
were dedlared police districts. These regions were centres of Aboriginal
threat, so Arthur appointed military officers, in charge of the troop

detachments for these districts, as Police Magistrates.

The Police Magistrates were also supported by a number of former
military officers, who, with official encouragement, were now settled in the
Interior®  For example, Captain William Clark, after 24 years
commissioned service, emigrated to the colony with his family in 16824
and was granted 2000 acres in the Clyde District, and by 1827, was a
Justice of the Peace®  Such men were relied upon to support the

administration, and often with active service experience from the

& A, 0 Yol ¥, p.609. AMagistrate's salarywas 400 pounds per annum, [H.
Mebhville, zo.off, p.65).

6 L.Rvan, Fhe lboraial Fasmarvarrs (St. Lucia, 1981), p.91, Map 27.

7 AHEA M, Yol ¥, p.60Y.

& i, p.683. Forthe Horse Guards General Order of 8/6/ 1826 regarding the offerto
Half Pay’ officers refer A&, 1 Vol XIl, pp.595-596.

2 v, pp.651-653. He became known as ‘Old Sguaretoes’ because he hadthe
knack of treading on everyvone's toes. G.Hawley Stanombe, Agdne 47 barrdiansrs
Larrg [Westem Junction, abvidged ed., 1969), p.89.
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Napoleonic or Colonial Wars, provided a steadying influence to other

seftlers. They represented the civil power when the Army operated
against bushrangers or marauding Aborigines, and in the Black Line

acted as leaders of armed civilian parties.

Arthur's administrative system enabled him to exercise government
control throughout the white population, as the Police Magistrates linked
the central government with dispersed inhabitants such as isolated
settlers, assigned convicts and chain gangs. Orders and instructions
could be expeditiously passed by Arthur and reports rapidly gathered.
The froops being widely distributed throughout the settled areas, were
ideally placed to discourage any organized convict resistance, from
minor disturbances to mutiny. The insurrection in the Bathurst area of
New South Wales, reported in the Abbart Town Cowrer in 1830,10 is an

example of how this ever present threat coulid become a reality.

With the execution of Mathew Brady in May 1826, bushranging as a
threat to society ended. 11 At the same time, the incidence of Aboriginal
attacks on white persons and property increased. Plomley noted that
from 1803 to 1823, there were about 35 documented Aboriginal-white
clashes, while in 1624, 1825 and 1826, the numbers were respectively:
11, 14 and 29 By 1827 they had risen to 7212 (see Figure 4)13.  In
November 1826, Arthur reported that “as one evil [bushranging] is

extinguished, another seems to kindle up ... the Aborigines ... have lately

10 A7, 211111830, p.2.

11 H.Mebville, op.o¥, p.55. As acontemporaryaccount, Melville stet ed that with
Brady's capture, bushranging became "extingt’- presumably as athrest to society.

12 N.JLB. Plomley, Fheddaighat’Seliieriashin YariVemerrs Land I§GF-185 ]
{Launceston, 1992), p. 14 {1803-1823),and Table 2, p.26 (1824-1827).

13 /&g, Table 2, p.26and Graph 3, p.30.
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been exiremely troublesome. 14 To counter this, he utilized the

organization that already existed in his police districts. He was
sufficiently concerned 1o issue a Government Notice which included six
sets of circumstances, whereby various degrees of force could be
applied by both the military and seftlers. 1%  From a military viewpoint,
these 'Rules of Engagement'i6 gave some legitimacy to their actions in a
difficult situation where they were theoretically acting in aid of the civil
power but in fact were already engaged in the unpredictability of a

developing guerilla war 17

During 1827, Arthur reported an increased Aboriginal “temper of
hostility"18 and directed that as the Aborigines would not leave the settled
areas by conciliation, they were to be driven out. The magistrates were
1o operate within existing laws and be allotted sufficient troops to achieve
this aim.1%  Arthur then reinforced the police districts with additional
roops and police.20 It is estimated from military deployments in the
colony in December 1827 (see Figure B),21 that out of 712 other ranks,

some 220 were available for patrol duties against the Aborigines.22

4 HEA N Yol ¥, p435. Repotto London of Movember 1826.

18 pdanvOperslions, epoff, pp.192-193.

16 Aysefulmodem tenn, applied to regulstions, under which servicemen are allowed
to apenfire in conditions shot of open warfare. Legalimplications, forindividuals, can be
serious if these rules are breached -conditions paralieling those under which Athu's
troops opersled al this time.

17 The word guerillel is the Spanish diminutive of grars WAR, refer. Fheddscgusie
Sikiarar: A Delbridge [ed An-chief), [Dee Why, Hevised ed. 1985), p.779. kcameinto
English usage as aresult of British Amny's service inthe Peninsula War. The word was in
contemporary use inYan Diemer's Land, refer: H. Melville, 2208, p 33,

18 Adian-Ooembions apof, pATs.

19 M, p 193,

20 g, p17s.

21 HE4A N, Yol.¥, p.448.

22 Thisisa subjective judgement, toform some concept of the scale of the

eperations. An sllowance hes beenmade fortroops guarding convicts andfor
administrative personnel.



23

Nothing was achieved as a result of the November 1827 directive,
forcing Arthur in April 1828, to issue a long legalistic proclamation, which
forbade, except under proscribed conditions, entry of Aborigines to
seftled areas 23 This was apparently intended to reassure London rather
than assist the soldiers, settlers, or uncomprehending Aborigines.  The
proclamation stated ‘“special orders adepted to situations and
circumstances” would be issued to the military, who would form a line of
posts along the boundaries of the settled areas.24 The "special orders”
statement was a sham; copies of the proclamation sent to twelve military
outpost stations, under a covering letter, from the Major of Brigade, 28 in
April 1828, stated that:

The instructions conveyed to you by that
proclamation are as clearly defined as circumstances
and the nature of the country will permit, nor is the
Colonel Commanding [Arthur] aware of the necessity
for enlarging upon them at present 26
By inference, the letter was sent to those military posts directly concerned

with the implementation of Arthur's Aboriginal policy.27 These posts had

effective roaditrack communications (see Figure 6),28 and were the main

B Ran-Operalians, ep.of, pp.194-196. Beptiora generalized stetement in
paragraph 1 of the rules and conditions of the proclametion, p. 195, the ‘setlied areas’
were not clearly defined.

24 i, po19s.

25 Thebajor of Brigade amongst other duties, conducted "Comespondence withthe
Commandant in charge of the Military Posts and Armed parties, Co-operaling withthe Civil
Power,” A&, I, Yol. Vi, p.449.

26 AdWan-Crerslions, opof, p 196,

27 M, p.197forlist, plus letter sent George Town p. 196,

28 hacquarie Harbouwr is deleted aslocel ibes were not involved inthe guerila war.
Ross isincludedinstead of St Pauls Pleins, as shortly sfter Ross was upgmdedioa
captain’s command which incorporated the other outstalion [ Adiian-COperalions, ap.of,
pp.197-138), Majorroadsitracks based on M.L. Map, ZM 20680/ 183001, prepared by T.
Scolt and printed byDr.J. Boss, 1830, [#M¥=, foolnote 28, p.62).
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bases from which patrole?® operated during the counter-insurgency

campaign. At Oyster Bay, in Swansea, the name "'Waterloo Point’ is a
reminder of this early military period. A Waterloo veteran, Captain
George Hibbert, 40th Regiment 30 selected an easily defensible
headland as the site for the district post. To ensure no covered
approaches were available to the Aborigines, Hibbert had all
surrounding trees lopped, causing one of his soldiers to remark that the
fallen trees reminded him of the dead bodies scattered over the
battlefield of Waterloo31  Where an encampment was away from a town,
conditions were crude.  Private John Clarke was part of a 17th Regiment
detachment which took three days to march from Oatlands to Hobb's Bluff
in the Blue Mountains, a distance through bushland of 21 miles (see
map, Figure 7),32 on arrival, they “had to build huts for ourselves and the
married people before we got any shelter."33 From this remark it is noted
that soldiers’ wives, accompanied them - a rugged existence, but not
uncommon, eveh in the Peninsula War where up 1o six wives were
authorised to travel with each company34 By May 1829, the Lords

Commissioners of the Treasury were "pleased to sanction the Allowance

29 Themore recent tern "palrols’ in this thesis is interchangeable with the
contemporary term “parties’.

30 cbmpediN, FESE opof, p.205.

31 Fordetails of establishment and naming, refer: LNyman, Fhe Sas? Cogslers,
[Launceston, 1990, p.58. The high ground orithe bluff of the present golf course al
Swanseais well sited for defence. A groundsman stated thel asmallermound about
bwentyfive metres down from the crest was the actual position of the post, as soll was
heaped uptocover bricks from an old building. Inthis witers view, this was alater
building such as the Commissariad Store, oran Officers Quarter. Alimited area onthe high
point could msk e arewarding site foran archaeological "dig'.

32 “Mo. 9 Field Plan of Movements of the Militany”, Adilan-Osernlions, ap.of,
between pp.230-231, [shorttile: /577 fald Flars). Clark presumablymarchedto 'Blue
Hill Blufi*, about 15 miles due south east of Oatlands. [Hobbs's dwellingis showntothe
riorth of this feature]. This bluff was utilized during the Black Line ss asite fora
navigational signal fire. tis possible thok this wasthe reason the 17thHegiment's
detachment, including Clarke, made this march.

33 L Clake, apof, p.174.
34 A Breti~James, Lifeir Walhgtorsdeme (London, reprinted 1994), p.271.
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of Rations of Provisions for 12 Women per 100 men" in Van Diemen's

Land.38

Counter-insurgency patrols were conducted by bqth soldiers and field
police or a mixiure of both, often accompanied by a local guide3® [n
September 1828, Arthur restated that all military patrols would have a
“police officer” attached who would represent the civil power 37 |t was a
legal requirement that the civil power be represented when the Army was
called to ite aid, but this led to tension where civilians appointed by the
Pdlice Magistrate assumed power over military personnel on patrel. A
particular source of friction to the troops was where an assigned convict,
as field constable, was given such authority. That this practice continued
even after the declaration of martial law in November 1828, was verified
by F.G.D. Browne in February 1830:

in carrying on the "combined operations"against the
Blacks, ... The Military are required, not only to act
with, but under the direction of, the Field Folice. That
Body, composed entirely of Prisoners ... think of a
Private soldier, as a Private soldier thinks of them, to
wit = Dot think themselves syperiatively above e3oh
other ... [and]) when a party goes out, headed by a
Constable, a great part of that time ... is wasted in the
idle discussion of the ... demerits of the Police and

the Army.38

38 AQT., Wayne Collection, G.O. 11, Yol 41, p.82.
I A, 13121828, p 2, refers to paties made up of soldiers, constables, and
volunteer guides.

37 AdanOpavalions, op.of, p.197. Directive issued through Major of Brigade.

38 Howre leller opod, p.i44. Browne, aseltler, was experienced in bushcraft,
with Abotigines, and a3 acivilian commander of soldiers on palrol.
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This system later drew criticism from the Aborigines’ Committee 39

The military and para-military forces conducted a sustained campaign
involving long and arduous patrols. An order of December 1828 directed
that patrols were 1o consist of eight to teh men ratiohed for fourteen or
gixteen days at a lime 40 Despite biscuits and salt meat being available
in all outstations 4! men could not have caried this amount of food,
necessitating a pre-planned resupply.  As an indicator of the operational
commitment, in Bothwell's garrison of 77 other ranks, only twenty
remained in barracks, with the rest on long patrols in rough country or
located as outstation guards42 A glimpse of this latter duty is given by
Private Clarke, who with two other soldiers of the 17th Regiment:

was sent 1o Ben Lomond ... to guard a house
occupied by a Mr Bateman [John Batman] in case the
natives should attack it ... the husband being away in

the bush in pursuit of bushrangers and natives. 4

The line of military posts established after Arthur's proclamation of
April 1628, banning Abcorigines from the settled areas, did not inhibit the
increasing Aboriginal violence. Despite the British Government's policy
of conciliation, Arthur felt impelled 1o declare martial law on 1st
November 1828. This was a grave step, and, as nhoted in the Manual of

Miirary Law it had long been recognised as illegal, but the Crown in time

9 dm, p.30-31.

40 ey Coerslions. opof, p.198. Gapison OrderMo 4, 12 1201828, Tomeetthe
increasedthreal during the summer period.

M

42 G.Webb, Softwel The Galewaw folhe gt [Launceston, undated), p.57.
Noreference is quoted, but it apparentlyrelates tothe period between 1827 andlate

1629 when Lieutenant Williams, 4 0th Regiment, was in command and was also the Clyde
District Poice Magistrate.

43 ) Clake, spof, p.174.
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of invasion o rebellion could assume exceptional powers, the term

‘martial law' being applied to this common law right44 The grave
implications had become evident when Lieutenant-Governor Davey,
despite the Deputy Judge-Advocate's advice, declared martial law in
1815 against the bushrangers. This was annulled by Governor
Macquarie who scorned Davey's action. 48  Arthur's declaration 46 which
was hever legally challenged, defined specific areas of the colony in

which martial law did not apply (see map, Figure 8).47

Martial law was to be in force until the cessation of hostilities 42 and
while it recognized that a state of war existed within the colony, it did not
herald any significant military restructuring. Arthur considered “the Civil
power ... the the most prominent arm and the Military ... as an auxiliary
force,"# so the civil power continued to be represented on Army patrols.
Although the proclamation warned that common law still applied in
martial law areas, except on military operations against the Natives50 it
did protect whites from the rigours of common law when involved in any

dubious killing of an Aborigine when on patrol. 51

In 1828, Arthur authorized the introduction of roving parties and also

44 Adgreae af il Lan: op.of, pa.

46 AR, N, YollY, p492and pp.494-495.

6 AMNaCpenlions, opof, pp.199-200. Proclamation, 1111828,

47 e, p.199, Paragraphs " 1st" to "4th" are basis of map's preparation. fvis, p4i,
for Jorgenson's viewthat these aress provided an operationsd ssnctuarytothe Aborigines
af the whites' expense.

48 M, p.199.

44 AMEd, 1 Yol XY, p447. Athurto SirG. Murmay, 12/9/1529.

B0 i, pp.199-200.

81 Suchasthe Goldie affair, when an Aboriginal woman was killed and Arthur wes laker
subjected to questioning from London as to what action was taken underthe law. For
details: M.Cl. Levy, tovermarzearye At & Colorvs Ferreviierd Lespod,
(Melboume, 1953], p.102.
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initiated a conciliatory programme for Aborigines under George Augusius

Robinson. The roving parties were foot patrols of armed civilians,52 each
consisting of ten to iwelve convicts often with an Aboriginal tracker. The
leaders, in all cases excepting one, were experienced free men,
including Gilbert Robertson, John Batman and also the well known
conviet Jorgen Jorgenson.83  Eesentially, these roving parties were
bounty hunters, and while monetary rewards were offered in 1830 for
capturing Aborigines, 84  the real prizes sought were land grants for the
free leaders and remission of sentence for the convicts. Hoving parties
provided a valuable counter-insurgency force 58 and rather than reacting
to raids, they also maintained a harassing pressure on the Abarigines,

driving them from place to place within their normailly safe retreats.56

Arthur's first effective step towards Aboriginal conciliation was taken
in 16828 when he appointed George Augustus Robinson to be in charge

of natives on Bruny lsland. From January 1830, Robinson led an

82 J Jorgenson, JugenJSorgersorrandihe Abovigiies of Yarri¥emern's Land
M.J.B. Plomiey({ed.), [Hobart, 1991), pp.81-82for proposal by T. Anstey, Police
hiagistrate, Oatlands and p.82 for Athu's reply.

83 That Jorgenson was ‘wellknowri' inthe colonyia not afigure of speech. Without
any reseaich effort being directed toweards Jorgenson's life or activities, overthe short
pefiod 1828-1830referencesto himinthe Aodar Fowr Cowrer werenoted onthe
following dates: 1443/1829(p.2), 44 1829(p. 1), 18I711829(p.2), 51911823 (p.2, which
included snaccount of his background), 10/ 10/1829(p.2), 1TH1011829(p.2), 196}1830
{p.2, grantedaconditional pardon) and 11/9/1830({p.3), ~animpressive coveragefora
cormict.

54 AdWarQpermlions, sp.of, p.20T. Govemment OrderMo.2, February 1830,
offered rewards of 5 pounds foradull and 2 pounds forchild Aborigines captured and
“deliverad alive” to the police.

8 L Fyan, goof, p.102, stales between Movember 1828 and Movember 1830they
captured “abouwt” 20 and killed 60, howeverthe parties were subjectedto contemporary
ctiticism for being ruthless.

$6  Zasiswaier cldaigires -ironties ML, AG05(Reel CY821], p.807, letterJ. E.
CaldertoDr Agnew, undated, {pp.793-808], mainly concemed with Jorgenson.
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expedition which made contact with the west coast Aborigines 57  Arthur

appreciated the benefits to be gained from conciliation in the tribal lands
combined with sirong military measures in the setfled areas, and in
February 1830, he directed that:
no effort should be spared 1o expel those who will
hot be conclliated, from the settled areas where they
gtill continue to practice the utmost perfidy and
inhumanity 58
This two pronged approach of conciliation and force, became central to

Arthur's sirategy to solve the Aboriginal problem.

In 1830, the colonists faced the greatest surge of Aboriginal raids yet
experienced (see Figure 4). To assist in containing the situation, roving
parties were strengthened and rewards offered for the capture of live
Aborigines 82 The Aborigines’ Commitiee reconvened in February 1830
under the chairmanship of Archdeacon W.G. Broughton, on his first visit
to Van Diemen's Land. In March, this politically important committeeto
recommended that Arthur take "Other and more active measures, such as
the Government alone can institute or support."é! In his despatch to
London of 16th April 1630, Arthur drew attention to this point and that
"His Majesty's subjects must be protected, and the outrages of the black

Natives must be repressed, and yet if it can be avoided these wretched

2  G.A Robinson, fMendiidasiorn, The Tasmaar Joumals &rd Fapers of George
Aegusius Bobinsorr F85% 1834 N.J.B. Plomley{ed), (Hobart, 1366), p.62-63for
Hobinson's increasing proficiencyin Aboriginel languages and proposel to mount an
expedition to Huon-Port Davevareas which departed on 27 111830, (p. 111}

$6 A7, 20021830, p.2, Govemment Orderbo. 1 of 19141830, Also published,
Adilarr Cpaymlionss, ook, p.206.

58 AT, JRA830,p.2, and AdeOoemlions, op.of, p.207.

60 AdavOperslions ppok, pp.207-227, inwhichthe bulk of its proceedings were
published by order of House of Commons.

61 Wd, p.216. Preambleto Committee's 4th Recommendation.
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people must not be destroyed."62  This theme justified, and influenced

his Black Line operation.

In evidence given to the Aborigines' Committee and in their
recommendations, deficiencies in the counter-insurgency forces were
noted.  Inspector of Roads and Bridges, Roderic O'Connor believed that

soldiers in a neighbourhood deterred the Aborigines, but previously
lacking rewards, there had been no incentive to pursue them &  Gilbert
Robertson said that troops were useless in pursuit,® but a later withess
complained of Hobertson that he never exerted himself and was more
interested in looking for land than Aborigines 68 F. D. G. Browne's letter
listed many problems confronting troops on counter-insurgency patrols 56
the greatest being the want of unanimity between the military and field
police 8  On mixed patrols which in hig letter he refers to as "roving
parties”, it was “out of the power of a constable” to impose field discipline,
such as preventing noise and smoking. 88 Browne recommended that
"Military parties be headed by a military officer or non commissioned
officer, and not be mixed with police."s8 He was also critical that

garrison ration scales were inadequate for the strenuous work carried

out in the field by the roops, as supplements of food and ‘slop’ clothing

62 v, p.188. Athurto SirG. Muray, 15401830

63 v, p.227. This evidence was given on 1731 1830 after rewards for captuing
Aborigines had been gazetted on 251211830,

64 /A, p.220. Robetson was Chief Constable ok Richmond &8 well as Leader of a
roving paty.

66 i, p.223.

66 Seowre f elter opof, pp.143-150.

67 e, p.143.

68 M, pp.147-148.

68 i, p.149.
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previously issued, had been withdrawn.70 These adverse comments on

organization, command and control of the Army were partly addressed by
the Aborigihes' Commitiee, whose recommendations included
augmenting field allowances, and improving efficiency and discipline, by
ensuring soldiers were under command of their own officers.?7t  Arthur
prevaricated on these recommendations, conceding it "may perhaps be
desirable” to issue tea and sugar in lieu of the troops spirits entitlement
in barracks. On command and control, his comment was deliberately
deceptive, when he wrote "With respect to the military, they are of course
already under orders of their own officers.”?  In theory, soldiers were
still operating under their officers’ orders when placed under command of
a constable on patrol.  This evasion was obviously written for
consumption in Londen. Browne's comments on lack of field discipine in
“roving parties" and that he had been forced to give up a "hot pursuit” for
want of rations,” were also addressed by the Committee.?4  Finally, it
appears to have been short sighted of Arthur that he did not teke up the
Committee's recommendation that mounted police should be attached to
each Police Magistrate to warn settlers of maurauding Aborigines,7
particularly in light of Arthur's 1827 advice to London that a few well
conducted soldiers would form “a very sufficient and inexpensive

mounted police."76 A patrol of mounted infantry would have been

0 i, pp.145-147. Browne for example, advocated redntroducing for“Bush Duty
... fowteen pounds each of meel sand flour perweek .. [olso)}tead Sugar, inlieu of
Spirits.” [p. 145].

N Al Qpernlions. opoff, pp.216-217, TthRecommendalion.

2 e, p.216.

B Srowrelelter opof, p 150, for "hot pursuit”,

M AianeOperations, op.off, p.217, 8thand SthRecommendations.

% Mg, p.216. SthRecommendalion. Surprisingly, Athurnowergued "The
dounted Police iz a very expensive force.”

% HAES N YolY, pp.138-139. Athurto Ead Babhurst, 11041826, for use of
mounted police and p.693for quotation, Athurto Bathurst, 244371827,
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effective in areas of peak Aboriginal activity.

Arthur, with his absolute power of command over both civil and
military elements of the colony, and with a sound system of civil/military
co-operation in the police districts, was ideally situated to organize a
successful counter-insurgency campaign. His security forces, both
military and para-military, with the exception of mixed patrols, were
effectively organized and controlled and had adequate logistical support.
The declaration of martial law clarified the legal standing of the
combatants on operational duty. By 16830, Arthur's strategy was
conciliation in the designated tribal regions and strong military defence in
the settled areas. The Aborigines’ Committee gave valuable political
support to Arthur in his campaign which had been increasing in scale to
meet the burgeoning Aboriginal threat, but while the forces available to
Arthur had met the challenge of low level guerilla warfare, they were yet

to be tested against attacks of higher intensity by the Aboriginal warriors.
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CHAPTER 3

The Aborigines” War

For tribes from Oyster Bay to Pittwater, a word for war was
‘rennamoimenya”. 1 Whether or not this is how Aborigines referred to the
bloody conilict between blacks and whites in 1828-1830 is not known,
but to the British it was a guerilla war. This chapter examines the
Aborigines as fighters. While not describing the history of Aboriginal and
British relations since 1803, underlying causes which motivated the
Aborigines and forced them into an increased level of viclence are

considerad.

Plomley argues that until 1823 attacks by Aborigines were in
response to particular physical or social injuries inflicted on them.2
Broader hostility developed from the early 1820's as expanding white

settlement progressively forced the Aborigines out of their hunting

1 H. LingRoth, Fégdbargires of Fasnang, [Halifax, second ed. 1599; fascimile
Hobet, undated), p OOUX of AppendicC [by J. Milligan).

2 N.LB.Plomley, apof, p.13.
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grounds, and away from their sacred sites3 Occasional acts of revenge

developed into open guerilla warfare. West, writing with contemporary
knowledge, agreed with Roderic O'Connor that: “The natives are
tenacious of their hunting grounds, as the settlers are of their farms”4
There was no room for compromise by either side. In Melville's
explanation, the Aborigihes having lost their kangaroo grounds and
customary food, were compelled to seek the food of their despoilers®
George Augustus Hobingon, wrote in November 1829 of the halred of the
Abcrigines for the whites, and pictured them goading each other into
“acts of bloodshed and revenge for injuries done to their ancestors and
the persecutions offered to themaelves through their white enemies.”s In
his opinion, Aborigines, knowing they could not extirpate the white
inhabitants were actuated solely by revenge.?  Survival, hatred, and
revenge were the factors which motivated the Aborigines in their war with
the British.

The North Midlands, Ben Lomond, Big River and Oyster Bay Tribes
were those most affected as white setllement expanded. Ryan's
comparison of tribal and setlled areas (see Figure 9(a)),8 illustrates this.

The same areas co-relate with sites where individual Aboriginal attacks

3 LB Walker, S Tavnane Fapers Read Before The Bovel Sociell of Fasmarns
Lygag e Vears ISFF e 1894 (Hobart, Fourthimpression, 1973) p.253. Walker quotes
from the jounal of G W. Walker on a visit to Flinders Island [whether 1832 or 1834 visit not
specified] where an Abotiginal wormnan was greatly disturbed because atree she selected
as her “inviolate property, st slltimes to be held sacred” was accidentally destroyed by
Aboriginal men. This example of spiritusl sitachment would have beenrepeated
innumerable times as the Aborigines were driven from theirtribal sreas.

4 ). West, Thetistan o’ Tasvnarng Vol ll, [Launceston, 1852; fascimile Adelaide,
1966), p.20, first footnote. Guotalion also recordedin OConnors evidence to
Aborigines’Committee, 1830 AdWarrCipenliions. ap.ol, p.227).

H.Mebdlle, sp.of, p.31.

G. A Robinson, az.of, p.88.

e, p.5%3.

L.Bvan, asod, p 86, [Map 25).

& =5 & &
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were carried out (see Figure 9(b)), covering the period January-June

1830).2 These maps illustrate the geographic bounds of the conflict in
the settied areas, but the area extended 1o surrounding rough bushy
terrain, to which the Aborigines retired as places of refuge (guerilla base

areas), these were penetrated by roving parties in pursuit of Aborigines.

Social deprivation, introduced diseases and Killing by whites, had, by
the late 1820%s, reduced the tribes to the extent that remnants of the
central, southern and eastern tibes had joined together in loose
conglomerates in order to survive™ 19 More deaths also resulted from an
increasing level of inter<ribal fights between non-conglomerated groups
over remaining hunting grounds.11  This cycle of death is illustrated by
the interrogation of a captured Aborigine who “belonged 1o the Oyster
Bay and Big River tribes which are united ... [and] that five of the tribe had
been shot by White Men, that they have fought the Stoney Creek tribe
and killed a great number.™2 For Aborigines, this had become a war of
desperation against ever worsening odds as indicated by a compearison
of Aboriginal and British populations (see Figure 10).13  With increasing

reliance on settlers’ huts 1o provide food and blankets the scale of

8 N.J B. Plomley, gp.c8, p.49,[Map 18]

10 g, p.21.

11 H. LingPaoth, go.of, pp.72-73.

12 C.5.0. U324 E, gp.odt, Walpole’s contact repont to Arthur, 29/ 10/ 1830,

13 MN.J.B. Plomley, gp.cf, p.25,(pat of Table 1). These figures are atliibutedtoH.
M. Hull 1866. Plomiey points out thak in his opinion, the Aboriginal populstion figures are
“..alitte toolow”(p.10). Therefore, below is anotherset of figures extrapolated from
Plomliey's Aboriginel population graph[p.29, Graph 1.

1824 1500
1825 1400
1826 1500
1827 1000
1628 400
1829 650
1830 500

1831 350
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warfare escalated.1*  Plomley's statistical analysis of Aboriginal raids

between 1824 and 1831 (see Figure 113,18 illustrates this, particularly
when consideting the notable increase in 1830 of the theft of flour, tea,

sugar and general foodstuifs, together with blankets, clothing and knives.

The Aborigines had certain advantages in their struggle with the
British. With the bush as their natural habitat, bushcraft enabled them to
hunt or evade their enemy. Hobingon wrote of the futility of the military in
searching for them, which he compared to a battle with a shadow,16 and
congidered the Aborigines a formidable enemy.1?  Jargenson also
supported this view, writing in February 1830 that the Aborigines
“consider themselves our superior in the art of war."18  West suggested
that the Aborigines became more aggressive as they grasped the
limitations of firearms. He referred to sound Aboriginal tactics in attacking
armed defenders,1® and how they would “rush on” as soon as the British
had discharged their guns.20  West, like Levy a century later,2! partially
atiributes the loss of fear of firearms and increased Aboriginal militancy to
Musquito.22  Jorgenson's opinion that they learnt caution from

experience?3 is supported by Plomley, who asserted that the natives

14 See Figure 4. AboiginaliWhite Incidents, 1824-1831.
1 N.J.B. Plomley, gs.of, pp.26-27,[Tables 3-5).

16 G.A Robinson, gp.of, p.552, for detailed description of their use of groundand
keen physical senses; also p.55%6, the inability of armed parties to swround and capture
Aborigines.

17 iig, p.553.

18§ Jorgenson, sz.of, p.24.

18 ). West, gp.of, Yolll, pp.13-14.
20 g, p.37.

21 MCL Lewy, apof, p 103

2 ANew South Wales black-tracker, who became disenchanted with white promises,
as leader of a group of Tasmaniens led them onraids. He was hangedinHaobart Townin
February 1825.

23 [ Jorgenson, apoff, p.98.
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developed skills in hit and run warfare2¢  In doing this, the Aborigines

took advantage of the limitation of their enemies’ weapons and mode of
fighting. Aboriginal use of firearms in inter-tribal skirmishes is recorded
by Robinson.28 That this knowledge of firearms was widely disseminated
is indicated by a report that of eleven Aborigines who stayed at John
Batman's home, three or four were excellent shots26 Despite this, only
one Aborigine, the woman, Walyer 27 is known to have carried a firearm

onraids. She carried a fowling piece (shotgun).28

Firearms were not generally used against the whites because of the
weapons’ limitations. These were; a slow rate of fire, two 1o three rounds
per minute2® compared to that of spear throwing; a high incidence of
migfires or hangfires in wet or even damp conditions compared to the
spear’s all weather capability;, the possibility when stalking, of the
cumbersome musket being made inoperative due to dirt or damage and
the need also to carry the ammunition pouch, an abstruction to silent
movement, compared to the ease of stalking or crawling carrying a spear;
a slight delay between the trigger being pressed and the ball being fired
allowing an alert opponent 1o dive for cover30; the weapon was not silent
in the first instant of a surprise attack and by night and day indicated the
location of the firer; and finally, the musket's maximum effective range of

about fifty yards, gave no advantage over a spear3! To balance this,

24 B Plomley, Fée fasmarvarrAbosgires, [Launceston, 1993, p.87.

25 G.A Robinswn, gp.of, p.517 and pp.854-855for example.

W KT, 61111830, p.2.

27 G. A Robinson, ao.of, pp.182and 296-297, for Walyer as an “amazon®”.

28 /e, p.837. On p.552, referenceis made to an Aborigine who shot abdr. Parker
with his 0w gunwhich he had crept up and stolen. Also L. Fyvan, sp.0¥, p. 141, for
Walverteaching the Emu Bay band the use of fireaims.

20 Syars p.15. This wasthe rate fortrained soldiers.
30 N. Leonard, #z.of, p.13, forlimitations of the musk et in corwentional warfare.
3 adw po38, forrange andlethality of spears.
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advantages of a musket ball over a spear were increased lethality32 and

velocity of the unseen ball precluding evasion during flight.  Should
Aborigines have preferred to use firearms, supplies of both guns and
ammunition were obtainable by raiding settlers' huts, particularly in 1830,
when their success rate rose from ten incidents in 1829 to twenty (see
Figure 11). Plomley believed that the motive for this increased capturing
of arms and ammunition was to deny their use to the enemy33 The
technologically advanced musket was rejected by Aborigines, but they
took advantage of its limitations in fighting the British.

Aboriginal weapons were made from ti-tree or melaleuca. Spears
varied in length from five feet for stabbing, to fifteen feet for throwing,34
with points not barbed or poisoned, but sharpened then hardened by
fire.3% Spears could be thrown accurately to about 50 yards 36 and their
ability to penefrate targets was respéc:ted by the whites. A man’'s neck
was pierced from ear to ear 37 and a spear was embedded to a depth of
about six inches ih a tfree38  Spear wounds if not mortal, usually healed

rapidiy3®  The waddy, up to 30 inches long, could be thrown with

32 J Keegan, 7he Face of Balffe, (London, reprinted 1976), pp. 199-200, includes
description of the lowvelocity ball wounds al Wakerloo, pp.263-265compares ball
wounds to high velocity bullet wounds et the Somne, giving a beltter understanding of
bothiypes.

33 B.Plomley, gp.af, p.86.

34 H. LingRoth. ap.of, pp.68-69, and B. Plomley, az.of, p.47 foruse of shortand
long spears.

38 H.LingFoth, opoff, p.69.

36 A4, p.71. The Tasmanians did not use throwing sticks as did mainland
Aborigines.

37 A O, H41829, p.1. Man speared at Break ODay Pleins, the spear point
protruded beyond the futher ear. He survivedthe wound.

38 L Nyman, ggof, p.71.

39 J. Bonwick, Thelan ofthe Fasmarians o Fie Sl Warof Yariemerrs Lang
[London, 1870; facsimile Adelaide, 1964), p. 126.
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accuracy, 4 but was essentially used as a club in raids on huts, or against

unsuspecting or wounded persons. A soldier, stationed at Boomer
Creek, just north of Little Swanport River, was making a bird cage when

gtruck down andkilled 41

Robinson, in describing Aberiginal methods declared:

They lay in ambush for some time before they make

their attack, a sudden and unperceived invasion, or

by surprising. Their warfare is that of a predatory

nature. 42
Several tactical characteristics are evident here. Good use of ground in
moving unseen to their target or ambush site, and exhaustive
reconnaissance and planning resulting in successful shock tactics, their
objective being to resupply from their enemies’ stores. Aborigines had
the ability to move quickly over great distances; Bonwick described their
capability to cover 50 miles in a day4  Because of this rapidity of
movement, in Jorgenson's view, the numbers of Aborigines opposing the

whites were overestimated 44 In planning an attack, care was taken in

selecting good withdrawal routes 4% and coordination and deception in

40 H. LingRoth, so.af, pp.71-72.

41 1 Bonwick, ge.off, p. 119,

42 G. A Robinson, ap.of, p.553.

43 J. Bonwick, so.of, p.106.

44 ) Jorgenson, gp.of, p.69.

46 J.Fenlon, A AMsfoneof Tasmany, from s discovenciy 1595 e the preserd five
(Hobart, 1884, p. 102, *extracrdinery sagacity and agility ususlly enabled themtomakea
auccessful retreat int o their native wilds



40
both pre-planned and emergency situations was employed4€  This was

evident in attacks such as raiding one hut to draw off local settlers whilst
the main assault was launched elsewhere4? In attacking, Aborigines
often taunted their intended victims in English, to frighten them into
discharging their firearms 4  Fire was used to burn crops, outbuildings,
and by throwing spears bound with burning grass onto thatched roofs, to
drive defenders into the open4®  Finally, if captured, Aborigines showed
ingenuity in escaping.  Pretending to be close to death, a man was
carted by two constables in a wheel barrow to Bagdad bridge, only to
escape that night by climbing the chimney of a hut in which he was

secured 50

In their sustained guerilla campaign, Aborigines required robust
physical and mental stamina and comparatively safe base areas.
Towards the end of the campaign, raids on settlers huts provided
physical needs, while their mental resilience was presumably linked 1o a

belief in their cause, and strong tibal cohesion. Aborigines always

44 M T, 200241830, p.2. Refening toacoordinated raid on Piper's hut and Clark’s
house; “Their cunning snd skilfulness in managing their attacks are every day becoming
more and more evident.”

As an example of 8 quick reaction deceplion:

J H. Wedge, Theliaves of Sodn Helder Wedge F854- 1835 Justice Cramford. W. F.
Ellis &G.H. Stancombe [eds)., (Hobat, 1962), p46. Wedge, asurveyor, observeda
party of hostile natives approaching his men, ashol was fired and "they observed one
[Aborigine]... go down tothe beach and take [to] the water -this was donelsupposeto
decoymy men .. if it had succeeded would hawve probably proved fatal *

47 A FC, 1811001828, p.1. The “tovement on Mortimer's hut was merelyafeint,
conbrivedfor .. [an]attack onGough’s family.”

48 kg, 211311829, p.1. Refeningtoaseige ona house, withfour whites inside; “As
the poorfellowwas wounded, the Blecks gave a great shout. dMany of them spoke good
English, but their words were exiremelyindecent.”

49 L Nyman, agof, pp.T1-T2. “The thatch was slready alight and the altack ers were
30 jubilant.”

80 A& F O, HaNesn, pl.
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removed their wounded 51 and endeavoured to recover their dead, even

against a strong white presences2  Hough couniry surrounding
settlements provided base areas in which to rest, produce and store new
weapons, B3 and where women and children could be left when the men
departed on raids®  Jorgenson complained that Arthur's humane
consideration in prohibiting security forces entry to areas declared as
being outside martial law in November 1828 (see Figure 8), gave the

warring Aborigines an unfair advantage over the whites.88

By 1830, instances of Killing white women and children had
increased, but there is no instance recorded of Aborigines raping or
molesting captive white women5?7 The same cannot be said for the
British. In January 1829 the Abbat Towrn Cowrer reported that the
blacktracker, Brune lsland Jack, who was accompanied on patrol by his
wife, had been shot by Corporal Hares “not knowing he was tame”. Jack
made for the Clyde and dived in, but each time he raised his head Hares
fired until killing him. However, no blame was atiached to the soldiers 88

Bonwick, quoting a letter, stated what actually happened:

81 G A Robinson, sz.of, p.508. Aboriginel shotinthethigh camied away by
another.

82 Adifay-Operaliorss, ap.oit, p.220. Gilbert Robertson at the Aborigines’ Committee
stated "the Nakives wakch to recoverthe dead bodies.” AlaoJ. Hobbs [p.223), referredto
removal of dead and wounded Aborigines.

B3 Asan example of Aboriginal use of base areas, H. Ling Foth, #p.of, p.69, wites:
“Ak their places of rendevous, the nalives keep alarge stock of 3pesrs and waddies. The
spears are carefullytied to straight trees with their points ot some distance fromthe
ground.”

B4 AuiianrOperalions, op.oft, p.226. Edward White at the Aborigines’Committes
stated “The Nakives leave their women and children behind them when thevare going to
war.”

85 J Jorgenson, gs.of, p.96.

86 AT, 19611830, p.2, for example, awife and babytwins kiled in a hut.

57  LJorgenson, sgoff, p.72,andJ. Bonwick, sp.of, p.125,whois directly quoting
Jorgenson{p.72).

88 AT, MIM829,p.2.
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Jack, complained of the treatment his wife received

from the soldiers ... “actuated by a strong feeling of
jealousy”... Jack started off from the party,
accompanied by his wife. She was retaken. He ..
leaped into the Clyde. Corporal Hares fired ... each
time his headreappeared.59
Robinson's version of the incident, as related 1o him by Aborigines was
that soldiers interfered with Jack’s wife “cohabiting with her”.  After her
husband's murder she escaped from the soldiers and returned to Bruny

Island 60

While they enjoved some tactical advantages, the long ferm
disadvantages to the Aborigines were overwhelming. Sheer weight of
numbers were against them with total annihilation the inevitable result of
continued warfare. The Secretary of State for the Colonies wrote in
November 1830 it is “not unreasonable to apprehend that the whole race
... may, at no distant period, become extinct."®t This was a war of attrition

with total firepower available to the British being the decisive factor.

Another advantage exploited by the whites was the Aborigines’

spiritual fear of the dark, causing them to avoid night movement and
sleep inside a circle of small fires 82 In the late afternoon, security forces
would maintain a watch for fires, 83 approaching by night and attacking at

dawn. George Anstey, the sixteen vear old son of Qatlands’ Magistrate

88 . Bonwick, ap.cf, pp.114-115.

60 G A Robinson, gz.of, p.506.

6 AdWavOperslions, opoft, p.228,[5irG. Mumayto Arthu.

62 J Fenton, opof, p.103, for"superstitious dread”. AlsoH. Mebille, oz .o, p.T1,
for evil spint called "Debble”.

63 i
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Thomas, led a party againet raiding Aborigines, and captured four in an

early morning attack on their campsite84 Despite comments to the
contrary, the high incidence of successful night attacks by whites
suggests that Aborigines did not have night sentries 88 Also exploited
by the British were the regular Aboriginal migratory patterns. Several
successful ambushesté resulted when the Oyster Bay Tribe returned
from the midlands to the east coast each Juhe and congregated around
food sources at Moulton Lagoon and Schouten lsland from August to
October 87 there was also one unsuccessiul British cordon against that
tribe on Freycinet Peninsula in 1831.9¢ Where migration routes went
through setfled areas, as stated by .Jorgenson8® Aborigines were

conhtinually under threat of being intercepted.

Despite the significant decrease in Aboriginal population, there was a
great increase in their raids; 44 in 1828, 148 in 1829 and 222 in 1830
{see Figure 4). West's explanation of this apparent contradiction is that
the Aborigines made up for their diminished numbers by “improved
method, cunning, and audacity”.70 An article on the Black War, published

in 1851 suggested thet hunger, disease, and death, compelled the

84 J Jorgenson, az.of, p.98. Inthis particulsrcase, the whites tracked the direction
of the withdrawing Aborigines by footprints inthe snow.

85  Military Operstions, azaf, p.220. Gilbert Robertson steked “they always keep
regular sentries.” Also, H. Ling Roth, gp.of, p.73 noted their “igiiance”,

68 [ Nyman, go.of, pp.79-81. Settiers ambushed migrating Oyster Bay Tribe kiling
ten and capturing three.

67 L. .Ryen, ao.of, pp.19-20. Thisis one example of various tibal migrations.

88 | Nyman, agaf, p.113. Organised byMeredith [an eady settlerandlocal
identity], involving 100 men forafortnight. Forty Aborigines broke throughthe cordon
on a dark night. An example of suivival forcing them to move by night.

68 J Jorgenson, ozl p.24.
0 ) West, so.of, Yol ll, p45.
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Aborigines, in spite of every danger, to harass their enemies.?t  The

imperative need for food and blankets was met by Aborigines breaking
into smaller groups of five to six men and, following a raid, quickly
trraversing the country to strike again some distance away. That white
casualties (see Figure 11) remained remarkably static, 78 in 1828 and
1829 and 76 in 183072 despite escalating attacks, indicates an
increased targeting of supplies by the Aborigines. This stable casualty
rate may also indicate that improved British security measures had
blunted the escalating Aboriginal offensive.  Nevertheless, fear and
uncertainty were the dominant sentiments amongst the white inhabitants
of the Interior. A petition from the settlers of Clyde River to Arthur, referred
to the war "affecting not only the lives of the Colonists, but threatening the
extinction of the Colony itself, by firing our crops and dwellings."s
Arthur, in February 1830, admitted the Aborigines had become “more
formidable from the success which had hitherto atiended their
unexpected and sudden attacks.”™ Contrary to their normal habits, the
Aborigines, driven by need, continued their attacks through the winter
months of 1830,75 reaching an alltime high of 41 incidents in August. A
prominent settler from Avoca, Major William Gray, late of the 94th
Regiment, wrote to Arthur on the 28th August 1830:
the present state of continual terror which appears to
have Seized upon the minds of almost every

individual ... particularly those in the remote districts,

M J.W.F. Blundell, “The Black Warin Yan Diemen’s Land®, 7ae Calarvialidaganiee
arnd Easl Ania Rewew, Yol XXH, Mo 1Y, (1851], Makional Library of Australia (M.L.AJ,
p.289. ‘

72 Tolals of all cokegonies of casualties on bottor table, Figure 11.
BT, 2TB1830,p.3.

M M, 211830, p.2.

7 Refer: Table, Figure 4.
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who are locking forward with fearful anxiety to the

approaching fine weather which will no doubt be
attended with bloodshed, if their [Aboriginal] progress
be not speedily arrested. 76

Such representations forced Arthur to take sterner measures, which led

1o the proclamation of a /ey e masse in September and the Black Line
in October/November 1830.

®  C.5.0.1323, apod, p2id.



CHAPTER 4

Prelude to the Black Line

The Aborigines’ Commitiee in making their recommendationst o
improve security against the Aborigines siressed that “the main effort
should be directed to capture the Natives alive and unhuwrt."2  With the
escalating scale of warfare, the Executive Council on the 27th August
1830 considered that as conciliation had failed, a more vigorous effort
was necessary to expel the Aborigines from settled areas and prevent a
war of extermination. The Council believed volunteers would join with
the troops to form a force large enough to achieve this ‘humanitarian’
goal.? The Council did not instruct Arthur in how to use this force, but as
repeated efforts to expel the Aborigines had failed, Arthur's only option
was his choice of method in capturing and removing the Aborigines from
the settled areas. Later criticism that Arthur chose a foolish means to
solve the Aboriginal problem, ighores two factors accepted in the colony
at the time; that with the apparent failure of conciliation, & major military
effort was required 1o meet a desperate situation, and, short of a
campaign of extermination, only capture could guarantee future peace.

The Colonial Auditor, George Boyes, confirmed that the Government was

1 Aditiary Cperatlions, op.of, pp.215-217.
2 g, p.217.
3 Avd, p.236. Ameasure “dictsted noless by humanitythan bynecessity.”
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forced into capturing Aborigines as all other means had “been ftried

unsuccessfully.” One of Arthur's sternest contemporary critics wrote
“something was hecessary ... there cannot be a dguestion; and although

the “ fe” proved a failure yet it was undertaken with the best intentions."s

How the Aborigines could be captured was canvassed by the
Aborigines’ Committee in 1830, a subject on which Arthur had previously
invited settlers’ suggestions.  Most letters on file 8 offered minor criticiems
oF suggested improvements on current operations. Where a proposal
appeared to have merit, such as offering rewards for capturing live
Aborigines, Arthur acted quickly.? Bonwick’s opinion that Governor
Macquarie’s black drive of 1816 may have “suggested” the Black Line is
not supported in this evidence.®8 The Aobar? 7Town Cowrrer, in September
1630, pointed out that the current situation in Van Diemen's Land differed

from that in New South Wales in Macquarie’'s time.®

There is a close similarity between a proposal by Major Gray of 2¢th
August and Arthur’s outline plan given in his proclamation for a /ey en
masse, Government Order No.9 of the Sth September 183010 Ciray
proposed a maximum co-ordinated effort involving civilian search parties

aided by the military, simultaneously operating in all police districts,

4 G.T.W. B.Boves, Fhellavesandlsllers ofc. F. W 5 Boves Yolune § 1870
FEEE P Chapman [ed.], [Melboume, 1985), p.378. Letterto his wife, 3110/ 1830.

5 H.Melille, spod, p.90.

6  C.5.011323 aoof, sassm File continuedirom 182710 1831,

7 v, pp. 102-114, letter byvH. Boworolt of 221201530 presumablyresultedin
Govemment Orderio 2 of 25/ 2 1830 off ering revwards, [Military Operations, sg.of,

p. 207 forG.O. Mo.2)

8 J. Borvwick, gzof, p.131. He staled thal Macquarie “summoned the colonists,
with all available military and constabulary, and drove the Blacks before him beyondthe
Blue Mountains, with great slaughter.”

9 IO, 1891830, p 4.

10 piitaryOperstions, ag.of, pp.236-238, Govemment Orderblo. 9, of $971830.
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which would convince the Aborigines “that their only sefety consisted in

their accepting ... offers of reconciliation ... or in eventually capturing”
them.11  On the 6th September, Arthur minuted the Colonial Secretary
on the last page of this letter, ingtructing him to thank Gray and inform him
his letter:

will receive mature consideration - add, however, that

I shall have no confidence in any measures adopted

by the Govt. until the Settlers in the Interior act

themselves with more vigour 8. determination than

has hitherto been the case - & their disposition in this

way will be put to the test. 12

Arthur adopted Gray's plan, but increased manpower by use of a /ey
en masse. As an indication of Arthur’s identification with Gray’s proposal,
the latter's letter was read to the Executive Council on the SGth
September, the same day the /vy e masse was promulgated 13 At
this meeting, a leiter from James Simpson, Campbell Town's Police
Magistrate, was also read.i4 A seclion underlined, possibly by Arthur,
gave added justification to the concept of a /ey ew masse. This was:
‘rless numbers are rought info operaron [in Simpson's proposed

plan] af affempis fo capiure the Blacks i any quaniily wil be Fufless 1%

1 C.5.0. 4323, ap.of, pp.206-215. Guotalion, p.213.

12 g, p.215, notetofile. Minor amendments were made by Athurto the last line of
the above quotalion -these are indecipherable but appearto add strergthto hislast
cormment.

13 /e, p.208. Notalion onfront page of Gray's letter.
M A, letter byd. Simpson of 719 1830, pp.2 16-220.

18 g, p.216. The undetlining, was probablymade by Arthur or his staff, ratherthan
by Simpson.
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Judging from press debate,i® there was great public interest and

much discussion on how the outline plan in Government Order No.9
would be implemented. The Aobary Town Cowrer made a valid criticism
that even if the Aborigines were driven out of the settled areas, sooner o
later they must return.'7  Bonwick’'s comment oh this debate was that the
“oress and others had contended that it would be comparatively useless
to have the war made at so many points, affording opportunities for the
Natives ... to pass between the forces hither and thither. ™8 Between the
publication of Order No.9 on 9th September and the issuing of Arthur’s
orders for the Black Line on 25th September 1830, there were several
additional submissions on proposals for capturing Aborigines. Letlters by
Wedge'® and Gilbert Robertson20 infroduced new concepts which

significantly contributed to the Black Line plan.

Wedge argued that instead of concurrent searches throughout the
settled areas, these should be progressive, so that the Aborigines would
be driven “into the Peninsula South of East Bay neck [the topographical
key to Forestier's Peninsula), which if accomplished would afford a good

chance of securing them."21 Robertson targeted the capture of the Oyster

Bay and Big River tribes,22 the main opponents of the whites. His

16 Forexample: /7., 11191630 (the same date thak this paper published
Govemiment OrderMo infull) on pp.2-3, almost two full columns and A 7.0,
18191830, p 4, three and half columns of comment. This press debele continued on
251911830, but bythenit had become academic as on that date Athur's detsiled orders
were published.

17 g, 181911830, p 4.
18 J. Borwick, ap.off, p.136.
19 .50, U323, gpaff, letterbyd H. Wedge, 16/9/1830, pp.231-235.

20 g Lelter by G.Robertson, undated [but following imme divately after Wedge’s
letter], pp.236-242.

21 i, p.235.

2 g, p.236. Arthuradoptedthe same selective target as his objective in the Black
Line.
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concept was for a series of co-ardinated drives by roving parties whose

task was “to Disturb the natives in every quarter excepting the country
between Prosser's Bay and the Coal River."23 Hobertson made the point
that “There would be no immediate occasion 10 form & reguly corobw
[underlining apparemtly by Arthur] to prevent them from returning to the
west”, as the direction in which the parties would drive the Aborigines
corresponded with their annual migrations, “Their favourite Haunts at this
Season being left open to them™.24 Finally, a strengthened cordon would
be required "between the Orielton Rivulet, the White Marsh river,
Prossers river and the Sea” 25 which closely approximated Line H (see
Figure 7) on which Arthur's cordon later stood. Robertson then made an
accurate prediction on Aboriginal reaction to such a cordon:

Finding themselves Hemmed in within these limits

they will endeavour to break through [;] it will

therefore be advisable not to press too close upon

them until all the force be collected as to render

escape impossible 26

Apparently Roberison envisaged that Aborigines would be captured
as they attempted to break out of the cordon as he made no reference to
any final drive by the cordon down to East Bay Neck, or sending Roving
Parties inside the enclosed area to drive the Aborigines back onto the
standing cordon.  Robertson's proposal concluded with suggested
locations for logistic re-supply depots and the names of several

competent guides. Robertson’s proposals and Arthur’s Black Line Plan

23 M, p.238.
24 g
28 M, p.241.
W g
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in Government Order No. 10 were almost identical except that Arthur

incorporated Wedge's concept of driving the Aborigines through East
Neck Bay onto Forestier's Peninsula, en rowre to Arthur's goal of
Tasman's Peninsula. From a study of file C.5.0. 1/323, it is almost
certain that Arthur selected key features of Wedge's and Hobertson’s
proposals to combine with his own concept of extended lines (rather than
Robinson’s roving parties) to formulate the Black Line plan. He also
expanded Robertson's concept of logistic support to supply the additional

numbers of men he planned to deploy and extended area to be covered.

Arthur made public his Black Line plan when a delegation of Hobart
Town citizens called on him on Thursday 23rd September, offering to
form a guard to free the town's garrison for the forthcoming operation.2?
The Hobwt Touwr Cowder published the plan, Government order No.10,
as a five page supplement28 and from all accounts it met with almost
unanimous approval throughout the colony. The paper, echoing
developing public opinion, wrote that this “meets with our cordial
approval, and under all the circumstances is in fact perhaps the only

feasible method that could be taken."2® Fenton noted the plan met with

27 MTC, 251901830, p.2.

28 g, Supplement, 2509 1830, Spp. Thereis a degree of haste apparent in the
publication of this order as itis undated, the bwine reading:

GOVYERNMENT ORDERNG .10

Coloniad Secretary’s Office

Sept[space], 1830,

AuffEareCoerniions, op.of, p.236, lists the same orderas:

Govemment OrderNo. 11

Colonial Secretary’s Office, September 22, 1830,
Papers, whichincluded this order, were forwarded to London as altachments to Athur's
despabch of 20th Movember 1830, The variation between detail published onthe 25th
Septemberand the copy subsequentlyforwarded to London could represent Tidyving up’
of minor details.
The original OrderNoe. of "10°is used in this thesis.

2 HFE 251911830, p.2.
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the hearty approval of the settlers 30

Arthur must have just finalized the Bléck Line plan when the
delegation called on him on the 23rd September. This is indicated by a
letter he wrote 1o Magistrate Simpson on the 24th September at “12
o'clock p.m.” {presumably midnight), calling on him 1o perform certain
taska in the forthcoming operations and stating he had ordered a map of
military movements 1o be prepared which he hoped would be forwarded
to him next day 31 Arthur sought and extensively used advice tendered 1o
him, but the plan was his creation, as well as his responsiblilty in law.
Hyan's statement that Arthur “authorised Major Douglas of the 63rd
Hegiment to draw up a spring offensive against the Big River and Oyster
Bay Aborigines” 32 which became the Black Line plan, is incorect and
unsupported by evidence. The allocation of officers to tasks in the
cancelled plan in Government Order No. 9, which stated “the direction of
the whole of the combined force thus employed is confided to the general
charge of Major Douglas, 63d Regiment, who is statiohed at Oatlands, as
the rost ceniral point of communication,®? may have misled Ryan.
Nevertheless, Douglas, by choice or direction, may have submitted

information to Arthur34 [t is not believable that Arthur, a meticulous

30 J Fenton, sp.of, p.107.

M G Athur, “The Pitt Collection [ 1828-1868)", Separds arribhe FEN ol BRrrisonls
o Fasenarvg, Napdary 17 [Hobat, Revised ed., 1994), p. 107, Letter Athurto J.
Simpson of 24489/1830; ™12 o'clock p.m."appearing aft er Arthur's signature.

32 | Ryan, ap.of, p. 110,

3B AievOperalions, ook, p.23l.

34 Frominvestigations sk the Commonwealth and State Archives, snd particwlaty the
hilitary Museum st Anglesea Bamacks (Major J. Opie, curator], the greater bulk of British
Arwnyrecords forthe colonial period, were retumedto England bythetime the last British
garrison troops departedin 1870. Therefore only govemment, as opposed to military,
files are available to search for any planning input by Douglas -anegskive resull.
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man,3% would allow a subordinate officer to prepare at Oailands, in

isolation from Arthur in Hobart Town, a plan which was of importance to
the future security of the colony and to Arthur's professional reputation at

the Colonial and War Offices in London.

Bonwick's comment that “Mr Surveyor-General Frankland has the
credit of forming the general outline of the scheme [Black Line plan]” 36 is
supported by several folios in the Seol Fgrers3? Typical is a notation by
Scott on a letter “About the Plan for Catching the Natives ete - Franklands
plar."38 It is & reasonable assumption that during the detailed planning
for the Black Line Frankland®® worked closely with Arthur, advising on
topography which affected military movement and re-supply in those

poorly mapped and comparatively little known operational areas.

Frankland, like Wedge and Robertson, significantly contributed to the
Black Line plan promulgated in Government Order No. 10. This was
developed at short notice from minimal remaining oplions. I replaced the
outline plan of Government Order No. 9 which was discarded as being
flawed. The implementation of the final plan, which for analysis is divided

into three separate phases, is considered in the following chapters.

38 A G L Shaw, ogoff, p.222, the Govemor-General of Canada stated Atthurwas a
“rnost Fussy man”and pp. 268-269the Samdar Fines wrote that Adthur “allowed no
paperto pass his desk without careful examination.”

38 J. Bonwick, az.af, p. 141

37 “papersconnected with the campaign sfterthe nelives, Sept-Nov. 18307,

Yolll, St Fhomas Hlanislay Suverws Tas /-Lvawigs and Dociumarils Fas, 18736
J’eﬁ’ﬁﬁ 3!%’.’5‘ M.L., A 1550 [Heelf:’m’ﬁ?ﬂ frames 101-250), no page nurmbers. {shot
title, ﬁm&‘ﬁﬁam], DRISWIT,

38 M, Privete Letter Eamest (7] Robertsonto Scolt, 191011830, Scott made s
notation of its contents on the cover, which included the quotation. The wiiter was
scathing of Frankland’s advice to Athur.

39 Franklandintum used the advice of surveyorsin his department, such as Scottand

Wedge to assist him. Srolf Fapers, so.of, passisg andC 5.0, 11324 &, ap.of, passin
{example: Joumnal entry 1001111830 conference attended by 5 Mdaps®).
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CHAPTER &

The Black Line : Organization and Operations o End

of Phase |

Arthur's operational aim in the Black Line was 1o capture the Oyster
Bay and Big River tribes by:
first, 1o surround the hostile natives tribes; secondly,
to capture them in the country of Buckingham
[southern Tasmania), progressively driving them
upoh Tasman's Peninsula; and, thirdly, to prevent
their escape 1
But in assessing the results achieved by the Line, this military aim must
be considered, together with his longer term strategic goal, which was “to
slop the murder of his countrymen, and to arrest the extinction of the

natives."

Arthur's plan was that a series of extended lines, over a wide front,
would converge towards the south-east of the colony. As these lines

advanced and linked up, the front would contract and the density of men

1 Al Ooarnions, eo.of, p.238, being paragraphs 2and 3 of his detalled orders
forthe Black Line promulgated as Government Order Mo, 10 {shown as "Govemment
OrderMo. 11%).

2 ) West, apof, Yolll, p.55.
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in the line increase. A programmed advance from Lines A to H (see

Figure 7), allowed Arthur to maintain control over his commanders, such
as issuing detailed orders to search the Brown Mountain complex during
the advance from Line G to Line H. Provision was made for the eastern
and southern flanks of the advance to be screened, while a force
remained in the central highlands to prevent the Aborigines breaking
back in that direction. Although Arthur’'s intention to drive the Aborigines
into Tasman's Peninsula was stated in his aim, detailed orders for this

final phase were to be issued later in the campaign.

Considerable organization and deployments were required before
the forces took up their positions along Line A to commence the
operation on 7th October. Martial law over the whole colony was

declared on 1st October 18303 to eliminate areas declared outside

martial law in November 18284 Surveyors, under Surveyor-General
Frankland, prepared topographic information to assist Arthur in his
planning, and briefed both miitary and civil officers who would lead the
force. They also had to arrange signal fires on high features as an aid to
navigation during the advance. Additionally, working with the
Commissariat, surveyors organizing routes to logistic depots, widely
distributed in the proposed area of operations, and from there forward to
where the advancing troops would require re-supply. The Survey
Department was also responsible to assist in provision and supervision

of guides for leaders of corps while the surveyors themselves acted in

3 Al anOpaalions, oool, p.243.
4 Suya., p.2Tand Figure §.
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that capacity to the military divisional commanders8  During the Black

Line Frankland acted as Arthur's Chief-of-Staff. &  Meanwhile, the Police
Magistrates were responsible for raising and organizing civilian forces,?
sometimes called ‘volunteers'®  Finally, civilians inside areas to be
enclosed were directed not to impede Aboriginal movements prior to the

Line reaching their location. &

In a memorandum of 20th November 1830, Arthur gave the strength,
command and composition of the force engaged in the Black Line as
follows:

The total force amounted to about 2,200 men, 550 of
whom were troops of the 63rd, 57th and 17th
regiments ... formed into three divisions under orders
of Major Douglas of the 63rd Regiment [Northern
line], Captain Wentworth of the 63rd Regiment
[Western line], and Captain Donaldson of the 57th
Regiment [North Western line); these divisions were
subdivided into corps, which were placed under the
command of military officers, and which were again

told off into parties of 10 men, each of which had its

§  The dependence ofthe total operation onthe SurveyDepartment is indicated by
A Cperaiiorn. soof, p.238(paragraph 9], p.24 2 {paragraph 25], and numerous
comespondence snd memos inthe Seold Fepersfop.of. f inwhich eatfier entries appear
to be devotedtothe detailed planning of opening phases of the whole operation;
followed by directions from Arthur’s AD.C. {undsted) for Scottbo reportto Arthurat
Govemment House.

6 C.5.0. U3 A, apof, passin. As an example, Frankland maintained Athur's
Joumal and letters in Franlkand’s handwiting are signed on Aithur's behelf.

7 AdianOnermlions, ooof, p.239 {paragraph ).

& W¥olunteers'is aloose term a8 all tick et-of-leave convicts “capable of heating ams™
hadtojointhe Line and land-holders with assigned convicts were directedto contiibute
servants for dutylesving onlyadeguale numbers ontheirfamm to protect persons and
property. [Adlan-cleamiions, eoof, pp.237¥-238).

8 WanOperslions spof, p.242 {paragraph 28).
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leader; the whole was commanded by the

Lieutenant-Governor in person. 10
The change to military command was fully implemented on 31st October
when Arthur ordered Lieutenants Pedder and Grove, 63rd Rediment, to
take command of, respectively, the Qatlands and Richmond volunteers
from Franks and Gilbert Robertson. 1t Originally, Arthur's concept had
been that the corps would remain under their own leaders, who would be
responsible to the military divisional commanders.12  But he changed
this, prior to the drive from Line H to East Bay Neck,'? to give him a
military chain of command down to sub-unit (party of ten) level, and
ensure that throughout the force there was a uniformity of military
operational and administrative procedures. This emphasis on  military
command is evident in the field, where official correspondence to Arthur
was addressed to, and replies signed as ‘Colonal Commanding’ instead
of ‘Lieutenant-Governor’. For the Army, this command organization was
an improvement to that in the police districts where troops acted in aid of
the civil power. This was a military operation, under an Army command,
and was of a distinctly different nature to previous counter-insurgency

operations. The troops responded well.

During 1830, the average strength of the garrison in the colony was

10 Mg, p.244.

11 C5.0 1324 A, spod, Memorandum Arthurto Douglas of 31110030 andto
Franks snd Robertson of same date. Apparently bythat date Dumaresq’s New Nof ol
contingent had already come under military command. An exceplion to this was that from
131 141830, all roving parties operaling inside the cordon [line Hj were placed under
command of aformer naval officer, Captain Moriarty [ A4, Memorandum Athurte Caplain
Yicary of 13011/1830}.

12 i, Letter AthurtoDouglas of 8/ 10/1830.

13 e, Memorandum Arthurto Douglas of 3110/1830, which gwesMhur’s
re&annmgmrthechange
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465 all ranks.4  Of this, only 550 were commitied to the Black Line,

almost half the garrison remained on routine duties, such as guarding
convicts and protecting settlers from Aborigines who evaded the Line.
The numbers of troops required for convict guard duties would have been
higher if civilian volunteers had not assumed responsibility of Town
Guard’ in both Hobart Town and Launceston, keeping public order and
guarding installations such as gaols, Mulgrave Battery and the
Treasury. 1% Several contemporary accounts report the military airs and
graces adopted by this armed home guard.16  An administrative crisis
took place in October when at the Bheriff's request, the Town Guard
detachment at the Hobart Town gaol was replaced by troops recently
arrived in the colony. The locals considered that their efficiency had
been called into doubt.1?  Arthur, from his encampment at Sorell calmed
this flurry which had assumed large proportions in Hobart Town's small

society.18

The Black Line as a military operation is considered in three phases.
Phase | includes preliminary operations from 4th October, and the
general advance by divisions from their start lines on 7th October (Lines

A, see Figure 7), and concludes with & continuous cordon formed on

14 University of Tasmania Archives [U.T.A)sources for basis of average:

J.Ross [printer], Fheftobad FowrAbnanantforibe Vear 1838 p. 241, Ganison
strengthat January 1830: 827 all ranks.

H.behville [printer], Fde FerlVemand LandWnanant For The Vegr o' thw i ovd

FE3F [shottitle: vaaled dinarant /871, p.219. Garison strength Jenuary 1831;

1104 alt ranks. '
1 AFC, 25991830, p.2. Detoils meeting called to form Town Guard.
16 G.TMW.B. Boves, gp.of, pp.360-381. “Captn. Boyes as his men call him” doing an
N.C.O% job, "lam sick of it -letterto hiswife of 31710/ 1830; alsofin 38, quoling:
J West, sp.of, Yolll, p49, foroynical old soldier's comment on military stetus assumed
by leaders of T own Guard.
17 A7, 3001001830, p.2. Editodal comment, Town Adjutant’s and the guards’
Provisional Committes letters on the disrmissal.
18 C.50 1324 A, Memorandum Athurto Colonial Secretary of 30410/ 1830,
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Line G by 20th October. Phase |l is the short movement to a tighter

cordon on Line H, which was occupied on 22nd October, and where a
static position was maintained until 16th November 1830. Finally, Phase
Hi covers a series of advances by the main body, from 17th to 25th

November, to East Bay Neck where Arthur concluded the operation.

Phase |
An estimate of the strengths of the three divisions at the start of the
operation are based on the known strengths on 1st - 2nd November

1830,19 these are proportionally increased to an approximation of 2200

as quoted by Arthur.

Strengths 1-2Mowvi830 Estimake of totals
Uivision Military  Chvilian ~ Tolsl FOct 1830[Plus 20%)
Notthem [Major
Douglas] inciuding
Lieutenant Aubin's corps
on eastem flank 291 591 a2 1056
North Westem [Caplain
Donsldson] ER: 235 34 3FT
Westem [Caplain
Wenbworth) 171 462 633 F60
Fkuls 241 1288 1829 2195

19 Seold Fepers, gpei, "Wow 1830, Retum of Strength Major Dougles's line”.
Factors which rak e this estimake onlyavough guide are; civilian volunteers progressively
joined during the advance in Phase |, and limite d military reinf orcements joined dwing
Phasell. FromC.5.0. U324 A, ap.o¥, Memorandumn Mo 2 of 5/ 10 1830 {Athurto
Douglas]itis known that Arthurallocated 385 sl ranks to Douglas’s division, of which 14
hadto be detachedas depot gusrds.
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Movement towards Line A start positions commenced on 4th October,

and included preliminary sweeping operations such as that by a part of
Wentworth's division. Lieutenant Croly’'s detachment, based at Bothwell,
together with volunteers, was ordered to search the banks of the
Shannon River and St. Patrick’s Plains while moving up to their start line,
which extended from Lake Echo to Lagoon of Islands2¢ These, and
other movements not shown on the 1831 Field Map (see Figure 7), are
incorporated on a modern map (see Figure 12) which also duplicates
Lines A to M of Figure 721 The volunteers either moved out 1o their
designated stations on the Line by the 7th October, or progressively
joined as the Line advanced towards their local area as in the case of
Dumaresq’s corps.  Police Magistrate Edward Dumaresqg's New Norfolk
parties were ordered to search the Mount Dromedary complex on the 9th
October, moving to secure the line of the pass to the northwest22 by the
afternoon of the 10th October, to prevent Abcorigines ahead of

Wentworth's Line escaping into the Dromeday area and southwards.23

The task of the Northern Division under Douglas was fo clear the
areas to the south of Line A from the east coast to the western tiers east of
a line Lake RiveriLake Sorell (see Figure12). The North Western and
Western Divisions under Donaldson and Wentworth respectively, were to
clear the ceniral highlands to the west of Douglas's areas. Co-ordination
of these separate movements was achieved by Arthur's precise orders
and use of control lines (Lines C - D and E - F) for the Northern and

Western divisions which were to continue the drive to the south east of

20 AdleCisemlians, epok, p.240 [paragraph 9).
21 ap: Tasmania South East, 1:250,000, 1994, Photocopy of this map s marked.

22 Presumablythis pass approximated the modemminorroad Gretnal/Allenvele, nesr
the Derwvent River, running north east into the Jordon River valley at Elderslie [Figure 12].

23 AdanOmsbions ooof, p. 240 [paragraph 14).
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the colony. Donaldson's division after clearing the north-west was o

patrol the ceniral highlands in the general area of Line B to caplure any
Aborigines who may have slipped through Douglas’s and Wentworth's
Lines.2¢  To protect the flanks of the main drive, Lieutenant Aubin's corps
on the east coast guarded the passes down from the eastern tiers used
by the Aborigines, extending from Moulton Lagoon/Freycinet Peninsula
in the north, south to Spring Bay. Meanwhile, Dumaresq's corps

screened the southern flank of Wentworth's advance.

Arthur closely supervised the whole operation by continual hard
riding as shown by his itinerary for the period 4th ~ 20th October 1830
{see Figure 13).28  An indicator of this supervision is Arthur's
memorandum to Douglas of 6th October, in which he reprimanded
Douglas for not visiting “the Country to the Eastward & from St. Paul's
Flains Southward, [as it] is quite defective from the want of more force."26
He went on to inform Douglas what immediate action he had taken to
carrect the omission. While West had a poor opinion of Arthur's overall
plan, he complimented Arthur on the movement of the force (Phases |
and I} stating that “arrangements were ably made, and the parfies,
though they encountered difficulties unusual, reached the appointed
places with considerable precision.™2?  This is high praise for an
operation conducted with maps of limited value (inaccuracies of detail,
scale and direction, no contour lines, unsuitable for compass use, with

some unmapped areas such as Lake Leake and surrounding country).

M i, pp.239-242, for deteiled orders to divisions.

28 Joorof i ol L erard-Soveror Aty duiag ihe cansaigr agarst ihe
Adorsgires AOQT,C.5.0,66M, 1 p. The samedelail with amendments, isin Srad
Fapers opoff, sttochedtoletter Frankland to Scott, undated of Qctober 1830,
{Frankland, who travelled with Arthur was advising Scoll of his movements).

B C5.0 U3M4A apad, Memorandum Athurto Douglas of 6/10/1830.

a7 ). West, apof, Yolll., p.54.
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Personal pocket compasses may have beenh privately owned and used

by some officers, but essential tools of field navigation, maps, compasses
and protractors were not issued by the Army. A map drawn by Thomas

Scott and printed by James Foss,28 which sold for ten shillings, was used

oh the Black Line (see Figure 14 for enlarged section).2¢ 1t ig not known
whether individual leaders bought the meap or whether some maps were
purchased using Colonial Funds. In the advance in extended lines,
Arthur directed that contact was to be maintained by firing muskets,
blowing bugles, and parties calling out their number to adjoining parties,
with Survey Department guides supervising the direction of march. In
Phage |, when the line exceeded 120 miles in extent, the attention paid to
orders ‘rendered the movements much better executed than would have
been anticipated.™0  From a soldier's viewpoint, Private Clarke of the
17th Regiment, who took part in the Black Line, wrote that “If anyone got
lost, we had to make fires in high mountains and to fire off guns for
signals, and if the lost party heard them they were guided by direction of

the sound until they could see the fire; however, we soon got used to it."31

Although he did not mention it in detailed instructions (Government
Order No.10), Arthur was considering a subsidiary  operation for
Donaldson’s division in the north east of the colony once the force was

no longer required in the central highlands. Arthur wrote to Donaldson:

28 aps. The following were the same map with minor additions- M.L., Z#2
80/ 830 (Map of Settled Areas); ZM2 880/ 183001 [The Whales Head elcincluding
roads, landowners and police districts); ZbA2 8601 183012, [MS additions “Map Showing
the disposition of the Settlers &iroops in Athurs Celebrst ed “Black Line” ). TheHouse
of Commons 1831 Field Plan, op.of, appearsto be based on Scolt’s map, but not
attributed to him,

29 Part of ZMZ 880V 183002, above. In black and white, original maps were coloured.
30 AdfeeOpemmfions ooof, pp.244-245. Athur's Memorandum, 2001171830,
[paragraph 4).

31 ) Clake, soof, p.174.
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I incline to think that it will be ... better to occupy the

Country which | pointed out to you extending

[nerthwards] from George Town to Ben Lomand &

from thence fo St. Pairicks Head ~ but you will of

course wait for more particular orders ... before your

present position [line B area] be altered.32
On the same day that he wrote to Donaldson, Arthur sent a stinging letter
1o & northern settler, James Cox, ordering him to immediately withdraw
wo parties which Cox had sent into the north-eastern region of the
colony.33  These should have been sent to the east then south, as
directed by Arthur on the Eth October 34 1o make up the weakness in the
Northern line over which he had reprimanded Douglas. In his second
letter to Cox of 13th October, Arthur referring to conciliatory efforts in the
north-east, stated:

it appears ... exitremely important first to altempt

conciliation with them ... the women ... sent out by Mr

Bateman [sic] had undertaken to bring in their Tribes,

Mr Robinson, who is certainly highly qualified for

communicating with these Natives was directed 1o

proceed along the coast 35
In this same letter Arthur said he did not want to employ force in the north-
east until a “great effort” had been made to capture the Oyster Bay and

Big River Tribes. As events later unfolded, during Phase |l, Donaldson’s

32 C80. UIM A, soof, Memorsndum Athurte Donsldson, 13/ 10¢ 1830,

33 i, Letter Athurto Coxof 1301061830, Athur's letteris confusing to read, as
apparentiythe person who wrote and signedthe letter on Aithur's behalf [probably
Frankland), may not have fully understood his brief from Arthur. Thefinal senseis clear
that Arthur was concemed over Cox's men making an intrusion into the undistuwbed north
east of the colony.

34 i, Letter Athurto Cox, 621041830,

38 b, Letter Athurto Cox, 13010/1830.
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force was required 1o re-inforce the cordon and 80 was never committed

to the proposed north-eastern drive.  This letter 1o Cox illustrates an
important point in considering Arthur's strategic concept, that he saw
Robinson's mission as an integral part of his overall plan, of using both

force and conciliation as joint weapons to achieve his longer term goals.

The tough going experienced by the farce during Phase | is indicated
in a memorandum written on 12th October, only six days into the
operation. Arthur directed, through the Colonhial Secretary, that by the
20th October, the Commissariat deliver 500 pairs of shoes to both the
Richmond and Prosser River depots36  On 17th October, Arthur ordered
the Commissariat Storekeeper at Oatlands to immediately dispatch 200
pairs to Lake Sorell for Donaldson’s division.37  Later Captain Mahon
wrote: “l have myself worn out two new pairs of strong Boots since | left
Oatlands."3®  The effect of hard marching, or poor quality footwear, was
reflected in a tender called by the Commissariat on the 15th October for
500 pairs of shoes “in addition to the above [tender], making together

2000 pairs. The whole will be required immediately. 9

A minor incident with major implications occurred on 15th October
while Arthur was in the Jordan Valley. An assigned convict, Thomas
Savage, stated that he had been abducted overnight by a group of about
twenty Aborigines. Savage claimed that this group was controlled by an
escaped convict named Brown. Arthur interviewed Savage late on the

16th October, and, concerned that a white man was directing them,

36 i Memorandum Athurto Colonial Secretary, 12/ 10/1830.

37 Jivd, Memorandum Arthurto Commissarial Storekeeper, Qatlands, 177100 1830,
38 C.5.0. 1432 B, se.of, Memorandum Mahon to Douglas, 120111830,

3 KT Supplemeyd 1601001830, p.2.
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immediately instigated an unsuccessful follow up of these reported

Aberigines. A detailed description of this incident was published by
direction of Arthur, under Government Notice No. 203, with concluding
comment that Aborigines “have been guided by men worse than
savages.™0  This resulied in an immediate tightening of security, with
Arthur warning Douglas that the Natives were headed by Europeans.
Vigilance was to be increased at night bivouacs with groups of three men
placed in extended line, with fires lit at each bivouac site and half way to
the next. Each group was to maintain a sentry patrolling to the fires either
side of his position. Once Douglas’s division reached Line G, the
senfries would keep a congtant pairol by day and night. 41 During Phase
I, reports of escaped convicts accompanying the Aborigines inside the

cordon area were published in the press42 and subsequently Arthur

inferred that their presence contributed to the failure of the Line 43

Apart from a report by one of Captain Donaldson’s parties that 42
Aborigines had escaped to the west# the Northern and Western

divisions reached Line G without further incident.

40 g, pp.1-2.

41 CS0 1HIM A, spof, Memorandum Arthurto Douglas, 1T 10/1830.

42 H7e, 2310H830, p.2,and 2001171830, p.2, for example.

43 M, 2RTI830, p2. Govemnment OrderMo. 13 of 26/ 1111830, paragraph 6.

4 g, 30410§1830, p.2, quoting aletterfrom Launceston dated 25/ 10/ 1830 and
refening to sighting on 18/ 10§ 1830. The party reportedly found 13 nalive huts and
some white clothing. On 244 10/ 1830, the party retired from the highlands without
authority, drew rations and retumedto Launceston. Subsequently, three licket-of deave
convicts in this paty{under command of Thomas Fare] had theirlickets suspendedfor
desertion. Govemment Molice Mo, 212 of T IB30 (A 7., BITI1E30, p.2; also cross
referencesinC.5.0. 11324 Aand E). This unimpressive record, may cast some doubt on
thereported sighting, orfollow-up, of the 42 Aborigines.
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CHAPTER 6

The Black Line - Phasesland 11

By the 20th October, the Northern and Western divisions were
established along Line G, and orders for the short advance from there to
Line H were igsued.! This was to commence at 10am next day, with the
major concern being to search the extensive Brown Mountain feature, on
which a signal fire was lit from 18th to 22nd October as a havigation aid.
This advance was completed by the night of 21st October, with stragglers
from Phase | continuing to come in to the line up to 24th October2  While
the advance from Lines G to H was taking place, Arthur ordered that any
Aborigines approaching East Bay Neck were to be observed, but not

obairucted in any movemeni towards Forestier's Peninasulad  He also

directed that five roving parties were to operate inside Line H.

Because of reports of sightings of Aborigines inside the cordoned
area around lower Pittwater and Carlton, Arthur's intention on 24th

October, was that when:

1 C.50. 1324 A, spof, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, Wenbworth and
Dumaresq dated, in eor, “30 Qctr 30.” Scoltin his papers, made acopy of this order
which he correctly dated as 20th October.

2 C.50. 1324 B, epof, Memorandum Douglas to Arthur, 244 100 1830,

3 C.5.0 W34 A, spol., Memorandum Arthurto Lieutenant Barow(?), 63rd Regt
of 19101830 being one of several directives onthis subject before and afterthis date.
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all the parties [presumably stragglers] have joined

their several divisions it will be desirable to advance

the Lines [from Line H] as soon as the nature of the

ground in front has been sufficiently examined.4
Arthur in a separate memorandum, ordered Douglas to a meeting at 8am
on 25th October to receive orders to advance “unless it should happen to
rain in wh [which] case the Line will not be advanced.™ At that time, due
to considerable rain, difficulty was being experienced in re-supplying the
force.  Arthur did not want to compound this logistics problem by
advancing into rough terrain under adverse conditions and cancelled the
advance due to ‘incessant rain” on the 25th October6 At this stage an
avent occurred which delayed the advance by a further three weeks, until
17th November 1830. The reason for this radical change of plan is
explained by a contact involving a party commanded by a young settler,

Edward Walpole.?

The AHobart 7omn Cowrer reported from Prosser's Plains on 26th
October that four days earlier, five roving parties each of teh men, had
been sent into the area enclosed by the cordon searching for Aborigines
“to discover their fires and secure them if possible.™® {f this is an accurate
Vrepart of the task given, then they were authorised to attempt seizure of
the Aborigines. The orders issued by Arthur for these parties were:

Major Douglas will ... cause five parties [including

4 CS0.HM A seof, Memorandum AthurtoDouglas, 24/ 1081830,

$ v, Memorandum Athurto Dougles, 24 10 1830, ThisisNOT the same
Memorandum asreferencedinfootnote 4.

6  C.5.0 1324 B, goof, Memorandum Douglas to Arthur, 26/ 1011830, reported
that with “incessant rain yesterdaythe riveris now Agder[Dougles’s emphasis]than
when vour Excellency was here”

7 Jodorgenson, ag.of, p. 164 (Index], forname Edward Alloyns Walpole. H. Melville,
grof, pA9 "ayoungman®and settler” p. 199 {Index).

8 AT, 30001830, p.2.
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Walpole as a named leader] ... to advance early

fomorrow ... to the Southward so as to thoroughly

scour the Country bounded on the East by the Sea &

on the West by the Bushy Plains road according to

the arranged Plan .... parties are to be rationed for

Seven days.®
While these orders do not specify whether the patrols were 10 reconnoitre
and report back, or attempt capiure, the parties’ strengthe suggest the
latter. This is an important point, as Arthur subsequently attributed the
failure of the Black Line to Walpole's mismanagement of a contact.10
The area allocated to Walpole's party was declared by Arthur to be “the
most likely for the concealment of the Natives, and should be most
thoroughly examined.™1 This was on the eastern flank, south of Line H,

and included the mountainous timbered complex called ‘Three Thumbs’.

After an unsuccessful search on the 23rd October,12 on the afternoon
of the 24th, Walpole heard Aborigines hunting on the southern side of
Sandspit River, probably between Wielangta Hill (Prossers Sugar Loaf)

8 C5.0. 1324 A, apof, Memorandum Athurto Douglas 22/ 101830,
Unfortunatelythere is norecord of *the amanged Plan®. Because of the size of the party,
10men[inregard to the nature of the enemy] it was strong enoughto fight to capture
Abotigines {in modem terminology -a Tighting palrol) as opposedto a few men who
could maove stealthibvto reconnoitre [a reconnaissence palrol’
10 Adi¥s-Operaiors, op.ot, p.245. Memorandurn of 2081111830, Athur wites %
was most unfortunate thal so good an oppoitunity ... [has] beenmissed,” and a8z,
p.84, OrderMo.13.
11 C.5.0 1324 A, sp.af, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, 24110/ 1830, Athurwes
aimaoyed thal Walpole's party did not depart at Tam on 237 10 1830 as ordered.
12 CS50 1432 E, spof, Repot Walpole to Aithur of 29010/ 1830. The nanstive for
Walpole's contact is tak en from this after action report to Arthur. However, Walpole
obviously got his dates wrong, for example “According o orders received ... | proceeded
on the 24th Instant”in fact in sccordence with orders, he depated [somewhat lake) onthe
moming of 2310/ 1530, seefootnote 11. Therefore the repoted sighting took place on
afternoon of 24th [not 25th) and his altack took place at dawn on 25th fnot 26th]. Ryanin
her history (Hysn ggof, p. 112 givesthe dete of ‘Walpole's contect as “24 October”,
She would have beenmore cowect Lo have wiitten the "hight 24425 October”.
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and Jacobs Hill,13 and waiched until about Spm when the Aborigines

had settled for the night (see Figure 12 for probable site). Walpole
collected his party which he had earlier split, and by good navigation and
fielderaft, “placed them within 300 yards of the natives where we waited
until dawn.”  While his attack of 25th October on a shelter containing five
men resulted in two captured and two Aborigines being shot and kilied,
the main group of Aborigines, across a small creek, escaped, leaving 30
spears, 20 blankets, and other items. Heturning towards Arthur's
headquarters at Sorell, Walpole encountered another roving party with
an Aboriginal guide who interrogated Walpole's captives. The captives
revealed that they were part of a group of 26 men, 9 women and 6
children from the Oyster Bay and Big River Tribes meking towards
FProssers Plaing and the Lakes. This intelligence would have reached
Arthur by late afternoon on 25th October, 14 by which time he would have
received a report of an early morning attempt by an Aborigine to break
through the Line, and who was forced to retreat back towards the Three
Thumbe.18 Regearding Walpole's contact, Arthur stated:

This event, ... led 1o the determination to continue in the

position taken up on the 24th October [first occupied by

22nd instant], and to send within the circle a sufficient

farce, in roving parties, to discover and capture the

Matives who lurked in these haunts. To effect this

without too much weakening the posts, it became

13 Based onWalpole's description of the countryincluding 5 miles from Caplain
Glover's hut [see Figure 7, shown onthe southem shore of the bayat Sandspit Point].

14 The distance from the likely attack site to Sorell direct, bymap, is 26 kilometres,
Walpole would have followed the hest going, which on Figure 12 would approximate the
Lines K-L, beingthegeneralline of the minor roads and racks which today link Sands pit
Point and Sorell. He cettainly paased south of Middie Peak, a3 he met the other party with
the Aboriginad guide at Bream Creek.

15 C50 1324 B, apof, Memorandum Douglas to Athur, 25010/ 1830.
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necessary to call Captain Donaldson’s division down

from the Lakes... During the interval the Natives made

repeated efforts to burst through the line.16
Thus, Walpole's contact resulted in the advance from Line H being
postponed until after Donaldson’s division marched down from the
central highlands. 1t also led 1o the cancellation of Arthur's projected
sweep through the north-eastern areas of the colony. Robertson's
proposal 1o hold a strengthened cordon in the Line H area in the
expectation that the Aborigines would to attempt a breakout was

vindicated 17

Arthur blamed Walpole for failing to capture the whole Aboriginal
group, reasohing that the attack site “was sufficiently near the lines 1o
have admitted of a large force being that night marched upon the point
where the natives lay encamped.™8é  This statement was an apparent
deliberate distortion of truth'® to shift the blame for the poor resulis
achieved during the Black Line onto another. The nearest troops to the
contact site were about thirteen kilomeires away to the north of the
Three Thumbs (see Figure 12 for probable site). With the Aborigines not
camping untl Spm, and darkness falling at about 7.30pm on 25th
October,2¢ a messenger from Walpole would not have returned to the
cordon until after dark. Douglas then needed to hastily collect a force

from across a wide section of the Line as he had no reserve, and

16 jdianeDoemiions. apof, p. 245, Athur's memorandum, 2001 1/1830.

17 Supem, p.50.

18 piiarCoerslions, op.off, p.245. Athur's memorandum, 2001111830,

19 Thet Athurwas incapable of calculating this simple time and space problemis not
believable.

20 FEastem standardtime usedfor dakness. There would have been little assistence
frommoonlight as it was in the fivst guater, vising sk 10p.m. [J. Ross, sp.off, p. 14, moon
forbMonday 25/ 10/ 1830). “Incessant” rain overthis period would, especially by night,
have reduced visibilityand made the goingmore difficult. {Supra., Footnote 6, p.67).
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presumably could not afford to denude part of his line by ordering out a

complete corps, less a few sentries. In the unlikely event that Douglas
had a force on the move by 9.30pm, it would have been pootly briefed
and not properly organised for a difficult night march in single file
following one or iwo guides. On their approach over the timbered
mountainous terrain, it is likely the force would have become
disorganized, men injured and sections lost. Evenh as a coherent
command, they could not have stealthily surrounded the site before
dawn, and had they accidentally blundered towards it, the Aborigines
would have fled. If the camp site been closer to the line than shown on

Figure 12, the same general problems would have applied.

Arthur did not waste time once he decided to hold fast along Line H.
On the evening of 25th October after inspecting the line, he had orders
drafted and despatched to divisional commanders on means to improve
security.21 Steps included creating a continuous line of cobstructions
made of fallen wees to create an “abatlis” [abatis] with sharpened
branches facing towards the f::)rdcrxéd area and placed behind the
cordon, while forward of the line, palisades were 1o be erected (see
Figure 15)22 Additionally, skirmish parties were to be readied 10 operate
forward of the cordon, the “Alls well” call was to be punctually passed
every half hour, and Douglas and Wentworth were ordered to submit
incident reports to reach Arthur by 7am daily. Then at midnight on the
2hthi26th October, he had orders, endorsed “Immediate”, sent o

Donaldson, directing that after leaving a protective guard for the Clyde

21 C.50. U324 A, opof, Memorandum Arthurto Douglas, 25 10/ 1830.

22 fhid, third page of orders in Franidand’s witing showing diagrams as sent Lo divisional
commanders.



72
District, he was 1o march hig force to Richmond with maximum speed.23

This foree of 314 men24 arrived at & bivouac site east of Hichmond on 15t
November 1830. On the 2nd November Arthur prefaced his orders by

paying tribute to the rapid march made by Donaldson’s men 26

With reports continuing to circulate that white men were
accompanying the Aborigines 26 who were still attempling to escape
through the cordon,2? Arthur continued issuing orders to correct
slackness, and improve security. In a typical order on 29th October, he
instructed corps commanders to each have five men patrol a mile ahead
of their section of the line, making maximum noise to deter the Aborigines
and to [eave a few fires by night to give the appearance that the ground
was occupied2s  With the unseasonal raing “very much adding to the
fatigue and difficulty of the expedition”2® it is not surprising that
Lieutenant Aubin reported to Douglas that a few volunteers had
deserted 3¢ With the imminent arrival of Donaldson’s division, Arthur
ordered that vigilance be increased for the few days remaining “before

the completion of the Undertaking. ™31

On Sunday, 318t October, Arthur issued orders that “the final

23 e, Memorsndum Athur bo Donaldson, 2501001830, *12.p.m."[midnight]
2% Spolf Fapers, opof, strength 1-20 1171830 79 military and 235 civilians.
25 C.80. H3M A, spof. Memorandum Athur, 2/1 1/ 1830, no disbibution fisted.

W I, 301001830, p.2. A print of ashoe.. a5 wom by Euwropeans distinctly seen”
for example.

27 g

M C.5.0 HIMA, spof, Memorandum AthurtoDouglas, 29/ 1001830
20 A7, 301101830, p.2.

30 Q.50 1134 B, spof, ReportDouglas to Athur, 26/ 10/ 1830,

31 C.5.0 024 A spof, Memorandumn Athurto Douglas and Wentworth,
3FT0EI830.
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movement for the capture of the Tribes within the Lines,™2 would

commence at 12 noon on 181 November. This was an optimistic order as
Donaldson’s force, which was integral to the plan, had not yet arrived,
and other commanders who had much preliminary work, did not receive
their orders until late on the 31st, in Douglas’'s case, not uniil 10.30pm.32
The folly of such precipitate orders to mount a major operation became
evident when Douglas, after an immediate assessment, advised Arthur
that he could not comply with orders due to deficiencies in stores and
rations. 3  As a commander, this indicates a weakness in Arthur's
appreciation of time and sgpace in deployment procedures.
Consequently, the movement was delayed for over 24 hours,
commencing after the stipulated time of noon on 2nd November.
Otherwige it proceeded in accordance with Arthur's plan3é 37 parties
each of seven men (22 from Douglas’s and 15 from Wentworth's
divisions) with each man armed and carrying five days rations, moved
just ahead of the line. Gaps created in the Line, were filled by remaining
personnel moving to their left, with the large gap created on the right of
the line being filled by Donaldson’s division. Once gaps were closed
after noon, the 37 roving parties departed. Their task was to “advance
towards the S.E. ~ driving the Natives in that direction or capturing them &
on the 4th day will reach East Bay Neck, where they will receive further

orders.” The movements were in accordance “with a rough plan of the

32 e, Memorandum Athur [to presumably divisionsd commanders), 3111001830,
33 C.50. 11324 B, sp.of, Memorandum Douglas to Arthur, 11111830,

M C5.0. 14324 A, opodt, Memorendum Arthur (to presumably divisionsl
commanders), 3110/ 1830,

35 A, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, 411 1830, Athur expressed concerm ok
thelste departure of the Qallands party and of parties from Caplain Wentworth’s division
due to “want of Tea-Sugar, and Flow™ which the Commissariol assured Athurwere
forwardedin adequate quantities to the Prossers Plains depot.
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Country” drawn by Scott (see Figure16).36

Arthur, in a memorandum sent 1o London summing up the result of the
drive from 2nd 1o 6th November, blamed the adverse weather for the lack
of success 37 His journal entry better described the situation and morale:

Saturday 6th Rode to East Bay neck - and there

found some of the Roving parties Already Arrived - In

the Course of the day, about 25 parties came in -

They had had to struggle with most unfavourable wet

weather and they had seen no Natives Whatever -

Many parties had followed the same track. All

seemed very desponding, and discouraged by their

want of success.38
Freviously, Arthur had planned that when the roving parties reached East
Bay Neck (presumably after being re-supplied there), they would
conduct a return push northwards, driving the remaining Aborigines back

ohto the cordon3®  In the event, with the morale of the volunteers low, he

ordered their direct retun to Scorell 40 Arthur's “final movement” had

failed, and he had toreconsider future plans.

By the commencement of operations on 2nd November, civilian
morale was becoming a problem, making any undue extension of the
Black Line unacceptable. Arthur exhorted civilian leaders on 3ist

October:

M Seolf Fasers. ap.of, vough sketch map without tile. This could possibly have
beenawoiking sketch as 38 instead of 37 parties are represented ahead of the cordon
lirre before movement commenced.

37 planeOpemfions, opof, p.245.

38 C.50. 1324 A, spof, Jounsl entry 61141830

39 g, Memorandum Athur [to presumably Donaldson) 2/ 1171830, second page.
40 i, Joumal entry TH 111830, Parties to retum on 8/11/1830.
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His Excellency [is] fully aware of the great privations

& inconvenience wh [which] the Leaders as well as

those serving with them have been suffering by so

protracted a separation from their fami!ieé & homes.#
Heports of desertions were increasing. Thomas Grant, @ free man, paid
to substitute for a convict, was sentenced to ten weeks hard labour for
deserting the Line and selling his issue musket.42 A letter in the press
from Macquarie River stated, “I blush to the bone when | tell you that
certain  Volmieers from this neighbourhood have crawled home from the
ling within the last fortnight."4  The Hobart 7oun Cotrier questioned:

It will never we trust be said of any of us, that while

the military who have comparatively no stake in the

ultimate success of the colony, do not dream, nor

indeed would they dare to desert their ranks, which

indeed they could not do without the charge of

cowardice or the risk of being shot for desertion, we,

who though we may have come forward in the firat

instance voluntarily, should lay down our honour and

turn our backes upoh our duty .44

The sirain of the continuing operation was also telling on Arthur's
subordinates including Douglas, (a senior officer sometimes surprisingly
ignorant or careless of conditions of the officers and men serving under

his command) who demanded an official enquiry into his own actions

4“1 C.5.0. 1324 A, sp.of, Memorandum Athurto 15 named Amny Officers,
JUT10T830. These officers were responsible o inf o the civilion leaders.

2 HTC, G180, p.2.
43 Mg, 1311111830, p.2.
44 Jhid, 1311111830, p.3.
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‘before & competent tribunal™® because Arthur had pointed out the

uneven distribution of troops and lack of vigilance within corps of
Douglas's division46  Douglas and Captain Mahon also carried on a
vitriolic correspondence 4’ while Deputy Assistant Commissary General
Browne demanded an “open” Court of Enquiry into his own conduct
during the Black Linedd It is also evident that tensions were building
between military commanders and civilians. For example, Douglas
reported “Mr Proctors scouring [sic] party have been at this station now
16 hours Doing Nothing, they refuse to furnish even a sentry at night for
their own protection,™® and Lieutenant Ovens referred a case to Douglas
where Constable Wallace ‘“positively refused” 1o obey orders. 50
Throughout this period, the soldiers, sometimes with toes protruding from
worn  boots, 51 and under wretched conditions, caused minimal

administrative and disciplinary worries to their officers and N.C.0.’s.82

45 CS5.0. 1324 B, seof, LetterDougias to Avthur of 5/1 11830, Alsoseefootnote
51 foran example of Douglas'sindifferenc e te condition of troops under his command.

4 CH.0. 1324 A, apof, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, 41111830,

47 C.5.0. 32 B, srof, Memorandum Mahonto Douglas, 1201111830, As aclassic
exarmnple: "lam obliged ta vou for hints as to “ste” - but really with a piece of Bark to
suppoitthe paper oneis witirg on ... there is not muchroom for select Sentences-
rounding of periinds - balancing of expression.”

48 C.5.0. UIME, sooff, Letter Browne to Charles Arthur{Colonial A.D.C),
220111830,

49 C.50 1324 B, sp.of, Report Douglas to Athur, 311111830, Douglas cut off
Proctor’s rations and referred the matterto Arthar. Proctor stated™he has no Doubt but
your Excellency willlister to him as wellasto ... [Douglas]”.

80 e, Report OvenatoDouglas, 1111111830,

51 A, LetterdahontoDouglas, 14111830, “Many days have elapsed since | first
applied [to Douglas] forshoes - forwant of which manymen, lapprehend will not be able
to march on Sundaynext ... The Toes of some actuslly appearthroughtheir Boots”,
Douglas advised Arthurthat acc ording to Mahon his corps were “simost bootless” [/,
dMemo Douglasto Athur, 11/ 1141830). Mahon responded [0 caustic comments by
Douglas [footnote 47 above] and demanded that this letter of 1201171830 be forvarded
to Arthur, so thet action could be taken on his mena’lack of boots. Douglas forwarded this
secondletter under cover of a Mermorandum to Arthur of 1381 11830,

62 The onlycase of a lapsein discipline recorded in Line files reviewed forthis thesis,
was that of Private Haggan, 5Tth Regiment, who was absent from his place of night duty
andthen usedthreatening language to Constable Buxton, [ C.5.0. 1324 B, o of,
Memorsndum LE. Ovens to Douglas, 1 #1171830). Thisis arare example of a soldier on
the Line being under civil command, s old problem recuning.
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Phase Il
After failing to see any sign of Aborigines on the “final movement” of
2nd - 6th November, Arthur was probably relieved when several reports
were received on 7th - 8th November of natives inside the cordon.  One
was of a large wribe in extensive scrub north of iron Creek, 53 while two
men and a boy were reported onh the Carlton® and six or seven
Aborigines were seen by two men on their way to Pittwater 85 Arthur
quickly organized a vigorous search for the reported tribe using roving
parties returning from East Bay Neck and 50 to 60 men each from
Donaldson’s and Weniworth’s divisions 58  This search was still
continuing,5? when on 10th November 1830, he issued a warning order
to Douglas for what became the final drive of the Black Line:
the Hoving parties have as far as is known at Head Qrts
been unsucceasiul up to the present period [search for the
reported tribe], & many of the Leaders have beeh duite
impatient for the last 3 days to return 1o their Homes - It
appears therefore impossible to continue much lohger 1o
hold the present position, & the Col Comg [Colonel
Commanding, Arthur] has determined upon making a
forward movement on Sunday next [14th November] hoping
before that day that the new Position upon wh [which] the
Line will be halted [Line K] ... will be thoroughly examined &

the trees marked. In the meantime the roving parties will be

8 C.5.0. 1524 A, spof, Memorandum Athurte Douglas, 39111830,
B4 S, Joumal entry, 811 111830.

86 C.5.0. 1324 B, gpof, Memorandum Douglas to Arthur, B 111830, Afollow up
was unsuccessiul,

56 C.5.0. W34 A, spof, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, 3111830,
87 Thesearch proved unsuccessful [C.5.0. 1324 A, ge.of,. Joumal, 11111/1830).
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continually occupied in marching thro the Scrub & Tiers

which extend from the right of the Line to the Three thumbs
[between Lines H and K] ... to secure the movement 58
Adviging that further orders would follow, Arthur directed Douglas to
prepare his division to move with seven days rations, and fo attach a

bugler to Wentworth's division.

By the 12th November, Arthur was waiting “impatiently” for the
surveyors to report that the track and line marking was completed 5 He
advised Douglastt that he now planned to advance with Donaldson’s
and Wentworth's divisions first, 61 therefore Douglas's division would
remain in place for a few exira days$2 On Sunday 14th November, the
day scheduled to commence the main advance, Arthur advised there
would be another day's delay while still waiting for the surveyors to
complete their taske® Meanwhile, he ordered a preliminary advance of
part of the western side of the cordon from Lines H to Z (see Figure 12).64
This was done during 15th November 88 with the movement covered by
the roving parties which the day before scouted ahead of the advance,
and then on the 15th/16th November cleared southward to fron Creek

securing the southern boundeary of Line K by the 17th 66

8 .50 4524 A, spod, Memorandum Athurto Douglas, 1001111830,
58 A, 1211111830,

60 g

61 From LineHio K.

62 Before movingfrom Line H to L onthe east of Line K.

63 C50 UM A, spoff, Memnorandum Athurto Douglas, 141111830,
64 i, Memorandum Athurto Yicary, 1371141830,

65 e, Jownal, 150111830, Note: Frankland incomectly dated the Jownal from
Monday, 1501 11830 (which he dated 16thjthroughtothe Thursday.

66 A, Memorandum Atthurto Vicary, 1311 121830 for orders. Additional detail for
the advance to “aMew Position”[Line Z] beingissued on 14 1111830, (A%, Athurto
Dauglas].
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On the 15th November, while Line Z was being secured, Arthur

issued written orders for searching inside the cordon southward to the
fron Creek/Sandpit River (Line K - L).67  With the thick scrub and rugged
tefrain, especially in the Wielangta Hill (Prosser"s Sugar Loaf) and Three
Thumbs complex, Arthur planned to do this in two phases. These were!
Firstly, on 17th November Wentworth's, Donaldson's and part of
Douglas's divisions would advance in an easterly direction from Lines Z
- H 1o K, with Douglas's elements and Wentworth's division securing the
northern part of Line K, Donaldson was to secure the remainder of the
eastward facing Line K and part of the southern boundary of the same
line. The remainder of the southern part of Line K having already been
secured by Captain Moriarty’s roving parties. This movement was 10 be

completed by the night of 17th November (see Rough Sketch below).
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67 /&, Memorandum Arthurto {presumably) divisional commanders and Captain
Morisety, 15/ 1111830,
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Secondly: Douglas, concentrating the remainder of his division on Line
H eastward of Line K, was to advance on the 18th November from Line
H, generally in a south-easterly direction thoroughly searching the
difficult terrain. As Douglas’s line progressively drew level with eastward
facing corps stationary on Line K, these carps were to peeloff and join
Douglas's advancing line, adding density 1o the numbers scouting the
frontage from Line K on the west to the sea on the east. With two night
halts included in this slow advance, Douglas’s augmented line was to
reach Line L (the extension of the southern boundary, of Line K) by 20th
November (see Rough Sketch). Detailed movements for all corps, in
both of the above phases, are shown on Scott's sketch map (see Figure

17) which provided the basis of the above rough sketch.68

The advance to Line K - L generally took place in accordance with
Arthur's plan. By the 19th November, due to the heavy scrub preventing
Douglas's line remaining intact, Arthur authorised the advance be
continied in a “more independent manner”. Parties were 10 be divided
into groups of five men who were 10 keep near each other but not to
move over the same ground. The instruction also gave details of re-
supply along Line K - L and that the whole force would move due south
on 22nd to reach East Bay Neck by the evening of 25th November,
where rations would again be available 82 Finally, due to a reporied
sighting of Aborigines near Pitiwater on the 17th November, 70 Arthur

stressed vigilance as the “MNatives are still in front.” In a separate

88 Sool Fapers, apof, untited sketch map, undated, with Scobt's filing notation {on
next page) reading "Movr. 1630 Plan of Movements ™

69 C.50. H3M A, spof, Memorandum Arthurto divisional commanders and
horiarty, 191 111830,

7 g, Joumal entries 17th and 18th November incorrectly dated as 18thand 19th].
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memorandum, he advised that in order o create as much noise as

possible during the advance, on 19th November the following blank
arnmunition was to be disiributed: 1500 rounds to Douglas, 1000 to

Wentworth and 750 each to Donaldson and Moriarty. 7

The final acdvance to East Bay Neck took place without further incident
or reports of Aboriginal sightings. Meanwhile the Commissariat had
been ardered 1o have 2000 rations for three days available for issue at
that location on the morning of 26th November .72 On this date, Arthur
issued a detailed order for the re-deployment of the military forces from

the line 1o their normal stations. 73

Heturning to thelr normal stations, the troops reverted to their role of
supporting the civil power. For a period the Aborigines were
comparatively inactive, and Robinson, who during the peried of the Line
had accepted thirteen surrenders, continued with his conciliatory mission

taking into protection the last of the Big River Tribe in December 1831.

7 g, Memorandum Athurto divisional commanders and Moriarty, 1991 11830,
2 g, Memorandum Chades Aithur AD.C Lo DAC G, Browne, 2301 111830,

73 id, Memorandum, unsignedto Douglas, 261111830, Thereisno directive onfile
forthe disbanding of the civil volunteers.
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CHAPTER 7

The Black Line in Retrospect

While the counter-insurgency campaign in the police districts has
never been subjected to major criticism or controversy, the reverse
applies 1o the Black Line. As the major operation of the guerilla war, it
has been the centre of interest for contemporary writers and historians.
Even the number of men engaged is subject to disputation. Arthur’'s
figure of 22001 is taken as a maximum number, dropping to 1629 by 1st -
2nd November? then, with re-inforcements from Hobart, rising to 2000
by 26th November 18303 Therefore an average strength of 2000 men
quoted by Jorgenson, appears a reasonable figured  Melville and the
Hobart Town Cowrer® gave numbers “upwards” of 3000, while
Knopwood cquoted 4000,7 and Melville's Almanacks of 1831 and 1832
stated “a force of no less than four thousand civilians” assembled 8 West

gave the highest figure of nearly 5000, with 1500 from Hobart Town and

1 Segrm, p. 56, Teken as ameximurn numberas Athurtended bo paint & ‘best
picture’inanyreports goingto London.

2 Sy, p. 59, andfootnote 19,

Fupew, p.8 1, forvetion requirement, 2601 111530,

Jd o dorgenson, aeod, p 107,

H.Meldlle, szoff, p.91.

HMFC,IG10H1830, p.2.

H. Knopwood, gg.08, p 566,

Mehies Aparract, apo¥, 1831, p. 147 and 1832, p. 134,

o o= 8 & b W
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500 from Launceston® But it is hardly feasible that up to 3000 men

could have been raised elsewhere in the colony.  As an example of how
historiang have failed to agree, Ryan quotes 200010 Reynolds 220011
Bonwicki2 Fenton1? Chapmant4 and Turnbull® give a figure of about
3000, and Jackman about 500016  This diversity, in both contemporary
and historical records, illustrates a major concern in the study of the
Black Line, which is that a ‘mythology’ has grown up because a narrow
range of primary sources has been used, re-used, and at times
embellished. A classic case is Davies's work,17 based on Bonwick's but

including his own particular errors.

Arthur, in his despatches, apparenily did not hesitate to place a
biased interpretation on events to improve his image in London. Reports
of Walpole's contact show how a historical ‘mythology’ can develop from
a study of contemporary sources if reported facts’ are accepted at face
value. Reference has already been made to unfair criticism in Arthur’s
memaorandum of the 20th November that Walpole should have obtained

re-<inforcements before attacking.i®  Arthur developed this theme in his

B . West, gpof, Yolll, p49.

10 L. .Ryan, apaf, p. 112,

11 H.Bewnolds, fale ofa free Peonle, [Pingwood, 1995), p. 117,
12 ). Bonwick, aoof, p. 151,

13 J. Fenton, sp.off, p.108.

14 P .Chapman,[ed), G.T.W.B. Boves, sy.of, foolnote 37to p.580.

18 C. Tumbull, Sk Wiy The Eodermnizaion of lhe TasnavarAbotgines
{Melboume, Reprinted 1965, p. 118,

1% 5 W. Jackman, 4 Sawe de Ol A Povdad Steleh of Sraeorge At Sat, AT,
AUH {Melboume, 1979), p.66.

17 D.Doves, Fhe last afite Fasmmaries, [London, 1973], passim, For example; a
footnote to p.93 stated Arthur was also the Govemor of the Yan Diemen’s Land
Company, on p. 114, the Black Line commenced fron aline drasem from ‘Waterloo Point to
Lake Echoand on p. 117, “Mr Austen the very active magistral e of Osllands.”

18 S, pp70-T1.



84
despatch to London of the same date1® He made a dubious claim that

Walpole disregarded his orders not to attempt capiures but 1o only “gain
information”.  Arthur inferred that as a consequence, “Since this
occurrence ... endeavours 1o surround or drive on the Natives towards
East-bay Neck have been unavailing.” From Arthur's statements and
actions from 25th October, as described in this thesis, particularly the
despatch of 37 capture parties of 7 men each, it is argued this latter
statement is a Tabrication - yet strictly it is factual as subseduently no
othet contacts took place.  Arthur's definitive statement came in
Government Order No.13 of 26th November which claimed that had it not
been for Walpole's actions “the whole measure [Black Line] would

probably have been crowned with success."20

Arthur as a commander appears to have lacked two particular
gualities. One was a faillure to appreciate time and space between the
issuing of an order and the time available for subordinates to comply.
He failed to allow time to prepare and transmit orders, or for the
necessary pre-operational preparation required prior to execution, as
already exampled by his “final movement” orders on 31st October. 2t |n
FPhase Il a similar failure was shown in his orders dated 15th November,
which were long and had to be copied at least five times before
delivery22  Their receipt caused Major Douglas 1o make the following
retort to Arthur:

| have this Moment 10 o clock AM received your

Excellencys instructions for the intended Movements

19 jdiseOpaaiions goof, p.231. Despatch Atthurto SirG. Murray, 200111830,
20 Mrg, 2RIH830,p.2.

2 Symm pp72-75. .

22 Copiestothree divisional commanders, Captain Morarty and file.
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beginning tomorrow and to continue up to Saturday

20th inst. = In the Absence of everyting Connecled

with an Croefy reom  [presumably Douglas's

emphasis] | shall endeavour to the utmost of my

power to furnish in time Copies of instructions for the

guidance of Lt. Pedder Capt. Mahon Capt.

Macpherson Capt. Baylee Lt. Grove Lt. Ovens and Lt

Aubin.23
The above quotation, illustrates a complementary lack in Arthur as a
commander, namely his over insistance, and over reliance, onh written,
compared to verbal orders.  Arthur may have been displaying a general
weakness of hig times, as the statement by Douglas illustrates that he too
followed the same slavish routine of distributing written orders, when by
despatch of runners, he could have quickly called together a meeting of
his corps commanders to issue Arthur's and his own orders, and discusas
problems raised in conseguence. In retrospect, with the passage of

orders from Arthur downwards, this failure 1o issue verbal orders,

followed if necessary by written confirmation, is a major weakness in
command and control. A practical disadvantage of written orders, was
demonstrated in Jorgenson’s advice to Douglas that a copy of an order
sent down the line was “in so mutilated a state that the Leaders could not

well make out its contents."24

In assessing fotal casualiies during the Black Line, there is litlle
dispute amongst contemporary writers and historiansg that the Aborigines
sustained two killed and one man and a boy captured, but details of

British casualties vary. Melville stated that four or five troops were killed

23 .50, 1H324 B, spof, Memorandum Douglas to Athuar, 16/11/1830.
24 CH0 WIME, apof, Memorandum Jorgensonto Douglas, 811171830,
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by accident, but then asserts only one prisoner was taken who later

escaped. 28 Turnbull uncritically accepts this statement without
acknowledging its source26 Douglas does not appear 10 have reported
any ftroop casualties during the Black Line,2? and nominal rolls of
personnel on the line record only that a volunteer, lsaac Hall from Broad
Marsh, died of “wounds in his Arm”28  West noted that accidents were
few though some fatal and that one soldier was wounded.2® The press,
in an article of 27th October, reported one sentry having received two

spear wounds 30

While troops were criticised for lack of determination31 efficiency and
discipling? in operations in the police districts, on the Black Line they
carried out soldierly duties’? appropriate to their training and discipline.
Under command of their own company officers and N.C.O.’s and despite
adverse conditions, they performed well. The day after the Black Line
dispersed, Arthur published the following Garrison Order which summed
up his views on the troops of the 17th, 57th and 63rd Regiments:

The Colonel Commanding has ¢reat pleasure in

25 H.Mebille, sp.off, pp.102-103. Melville’s count may have included those kiled by
Aborigines operaling inthe rear of the Line duing the period, as a figure given by
Reynolds of 4 settlers killedand 11 wounded[H. Rewnolds, sp.of, p.119], bearsa
closeresemblancelothose quoted byMebdlle for roop” casusllies. Mebdlle appearsto
have painted a bleak picture to suit his molives of personal animosity against Arthur,

26 C Tumbull, sp.cf, p.119.

27 C.5.0.1324 B, spof, passin

28 C.50 43240, op.of, "Morminal Fetum of Civilians in the Division underthe
Command of Lieut. Murray 17thFlegt 20th Mow. 18307

28 J West, gp.off, Yolll, p.54.

30 AT, 3NI01830,p.2.

M Syma, p. 30.

32 Sywwm, pp.25-26and p.3t.

33 Guarding convicts | Suor p.8) and being under comwmand of civilians in the field,

being unsoldiery, whereas advancing to contact in Phases land il and holding aline of
picquetsin Phase llwas the reverse.
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announcing his entire satisfaction in the zeal and

good conduct which has been displayed by the
whole of the military force employed in the interior
since the beginning of October for the capture of the
aboriginal natives. That the enterprise ...  has been
unsuccessful cannot in any degree be imputable to
the want of zeal or energy on the part of the officers
and soldiers employed, who have exerted
themselves to the very utmost.34
Ag the individual performance of the froops was creditable compared 1o
the volunteers, contemporary writers and historians  (with the exception
of a dubious statement by Levy38), have had no interest in any
controversial canvassing of their merit, and Australian military historians,
with larger fields to explore, have virtually ignored both the campaign in
the police districts and on the Black Line3% Descriptions in regimental
histories of units involved vary from being sketchy to non existent, 7 both

the British and Australian Armies have long forgotten this minor

campaign.

34 H.C.oYndly, seof, p 195, Ganigon Qrder, 27 1111830,

I M.CL Levy, aool, p.114. Levystatedthat Athur “Telt disgraced by failure which,
he believed had been brought about by urweliable personnel of his ow [military]
profession®™.

36 G.OQdgers, spaf, passin Chapter! “The Biitish Armyvin Australia®ignoresthe
campaign eventhough he has references to Anglesea Bamacks and “Fort Mulgrave”,

p. 14,

L Grant, < Lvarerr of Aasdafzr e Aoy (Milsons Point, 1992, pasale
Despite aticles onthe "Castle Hill Rebellion [ S’ Aawra®ard 1™, pp. 7677 and "Maon
Wars | Calaai’]t, pp.224-225, Grant alseignores the campaign.

37 The 63rd Regiment’s History gives the campaign one paragraph plus reproducing
the guoted Gamizon Order [H.C.Vindly, seof, p.185], the 17thRegiment devoles
sevenlines to sericein Yan Diemen's Land [E.AH Webb, so.of, p.130}, andthe 57th
with neady 200 men committed foraconsiderable period to campaign inthe police
districts as well as onthe Black Line, records onlythal *Subsequently strong
detachiments were sent bo Morfolk Island and Yan Diemen’s Land®, (H.J Woollright,
soof, p.22a).
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In December 1830, gauged from press®® and other reports3®  Arthur

achieved public acclaim for sharing the hardships of his men, and being
congtantly active, but he became subject 1o increasing criticism by his
contemporaries and later by many historians.  Had Arthur's Line
achieved even moderate success in  captuing o diving some
Aborigines into the Forestier's and Tasman's Peninsulag, he would have
been halled “as an eminent benefactor 1 mankind. "  Instead,
controversial statements abound concerning Arthur and the Line.  An
analysis of some contemporary sources and historical comments are

given below.

Knopwood referred to the public meeting held in Hobart Town on
22nd December 1830 1o express the settlers thanks for Arthur's efforts,
and requesting he continue with his campaign.4t  Support for Arthur,
except for several individual critics,42 was the initial reaction of the
colonists after the Black Line. Twelve months later, Melville, writing a
continuing  history for his 1832 Almanack, noted that the plan was not
feasible due to the nature of the country, habits and character of the
Aborigines, 43 and:

now that peoples’ opinions are somewhat sobered,

the Hllusion has passed away; and the surprise is less

3B AHFS, TIA830, p.2; for example, where 33 prominent members of Hobart
Town's society, publicly petitioned the Shenff to arrange a public meeting of the colonista
30 that thanks could be expressedto Arthur,

30 Ohwdle Campant Fapers ! Profogue J8S - 1835 P L. Brown{ed.), [London,
reprinted 1956], p. 108. Inan undatedletter of 1630, birs Feid of the Clyde district, wrote
to her daughterin ndia“Colonel Arthur has made himself very popular by subjecting
himself toall the fatigue of this bushranging war.”

40 jihleddtnasanl ap.of, 1831, p. 148 {witten before the Line was cancelled).
41 B Knopwood, ag.of, p.568.

42 T.G. Gregson's rernarkes, for example, at the public meeting of 220 1201830, (H.
Mehille, sz.0f, p.107].

43 bMebille’s Mmanack, aecof, 1832, p.134.
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that failure was the result, than that anything else

could have been ever contemplated. 44
A subsequent groundswell of adverse comment developed from this
period, as indicated in Melville’s history, written some five years later. He
noted that at the height of the “Guenia” war it was not easy 10 suggest
suitable plans, but goes on 1o state that “within a few months the black

war was only recollected as a subject of ridicule. ™8

Somewhat self-importantly, George Augustus RHobinson looking back
on hig removal of the Aborigines from the colony wrote:
in my evidence before the Council | went so far as to
say that the whole British army could not have
effected it [;] &t any rate the military force in the colony
ecould not.  The military operations to which |1 have
before alluded cost the Government ... 30,000
[pounds] the entire cost of the colony was .. 70,000
[pounds] ~ and the result was the capiure of two
blacks. 46
West does not follow FHobingon's negative view but, apart from some
error of fact and doubtful statements, gives a fair account of the Black

Line.4?7  His view on the unsuitebility and failure of the plan is

4 g, p.135.

46 H.Mehille, sp.of, p. 106, for uevite " war; p. 107 -subject of ridicule.

46 “Cost of Military operstions, 1830, Namalive by G. A. Robinson”, Fasmaies
Adoigrres- Was ML, AB12, Reel CYS79, p. 266 . This is acarefully handwitten
manusctipt, apparently prepared with reflection and without haste a3 opposedto
examples of his Jourmal entries.

47 For exarnple, with Walpole's contact, Westincorrectiv stated the time and date as
2nd Getober af bedlight. West does not question Arthur’s version thal Walpole was
ordered notto meke captures, but with his own qualification added “unless a
congiderable numbercould betaken®. Futher, that Athur was “reported” (by whom?)
lostinthe Paradise area forthree daysis unsubstantiated by the continity of Athuwr's
cowespondence and joumnal and lack of contemporary confimation. Heis wrong in his
statement that the campaign lasted one month. [J. West, spof, Yolll, pp.50-51and 53).
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straightforward.  West correctly treats Robinson's conciliation of the

Aborigines as a personal crusade but is critical that Arthur implied the
Line was related to Robingon’s work. 4 His account of the return of the
unkempt civilian  volunteers, and their subsequent recounting of
incidents 49 appears factual rather than derogatory. Yet these particular
remarks have often been used by higtorians fo slight the Black Line 50 in

developing a fiasco’ view of that operation.

Fenton was one of the earlier historians who savaged the Black Line,
stating “Nothing could surpass the absurdity of this formidable
undertaking. s Forsyth 52 Levy 83 and Jackson all use the word
“flasco” in describing the Line. Turnbull refers to the “stupidity” of the
plan designed to “provide both rations and circuses for the people” 55
while Shaw and Plomley take a similar but more moderate line using
terms such as a “fantastic™® and “ludicrous” operation 57 Robson allows
caustic humour to indicate his view that it was a catastrophic failure; “but
a good time was had by all the hunters™ 58 Against this uniformity of

adverse opinion, there is a weight of contemporary and historical

48 ) West, apoff, Volll, p.57.
49 W, ph4.

50 Examples of using ‘West’s description are: J. Fenton, sp.of, p.111, {without
directly guoting West]; M. C.L Levy, saof, p 113, C. Tumbill, o2 of, p120; A G L.
Shaw, goof, p 131,

51 J Fenton, sz.of, p.108,

52 WD, Forsyth, Gorereandbaed Comuied Siedemy, Mandliemeand {and 18.559-38,
{Sydney, 2ndimpression, 1970], p.26.

53 M.C.LLew, spaf, p.112.

84 SW Jackson, asof, p.66.

5 C.Tumbull, seof, p.123.

66 A G. L. Shaw, "Historical Introduction”, ¥ael¥emeares Lang e Qoenalions)
[Hobait, 1971), 4thp.

87 G A Robinson, geaf, p.31, Plomleys Prelude tothe joumal,

86 | Robson, d/fstan-of Fasnana, Voiwne § Varnd¥ermeans Langivom ibe Sydest
Fimesda 1855 [Melboumne, 1983), p.220.
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argument which favours an Arthurian view, that although the Black Line

failed in its immediate military aim, it directly contributed to Arthur's long
term goal5® as it aided Robinson in gaining the surender of the

Aborigines, and their removal from the settled areas.

Paragraph 5 of Governmert Order No. 13 of 26th November 50
implied that the caplure of the thirteen Aborigines during the Line was
part of a co-ordinated strategy, which in fact it was8 and marked the
commencement of the succession of surrenders to Hobingon. His journal
indicates the inter-relationship between the Black Line and his mission,
although Aborigines passed through the cordon, they were nevertheless
conscious of ite magnitudes2  On at least three occasions during the
period of the Line, Robinson used the threat of soldiers to pressure
Aborigines into obeying him8  Correspondence quoted by Plomley in
an editorial footnote shows that Robinson was acting on Arthur's
orders.®  This evidence establishes a linkage of cause and effect
between the Black Line and its assistance to Robinson in his duty, as

ordered by Arthur, to achieve Arthur’s aims.

Some contemporary writers supported the view that Hobinson's

59 Sgmw, p.54 foraim andiong tenn stretegic goal.

60 H.T.C., 2111830, p.2.: Not published in Adftan-Cloermiiorrs. However, Athur's
despatchto SirG. Mumay of 1111831, {Adlla-Opernlions, op.off, p.246), cleims s direct
linkage of the Black Line and Fobinson’s mission.

61 Swuprs, p.29and p.64.

82 G.A Rebinson, epof, p.277. Forexample,Lug.gernemeneners description of
hersell and five males escaping frominside the cordon, and hercomments onthe
strength and organization {fires) of the Britishforces. ForBobinsorn's comment onthe
impossiblity of the Black Line captwing Aborigines, p.281.

83 Mg, p 261, [WT11830); p. 263, (A 1111830); p.280, (211111 1830).

64 i, pa3s,foolnote 6. Letters are: Franidand {acting as Arthur's chief-of-staff on
the Line], toRobinson, 710/ 15838; Robinson’s lelterto his wife, 511001830 and
Robinson's report of February 1831,
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succens was aifributable 1o the Black Line. Melville referred o the

Aborigines being frightened by the operafion. 86 Darwin was more
gpecific, and using a hunting analogy wrote:  “the natives, understanding
this kind of warfare, were terribly alarmed ... Shortly afterweards thirteen
came in ... Subsequently ... the whole [surrendered]” 8¢  Jorgenson is
definite that “The success afterwards of Mr. G. A. Hobinson was soky)y
[Jorgenson’'s emphasis] atiributable to the formation of the Line ... But for
that demonstration Mr. Robinson could not have allured the Blacks to
follow him."67 Bonwick, writing with contemporary knowledge, stated that
although the Line was a failure, 'its indirect advantages were great, as

the Natives were shown the formidable resources of Government. 68

Recent histories by Ryan and Reynolds, in which minor errors do not
detract from their theme 8 support Arthur's position.  Ryan writes that the
Line dislodged the Oyster Bay tibe making Walpole's contact possible.
Further "Despite ridicule from the local press, the Line achieved is
cbjective in clearing the settled districts of the Aborigines”. In this
statement, Ryan takes into account Robinson's captures in the following
years. 0  Heynolds, on the other hand, stated that the Line failed 71 but

the Aborigines did not understand that, because of the strain it imposed

65 H. Mehille, spod, p 105,

66 . Darwin, e’ of Beseawhes §ne He Al sl Histonr and Gealogy of the
ownres Waled Dvdrg Fie Vowage o WA S, "Beagle Bowrd The Wadd Uvderihe
Carngind o Capl. e Ree BN, [London, 8th ed., 1890), p.326. Darwin seow a similarity
bebwesnthe Line and “the grest hunting-matches in India®. {p.325).

87  J. Jorgenson, ge.of, p.a9.

68 J Bonwick, oo, poiT2.

89 L Ryan, go.of, p.112. Forexample, wrong dete for Walpole contact and
incomectly stal ed that colonists retumed home on 311071830, leaving troops and field
police “to scout the isthmus ... untilthe end of Movember”. Rewnolds, wrongly states
that Arthwrfought in Spain [H. Reynolds, ae.o¥, p.66)andthsl the Big River Mob
surrenderedin “January 183 1" [actuslly December 1831) p.206.

0 A, (Pvan), p 112

M H.Rewnolds, so.of, p.118.
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on the colony, it would notbe repeated , and without this knowledge:

It almost certainly persuaded the survivors of the war

to consider a negotiated settlement. The population

had dwindled away to a few hundred. 72
Therefore, Ryan and Reynolds agree with the Arthurian view that the
Black Line coniributed 1o Robinson's success in convincing the
Aborigines’ to surrender.  As they wrote only brief accounts of the Line,
neither introduced the question of the effect of Walpole's contact on the

operation.

On the particular issue of whether Hobinson's mission was a feature
of Arthur's overall strategy, Hyan concedes that he acted under Arthur's
orders, but in writing of Robinson’s discussions with Arthur at Ross on 6th
October 1830, she changes the emphasis by porfraying Arthur as
wanting Fobinson to assist on the Black Line while Robinson counters by
recommending he go to the north-east “to capture any Aborigines that
might slip through the Line” 74 Unfortunately Ryan gives no reference to
this record of conversation between Arthur and Robinson, which
presumably was recorded in Robinson's letters to his wife.  Plomley
simply notes “No record by Arthur of this conference has been found”.78
Either way, the argument that Robinson was working in support of
Arthur's strategic concept, is confirmed. Reynolds does not comment on
Hobinson in relation to Arthur's overell plans. One historian who
unambiguously doesis Townsley, who wrote:

In 1830 Arthur decided on a wopronged attack on

72 ANE, p51. Seealsop. 133 " the prolonged violence of the Black War provided
...the necessary condition for, removal of the Tasmanians.”

A L.Ryan, gge.of, pp.110-112, andH. Reynolds, gpof, pp.117-1149,
74 g, (Pyan), p.145.
W G A Robinson, secf, p43%, footnote §.
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the aborigines problem. He decided on an all out

campaign involving both military and civilian forces
to round-up the black natives... As a corollary he
sought out & man who would communicate with the

natives and persuade them [to surrender]. 76

In agsessing the two exireme historical theories on the Black Lineg, the
short term “flasco’ or longer term Arthurian view, it is conceded, thet as
Arthur's military aim was not achieved, it was & failure.  But by definition
of flagco, it was not an ignominous failure, and while it might have been
discreditable or humiliating to the civilian deserters, this did not apply to
Arthur or the military. 77 From the scale of the failure, some argue the
Line was a fiasco, but with Walpole's contact site (see Figure 12), being
less than 25 kilometres from East Bay Neck, Arthur came reasonably
close to achieving some success. Because of the meticulous planning
and execution of all its phases, the term ‘fiasce’ is totally inappropriate.
Under the circumstances, where Arthur had virtually no  options
remaining for the military arm of his two pronged strategy, the failure of
his short term military aim is balanced by the Black Line contributing to

his longer term goal.

B WA Townsley, Fasmans from Cogne fo Ralehoed F80F- 7825 (Hobart, 1991),
p.31.

1 FheMacguads Neliomay aoof, p.651, [fiasco) and p. 868 {ignominous).
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CHAPTER 8

onciusion

The history of the British Army in the counter-insurgency campaign to
1830, while being a continuum, breaks down into two distinct phases.
Initially the Army was employed as an auxiliary force, supporting the civil
power in the police districts.  This was followed by the military dominated
Black Line. In both, George Arthur played the pivotal role, first as
Lieutenant-Governor, and then as a colonel, commanding the force in the
field. An understanding of factors contributing to history of the period is
assisted by appreciating influences that affected Arthur's decisions. The
British troops, with their strengths and wesknesses were supporting

players in & drama dominated by Arthur.

Because of Arthur's virtual independence of military command and
absolute control of the civil administration, he was able 1o direct a co-
ordinated campaign against the Aborigines involving all available
resources. The British troops under his command were not trained for
small scale bush paitrols, but he blended their efforis with the para-
military forces under supervision of the magistrates in the police districts.
Tensions developed as Army patrols came under civilian conirol and

often command.  Despite the soldiers’ ability being questioned by
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setilers, Arthur's campaign was not subjected to any great criticiam.

The Aberigines involved in their desperate war of survival developed
into successiul guerilla fighters being forced to increase their raids on
settlers’ huts to obtain essential supplies. Unable to effect conciliation,
Arthur reacted by increasing the scale of operations against the
Abarigines.  Garrisons in the Interior were strengthened, roving parties
established, and in 16828, martial law declared. In the same year, Arthur
appointed George Augustus Robinson to administer the Aborigines on
Bruny Island. By 1830, Arthur was convinced that the long term solution
to the Aboriginal problem lay in a dual strategy of conciliation in the tribal
lands together with military pressure to expel them from the settled areas.
The Aboriginal raids reached their height in August 1830, and short of a
war of extermination, Arthur, with the settlers’ support, took the only
remaining option, to mount a major military offensive to capture the
natives. The outcome was the Black Line, which was the climax of the

counter-insurgency campaign.

The Black Line was a military operation with Army officers
commanding field police and the civilian force, raised by /fevy en masse,
a reversal of the situation where the Army aided the civil power. This
sweep and cordon operation, involving some 2000 men, took place from
the 7th October to 25th November 1830. It included about 550 troops
from ihree regiments, who, now being under command of their own
company officers and N.C.O’s performed creditably as opposed to the

civil forces’ performance involving desertions and low morale.

Controversy amongst contemporary writers and historians  has
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developed over aspects of the Black Line, particularly that Arthur was

foolish to have planned such an operation, sometimes called a ‘flasco’,
Such comments ignore that action had to be taken, and the Black Line
was the only acceptable plan in a narrow range of oplions.  With its
meticulous planning and execution, and four Abcriginal casualties, it was
not & fiasco, but considering Arthur's military aim, it was a failure.  As the
Black Line directly coniributed to the success of the conciliatory arm of
the dual strategy, conducted by Robinson under Arthurs direction, it is
argued that it played a decisive part in the overall strategy. Distortions of
fact concerning the Line by Arthur, contemporary writers, and by

historians, are noticeable.

To the British regiments involved, this campaigh is restricted to
passing references in some regimental histories, and for the British Army
it has been long forgotten. The Black Line deserves remembering by
Australian military historians as the largest warlike operation in the
continent  prior to the defence of northern Ausiralia in 1942, For
Tasmanians, a universal consciousness has developed concerning the
freatment of the original Tasmanians, yet litde is known of the long and

bitter war which is a part of our colonial history.
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Figure 1: Outline Organization: Regiment of Foot.
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(a)

Equipment weighed up to 60bs; a normal minimum was:
1. Shako. with rain-flap 2.Hak not pigtailed or powdered
aferi808 3 Rolled greatcoat and blanket - 8bs
4 'Trotter knapsack-larred cloth and leather on wooden
frame-chest-strap was uncomfortable il held:2 prs.shoes,
2prs stockings ipr.gakers 2 shits, ipr trousers 1
fatigue [acket and cap, 4 brushes buttonstick, comb
pipeclay for clkeaning personal belongings- about 18bs
5. Mess dishé Wooden watar-bottie full, about 4b
7 Haversack- lhwee days bread, two days beef - Sbs
8 Socket bayonet, 11t 8ins long - 1b. 9. Pouch, 60 ball
cartrigges - 6bs 10 Uniform now more practical. single-
breasted with regimentaliy-coloured ‘facings’ and lace
Loose campaign trousers from locai cioth 11 Brown
Bess . the strong, indla Pattern smooth bore musket of
753 calibre 41t 11ins long without bayonet - 9b 110z

Figure 2: lllustrations of Equipment

(b)
Detachments of the <6th
Regiment served in Van
Diemen's Land against
bushrangers This depicts
a corporal In 1817 after
months of campaigning in
the bush. His pack has been
replaced by a blanket roll
and haversack and civilian
trousers substituted for the
blue-grey overalls The
eather straps, usually pipe-
clayed, now reverted to duil
eather He has a feather
in what remains of his felt
Belgic’ shako

(a) During the Peninsula campaign and at Waterloo
(b) Bush dress, Van Diemen's Land
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Figure 3: Map of the Police Districts.
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1824 1825 1826 1827 1828 1829 1830 1831
Incidents 1824 - 1831

Year Jan. Teb. Mar. April May ]une]uly‘Au‘g Sé;’yt. Oct.  Nov. Dec Total N/D  Total
1824 - - 1 i - 4 1 1 - i - 1 10 1 1
1825 1 - 3 3 - 1 - 1 2 - - 1 12 2 14
e 3 - 1 2 3 2 - 2 2 10 4 29 - 24
1877 2 5 1 3 4 7 7 - 4 5 18 9 65 7 72
1828 7 12 18 11 2 1 4 9 16 21 14 21 136 8 144
1829 14 6 10 7 11 6 7 18 12 16 27 9 143 5 148
1830 9 30 20 13 10 9 12 41 19 26 20 5 214 8 222
1831 8 3 9 2 10 5 1 6 1 7 2 2 66 - 66

Total number of Incidents involving Aborigines and Settlers in each year and month 1824 - 1831, [N/D - date not recorded.}

Figure 4. Graph and Table of Aboriginal-White Clashes, 1824-1831.
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Figure 5. Estimate of rocps available for counter-insurgency
duties December 1827.
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Figure 8. Map of areas in which martial law did not apply to
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Year Huts/dwellings Huts/dwellings Fircarms/ Caltle speared Sheep speared Horsues killed Crops and stacks

sct on fire plundered ammunition killed, dispersed killed, dispersed destroyed (does
taken FR/AM not include crops
in barns destroyed
- by burning}

W@y T 0 0 0 0 0
1825 - i 7 1 1 1 0 0
1826 1 13 5 0 0 0 0
1827 2 21 4 0 1 0 0
1828 8 63 8 1 5 4 2
1829 5 74 10 2 2 0 1
1830 8 113 20 0 4 2 0
1831 2 26 14 ! 0 0 0
Year Flour Tea Sugar Potatoes Blankets Bedding Clothing Knives Food (general)

(F) (T) S (P (BL) (BD) L (KN) (FD)
1824 (1) - - - - - 1 1 - 1
1825 ) 1 1 1 - 2 - 27 1 -
1826 (5) 2 - 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
1827(12) 5 3 3 - 2 5 1 2 4
1828(27) 7 4 6 5 10 4 5 3 7
1829 (37) 14 1 14 2 19 17 7 7 6
1830 (55) 27 16 27 1 24 11 13 12 13
1831(15) 5 3 5 - 1 3 2 1 4
Year Landowner's Servants Others Attacked - Allacked - Attacked - Persons

killed/wounded  killed/wounded  killed/wounded speared waddies stones harrassed

1824 2 8 - 3 3 - 3
1825 - 12 - 3 1 - 4
1826 3 27 - 5 6 13
1827 5 47 - 20 5 - 26
1828 13 58 7 42 8 - 63
1829 3 74 1 49 9 5 34
1830 12 62 2 46 14 4 57
1831 10 21 2 20 4 - 25

Figure 11: Statistical tables of results of Aboriginal raids, 1824-1831.
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Figure 13: Lieutenant-Governor Arthur's itinerary 4th-20th October
1830.
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Figure 14:  Enlargement of part of Ross's map used for the Black
Line. (M.L.Z M2 880/1830/2)
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Figure 15: Extractfrom orders of 25th October 1830 showing
diagrams of “Abattis™ and “Palisade”. ’
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Figure 16: Scott'srough plan of movement for drive 2nd-6th

e November 1830. by
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17: Scott's sketch map of advance to Lines K/L of 17th-20th
November 1830.
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