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Ice .Dreaming 

Reading Whiteness 

in Kim Scott's 

Benang: from the heart 

Kristyn Evelyn,Harman 

This thesis is'submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements 
for admission to the degree of  Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 

in Aboriginal Studies and English 
at the University of Tasmania. 



lriis workis dedicated to a.m. 
Aha for Ehanor andZoe, 

my GQht andmy bye. 



This thesis contains no material which has been accepted for a degree or diploma 

by the University or any other institution, except by way of background 

information and duly acknowledged in the thesis, and to the best of my knowledge 

and belief no material previously published or written by another person except 

where due acknowledgement is made in the text of the thesis. 



Abstract 

Through a close reading of Kim Scott's Benang: from the heart, this thesis 

interrogates what whiteness in an Australian colonial context looks like from an 

Aboriginal perspective. Its central proposition is that Scott's narrator, Harley, 

discovers whiteness as a consequence of discovering his Aboriginality. It suggests 

whiteness is imbued with a power that arises through its invisibility and its ability 

to racialise and circumscribe non-white others. When this process is reversed, and 

whiteness is made visible, its power is diminished. Harley (re)places whiteness 

into an Aboriginal paradigm from within which he imagines a syncretic future for 

Australia. 



The preparation of this Honours thesis has been greatly assisted through the 

professional input of my supervisors, Dr. Mitchell Rolls and Dr. Anna Johnston. 

Thanks must also go to past and present academic staff from Riawunna and the 

School of English whose teaching and mentoring have contributed in so many 

ways to this work. My gratitude is also extended to the administrative staff and 

librarians who have been generous with their assistance throughout the course of 

this project. Special acknowledgement is due to Riawunna for the provision of an 

office space and generous assistance with photocopying and binding. 

Acknowledgement is also due to the School of English for kindly assisting with 

photocopying during the course of this thesis. 



Contents 

Introduction 

White Parchment, White Skin: Writing on Ernest Solomon Scat 

A Power of Writing: Undermining the Archives 

(Re)Placing Whiteness: Bleached Aborigines & the Ice Dreaming 

Conclusion 

Appendix 

Works Cited 


	University of Tasmania Open Access Repository
	Cover sheet

