UNIVERSITY of
TASMANIA

University of Tasmania Open Access Repository

Cover sheet
Title
Community policing and refugee settlement in Regional Australia: A case study of Tasmania

Author
Campbell, DM

Bibliographic citation

Campbell, DM (2011). Community policing and refugee settlement in Regional Australia: A case study of
Tasmania. University Of Tasmania. Thesis. https://doi.org/10.25959/23210552.v1

Is published in:

Copyright information

This version of work is made accessible in the repository with the permission of the copyright holder/s under
the following,

Licence.

Rights statement: Copyright Copyright the Author

If you believe that this work infringes copyright, please email details to: oa.repository@utas.edu.au

Downloaded from University of Tasmania Open Access Repository

Please do not remove this coversheet as it contains citation and copyright information.

University of Tasmania Open Access Repository

Library and Cultural Collections

University of Tasmania

Private Bag 3

Hobart, TAS 7005 Australia

E oa.repository@utas.edu.au CRICOS Provider Code 00586B | ABN 30 764 374 782 utas.edu.au


http://doi.org/
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/
mailto:oa.repository@utas.edu.au
https://figshare.utas.edu.au
https://utas.edu.au

Community Policing and Refugee Settlement
in Regional Australia:

A Case Study of Tasmania

Danielle Monique Campbell

Bachelor of Arts, University of Tasmania

Masters of Arts (Development), Murdoch University

Submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Tasmanian Institute of Law Enforcement Studies,
School of Government,

University of Tasmania
Hobart,

November 2011



DECLARATION 1

This thesis contains no material which has been accepted for the award of any other
degree or diploma in any tertiary institution. The thesis does contain material
previously published. This material is dispersed throughout the thesis and is not
reproduced in full in any particular chapter. Due references are made to the published

works in the text of the thesis.

The publishers of the two journal articles (attached in the related publication section of
the thesis) hold the copyright for that content, and access to the material should be
sought from the respective journals. The other two publications are available to the
public on the UTAS website. The remaining non-published content of the thesis may be
made available for loan and limited copying in accordance with the Copyright Act

1968.
The co-authored published papers acknowledge the contributions made by the second

author in her role as PhD supervisor only and a statement of authorship is included in

the declarations in this thesis.

The Tasmanian Social Science Human Research Ethic Committee granted this research
full application approval (reference number H8597) on the 22 March 2006 and an

additional acceptance of amendments on the 11 May 2007.

Signed

Date — 17 November 2011



DECLARATION 2

Statement of Co-authorship

The appendix to this thesis includes two co-authored publications. Danielle Campbell
is cited as the first author in both publications. This reflects the fact that the research
and the primary authorship of both papers is hers. The inclusion of Roberta Julian as
the second author is an acknowledgment of her intellectual input in the role of primary

supervisor for the PhD.

Signed

ﬁ»—é—\'

Associate Professor Roberta Julian

17 November 2011



ABSTRACT

Although Australian police were not the perpetrators of the profound violation of trust
that characterises the refugee experience, they have the potential to be one of the key
agencies in settlement to assist in the restoration of trust. This research explores the
perspectives of police and refugees concerning police-refugee and refugee-police
relations. The research was conducted in Tasmania, Australia, as a regional location
settling refugees. The qualitative research involved 160 participants including police
and members of seven of the African newly arrived refugee communities. The data
was collected from 2006 to 2008, a time that was characterised by periods of negative
media attention focusing on African refugees and debate about settlement in regional

Australia.

The research offers an understanding of both the perspectives of police and the
members of newly arrived African communities in regional Australia on factors that
can influence interactions between them. The research reveals that an understanding of
experiential difference and community dynamics is crucial. The data analysis
identified three distinct themes affecting police-refugee relations: the process of
transition for refugees, the timing of police interventions and individual/community
dynamics, highlighting a need for police awareness of the refugee experience and how
this awareness may then influence contact between police and refugees. The study also
tackles the issues of reporting and racism from both the perspectives of police and the

African refugee communities.



The research explores ways to expand community involvement in a range of safety and
crime prevention initiatives by increasing the flow of information between refugee
communities and police, and improving feelings of safety and security for individual
refugees, refugee communities and police. The study identifies principles to create,
maintain and sustain positive police-refugee relationships that support the complex
dynamics of settlement in regional Australia, with a focus on the vulnerability of
refugees during stages of transition. It was found that using a number of targeted
community policing strategies to support newly arrived refugee communities during
initial settlement contributed to an increase in refugees” understandings of Australian
law and that trust, perceived legitimacy in police, and cooperation were increased. The
thesis also argues that police-refugee relationships are enhanced by a procedural
justice framework and could be positively affected by restorative justice practices.
Finally, the findings from this research can be translated into a series of practical
applications that could have a positive impact on the effectiveness and efficiency of
police work by increasing the capacity for community engagement, improving feelings

of safety and encouraging reporting to police.

Text and Context of Malediction
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