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The Hobart catholic Lithuanian community in

Source of illustrations used in this thesis:
The Lithuanian Yearbook (1983), Australijos Lietuviu, Merrastis 11, S.A. Print Co., Adelaide, South
Australia, 1984. Captions have been translated from Lithuanian.



Table of Contents

List of Tables and Figures
List of Hllustrations and Maps
List of Abbreviations
Acknowledgments
Declaration

Permission to copy
Chapter 1 Introduction
Chapter 2 The Nature of Arthur Calwell's Displaced Persons Scheme
Chapter 3 Uncertainties: The Lithuanian Immigration Experience
A brief survey of Lithuanian history
Lithuanian displaced pérsons
The arrival of Lithuanian immugrants in Australia
Chapter 4 Duality: A Survey of Lithuanian Immigrants in Tasmania
The 'assimilation’ of Lithuanian imrnigrants in Tasmania
Lithuanian working lives
The preservation of Lithuanian culture
Social and political outlooks

Cultural preservation and the younger generations

Chapter 5 Immigration and Change:

The Continuance of Life in Tasmania

Settlement in Tasmania -

v

vi

vid

Vil

21

22
26
28

36
38
40
43

45
48

53

55



Chapter 6 Conclusion

Reflections on post World War II migration:
Lithuanians in Tasmania

Reflections on methodology employed in this study

Appendices
Appendix A : Cover letters accompanying questionnaires
Appendix B : Questionnaires
Appendix C : Map of Lithuania
Appendix D : Maps of eastern and central Europe 1937-1947

Appendix E : Raw data, Lithuanian immigrants in Tasmania

Bibliography

ii

63

66

68
69
72
83
86
8%

98



iii

List of Tables and Figures

Tables
Table 1 Declared nationality of permanent new arrivals
. in Australia, October 1945 - December 1952 19

Table 2.1 Gender, marital status, year of arrival and age on arrival

of Lithuanian immigrants in Tasmania (Appendix E) 90
Table 2.2 Number of married Lithuanians who later settled

in Tasmania o 31

" Figures

Figure 2.1 Year of arrival of Lithuanians in Tasmania 30

Figure 2.2 Age of Lithuanian immigrants upon arrival in Australia 32



iv

List of Ilustrations and Maps

Hlustrations

Mlus. 1 The Hobart catholic Lithuanian community in 1950
illus. 2~ Lithuanian weekend school

Illus. 3 - Lithuanian foik dancing group "Venta" - |

Ilus. 4 Organising committee of the first Lithuanian sporting

carnival in 1973

Illus. 5 ‘Lithuanian "Perkunas" basketball team

Illus. 6  Baltic commemorative activity
Maps
Map | Map of Lithuania

Maps 2 -4  Maps of eastern and central Europe, 1937-1947

Cover
51
51
52
52
52
62

84
85



DP
DPs
GNC

| HELLP
HLCC
IRO
POW

SS

TAS

TIS

UK

UN
UNRRA
USA
USSR

List of Abbreviations

Aus;ralfan Broadcasting Corporation

Australian Newsprint Mills

Displaced Person

Displaced Persons

Good Neighbour Council

ﬁydro Electric Commission

Help Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian Peoples.

Hobart Lithuanian Community Councit

_International Refugee Organisation

Prisoner-of-war

Royél Australian Air Force

Schutz Staffel (Ger., = Protection Patrol), Nazi police force. '
Tasmania

Tasmanian Institute of Sport

United Kingdom

United Nations

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
United States of America |

Union of Soviet and Socialist Republics



vi

Acknowledgments

The author is indebted to many people who have directly offered their support and

encouragement throughout the process of completing this thesis.

Many thanks are extended to those Lithuanian Australians who shared their stories and
kindly allowed me to mention their names in my thesis. I especially wish to thank

" Algimantas Taskunas, for his continuing support and his keen interest in my thesis.

’ Sincere thanks to ‘my supervisor Dr Richard Ely and to Professor Campbell Macknight .
and Dr Asim Roy, who.coordinated seminars which broadened my understanding of
historical research methods, reporting techniques, and illuminated the many tricks of

the trade.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have indirectly helped

and supported me, steering this dissertation through to completion.

Thank you to my mother Maria and sister Lory, for their encouragement, support,

suggestions and patience.

This research is dedicated to the memory of my father, Franz Ewald Boas.

Erika Boas



vii

Declaration

I certify that this dissertation contains no material which has béen accepted for the
award of any other degree or diploma in any institute, college or university, and that,
to the best of my knowledge or belief, it contains no material previously written by any

person, except where due reference is made in the text of the dissertation.

L. Boas

Erika Boas

Date. /.. 72/1999



viii

Permission to Copy

T authorise the loan of this thesis to bona ﬁ_de researchers, students, and members of
the staff of the University of Tasmania and the supply of a single copy of the thesis in

- any form of reproduction to all or any of these.

/fﬁo@-

~ Erika Boas

Date. /0././2/1999




	University of Tasmania Open Access Repository
	Cover sheet

