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ABSTRACT

This‘study of the environmental movement in Tasmania employed'.a-
quéstionnaire and interview survey and analysis of some published
texts to outline the political positions, ideologies and social
theoretical assumptions of environmental activists at a time of
political conflict (during the Franklin.Rivef.campaignj. A positional
and reputational method was used to identify 31 leading activists who -
were asked questions on class Sackgrounds and careers,  present and.
past prganizational memberships. _ Political self—identification and
views on social probleis and. fpture53 .political instituﬁions_ and
change, ecoﬁomic> growth and énvironﬁental étratégies'weré-;dught.-!'
Generally, political views, class backgroﬁnds andv'careers showedf'a.

broad mixture -- not . readily characterizable as either new-class or~ . =

‘petit-bourgeois. Tertiary educations and previous. ‘involvement in:

non-conservative - politics, were | common. Iaeologically, - this'
1eadership group was an assortment of New .left rédiéals and ~sociél
democrats, with few espousing typical liberal or populist views. -The
heterogenous nature of environmental leadership shows
characterizations such as "single-issue" and "middle-class" to be

misleading.
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INTRODUCTION

The whole nature cof expanded reproduction that European
civilization has brought about in its capitalist era.....
is beginning to exhibit a runaway  character. The success
that we had with our means of dominating nature is
threatening to destrov both ourselves and all other peoples,
whom it relemntlessly draws into its wake.... We are feeding
off what other peoples and future generations need for their
own life.... The so—called scientific and technical
revolution, which is presentlv being pursued predominantlyv
in this dangerous perspective, must be reprogrammed by a new
social revolution. The idea of progress in generzl must be
interpreted 1in a radically different way from that to which
we are accustomed. [Bharo, ~ 1978:262-263 (original
emphases) ]

Political protest over various forms of .pollution, natural
resource use and destruction of features of the nétural and built
environments, appeafs to be a popular, spogtahepus movement' of .
considerable scope and power, érising quite transparéntly as a
response to a real and deteriorating situation. The quote above gives
a taste of the ideas of oné'of the influential political theorists and
activists of West Germany’s ''Greens'. Its tone and scope is not
unfamiliar but its application here and now, it could be argued,
represents something significantly new in the history of political
thought. But there are'opposing views of environmentalism which see
it as irresponsible wmeddling with ‘'good government', vet another
manifestation of existing .social power structures or an ideological
movement (or ploy) whose ultimate end is the protection of the

political and econcmic status quo, drawing attention away from more

pressing social issues. Can the environmental movement be
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characterized as a new conservatism or a new radicalism?

The answer to this must be that it is bbch, because it includes
many forms.of political motivation and activism. The political ideas
and styles encompassed by people who are seen as environmentalists may
cover too many differences to be considered as a coherent sociél
movemegt. There is a need for some characterization that will express
the essenée of environmentalism, if such exists. This study attempts
to analyse one example of the envirénméntal movement . which may
arguably embody its essential features: the nature conservation or
wilderness movement. TQ look further into this, the study survevs
what is taken to be the leadership of the conservation movement in the
\Australian region of Tasmania. A profiléiof activists is built up
using‘,information on their educational and occupational baekgrounds
and-on their ‘expressed views on political and ecqnomic issues.
Particular attention 1is paid to Ehe derivation from or relationship
to, the established pélitical ideologies such as liberalism, socialism

and conservatism, which an ideology of environmentalism may displayv,

if it in fact exists.

The solutions to environmental problems are as much a matter of
politics as they are of science. Environmental Sﬁpdies is the field
which actempts to combine study of these aspects (amongst others) and
is usuélly undercaken in two-forms. It requires on the one hand, an
understanding of phvsical systems, ecological balances and energy

flows (and the efiects of human activity on these), and on the other

nand, the societal and cultural processes that cause environmental

impacts or which may retard them. This thesis is concerned with the
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second of these areas. Using concepts and methods from the social
scienées it throws some light.on recent atteﬁpts by people to arrest
environmental destruction through politicalvactibn. It is a survey of
éﬁvironmental activists in Taémania which presents a fairly detailed .
st;dy of a small group in terﬁs of their political philoséphiés,
,ideologies and backgrounds. A basic assumption behind this reseérch
is that the environmental movement cannot be dissmissgd as irrational,
ineffective, bouréeois or reactionary nor can it be uncritically
embraced as tfiumphant, representative or indomiﬁable. It needs to be

. C
unders;ood as a complex social phenomenon, having parallels and
precedents as well aé unfamiliar features and most feadily grasped by
some direct involvement of tﬁe researcher as well as using-insights

from the disciplines of philosophy, sociology'édd political science.

Chapter 1 is a discussion of some of.the{}eleVaht theories,,that
-attemﬁt. to explain. ehvironment&lism.b-ﬁow;dglphe established.sociéls
thedries'attempt to explain or criticise pqiitical~ protest - around
ma jor new _issues su;h as wilderness preServatibﬁ? It also specifies
the main questions to which the study tries to provide some answers.
,Notably; can the environmental movement be characterized as the
political expression of a partiéular social class? Is thére an
ideology of énvironmeﬁtalism that reveals the interests and social
power base of a particular class position, such as Fhe "middle-class"

or ''mew-class'"?

Chapter 2 provides a brief history of environmental issues in

Tasmania, and discusses several books published by conservation

activists which contain the best and most influential attempts at a
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coherent social or political theory.

Chapter 3 describes the method used- in the questionnaire and
interview survey carried out for this study and Chapter 4 details the
main findings of this survey into demographic, class and éducational

aspects of respondents’ backgrounds and organizational memberships.

Chapter 5 describes responses to interview questions. on some
political and social issues which may indicate respondents’
ideological or class positions and how these seem to relate to

environmental politics.
Chapter 6 concludes withh a summation of the -evidence for a -
‘characterization of environmentalism in termé'of;class and‘pdlitical

positions.

THE
UNIVERSITY
OF TASMANIA

LIBRARY




CHAPTER 1: THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT

‘Environmentalism, as a social ﬁovement‘with' a ‘popular base " in
modern, Western societies, has existed only since the lgte 1960s. As
shown in this study it includes in its éqbit coﬂcern for many tradi-
tional -social problems as well as genuinely novel issues that have
resulted from the expansion of technologically dépen&ent, highly popu-
lated societies- aﬁd their iﬁpact on cultﬁral and ecological systems.
The potenﬁial for mass envirqnmentél éoncern'and‘the globél naturé idf

many ecological issues "are what make environmentalism politically .

-intergsting. It is an indication of the pdlitical significance .of the . -

.moyemeﬁt ’ésv highlighted in TaSménié that a state-government~H£s f§l4f1

len, lapgely over an énvironmental.controveréy;<~the'»same Tissﬁe~-bas;~j"
Vbeen a majdr factor in an Australian federal:electiqp, possibly.
accounting for six seats of the Australian ‘Iabor_'Pérty's 23 .-seat.
majérity in 1983 [Carr, 1983]. This"controveréy over the Franklin
River has also created a world record informal referendum.vote.made as
a public prdtest and an environmental lobby organization claims that
it has a greater memberéhip than that of the two hajor politicaiv par-—
ties combined, in the state of Tasmania. In Britain it has been sug-
éested'fhat nearly 10% of the population belong to an environmental
group of some sort (more than any political party) and further{ that
"the radical ’Green’ .vote must be around 5%, if Germany is anything to

go by." [Culshaw, 1983:7] The Federal High Court decision of July 1983

was of world significance in that it went a long way towards making an
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international treaty on wildernmess enforceaSle, and in the face .of-
considerable local oppoéition and pressure to preserve the status -quo -
in Australian intergovernmental relations. However it is douﬁtful
that the penetration of environmental iésues into the fabric of Aus- B
tralian political culture is as deep as many other traditional cbﬁ—
cerns. In the aftermath of the Franklin River campaign despite
changes. in government at both the state and federal levels, the same

basic economic and environmental policies remain intact in Tasmania.*

All of these real and attempted changes in political and economic
life and other more disparate, intangible effects can-be refered to as

an environmental "movement'". A first approximation of the environmen— . .

tal movement may define it more generally as a large scale process of

change in values, attitudes and undérstanding.in relation to the. non-. -~ ~

human world. This empirically oriented, exploratory study concen-—
trates on environmentalism through the more specific subject of ‘nature
conservation -which has existed in Tasmania in an active form for

nearly two decades.

The environmental movement has been analyticaliy' divided 1into

three parts by Buttel and Larson [1980]:

(1) public environmentalism, or the broad range of concern that is
felt or expressed by people who are not directly committed to an
organization;

(2) voluntary environmentalism, or those groups that wusually rely

entirely on unpaid work and private donations, or limited public

* There has since been a hasty committment to begin two new dams, pro-
viding 1less power and costing more than the Franklin below Gordon dam
and with no concession to the disputed issues of capital intensivity
of such public projects or the future demand for their power.
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funding, and which are formed around a wide variety of issues from
opposition to the proliferation of the nuclear igdustry,to local.prban
buildihg or landscape conservation and;

(3) institutional environmentalism, which involves people employed -

directly to monitor,'administer or research poliution, national parks’-
and industry impacts on natural énd urban environments. Occupations
in this category oc;ur mainiy in government and university departments
but also to some extent in private, pubiic and statutory corborationé.
There 1is an area of o&erlap here with older, established fields such
és pﬁblic health, town planning, fo:estfy and economic and energy pol;
“icy development departments in governmeﬁt ahd.academia. 'Hoﬁe§er there .-
are clear instances ofvnew functionS'éna departments being creatgd: as
.. a :résult of the rise in public inte:est.in'ehvironmentgliisgqes-oyef -
tﬁeApést'ﬁﬁo decades (for eiémple fede;al ana Stéte goverpmeht:deparf—"
.ments of National Parks and Wildlife, énd various pOIifOliOS*er:thé'
Environment ) which can be seen as a resulﬁa.‘;bf‘ a social _movement, -
fiﬁdiﬁg expression through specific'législation. Siﬁilérly,-changes>
in a;ademic disciplines and departments also reflect this. The public

and voluntary parts of the movement will also overlap with other popu-

lar concerns and caﬁses, themselves the résults or origins of other

social movements.

These three parts add up to concise description of the environ-
mental movement but beforé discussing the specific element of volun-
tary environmentalism in more detail, we need to consider the broader
question of what a social movement is aqd how it can be thought. of in

relation to some basic concepts of social theory: power and class.

Some key features of social movements have been identified as:
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~. (1) being --a deliberate: collective endeavour to promote- social

(2) having at least a minimum of organizational structure and;

(3) founded upon voluntary part1c1pat10n by members [Wilkinson,

Wl b

SRR {__,;fy T

+1971:27]1. But a more coherent definition by Rush and Denisoff sees'

] ;-,.;» - . - .o .
(el - g

soc1al movements as’ emergent ideological realities given social 51g—
e . D . v )

~'”. LR

nificance during periods of a consciousness of [societal] dysfunction,

which prov1de referents for moblllzatlon to bring about desired change.

within and/or of the social system. [1971 252] While this perhaps

-

L3 eeN Lo : .
.‘"-.,;m..‘, . e ~Phae . -

tions for workers in the labor movement or conservatlon of ° w11derneSS'

for environmentalism);. the. role of 1deas, 1deology and knowledge 15,..ﬁ

:.;v:,'..-; T - . . S X
TR TRage el i wte B

obv1ously cruc1al and w111 help to determine future ‘political direc— o

. w'u.u». -

tions and alliances. Alllances w1th maJor politically powerful groups

ST o i R L. .

w1ll be 1mportant 1f env1ronmentalism is to grow in strength and depth.

P )

logical purv1ew [Inpsky, 1968]

The ideas of political activists and the prediction of political
movements invariably cause problems for empirical and positivist ana-
lyses. For example ‘in an empirical study of world political systems,
Dahl makes two.points that he says run directly counter to the reduc-
tionism that prevails in much of contemporary social sciences:

(2) that for some time to come no explanatory theory is likely to be
able to account for the beliefs of political activists and leaders
and;

(b) that beliefs and ideas should be treated as a major indepen-

v underrates the emergent mater1a1 realitles that accompany soc1a1 move-— .

as a soc1al movement to match the scope of its apparently broad ideo-

- ment success “in ach1ev1ng goals (for example, 1mproved 11v1ng condl-lﬁ
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dent variable" [Dahl, 1971:188].

An overly formal and static view of the "political system" res-—
tricts an understanding of polit;cs to the social institutions and
~ specializations of functions extant in a society at a given time in
its history. To avoid this sort of problem in understanding the role
of ideas in political change, this study approaches environmgntal pol-
itics through the notion of sociai: movement , which implies broad

categories of social power. This in turn implies social classes as

"understanding"”

the beare%s_ of power and ideoiogies as their ways of
society.. The importance of the idealof social movement is that it
locates political power and thé sources and mechanisms of change away
from a schemétic, conservative view towards the more diverse, complex'
areas‘of cultural,(symbo}ic) representations and everyday maferial and
‘ideoldgical life conditions. It avoids reductionism but at the
expense of immediate clarity; In this spirit Tourainevstrongly urges
a new sociological perspective ﬁhich focuses on struggle for control
over historicity, or a society’s capacity to create its own structure,
interaction with its eﬁvironment and.changes in éulturai and class
relations [Tquraine, 1981}. He wuses the iaea of social action as
being the defining characteristic of historiciﬁy, where societies act
upon themselves to creaﬁe fheir future forms. Sociai movements are
the visible aspect of this process. He sees the older workers move-
ments Eeing replaced (in importance) by new soéié; movements in the
era of social history which he calls "programmed society'". Some gen-
eral theory of social movements in this sense:is obviousl} important
for achieving a long—term‘ and comparative perspective on social

change.
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The o§ér1aps between the various modern social movements in . Aus-—-
tralia ére évident»in the pages of a current affairs.magazine such as
Chain Reacﬁion. Here there ‘are articleé on ecology, femihisﬁ, disar-
mament and fo}itical and social theory. As a result there has been - -
some concern to define an "ideology" of énvironmentalism [Chain .ReaCf
tion, 1982-83] and to synthesize these diverse concerns [Salleh,
1983]. Critics of environmentalists’ agitation also make. various 
claims 'abOut environmentalism as ideology. But what is an ideology
and what wquld an ideology of environmentalism loék‘ like?v It seems

that both types of comments on environmentalism refer to something

quite different;'the first iﬁplies a theory and the ‘second a_udecep—: f« e

tion.

POLITICAL CHANGE AND SOCIAL CLASS

One way to try to explain a sﬁéial move@ent or politicél pressure
groups 1is in terms of social class. Defiﬁing and successfully apply-
ing definitions of social class have been contentious and confusing
issues in ,socialvsciences and politics for over a century. = The most
consistent use of this approach has been made by Marxism and related
strands of social theory, where ideas of class and ideology are inti-
mately connected. 1In diécussing Australian history Connell and Irving
provide a theoretical setting usefui for-this survey. For them, the

*subject of class analysis is social péwer: how it is organized, on

the largest possible scale..." and that its aspiration "is to dis-

cover those structures of relationships that operate most generally
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~and most powerfully. It has this aspiration precisely because this is
a criterion for practical polifics" [1980:2]. At a fundamental, level
class 1is a category of social power'over material and cultural needs
and benefits. - Marxist theory can use the idga of class at a very fun—-
damental level to explain the productibn of knowledge and ideology in
society. The argument runs thus:
Classes are first of all identifiable in terms of relationms
in which people enter when participating in the material
transformation of reality. That is, all those people carry-
ing the same aspects of production relations belong objec—
tively to the same class. Classes thus become  the basic
units of social life..... Knowledge, or mental transforma-
tion, is determined by material transformation in the  sense
that the latter calls the former into existence...( ...even
though the former is apparently unconnected with the
latter).... If material transformation is socially, class
determined, so is mental transformation: classes,. therefore,
--are mnot only the basic units of social life but also of "
knowledge. [Carchedi, 1983:1-2] @ :
Any'comﬁressed definition will be unsatisfactory unless related to .a
broader discussion of assumptions and applications of this category of
social theory. While such an elaboration is not central to this study

some points can be made to prepare the way for the use of this concept

in the following survey of environmental activists.

Aiming for a high ievel of generaiity and expianatory power
social theorists have .used the idea of class in a variety éf ways,
most of which are found wanting by Connell and Irvings’ discu;sion.
Common problems are that classes are taken as fixed and ahistorical,
thef are taken as relatively equal or important in. terms of broader
historicél or ethical assumptions and they are sometimes ;egarded iﬁ

thg theoretical abstract and fail to account for the ‘everyday, life
<

conditions of existing people [pp. 3-12]. Class analysis is not sim-
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ply.a matter of categorizing individuals by various criteria but of
also-identifying social structures which, among other things willjtend
to produce individuals who are socialised into various pre-exiéting
(aithough never historically identical) patterns of ideas, emotionmal,
linguistic and cognitive attributes and ébove all . into occupa;ional'
and poﬁer roles .in éociety.' Of most interést in this process are
structufes resulting from the owner§hip and control of the means -of
production orb the ."economic" sphere. But the role of political and
ideological defermiﬂants of class (the differént'ways that people see
themselves as wmembers of classes [Giddens, 1982;‘fou1antzas;>1?82])

also have to be considered.

The essential point for considering social class in ‘relatibn to
political ideologies is that‘the strﬁctura} 1oéétion:tha§ aldlésé doesi’
-or ﬁight conceivably occupy, is- ontologically’ independent fpf;,;hé
groups'..or inaividuals' awareness of it. A class may be more or less
"awaref of its shared characteristics and interests énd it ‘may -move.
more ‘or less toward or away from exercising political power but it
does all this within parameters that are given, due to the nature of
that sbcie£yL That awareness of social historicallprbcess or poten-
tial is accomplished in part, through ideologies. A major tenet of
the sociology of knowledge and of much of political theory, is that
there is an important relationship between the pblitical power avail-
able- to social classes (dﬁe to their access to productive resources)
and the ideas and beliefs of individuals within them. There is. n§
need to expect there to be a strict determinism of knowledge for this
approach to be useful, nor ‘is it necessary for problems of the

validity of political theories or beliefs to be resolved.
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. It is this type of_tﬁepretical framework that underlies various
Marxist class analyses of soéial and political life but it also under-
lies what they ﬁighf call boufgeois, pseudo—ciéss 'énalyses. Thé
diécourse .of the social sciences and Qf everyday political life fre-
“quently mékes usé of broad notions of social class determination.. for
explanation of individual ‘instancés' of political behaviour and for
prediction or suggestions about local issues. It is an important ~way
of thinking abOut';ocial sfructure and social change; whether corfect
or . not. - For example the environmental movement is frequently
&isparaged for being .middle—class; represenfative_of.only a narrow
 sectioﬁ-of society (thé privilegéd,_idle or seﬁtiﬁéntal) or for fbeing

"bourgeois", that is, identifiable with the ruling class and thus to.

blame for the evils of capitalism " [BereSford,'1977]F -It may also be - -

identified ﬁwi£h an ideoiogicalv-poéition Sﬁéh' as ’cbnservatism_
[Wells:19781, implying that it is~inheréntly:anaéhfonistic 'énd 7aﬁti—'
progressive. Rarely have éttempfs been ﬁaae to analyse envitonméntal—_.
ism as a specific variant of "ecritical theory" and left-wing “Of-

socialist politics.

In an analysis of environmental protest in Australia, Kamarul
characterizes three types of attempts to explain or discredit environ—
mental activism. Two are individualistic, psychological explanations
and another is class based: " environmental concern as the ideology
of middle-class interest aﬂd status” [1976:3]. He sees all these
attempts as wunable to adequately explain the range and complexity of
behaviour, belief and motivations in environmental protest. Most. of
these attempts are still being made, however. In one case for

example, "amateur conservationists' are identified as those . concerned
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with the ém{otional issues such as wilderness and who are not profes-—
_giopally pragmatic.in their concentration on more mundane -problems
(for example, feral . pests and éoil salinity). The reason for the.
"fanaticism and obsession" which this amateur. psychoanalyst identifies’
amohgst the ,leédership of this éroup'supposedly lies in sﬁbconscious
yearning for Jungian archetypes [ﬁeard, 1982]. The psychological
types of explanation seem. unlikely to be considered particulariy
relevant any loﬁger, at least amongst people who .have- to deal with
environmental issues as societal fhenomena. The class based explana-
tion remains the most plausible for sérious critics bent. on a- basi— S
cail§ nggative interpretation of eﬁvironmentai activism. Its plausi?
bility'is aiéé likely to be current amongst parts of ‘the political
left; . where ideas of sécial class have beeﬁ traditiohally'imporfant»
.aﬁd remain rele§ant>£o the aliiance of thironmental and”sociaiist.
politics. But a class explanation depends on the idea of’ciéss

"interest".

While the middle-class character of envirionmentalism .is' often-
asserted, the meaning and implications of this are far from clear -
partiéularly concerning the futufe political course of middle-classes
or strata. For example Buttel and Flinn [1978] find weak support for
a correlation of middle-class indicators and enyi:onmental concern but
conclude that "working class hostility toward.énvironmental issues has.
prébably been pveremphasizéd in the literature - with -‘important

theoretical implications being grounded on this presumed ambivalence."
It is not clear that a middle-class is really the same sort of

entity as a ruling or working-class, or whethér much is to be gained

N
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by treating it in the same way. In a Marxist scheme> the -modern
middle-class (as opposed to the traditional bourgéoisie) 1s ambigu—
-ously placéd betweén the owners and ‘prime céntrollérs of society’s

productioﬁ of goods and services (the bourgeoisié), and the. .working
'clasé-who are involved directly in producing goods and services, .as

wage earners. It will therefore lack the left’s concern with equality
and politicalfrevolution but lack also a full stake in ruling class

domination -and fhe political conservatism that usually accomﬁanies 
membership of political elites. Im other words it is not even a
-"class in itself" let alome a."class for itéelf". - An understanding of
'economic;and political issues relating to thé distribution éf';wealth'
is frequently claimed to be problematic fér envirohmentaiism [Beres-. -
ford, 19}7;’Sills,vl974; Enzehsberger,.l976},..Tﬁe polit;cal 'ﬁajvi;év
and ‘inéﬁﬁerience of many locai issue envirbﬁmeﬁtal_grouéé>ana thei;~.
basic support for liberal democracy and capitaliém érevoften;commented;
§n. In a s&udy of the environmental moveﬁent in New South Wales Cra-

ney found it to»bé lacking an "elaborated sécialvtheofy" and  open to
being placated by legitimizing government "solutions" to environﬁenta;
pfobleﬁs [1980:422,431]. But is this situation (this state of
knowledge) somehow fixed or determined by location of the middle-class
in the structure of society? Other commentators see other environmen-
tal groups pressing towards an increasingly radical political theory
and practice. For example an American observer contrasting early with
later forms of environmentalism found that "Social structure and class .
relations were to be és much a feature of later énvironmental analyses

as the ecosystem details." [Schnaiberg, 1980:370]

Class analyses of environmentalism in a social scientific vein



1: The Environmental Movement ' ' 20

have been' used to a limited extent to féresee likely political
developments of environmental issues relative to broadér social
changes. For example Buttel sees iﬁ the working—claéé "a substantial
nascent support base for the environmental movement" due to the
'forme;'ﬁ only conditional acceptance of extant pqlitical—economic
structurés and justificatioms. Class collaboration is sustained
largely because of the ability of capitalist economies to provide
economic growth [Buttel; 1978]. Ifdthis condition can - no longer be
met considerable ideological readjustment wmay occur concerning
eéonomié_grqwth aﬁd the distribution of:i;s fruits.'to' thg ‘working-.
'class, thfopgh ;he‘ wélfaré ‘state. ;.One of ghe bénéfit§ éf sﬁch ;n
approach in cénjunctioh wiﬁh a thedry of bréaa ecoaomic pr;cesses, .is
that it can suggest possible courées of social change in a future con-.
tex; of resource shbrtages;'economic depreséion and political fealign~

men;s to meet these exigencies. _Such has been attemptéd by'Stretth A
[19?6j_most notably, and developed by Buttel [1980] and Schﬁaiberg
[1980]. The essence' of these projections is that ehvironmentalism
,composéd as it is and various fadtions of éocial class componenfs, may
ténd' to follow one or all of three basic courses concernipg rédistri-
bution of wealth and opportunity in society, which it is projected by
many, will become an increasingly pressing issue in future climates of
stalling economic growﬁh in most "developed" capitalist - economies.
The three discussed by the above authors are: the leftist course,
entailing more egalitarian and decentralized decision making and dis- .
tribution of rewards*; the middle course entailing a precarious

balancing of competing claims on resources by various social groups;

* j.e. economic, environmental and cultural "goods".
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and the rightist course involving increased authoritarian political

structures and inequality of wealth and opportunity generally.

There is a clear'neéd then, for a case study that may. iiluminape
the structure of the envifoﬁmental.movement at this level and in. these
;heoreﬁicéi terms. The idéological diﬁehsioh'to these scenarios for
éocial change W111  obviéusiy be: important and this study confiﬁes
itself‘mainlyutb this area, though nof because 6f aﬁy assumption about
the primacy.of ideas in history. The aiﬁ'here is to.test the plausi-
bility of the characterization fmiddle—élassf as an indicator of the
idgologiéal‘.positibn of environmentalismr' To #o’this, evidence was
sought froﬁ reépondents aﬁd from sbme:publishéa text§ a£out the nafure-
of their"idéaé én politicél‘and economiq'institutioﬁs,and change and
ab0uf théir\expectationsﬁfor'éhebfuture;;iﬁ‘germs.:af 'génera1: sociél

problems as well as environmental politics.

THE NEW-CLASS

An essentiai part of trying to f£ill out the theoretical framework
of the class structure of m§dern societies ‘and possibly of the
environmental movement, is the position of wﬁat has been called the
new—class. The new-class 1is characterized by its close involvement
» with the complex technologiéél and bureaucratic processes that account
for‘ a large part of production and distribution within state—monbpoly
cabitalism. High levels qf education and linguistic -competence are
whatv favour access ﬁo this meritocratic class. An elaboration of the

economic characteristics of the new-class is' given by Carchedi who
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describes the occﬁpational and status-parametefs ﬁf'the neﬁ middle- ~
class, which in various ways resembles and funépibns like ‘both _cépi—
talisti'and worker. I is -disginct> from the old middle—ciass'or.

. petitfbourgeoisie.due to its -corporate and VeAucated character :bﬁt~,-=
1>similar ih itsvmixing of fuﬁéfions and tendencyltowards’deskilling>or 
proletarianizatidn [Caréhedi,'1975]. o : t o

«

The emergence of interest-group politics is seen by some as
related to the emergence of the new-class which is politically articu-
late and capable of "using the vsystem" for .its own ends. - It is -

.regarded as a "class for itself" with its ovn class intefestsf(gspg—
cially in Eéstérﬁ'Eufope [Kon;ad.& S?elenyi, 19791).. Somé environﬁenf

tal groups seem to display the éharacteristic political concerns and

proclivities of such a social class that is. well 'eddcated,"affluent" R

and 'geﬁerally concéfned with protecting status, recreational~épa pol-: -
itical resouéces for its own u#e. .'Suchv activism - and’ pféssﬁre'*qn.'*w
existing governmental and sécial»relationshiﬁs-threatens to upset a .
vbalanﬁe that.is assumed to be desi?able and real.’ Envirbnmentél»poli—
tics 1is omne of.the more apparent and troublesome manifestations of an
alleged bteakdown.of authority in society which a conservative, -anti-
intellectual political outlook is 1likely to attribute to the new—
claés; The legitimacy of many estabiished insﬁitutions and corporate
interests are challenged by the activities of politically'capable
minorities such as environméntalists who also are equipped with broad
philosophies and ethical claims that challehge entrenched views and
standérds of the_traditional left as well as the ruling class. A

neo-conservative class determinism (or reductionism) which is critical

of the new-class as a social group with privilege and power is evident’
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in the literature on modern pressure groups and social Vﬁovements
[Kirkpétrick, 1§79; Wildavsky, i979I. But explanation and prediction
along these liﬁes; which relies on fairly c;ﬁde assumptiéns about the-
economic and political»motives'pf the new-class, is open to question
due t0'the complexigy of political outéomes whén considered only in
class terms such aé ﬁhese [Horowiti, 1979]. Such explanation usually
reduces the dynamic of social c;ass ﬁovements to an individualistic,
subjective motivation, for example a classA is seen as selfish or
vrationaily calculating [Kamarul, 1976:30]. Experiénce from the Marx-
ist tradition, with its own tendency toyards class deterministijI
explanéfion qf social movéments; history and fhe state haé alsaudemon—.
strated the probléms of this approach [Jessop 1982:74]. Appraisals of
the cohtémporary environmental movement via a socialv.theory;'of'ﬁthe‘

middle—-class and ﬁéw—clasé, aré frequeﬁtly mad; with the thinly véiled(-
intention of Aisdrediting its claim to 5politica1 1eéitimacy as .-
'répresentatives of "the public interest". A less‘partisén and reduc-

tionist interpretation of the new-class is given by Gouldner Wﬁo con—
siders it to be a revolutionary and potentially benign development of
advanced capitalism. He makgs the essential point that the .new—qlass
is 1inherently contradictory, reflecting its ambivalent historical and

structural location between the two main classes. Its ideologies

correspondingly reflect this contradiction.

If such a thing as a new-class political position and ideology
exists and is responsible for the post-60s increase in consumption

based lobby groups (often active around "single issues" involving

"recreational" resources 1like wilderness) then it should be evident
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amongst leaders of politically successful environméntal orgaﬁiéations
in Tasmania. If a new—class determinist interpretation js cprrect
tﬁen activists in them wil; beﬁﬁainly éoncerpéd with perpetqétiﬁgf the - .
_qbnditions for the reproduction of their C%ass!_that is,.thg corporate - -
vproddction system of technological specializatioﬁs and a_credehtialis;.-,
status hierarchy based onveducational achievement and access,tb occu-
patibﬁél rewards. If on the other hand, this class 1is ideologically .
divided, the world viewsvof politically active meﬁbers will appear tb
be contradictory and uniikely to serve as a ﬁasis for class interest
or solidgrity.

Apart from'the'reality of the nveclass>as a group with a unified

‘world-view and interest (and the problem of defining it), the

behaviour of the middle-class generally, unﬁetjéhanging ‘economic. ~and | -

politicai circumstances is far from clearf Similarly un§fedic§ab1emisf
- the behavioﬁr of‘activis;s-ﬁho may be expeéfed to fhave 3hiddle;éla55
backgrounds.-_The following survey aims to.diséoﬁer whether.ﬁhere is a
wide Qariety of political views reéreéentea or a tendency toward »a'

unified ideology.

IDEOLOGY AND VOIUNTARY ENVIRONMENTALISM

If environmental 1obb§ groups are "middle-class' in that they are
composed. of people with middle-class backgrpunds and ideas, then

presumably they ﬁroject middle-class interests. But if the theoreti-.

cal position of the middle-class is not at all clear, middle-class
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interests will also be difficglt to define. In addition,. it caﬁ't be
assumed that thé ideas or advocacies of lobby groups and more broadly,
Aof éocial movements, simply reflect the vclass -ideologies of their
members. A sociology of knowledge that uncritically imputes politiéal
ideologies from social class loc;tions would have little credibility.
For example, Abe?crombie describes a “"conventional explanation of
ideologies, which sees their origins in sociai clésses and more. gen-—
erally social locations, and also a critical position-which is more
concerned with ideologies as outcomes of societies’ overall structure
or "modes of production" [1980:110]. More generally, it is not clear
in the sociology of knowledge or-in-theories of ideolégy,' that -~ ideas.
;gd beliefs can be identified simply with ;he social ioéation of those
who hold them {p. 172].’ Ideology is not simply a.set of ideas .that.
can 5é feaa off from a social class but is,determiﬁéd at othefllevels
as well;'having a broader role in the workings of a social system or

in history.

Ideologies are taken in this study to.mean-those‘ideas that cons-
ciously or unconsciously serve to justify polifical powers heid (or
asﬁired to) by a social sub-group. Activiéts will operate from an
ideological standpoint and within a given political and material cul-
tufe but by no means predictably or transparently, even to themselves.
They are likely to Have learnt that predictability is at times a stra-
tegic disadvantage. The cénfusing but essential feature of ideologies
is that they havé a douﬁle character: they both explain and mask

social realities at the same time [larraine, 1979:210-211; Leiss,

1972:16]. The specifics of what is revealed and concealed will be
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reiated to the power structure of a sociéty'where, at a'genéral level
the main sub-groups interact. -For” ﬁost individuals, -who can be
:categorizéd in terms of these sub-groups, we can expect - to find a
~ broad theory of society and of history wﬁich will guide them cogni-
tively, in.pursuing or comprehending political goals, -and this\will Be .
fqrmed by conscious learning expérienceé as well as unconscious back-
ground assumptions upon which experienced meanings are built. _?o
avoid 'the wider probleﬁ of definihg“ideology in the broad sense, this
study concentrates on the more obvious area of pblitical "views" which
are ‘considered here to include the narrower range of beliefs, values .-
ané‘knowledée that relate to broad'or'gioﬁél politiéal problems,:prin?L:,'
ciples and aspifations, and which in turn can be applied to local
issués.‘-reépies' lived expefieqcés:in §ar?ous::social “roles;--whiéh~'
. entail some: politicai power or agitation, resuit in a structure Qfl
concepts and values constituted by iﬁter-subjecgive and common or ..
shared meanings [Taylor, 1976:179]. These'ére learned or developed
from previous génerations and repréduced as a system of social mean-
ings which has a capacity for lécal adjus;menté :o‘accommoaaté it to

contemporary and varying situations [Swingewood, 1977:83].

At first glance the "class for itself".interpretation would seem
to fit institutional or professional environmentalism better than
voluntary organizations whose'comﬁosition would be freer from recruit-
ment restrictions and thus ﬁore heterogeneous. But it is these organ-—
izations that are perceived as being the most publicly yocal and suc-

cessful in bringing pressure to bear on -governments. Voluntary

environmental organizations can be broadly defined as those that
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expresé concern at the impact by éocieties on the natural wqud, on .-
ecological'balances and oﬁ the quality of ;ﬁe built "’ environmeht. -In
_his study of the épvironmen£a1 movementvin>New South Wales (thch

involved Australia’s urban core - the Sydne& region), >braney"divided'
'bvoluntary ﬁrganizations >thefe, into four types: Nature conservatipn
(172), Green émenity (31%), Civic émenity (25%Z) and Specifié . issue
- (26%). These cafegories covered-conéerns ranging from broéd ecologi~
cal issues, through local»aréa_recreafion and heritage p%otection to
single issues of proﬁest in any .of thése' areas.. The Tasmanian
environmental movement has manifested_it;elf mpstly“in» ﬁerms fof; the -

-_firsﬁ H;type' oflhorganizaﬁion: (nature' consefvatioﬂ53  hotably‘ thé:v

' Tasmanian Wildé;nesé Society; However there are élso some iocél» area
.recfeatign;l and cénsefvationiissqés represented}in‘;hevfollowiﬁgﬁsur—_;

vey. 'Envifoﬁmental_concerns could be defined»more'widély to - include

© . protest égainst ~the nuclear industry and to some extent against mis—. - -

treatment of animals (where these are native or. endangered species).
However there has been a clear, predominant tendency in Tasmania, for -

protest to centre around the issue’of the conservation of wilderness.

Environmental politics usually manifests itself in submissions to
government , 1itigétion, education and publicity. The emphasis in
recent years seems to have shifted towafds "litigation, political lob-
bying and technical evaluation" th.oldef forms such as rallies and
petitions are still used [Séhnaiberg, 1980:367].  Occasionally cam—
paigns escalate to electioneering and direct action. The range of

tactics (and presumably strategies) is broad, implying organizational

flexibility but also fundamental development or learning processes
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© within the movement.

Other eypologies of environmentalism (in America) by Schnaibeig
[1980:375—3851 attempt to illustrate various dimensions of historicalg
change. These generally show different strands of thevmovement (usnf
ally .corresponding to different.volunteryvorganizations) or different
phases through which some organizations may nave passed. - Fof example
there is a move from a cosmetic to a»radical—reformist approach to
solving environmental problems. There is a move from an elitist to a
populist 1lobbying style, from treating problems as the proper domain
of technocrats, to treatingbthembas the essentiai objeep of oonsumep
bprotest;vaombining theee;‘Sehnaibefg sees historicai development -from

the early roots in the conservationists (sueh‘aé Pinchot and Muir),

»through'ipreservationiste '(Ieopold)bénd:themeerly environmentalfmome—fa&..”5

ment of the 19605, to the ennironmentalism'of recent'yeare. :The._iast
has deepened its anaiyeis of ennironmental-probleme eo find canses in -
high-consumption capitalism at a basic level of economic and political,

funotions, and advocates solutions which'enteii broad social redistri- .
bution and small-scale technologies which undermine the power of esta-

blished elites [p. 371].

The'future growth or decline in the importance of environmental
politics is intimately linked with other social changes, both material
and ideological. It ie therefore necessary to try and locate the
environmental movement in the context of the broader political culture
and theories of class and ideology attempt analysis on this level. .In
a detajiled study of the Anstralian envimonmental movement Davis

reviewed various phases, strategies, effects and theoretical elements
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. applied to major environmental issues. While he finds tha; "no
integratgd theory Thas yet emerged.... énvironmental conflict is
shaped by the social énd pdlitical cqlture." {1981:478] Part bf this
shaping will be ﬁhro@gh traditionallpoliticél idgologies and . current

debates about social changé.

There is substantial evidence to sﬁggest the failing relevance
and validity of orthodox iibera%/bluralist expiana;ions of political
and economic systems {Lowi, 1969; Schattschneider, 1960]. To go
further Higley and Field [1980] argue that the traditiona11y dominant
pair of political philosophies in the industrial era, liberalism  and. -
socialish, are >no§’ irrelevant as ideologies. They have been sup-
plantéd in the post-war period by an insipid mixture df both that they
céll "welfare statism";» Given'tﬁis‘apbarenﬁ cfféis of qonﬁidence;'the#f”
political ideologiés of l;rg¢~numbers of peoplé, éﬁd' certain;f‘ those
active iﬁ séciél movements such as environmentélism, are-likely td
beéome more varied as they seek ﬁo inciude aspects of other traditions -
of  political thought and practice, as alternatives. Probably related
to this broader proccess is the growth in éize, infiuence and radical-
ism of envi;onmental groups whichAhas been documented in general for
Britain and America [0’Riordan, 1976; Sandback, 1980; Schnaiberg,
1980; and, in more detail, for Australia [Craney, 1980; Dévis, 1981]}.
What elements of ;he traditional pélitical ideologies will be used in
such a prbcess of expansiQe inclusion that may occur in a world-wide
political movement such as environmentalism? Are' there identifiable

factors that may indicate in advance, whether environmental politics

will move in a particular direction, based on features of its leaders’
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social backgrounds or interests?

Envifonmental organizations céﬁ be gonsjdered as (among'.other
thingé) interest groups, some of which have qie;r political goals. Td
the extent ﬁhét such groups get invélved in actively defending or.
pushing their interests and beliefs they would bé expected tordevelop
political ideologiés which explain’ana jusﬁify’to group umembers and
others, their. chaﬁging éphéres of influence and optioms. The effec-
tiveness of intefest groups depends on factors such as the support of
allies, financiai and skill resources, leadership and organizatipnal
structure [Figgis, 1979] but more fundamentaiiy énd logically'prior.to ,
-all'ghese is tﬁe initial ideological element of what might be called_a 
basicbpoliticalvopfimisﬁ and senée éf future-péssibilities. Is there -
a- fecogniﬁiéﬁ tﬂat'thévgrbup’s intéreéts are boiitical 6hes;vda§ableifj
of représéntafion in political terms and fqtéﬁ;ially-éolvéble,.in ﬂart".=
at least? ‘The <environmental mbvement- is repiéte with examples §f
small groups which begah as apolitical hobby organizations and’_became=>5
involved in lobbying out éf necessity . or 1obb§'groups which have
become :adicalized by lack of success in fhat area [Shackel, . 1968]. .
An important detérminant.of thé succeés that environmental groups. may
ha?e in pursuing their goals will be their own conceptions of their
role or possibie function. = The political optimism (or lack of it)
mentioned above will be reflected at the ideologicai level. .Spencer
(1982] discusses the futufe peréeptions of activists, in relation té
political suécess., The effective groups in his conception are those

with an elaboraﬁed theoretical perspeétive which will allow them to go

beyond the phase of agitation for social change and on to the prag-
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matic conéerns of revolﬁtion or'sustained reform, as.ﬁhey percieve
it.* This surféy, in trying to reveal éomethiﬁg of the futﬁre trajec—
tory .as weii as the class natdré and political idéologieé"of eﬂvironf.
méncalisﬁ, therefore asks activis;sv several questions about :their

future perceptions. -

Many envirdnmental‘lobby or interest groups undoubtédly achieve
some Uresults; at the level of law, government and administration even
if theyvhéve béen fairly limited in Australia. A lot-depends on the
‘ nature of their case and thevscope of their demands. Howevervthe.

broader aims of some sqch~groups may see@ quite utépian énd:ig- dirgct
opposition to the politiéal‘and economic system in which they operéte.rv
At'the.same tiﬁe ;hough, their existence alpﬁé ‘serves :to‘ 1¢gitimize,
current ‘fofms'vof ;goverﬁméht.“to' some éxtéhta[Ash L972];-ﬁihterest>
groups as lobb&lsts are seen to Ee proving the v1ab111ty of -a ¥s§stem
of government by simply existing and thus preéumablv hav1ng some sﬁc—»
cess in achieving their goals. Social movemenﬁs generally are  faced
witﬁ ‘this ?roblem of becoming part of thé system,. rather than critics
\of it, if they are successful [Rush &. Deniséff, 1971:420]. . Will"
envifonmental organizations become politically passive, working along-
side government and industry in deference- to. traditional management
and policymaking procedures? Or. will they solidify éfound non-
institutionél, dissident networks advocating sweeping change in . line

with a "critical theory"?

* Apart from the leadership allowed by such a theory it is also usual,
according to Spencer, for such groups to be characterized by dissatis—
faction with their present life circumstances.
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Buttel [1980] characterizes the ideology of. the ‘environmental
movement (in America in the 1970s) aé that §fva non—-corporate middle-
" class. Does this imply a parochial ﬁobulism,é conservafivé hostalgia
for the days when thingsvwefe simpler? The difficqlty in producing
convincing charaﬁterizations. Qf -enQifonmentalism is . apparent from
Wells’ attempt to show its "theoretiéal structure" to be in essence
- conservative aﬁd "basically flawed"'[l978],, On the basis of certain
selectively interpreted texts, he characterizes environmentalism this
‘'way even though within particular ;uthors' work.vonly some of his
selected ériteria for political conservatism are met. - Amonést.the
wide variety of works in the field of envirdnmental political‘advocacy_

or theory,. there is even less conformity to these criteria [Kellow, .

1980].. The debates between Commoner and Ehrlich are a perfecttexamp;eT}.l_-

of how a left-right polarization of theories extensively underpins ‘the . *

environmental movement [Feenberg, 1979]. But'perhaps neither .of. the . '

- categories of left or right (considered uncritically).is,sufficient.to.

" .explain a whole which may emerge as something significantly different.

Approaching the problem from another angle, Gouldner sees the
ideology of the new-class today as characterized.by an uneasy blend of
two types of theoretical world-views:. systems theory and ecology
tGouldner, 1979]. He éeés ecology as the more egalitariaﬁ of the two
andAit would clearly correspond to an ideology of the voluntary-.organ—
izations in the environmenf movement, wheréas systems theory is relied
on by the institutional or professional branches. But just what Iis

meant by the suggestion of ecology as an ideology is not spelled out.

Is there an emphasis on professionalism, technological solutions or
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social ehgineering wbich reflec;s the apparently dominant role of
governments and bureaucracies in the post-war era? Or is there a con-

cern to épéose the State, décéntraliéelpolitical power énd democratize
oppor£unity in society? For Gouldner sociélism is the logiéal poli£i¥
cai system for the new-class to advocate becagse of its affinity with
rationality, planning and the type of political :culture that would
favour the modern educated and skilled_ (the "eulture of cfitical .
" discourse"). Is there a more or less céherent approach to. social .
change along socialist lines? How do conservationists’ views on.pol—
itical change compare with a "reflexivé" socialist strategy of 'radi-

cal reformism", involving alternative ecoﬁomic.péliéieé together-With 
parellel considération of the methods and probléms of"implémenting'

these [Stilwell, 198212

The aim of the following survey is not to describe or analyse a -

class ideology but only to elucidate some of the main social theoreti--
cal beliefs and assumptions that may be taken together to indicate La
"total . ideology" or 'world-view" in Mannheim’s sense [Abercrombie,

1980:33].
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>CHAPTER 2: THE PUBLIC FACE OF POLITICAL ECOLOGY

Of all the ideas that emergé from the environmental movement
those that find expression in'books, leaflets and broadcasts will have
the most didespread and significant impact on the public at largé.' If
there is a major groundswell of public sympathy for, or interest iﬁv
environmental issues or values, then the most visible and available
publications by well known environméntal activists or organizaﬁions
Willvbe a major factor in'communication between them and thiél public
support. Apart from the regular news'items and préss releases on par—
ticu lar issues that virtually all media consumers are aware.of; ;he;e N
is a’body §f writtgn material:évailable to peoﬁle intéreéted in seek—
ing out what they hope will be the fundamenfalf»énd consistentuaidgas_
behind environmentalists’ agitétions.. Values, criticisms, strategies.
and defences will all be afguéd for here, in varying degrees of
comprehensiveness, in order to recruit members, enlist politicalvsup—
port and change attitudes and beliefs. It will be in these texts that
the nearest thing to an ideology or theory of environmentalism, or an
Australian expression and application of such an ideology or theory,
will be fbund. It is likely to be in this realm that the longevity of
environmentalism as a focus of political agitation and its practical
effectivness under changing circumstances,will be determined. Becausé
. an environmental ethic or worldview is potentially so embracing, it
contains considerable power as a political ideology. The use made of -

this potential will depend on how successfully a consistent, broadly
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relevant or cogent'theory is developed to relate environmental prob-.

lems to existing theories of social structures and social change,

Two of the most fhorough publications in this sense, which
,repreéent the views of influential envitonmehtal activists in
‘Tasmania; afe chosen and analysed below because they seek to present
broad critiques of basic social institutions and values and also
present sketchy altermatives for social change to more environmen#ally
benign futures. They represent some of the best attempts in the Aus-
tralian environmental litefature, to analyseror'interpret b;oader pol-
itical and social issues from the standpoint of environﬁentalisq, or
at 1eas£ as expressed by these ieading activists. They .are' by no
ﬁeans unique in théir lédvocacy of sweeping change, and comparisons
between these ideAS~éﬁd ﬁhoée from the ﬁafxis;, anarchist and poﬁulisﬁ'
traditions'of political thought are useful in preparing the groundffot
the more direcp approach of the éprvey~ described in the; fol1owing'

chapters.

The main'texts described below were published as books whichiwere
reviewed in newspapers and available through the popular book market;
Many otﬁer academic or journal articles exist which could proviée
material for a ﬁore detailed study but the main concérn here is with
ide#s that enter the public forum and thus bear on the question of the

long term popular reaction to environmental issues.

Before this, two other publications are discussed which show in

one case, early stages of environmental debate in Tasmania and in the

other a popular consciousness-raising attempt to set a ‘scene for
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future political struggle. All these texts have much in common with

the literature of environmentalism as it exists worldwide.

The rest of thig chapter attempts to give an o?erall impression
- of the social.theoretical assumptions, political rhetoric and ideolog-
ical_glaﬁts of environﬁéntal activists, all  but’ one bf ‘whom aré
. involved in Tasmanian issues. But its analytic focus is on the nature
of the theoriés of social change, implied or advbcated in the. ﬁe#ts.,
The méin point arising from this oSsérvation of theirlliterature
ttheir "puBlic face") is that there are compiex and changing -~"styles
and‘ forms ih environméntal politics. FWhile'some elements of»the mix— - -
ture‘Of ideological perspec;ivesrevideﬁf below could  be said ‘to be
conservative vin'.tﬁe"sense of being nonQQEVOlutionary or notbévowedly
:f‘léft;hihg; 6thefs arettadicél in that.tﬁéf“feaéh'iforrﬁtotaliStiéfvand.-
histofical.‘é;planations. of: sociét&'s :elapionship with its material S

base (Nature).

CONSERVATION IN TASMANTA

Wilderness preservation, which has been described as "the central
environmental battle of our time" [Plumwood, 1983], has been a predom-
inant concern of the environmental movement in Tasmania and this his-
tory will be a constant influencé on environméntal politics aﬁd ideo—
logies that emerge in the state aﬁd Australia generally. Tasmania is

a discrete community in which environmental issues have loomed large

for a period paralleling the rise of environmentalism worldwide. The
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" main emphasis has been on conservation and preservation controversies,
Ifor example the-flooding of lake Pedder and the Franklin River dam
'disputé:' Férestry-practices h&ve beeﬁ'another abminant concerﬁ id-the
State, nofably the woodchiéping industry. Most of .the.-pain issues
have"invoived criticism of economic development policies and private
indﬁstries' relationships with government regulatory agencies. . The
energy, natpral resources andvéconomic developmgnt.policies of govern-—
ment have become the main targets fqr criticism by thé environmental
movement. - It has been claimed that'environméntalists_have graséed the
central probléms of modern governmenﬁ beﬁter than politicai scientists:

. have v(for éXaﬁple, the administrative»model_of éingle-bﬁ:poséIerérf?ig
ments) [Peres, 1970]. Active envifoﬁmentalisﬁévin T;sm;nia are there-
'fore“é ;éliable’,sou:ceA§f‘ideasland atti;ude;‘thgt;afe 1ikely'to be
tyﬁicai“iﬁ many reéfects 4of. én&ir;;mentaiists' genéfally,‘, whoée
interests - a;é mainly"in the ‘épﬁere of éresérvation of wilderness,
geneﬁic diversity, natural~ecosy§tems and even obpoftunities for tour—

ism and recreation.

************************i**

After changes of state énd federal governments‘ and an apparent
reprieve fé: lake Pedder in 1974 as a result of the recommendations of
the Federal Committee of Enquiry, the Gordon River pbwer écheme went
;head, being officially opened in I979.[Davis; 1982:226]. There had
been a long period from the early 60s, through .the early 7OSl when
flooding began, in which the need for this scheme was questioned
{Johnson, 1972; Pedder ‘Committee, 1973]. The impetus from this

‘controversy carried on to the next issue of the Franklin and Lower
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Gordon Rivers ﬁower schemgs. AThe environmental lobby now included a
. gréwing activist wing in the Tasmanian Wilderness Society and pdrsued»
a policy of persuading the public, politicians and administrators of.
"the wvalidity and désirability of- foregoing-the planned energy and . -
economic development policy of "hydro-industrializétion", for alterna-
tive sources of energy generationband conservation, and the benefits
of retaining the South West wilderness intact. Du;ing this period, as
a result of.the dominant role of envi;onmenﬁal conflict there had also .
been various adjustménts to administrative pr§cedures, new . depart-

‘ments, committeeé and.enquiries set up and_cails for moré agcoqhtab%l{ :
.it& and e;pertise in government and Tasmaﬁia'é;Hydro—Electric ’éommis4»a
sion (HEC). Several technical reports were produced which challenged
the assumptions of the state ‘governmént's légppomic( develop@én; ‘and

energy pqliéies 6r pfoposed alterﬁativés.bug éhesé werevlargely.losg

from public view soon after.. "In the end it Qas value.judgementsw-andQ
political considerations which were debated, rather than economic

realities or social or environmental factors." [Davis, 1982:241]

Damania [Jones, 1972] was one of the first attempts to assess the -
environmehtal movement and land use planning in Australia. It'is the
proceedings of a symposium which was motivated mainly by the threat of
the flooding of Lake Pédder but whicﬁ attempted to relate this to
broader concerns, through various approaches. By 1971 the debate over

this issue had shifted from one of simply preserving a particular
wilderness area to questioning the state’s energy policy. The tactics

adopted by conservationists similarly shifted to a more organized form

with experts from various fields appearing in the media and at public
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“ and the HEC on economic and-administrative matters [Davis, 1982:223—

41,

The introductory speaker déscribed the symposium as an enqﬁiry
stemming from a se#se of frustration. .The cause of this was the ina-
bility of government to address itself to a broad rénge of problemsl - ..
the rundown .of social services, inadequate planning of resource use
and the dependent status of the Tasmanian economy [p. 4]. The main
subject matter of the papers presented (and-the discussions after-
wards) could be 1argely described as administ;apive,reform. The - main
ériticisms were aimed at policy making in 6hé'small'state'of Taémaﬁia@
its parochlallsm in administration " and participation ét the state 
'.éovernment>1evel {pp. 41 =711 and the-eéonomlc assessment ‘of recreation -
potential [pp. 72-78],'bu; also at land-use planning and public . works
in Australia [pp. 23-37]. Tﬁe focus of most paperé was narrowly del-
imited and reformist rather than radical, although the implications . -
stemming from some of the points made were mUch~bfoader. These were
occasionally picked up by the audience {p. 97] but overall it too was
similarly concerned with details. However this aspect of the sympo-
sium was in contrast to the introduction and the first paper given by
Milo Dunphy. The tone of this paper was activist and radical, with
wilderness destruction carrying a great symbolic load. "lake Pedder
is a test of the total orieﬁtation of civilization in Australia". The
response to this test was the environmental movement which Dunphy

characterized as. something abstract and notional but by using a con-

crete metaphor of immediacy: "a great wave of new thinking is actually
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on us;" tp. 18] The felationship of various social groups po'thiS’
movement (viz. the pre%s,'mining companies, "Liberal, Labbr_and . Trade
Union", community leadérs, scientists; bureaucrats and finally politi-
- cians [pp. 12-15]) was deépribed bfiefly by him. Thé main causes- of
thé problem ‘of environmental destruétioﬁ‘wereAlocatéd by Dunphy. in
multinationais and compliant government regulatory éuthbrities. There
was little expianation of social power mechanisms or processes associ-— .
ated with this causal centre but instead an insistent focus of wmoral
blame on the "arrogant authority“.. The essence of Dunphy’s solution
to the problem lay in the notion of thé social  responsibili;y of '
~citizens: “Every'community’bodyvor peréonnage hés_é duty to speak -out -
io pro:ecf pubiicvéssets like ;he _Colong Resefve or lake Pedder '
'zNational Park." [p. 10]%* fhe Basié fér this wave éf;citizeﬁ éctionﬂwas;'
' seenb to- lie simﬁlf in the pereeption Qf enviroﬁmentél'destruétioﬁ;.

espéciallj’b&bschopléﬂildren [p.'il] but also"by- physical scientists =
(for example Ehrlich and Birch were cited). But.ﬁhe solution wés not
~ conceived of here as simply a'matter'éf showiﬁgi fhe Truth. Dunphy
described a possiﬁle bacilaéh from big companies égainst environmental
concern, which threatens their pgofits and he saw ﬁhem ‘consequently
producing disingenugus publicity campaigns. in an attemét to demon-

strate their social responsibility.

It is worth commenting here that in many cases the resistance to
the environmental enlightenment of people is likely to be a lot more

pervasive and deep-rooted than this type of backlash. There was no

* Interestingly at this time Dunphy saw the press as a more or less
innocent agent through which community outrage was finding vivid ex-
pression. This contrasts markedly with the strongly critical attitude
to the media of activists interviewed in 1982 (see Chapter 5).
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attempt in Dunphy’s talk to sho§ the interrelatedness of social posi-
tion, education and environmental awareness. An attack on the illi-

teracy of union officials supﬁorting environmental destruction,-fitted
neatly? with the matter of course mention of the imbortant role of
responsiﬁle professional bodies like architects and scientists, in
saving the environment. The essential tésk was presented to this
“audience as falling squarely on the shoulders of the well educated and
 moral1y indignant individual. "The real problem now is to make the
new thinkiﬁg effectivé, in the face of the entrenched exploitation-
oriented system in which we fipd_ourseives." [p. 18j At this level |
Dunpﬁy's solutiohs seem'iﬁdividualistic but ;he caﬁses'of 'énvironmenfv

tal problems were not generally presented as such, nor were strategies

for overcoming them. Apart from the personified "arrogant authority” . .

the cbmpiex céusality of a social system was iﬁ,the Background of this
approach to environmental politics, although not elaborated. ‘The.gen4"
eral strategy advocated for effective change was the éressuring of
politiciamns by arousiﬁg public support for envi;onmental protection.
A tough, uncomproﬁising stance was essential, quite distinct from that
of the petit-boufgeois politics of '"the small-businessman —-or thé.
departmental védministrator who has been horse-trading all his life,
and is usually satisfied with what he’ll éet." [p. 19] The escalation
of environmental struggles to violent confrontation is séen as fairly
inevitable due to the "absence of wise and fair adjudication of Ithese

debates by governments" [p. 19].
This talk presented a radical critique of capitalist Australia

which tried to give a totalistic explanation of environmental problems
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through the roies of social groups and a system-wide dynami@ of
economic exploitation an&'abuse.of politicai-power. Opposing these

was a_social movement of "new thinkiﬁg">whicﬁf seeméd to hold great.
potential for sweeping social change. it wag an elitist model to the
extent that it depended on the moral and educational calibre of com-.
munity leaders for its realization. There was an important backdrop .
of populism though, in that_people or the masses were seen to_bé ready
or poised to throw their numbers behind envifonmentalism,.és soon aé
they were shown how. But they are conceived and repreéented in this

paper, only briefly and in the abstract.

The South West Book [Gee & Fenton, 1978] wéS»published some .six'f
years after Damania, when the struggle to save Lake Pedder_wés-virtu- -

ally lost but not so for other wilderness areas. It was an attempt ‘to ;3

reach a wide reading public in an apolitical fashion but which showed.. . -

anothef side of énvironméntal bolitics. It wés cleérly ah publication-
in the coffee—taﬁle style, but was.not-parficualarly lavish'of-sopo—.;
rific, having mostly black. and white bhotographs and pienty of techni—~;
vcal articles dealing with electrical power_demand, forestry. practices
and legal and»administrative details concerning conservation poséibil—
ities for the South West region. There were equally numerous a;tiqles
on natural history, early settlement, wilderness recreation and some
philosophy andlpoetry. The overall effect is one of richmess and com-
plexi;y, not just of that région and its history but of the concurrent
political debate over land-use. The book could be'expected to have a

reasonably wide appeal because it presented this richness in a popular

form although it occasionally dipped into technical detail, leaving no
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doubt for the average feader‘that the matters being considered were
taken seriously and evaluated competéntly by experﬁs who were not
hnecessarily.partisan to the copservationists' cadse, v Ho&ever, no
coherent - economic or political critique emerged (ana'was ﬁot claimed
to). The preddminant messages that are likely to .be left wifh the
thoughtful feader_ a;e: .that the wofld around us, the environments --
both socio-historical and natural, are intéresting and - rewarding and
not to'.be takenl for granted; that some government departments and
instruméntalities'make some dubious central aésumptions about economic .
growth,,employmeﬁt and social éosts [pp. 196—198];-and that the burden
of blame for the pfoblem of resource abuse fallé ﬁeavily on the noting»'
of "communityv values", a.ubiquitousvaﬁstractibn that is‘rarelyAela—
borated in concrete terms, eithe; causally otlembiricé;ly.V».Exploitafb_
tive vaiues, éfi&ate iﬁtereéts and ﬁnrespon;ivé'bﬁreaucra§y>are éritirs
cised in ﬁassing but éacﬁ are discussed seﬁafately,iconnections.rarely

being made [p. 189].

One of’;he clearest ekpressions of é political idéology where .it
does briefly appear in the book, is that of'reform liberalism [Dol-
beare, 1976:72]. After expressing some hﬁpe in the possibility of
effective legal and administrative reform one of the contributors
wrote: "The real question is whether the nation can find the statesmen
needed to achieve the desirable aims." [p. 199] The heart of the prob-
lem was thus found in the léck of individual political leadership.
This is clearly a priority which detracts from ;he advocacy of sys-

tematic societal change.

Apart from the implicit political views of the authors, how might
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we understand the objective political significance of this text which:
N : : . o

. is probably an important part of conservatiomist. Iiterature, helping
to create'popular support for énvironmental values? Clearly there .is
little in it that constitutes a political theory or plan for sustained
‘'social reform. One way of explaining its political effects is through.
the idea of myth. A myth "is a model for personal integration into
the social order.”" It operates through symbols that have the

capacity to evoke images that recall the'cfucial events in

the life of the political community. By means of such col-
lective rememberances the authority of the ruler in renewed
[Bennett, 1975:68]. ’

The South West book is rich in mythic significations. -It comstitutes- .

a profusion of visual images, statements and facts all directly or

'

implicitly related to the symbolic depths of social apd napural: his—

tory. The contemporary environmental controversies are presented,

through their histories, by.iﬁsistent qutapositioné of ‘the realms’an e

‘nature aﬁd culture. But the overt tone of the whole Eook is ‘critical
of government and business decision makers: Qhat authority figures-afe
reinforced through thé process of mythic reflectionAthat the above
formulation of the role of ﬁyth assumes? Two main figures that -come
to mind are the school teacher (particularly of histgry and science)
and the bureauérat. The first coaxes us to cherish .and become
absorbed in ouf surroundings, and the second enjoins us to-participate
in,and understand the planning and .legislation processes that are
presented as the only viable means of protecting those initial values
learned in school. These are.the aspirations of people who have prob-
ably had a positive experience of secondary school or tertiary

education and who as a result of this, hold a basic faith in the effi-
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cacy of 'the governmental process in Australia, of the welfare state,
the‘value ofbeducation and qf administrative expertise that gdverﬁment
decisions are likgly to be baséd on.‘.ThefeiiS little dembnstratioﬁ of
hope for different approaches to thesevmatters. Similarly there. is
howhere explicit support or enthusiasm for the traditional "bourgeois"
notions of iﬁdividualism, free-market economic solutioms or 'pro-

gress".

A TIME TO CARE

'

A réther different patterniemerges from A Time To Care ([Bell &

Sanders,._l980]. Cdmpared to The South West Book i;'is more politif

cally‘exﬁlicit'and also'éloséier, éreating- allhigﬁéft qualityf¥photb—
gfaphic . experience of ancient and mythié pature with no visual‘images "
éf humaniinvolveméht in landscape - this is left to the ﬁaiﬁ ~text..

The poetic aspect'of the book, created by the photograﬁhic documenting-

vof wilderness beauty along with evocative captions, carries interwoven -
with it a compressed, articulate, political-economic critique of the
capitalist state and the profit motive in modern Western society (it
is never explicitly 1labelled as 'capitalist"). These two central
themes afe not explained separately but run together, for example
wilderness destruction is "fuelled bf the bureaucratic dreams of
empire dr_the quest for-a quick dollar." [p. 26] This is as far as
economic explanation goes but historical cadse is finally sought and
tentatively located in the "Judaeo-Christian ethic" which is seen as

exploitative ‘and expansionist. There is ambivalence though in the
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type of explanation ﬁsea here. Froﬁ.its inception, this tfaditiénal
Western civilizing. ethic is thought to have dominated over competing.
"common sénse" wisdom which is captured.in the maxim "waste-not, ‘want
not" [p. 94]. And-yet later in the text the origin of the éxploita--v
tive ethic is re—identified as the e§sentia11y modern, high- consump-
tion vaiues of monopoly capitalism‘[p. 100] which again topple common
~sense. Common sense has survived or reappeared in the modern era to be
defeated yet agéiﬁ ~ but only temporarily. It still gemains,and és
the only real hope for é better, safer society.
Common sense dictates that househblds or entire civiliza- -
tions must 1live within their means. It’s an interesting - -
insight into the workings of our society that common sense' " :
is only acceptable after verification by computer. [p. 68]

‘ The more recent téledlogical séenario'is’the' moé; concrete and
interestiﬁg.' Not only - is .this "combination - of
gthics/préfit/bufeaucracy,'which formé.the basis of the SOCiai? theory:ﬁ
in the text, exploiting the environment for wealth andvpower but it ‘is
bent on the destructibn of wilderness because it récggqizes in it a

radicalizing influence, which threatens a legitimation  crisis in

"modern consummer society" [p. 100]. The system is aware of threats

to its own existence and acts to sustain itself. It is not simply
technology which is offefed as the explanation for‘ the success of
"progress" but the social rélations of production which are deeply
intertwined, conditioning the reproduction of the exploitative‘system.
- The tribal elders of modern society no.longer protect the earth from

destruction as their native ancestors did but have come to accept as

inevitable the expansion of capitalist market relations ("supply and
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demand")»ﬁhiéh fhemselves. stimulated te;hnology and new .ways .of
exploiting nature. _ The. social theory hinted at'hete is not that of"
-ztechnplpgicél of'eéondaic.éeﬁerminiém but inéludés'>hotidns 6f :oﬁerf_»
determination or feedback- between bése aﬁd .supérstructure; - Ie -
atﬁemﬁﬁs to give the ideological domain sémevautbﬂémy both in explain-—-
ing the causes of énvifonmeﬁtal destruétion and the_maintenance of .the . :
'expioitative ;ocjél systemn. .Buﬁ this tends to iead'to a philosophical
idealism, dependent on abstractions like "the Judaeo-Christian ethic”
to explain the root cause of environmental probiems and, common sense
to overcome thém. In other ways though, the acgouﬁt is-historicai_and_v
materialistiin.character.f Moderp society is p£éééptédias‘an:inyepgiongu'
of the pre-ﬁisforic, pivoting éround the éontradigtory nbtion of‘cén—’
serv;tisﬁ. | i B o o : ;f _;>u'-_ ' T :;.?'
.ﬁfhé:f?édifibnalfcohsgrfatism’whiéh once -pféﬁgéﬁed the -land’ hé§.
been _t;ansforméd"into a cénservatism whichrptépecés'the rightAtonrip q»

it off." [p. 100]

Practicalbsqluﬁions are offered at the éﬁd_ 6ﬁ. fhe book. - " The
final chapter recémmends, in summary, a "festructuring of the economy,
governmenﬁ,bpublic service, the legal pféfessibn, the ﬁédia and  the
scientific establishment"b'[p. 103]; in fact everything in society

lexcept social relations themselveé. These preéumably will follow
"structural change. Taking Tasmania’s South West as symptomatic of-a
global trend towards environmental destruction,.a new start 1is Qrged
on a regional basis, that is, in a "Tasmanian Utppia" which would make

use of the skilled workforce and encourage innovative alternative

technoiogy designs mainly for energy production and craft industries.

~
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A éteaﬂf—state écqnomy'is néeded aﬁd iﬁ is noted [p. 68], Qas :antici—
. pated by John Stuart Miii;.vfhe message of alﬁernative technology- here
is 'similar.-to' others éuggeétéd Qorl&vide :kfor :exampig"by ~ﬁ;F;v
Schumacher and -James Robertson). It‘is Sasgd,on_a fiscal policy pf
" removing fuﬁding from entrenched, érowth-dominated;-.ehvironmentaliy.'-
'dest?uctive industries and using i# to—encouréée experiment'ihﬁa'wide,’
range of new induétries. Tﬁis, it is élaiméd, would nop occur- in a
haphazard, free-market context but one tbat was state-planned, having
full and fewardiﬁg employment as ome of its highesé prioroties. - The
problem of state and bufeaucratic dominatioq is by no meéns overlooked
Abﬁt ameliorated by freeiﬁg-ﬁp pubiic>.écceséﬁﬁto'-édQé:nﬁenﬁ"decisioﬁfﬁ
making and 'increasing lfhe _repfese;tativneés of 'politiéél office-
holders. The latter would be achived by fixed terms -of office - for -

‘politicians and administrators. An essential first step in this démochV

cratization process is to have "the media controllers shoulder -their ..... ..

responsibility" ~[p. 106] and allow innovative jburnalismh éducation"‘

and entertainment.

This book provides a more radical analysis than anything.else in
the Australian environmental 1literature which is éimed at a popular
audience. It is radical in the sense of providing a brbad explanation
of environmental problems, relating them to the economic, political
and cuitural systems of monopoly'capitalisﬁ, albéit briefly. - It is:
also rgdical in its édvocacy‘of increased democratic control of social
decision—ﬁaking and greater involvement -of "the -people” and " common’

sense. in that process. As a succinct manifesto for revolutionary

social change, its tone is less reformist liberal and more populist
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than most environmental literature in Australia and thus more Amerif
~can. Like all such tracts~it has ﬁo \fime' to get bogged‘ down in
detailed fea;ibility gtudies although these are forshadowed in princi-
pie by referenées in tﬂe text to economic facts and figures (for exam- -
ﬁle possible foresgry préduétion figures;[?.,llg). Ité main purpose -

is a broad and necessarily abstract vision which encompasses total

social possibilities. As such, A Time To Care succeeds in this aim by -

conveyiﬂg a sense of plausibility to the prospect " of radical social ,
éhange. The concrete methods that wogld be entéiled.in applying this "~
model fqr'change to real society, appear by impliéation to»be broadly.
vcompreﬁensible by the lay citizen and tractable to the'scopé-and-fdrce
.of the theory and values’éuégésted in the béok. Iﬁ other words it_all -
soxir;ds like it would work Mbecause‘- eVerything_ important-pas 'be‘en 74‘

"thought of. But has it?

An essential part is missing from the centre of its _undetpinnihg

social theory. Apart from the teleology of anti-nature ethics there

is no other provision»fbr explaining the cultural aspects of progres—. - ..

si;ism (or capitalism) as ~an historical social moﬁement. The
existence of the underlying Qalues such as growth and progress (which
the \text recognizes) may, it could be argued, ré;ntroduce the struc;
tures which were changed by intention, through the application of an
"eleventh commandment™: "RESPECT THE EARTH" [p. 102]. The need for a
dictatérship of the ecologiéally aware proletariat or technocracy,

ironically is «cast in terms of the very Judaeo-Christian tradition

that produced the problems in the first place, adding to the charge

that could be 1levelled against the book: that it provides no real
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escape froﬁ the legitimation ideology of capitalism because As a cri-.’
.tique it is still partly couched in légitimating assumptions abqut the -
natﬁre of sucﬁ a sbciéty. The heart. of the poiitiéal message of the
book 1lies in tﬁe quote- "The only hope lies in the people themselves."
[ﬁ. 110] Like ali'populisﬁ, it could bé argued, this hopé for the
future depends unnecessarily on the imagined homogeneity and solidar-
ity of all who aren’t isolated in.analysiS' as elites, or villains.
'Elites arevthe only social group theorized in any detail in ‘the book.
This placing of "the people" onto an abstract pedestal from whence all
hope flows, does not seemvéonyincing enough fqr strategic purposes nor .
for "the peopie“ themsél?eé. Theré. is Isftle.»5in this politicalw

theory that serves to differentiate social groups, functioning for

example, as a class analysis does for Marxism, 'providing -an. under- - ..

standing of day to day conflict between people and relating that to:
the heart of the theory throuh " a historical  explanation of social
movement or ‘action (that is, class struggle). As a critical social-

theory and an injunction to change, A Time to Care seems thin in its

recognition that processes bf economic aﬁd political change are
changes 1in social relationships between groups  involving .widéli_
differiﬁg> wofldviews, lifestyles and needs. It depends heévily on
administrative and legal reforms to bring about Afuﬁdamental social

change and neglects cultural analysis of the role of the social major-

ities which it aspires to represent.
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POWER IN TASMANIA

Power in Tasmania _[Thbmpsdn, 1981] 1is pfobably. the . most

_compféhensive,vnon—gcademic political analysis to come out of .environ-
mentalism in Australia. It is a readable, detailed analysis - of
environmen£a1 ﬁolitics using ‘the Tasmanian iséues as'the main focus
but suggestidg much wider applicatioms as well; The audience it is
designed for is that’of educated or especiaily inﬁereéted readers and.
while it avoids the jargon of social sciences and administration pub-
lications it does not rely héavily on emotional appeals-through colour
images and flowery prose (although there are some of these). ~It_.§its
‘more iﬁto  the format of a éopuiarized semi-écaaemic-work giving'aﬁ
objectjve account of a major social,copflicf,'but at the 'same time
letting“be'known its committed role in fhe.débé{% aﬁd bu&lding'Stféngj'
"argumentsvfprlggnservatiop goals.» It is a'bqok designed to influence |
the criﬁical éﬁiooker andvthe proéressi%e:adminisgrétor.or pblitical
decision-maker, on rétibnal reformist'grounds.v To describe the essen-
tial features of this book then, is,fo provi@eja good example- of a
well developed social critique that represents the position .of mény

environmentalists and conservationists.in Australia (and America).

\

The two main parts of the book are firstly and predominantly, a
critique of orthodox notions of "economic .growth", (specifically
energy‘and capital intensive growth in Tasmania) and some suggestions
for change. Secondly, sandwiched in between this is a case for the
importance of wilderness and other natural and historic features of
Tasmania’s South West and an account of thé political struggle over

- the region. The main thrust of the social critique by Thompson is
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against bureaucracies, drawing §n é. Wright Mill'é notion of a,pbwer'~-
~elite and paralleling the latter’s observations of the American - mili-
.tary hestablishment' with the fole of thé HEC in Tasmania. Thdmpson
describes the e#tentvof the political power that this "public utility"
ﬂhaé wielded. He discusses tﬁe histor& of its ri§e to a point Qﬁere it
is largely unchecked by ministerial contfol, dictating the industrial
development of the stéte's-economy-and job creation potential- fCom—>
pliant in this process have been several other institutions. . The
Tasmanian> Upper House is désqribed as "the most réactionary house of
parliament in Australia" [p. 79] and the Lower Hoﬁse as comprised - of
_an ineffecti§e opposition and .a-'tabbr - government - cabiﬁet:deeply,ﬂ

divided over the Franklin issue. This is pressured on the one hand by .- .

- some of "Australia’s most coumnservative and reactiouary"-unions,[p,.90]..gm-

'and the consérﬁationiétshonvthe §ﬁher.‘ The unibns 'gré seéni'as. a.
' powerful ~force in the Labor Party buﬁ fragmented aﬁé unéble”t6~§rgaﬂ—
ize effectively or g;asé the complexities bf issues éuch as _energy. ..
policy. This has left those‘Tasmanians.who are debendent on the main
employers for jobs (the term "class™ is not used in the book) ,vﬁlnérf
able to misinformation by the HEC and mobilization into -anti-
conservationist bressure grbups*-or ;oSbying for short-term job crea- -
tion demands regardless of broader issues. All the political factors
(the institutions above and individuals whose rbles in the account are
briefly described) do not interact randomly. The presence behind them
all, mainly because it is behind the HEC, is the large corporation and

its planning system as described by J.K. Galbraith {p. 149]. As well

* viz, H.E.A.T. (Hydro Employees Action Team) and A.C.E. (Association
for Consumers of Electricity). :
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"ao’"footloose" transnational corporations, lafge Australian comoauies
have benefitted eno;;ously 'from .thek historical strategyiof‘hydro—-
iﬁdustrializétioo. Déspite tﬁe imoortance of_privéte coomaniés in the .-
power structure of Tasmaoia, hiﬁted at by Thompson’s account,. they are:
not'ﬁhe subjeot of close examination. Their presence io vooly.,thinly v
analysed or described and theirlmotivéo are taken for graunted so that

they appear as almost unwitting beneficiaries of Tasmania’s parochial

naivetg in giving away its resources. They are not related to- a broad

theory of economic development which attempts to explain Australia‘’s -

role in 'world markets or the influence of historical factors. ocutside

Tasmania or Australia. Governmental processes are 'shown :to be 'the - .

main problem for Tasmania. The HEC was given too much power by
government and almost all else seems to have. stemmed from ‘that, - fact.. . .
The focus of the analysis is on monopolistic, corporate powers as-such -~

and oot on Australia’s political economy as a system of :interrelated,.

historically specific‘political and- cultural factors. -

All in all though, 1liberal democfacy has 'not.»fared well 'in'
Tasmania in Thompson’s view. It has been a iero—Sum.game in whioh the
power elite have won and the citizenry 1ost, many of .thém unawares.
The stakes have been mostly identified as natural resoo?es and cul-
tural ones figure little in the heist. This..implies an econonic
determinism which may havevbeen.thought appropriate to the.context of
debate rather than as a theoretical end in itself. But there seems to
be little recognition of the soortcomings of‘such.an approach.. There

are also other factors which indicate an inadequate explanation of the

realm of culture or values.. The reforms suggested for Tasmania are
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_concerned with increasihg bureaucratic responsibility to parliament
and freedom of iﬁformation.bﬁt'above all increased resource taxes and
Australian equity in 'foreign investmeﬁt projects. » New .areas of
investment and job creation are advocated, such as téurism‘and wood-
skills industries. A more steady-state economy is needed so ﬁhat jobs
are not destroyed by capital intensive development and resources not
needlessly dgpleted. Small scale and- innovative development as
described by E.F. Schumacher, is presenﬁed in this book as the alter-
native to paét growth based on high turnovgr of energy and bulk. The

explicit goal of this type of economic system is to increase demo-

cratic control of economic decision-making and reduce imstitutions to-. .

a more human scale. Rather than spend much time advocating greater
political particip;tion as such, this clearly underlies the book as - a
hope for the‘ future éociety. It seems tﬁat'fhié would eﬁerge as an'”

automatic result of a smaller scale developmént policy, as in Sanders;-‘”
view as weli. This is 'a rather doubtful expectétion and Thompson does
not degl with the problems of participation directly ﬁor with cultural
values or traditions, which may make such réform difficult. While ome -
book cannot do everything, the scope of the title leads one to hope-
fbr a fuller view of power, including mass or popular power and power-—
lessness. It provides a top-down, pluralist view,‘without any popu-
list enjoiners or references to "the people" as being particularly
important one way or another. To some extent it briefly outlines a
notion of a ruling class ideology: "At the very root of the HEC'S suc-
cess has been the commonly held set of ideas, interests and practices

which have permeated the Tasmanian political establishment for

generations" [p. 31]. But this turns out to be only a shared belief
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in economic growth based on cheap electficity, hardly a sufficiently
broad notion to function as a full-blown ideolégy, although obvioﬁsiy
central to progressi?ism. Iﬁ short, the role of ideology at the level
of elites and popuiar culture is negiecteda As in Sanders’ book the
role of majorities or large social sub—grbups in social change are
hardly differentiafed and hence poorly analysed in the context of the
general sécial critique presented. Although a prominent actor in the
storyvof the power of the HEC, Erié Reece, is described as "a talented
political populist”" [p. 31] the-appegl of populism aﬁd its loﬁg and
troublesome history in the labor movement in Australia is not seen as

important.

But there is not as much neglect of the social agents of change
as in Sanders’ book. This function -is taken wup more - or less-. .
separately in a description of a small group of .agitators who to somé-

extent resemble an artistic or aesthetic avaht—garde. ‘The second part

of Power in Tasmania outlines a history of wilderness appreciation in

Tasmania and of the original movement in America, as a foil to the
history of exploitation. 1In contrast to the éritique of ‘the estab-_
lishment and»suggested‘political and administrative remedies mentioned
‘above, this is the more positive story of the conservationists’ van-
guard organization. They are seen as non-radical, non-violent and
(not unrelated to this) engaged in thg most rewarding area of politi-
cal struggle in modern Western societies, that of the middle ground or
"middlé—class" voter. This social movement is described by Thompson

as being comprised of a group of dedicated activists "young, mostly

shy, mostly idealistic" (p. 98). They achieve the success they do -
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largely because of the detefminacion of leaders and rank and file

volunteers to save a. specific area of wilderness. Because of the pre— .

carious and irretrievable position of wilderness in the modern world _ .-

this seems to be a truly historic mission.” The treatment here con- ..
trasts markedly with ‘an earlier consideration of conservationists

invol&ed in the Lake Pedder cémpaign [McKenry, 1972]. This earlier -

publication' (the Pedder Papers) offered an. analysis of an environmen—

tal issue, as Power in Tasmania does but the latter is much less cir-
cumspect about the role of conservation activists and reflects their

':growiﬁg political self-awaremess and éffic§cy.

~Through this account Thompson sketches a counter-culture which is.

a reformist, countervailing power having roots in the American wilder—

. ness movement_inspirea:by.Thoreau and later AIeopéld; -and .a hcontem—;;:i

porary presencé in the Tasﬁanian éonservapibnists, But fhis—is.pqt
just an aécountnpf’social gfdﬁpé interactiné}Iin é maté;iail &acuum.l‘
The role of wilderness itseif is imﬁortant. 1Ité Qalﬁes-are listed, as
_befits the resourcevpolitics ;approagh ‘used generally in “thé book -
(genetic diversity, scenic beauty etc.) but it is also seen as having -
broader significance, somehow crucial to an understanding of society

and history. Natural, remote areas are important here at this level

because they represent "our first freedom". "Access to the land

marked man’s universal birthright, regardless of his race, culture. or
creed" [p. 56] in the pre—égriculﬁurél era of human history. This
could be seen as a good example of the ideological interpretation of .

"primitive" cultures in terms of liberal democratic presumptions.

Access to land was by no means free from cultural and political res-
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Fric;ions in hunter and'gatﬁerer societies but ;hévp;esence of hilderf
ness was obviously closer to evéryday life.. There is a fairly st rong
éssen;ialisg implicaﬁioh in Thompsoﬁ's discuséign of wildefneséﬁ,here
(that ié of inate "human nature") but it is only mentioned in passing.
- This, togeﬁher ﬁitﬁ féfefences tb pfe—égricultqralA societieé.»(as. in
1sagders) is .typical of environmentalism’s "my;hic,elements" Vhich in»
‘other contexts, used by'other writers may be typically "bourgeois" in
intent or effect, that is seeking to justify.pggsent social values_by
an appéal to what are seen as unavoidablev traits 6f "human natufe"

(competitivness, aquisitivness etc.). Ideas of_wildernésé and freedom. -

érevqentral and closély rélated in Powef in Tasmania but theyﬁarg_!nqt¥z'
\ﬁﬁambiguously foundedion a rﬁetdric of 1iberalvéthics. The importaﬁt
role‘6f inéividua1 freedom hére? has.litgle tdbéb with.the fgeedom ;of;'
the entfeprengq%>#o prdfif 6rtex£ioit...1t ig ciséé: totaﬁ approﬁimaté? {
formuiation of baéic human heeds and tovcol1e¢€;ve rights:OVer'@ébmmon7
propert&. - 0f greater pertiﬁénce to‘the pbiitical tﬁéory-ekpfessed in
the book and more convincingly but (with help'froﬁ Ivan Illich) is the..
‘ide; th#t-it is really the irrationmal or mindiess énslaught of techno—
logical "progress" that has enslaved.peoble as ‘an automatic conse- -
quence of expansion'intp even the last wilderness aréas on theiplanet,'
largely for the private profit of the few. This ﬁotion more ,closely
relates Thompson’s treatment of the environméntal movement .to his
social critique of power which is generally New. left in its ma jor

tenets.
Chronicling the rise of importance of wilderness in America and

its faltering progress in Australian legal and administrative institu-
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tions, Thompson opposes the "strength of the idea" of "wilderness" to. .
that of '"politics'. V Probably.the most.éuccinct_and encompassing of
the many quotes used iﬁ this chaﬁter arguing for the value of wilder-.
ness and of wilderness as an "ideag; is that of an Américan Wilderness

Society Director:

Out of wilderness has come the substance of our culture and

with a living .wildernmess..we shall have also a vibrant,

vital culture, an enduring civilization of healthful, happy

people who... perpetually renew themselves in contact with

the earth... We are not fighting progress, we are making

it. [p. 59] :
The idea represented so strongly here is mot that of ethical responsi-.
bility to other _créatures or mnature as such but a utopian viéw of
social harmony and progress. Thompson goes on: "But the strength -of -
the . idea was no assurance of victory. Péliticsbfollows'no rules of .-
virtue or justice, it is merely the exercise of power by' the . -strong— .-
est.”" [p. 60] This seems to put envifonmentalfpolitics squarely in the - -
- ring with the amoral vested interests and bureaucrats, sketched els-
where by Thompson and thus eschewing the claim to ethical superiority
that others who are concerned with or active in environmental isSues
often wuse [Birch, 1982]. Ideas 1like "Freedom" or "Socialism" are

hardly less powerful notions than wilderness and they are inseparably

in the realm of both pragmatic politics and ethics.

The Tasmanian conservationists in Power in Tasmania, achieve what
they do mainly by using television and film to transmit the appeal of
the threatened areas to the public, which is assumed to be basically

on their side, especially when shown such evidence for the value ofA

this asset (wildermess). The evidence for public .support is to be
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seen in éollé taken in 1979 and cited by Thompson. Since the publica-

tion of Power in Tasmania public opinion shifted to show a more or

iess' even split over the Frank;in River issue. The §u9ceptibility of
people to counter campaigns by.the establishment whicﬁ turn on ‘broader

issues such as régional fears about political autonomy ('state
rights") is not approached by Thompson’s account which fails to
analyse popular culture because it does nbt have an adequate theory of

ideology or of social change.

In a later article on the politics of Tasmania, Thompson [1982]
yentureé somewhat further into this realm by.briefly cqnsidéring the:
" connexion between parochialism and facsism buﬁithé Gramscian »imélica¥r~~
tions of this 1line are mnot taken very far. However this. later
intefes; in popﬁlar,thbught may sighal an increaséd:conéern,to:fipd a.. .

link between high consumption and hegemony. 1In this later artiéle,.aé;u

in Power in Tasmania and in A Time to Care, a devolution of power and

scale in the general direction of Schumacher’s Small is Beautiful phi- .

losophy and James Robertsoﬂ'é Sane Alternative, is badvocated. . But
this whole barea and that of mass politics, are dealt wiéh obliquely .
and briefly. Thompson sees Tasmania’s isolation as a possible benefit
in redifecting politics, work,.education, housing and emnergy policy
into decentralized, self-sufficient .and co-operative _social
endeavours. The prime mover behind this tenuous utopia is an act of
will by individuals to bec ome independent despite the wishes of ‘the
ruling class. The Marxian style of the scenario is clear, with the

"inexorable decline" of the old and triumph of the new occurring as a

result of objective conditions determining the (what amounts to) revo-
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lutionary actions of people.. Yet the fullness of a "correct” or_ even
mediocre Marxist analysis is not'fodnd here. There is no evidence-for,
or implicétions of the philosophical>unde;pinnings (or»preoccupations)
that are familiar to Marxism. What else is missing, as it is in
Sanders’ accouﬁt, is an elaboration of the subject of this hisﬁorical
movement , .the nature of those ﬁeople-or of a class which wiil.teﬁd to

carry this process through or spur it on.

SUMMARY

The ideas that have been reviewed here, from some of the pofe
coﬁprehensive writingé pf environmental.activists must be considgred”
in the context-of the political debates.of which the& are pa;t}. “They -
are not 'necéssarily répresentative of views of many people>presently

or potentially involved in environmental politics but are among - the

most accessible to research and to the public.

The philbsophies and ideologies in these books show a great
eclecticism. Elements of reform liberalism, neo-Marxism, anarchism
and popuiism are all intermixed, within works and among autﬁors but
nowhere thoroughly developed glong any of'tﬁese lines.v There is a
noticable absence in latef works, -of the "Futurist" approach to
environmental politics characterised by Dolbeare (1976:ch. 13] and

rather, attempts to apply more extended analysis and critique of

economic and political characteristics related to environmental

issues. These explorations into social theory assiduously avoid the
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use of terminology that would identify their ideas with recognizable
orthodox or radical. political ideologies. This practice is obviously
crucial 'to the fostéring‘of "middle—class" sgppért for environmental
vcémpaigns and may helP to explain the sucCessfully,broad basé of. pol-

itical support.
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CHAPTER 3: SURVEY METHODS

THE IDEAS OF ACTIVISTS

The focus of the survey is on leaders of voluntary environmental
groups. It was assuméd that these social movement leaders will hold
strong environmental values and the most coherent ideas conéernihg»the
politics of environmental issues; To some unknown extent they»will
reflect and glso be influenced by broad publig- éonéern.-~;ihegfmaiq
“point of interest iﬁ the debate about their_ﬁolifiéal ﬂrep;esgntéti&e—’

ness" is that they will be the source of considerable -influence - that

will 'shape’p6pﬁlar views and actions. This ﬁilliocgur thfough 6ppor¥t~nl'

tunitieé resulting frbm their positions, but aléo beéause‘theirx_gfti—»
culatéd beliefs and opinions are there to béAiékeh aé.meaniﬁgful, “
coherent statements of more nebulous ideas heid’by larger numbers of
peoplev‘not accustémed‘to formulating conciée or convinéing arguumnté

and explanations.

Thevcritique of‘the conventional sociology of knowledge method of
taking the work or ideas of intellectuéls, as representing the ideas
or ideologies of social groups [Abercfombie, 1§80:67-69], can be coun—
‘tered to some extent for the purposes of this study._ The puﬁlic face
statements and expressions found in the books discussed in Chapter 2
or in fesponse to fairly bald questions asked abogt politicalvissues
(discussed in the next two chapters), are the most likely‘tor be - used

in public debate. For this reason they are the most likely to enter
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the ambit of wider 'discourse and thus to influence others (particu-
larly power holders or. other intellectuals) outside of the interest

group or belief system under study.

As argued in the second chapter, middle-class membership is
unlikley to be indicative of particular ideological positions. Com-
plicating the situation evenvfurther is the fact that social movement
leaders (Mannheim’s "free-floating intelligensia" or Gouldner’s "revo-
lﬁtionary iﬁtellectuals" [1976]) are likely to have had uncharacteris-
ﬁic.careers and political experience. Political activists may be more
widely experienced, better - educated or in some unknown waf more
- motivated or capable than others with similar backgrounds. They may
be more likely to go beyond the more basic pafameters of their upbr-
inging where‘ these are limiting to their broader purposes. tAssumiﬁg
that activists do not necessarily remain captive of any particular
world-view learnt during childhood, they are likely to be influenced
by experiences and‘views from sources outside their immediate social
backgrounds, for example political views or values of other social
classes and other societies. For’example the idea that some tradi-
tional or "primitive" societies live in a more benign and stable rela-
tionéhip with their environment, ié a frequent point of comparison
made by environmentalists critical of modern societies [Sanders,
1980]. The field from which expectations or ideas such as this one
can be drawn, will be wide due to the likely high level of education
of environmental activists and zlso due to the global nature of cer-

tain aspects of the environmental movement and the wide range of

social and physical problems that are brought under the rubric of
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environmentalism. However there is al$o a range of life experiences
thaﬁ will be outside the recruiting ground of environmental organiza-
tions, if 1ea&ers of these organizations are somehow systematically
drawn from a particular class background. Such a feature would affect
the future ™"constituency" of the environmental movement and its

broader political relevance.

QUESTIONNAIRE AND INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

The following two sections give a summary of ;ﬁé‘questions asked
of 31 environmentalvactivists in a quéstionnaire and interview survey,
details of its.administrétion and the process used to select the group
of respondents;v In a review of éttempts to find demographié variables
>that correlate with environmental concern, Van Liere and Dunlap'[19SO]‘
concluded that these have generally been of limited value. Thié seems
to be because concern for environmental issﬁes is so widesbread (in
America in that case) and because of the.nature of research into
environmental concern which tends to lump diverse issues together
under- broad headings. However the evidence, weak as it is, suggests
that concern is more likely to be found among '"young, well educated
and liberal segments of society" [Van Liere & Dunlap, 1980]. Buttel
and Flinn [1978] found education, incomé and occupation to be weakly
correlated with environmmental concern but age.and place of residence
. were more strongly associated. With this and similar findings . indi-
cating the middle-class character of enviroﬁmentalists, in mind [Faich

& Gale, 1971; Turner, 1979] the survey aimed at establishing a more
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detailed picture of the olass. backgrounds, . educational and work .
experiences‘and political views of the respondents. Some broad ques-—
tions were asked but to avoid the problem of over-generalizing some

interview questions concerned specific local issues.

The first group of questions asked (mostly in the questionnaire)
were about class, career and political backgrounds. The questionnaire
that all respondents completed, asked for information on four main
areas:

(1) organlzatlonal involvement of the tespondent and of peers and -
famlly, , :
(2) age, marltal status, property ownership and residence hlstory,

"(3) parents’ occupatlons and educations,
(4) respondents’ education and employment.

They thus malnly establlshed soc1a1 background factors of respondents, -

in terms of polltlcal/ldeologlcal. 1nfluences, class background .and’

their own class experiences and careers. S e

l

The second group of questions (mostly asked in 'intervdews) con-
cerned views or ideas held»by respondents. The intervien was struc-
tured around questions of fixed wording (see Appendix 1) and generally
took about one hour. Tnere were a few minor variatioms in thé order
of one or two questions and discretionary probe ques;ions were occa-

1

sionally used to elicit further views on unclear responses. The views
of respondents were sought in four main areas:

(1) general perception of social problems,

(2) political-economic institutional change,

(3) strategies and perceptions of future environmental pollthS,

(4) voting preferences and self-assessment of political positions.

-The interviews established cognitive and attitudinal positions of

respondents, in terms of political theory and practices.
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The questionnaire was sent out from September 1982:and interviews
done mostly in November and December. .Chap;ers 4 and.S discuss the -
results of these two parts of the survey ‘respectively, together ;with
more discussion of the significance of the particuiar questions asked.
Chapter 6 concludes with an assessmenﬁ‘of this evidence in the iight

of the questions raised in Chapter 1.

SELECTION OF ACTIVISTS

The aim of the-selgction érocess was.to .tap? the area of most .
coherent political positions and ideologies of the environﬁéntal_move—
ment. The selection of activists for the_questidnngi;e and intetview -
was made in three steps. 'Thé first step was to identify positional
leaders. .An initial group of 41 office holders in the 13 most active
voluntary environmental organizations, were sent a questionnaire.
This first group was selected because they were 'proﬁinent' in " the
organizations and' hence probably inv;lved for some time and heavily
committed. Also included were office holders from some smaller‘groups
which were formed around environmental issues, for political purposes.
The organizations which formed the basis of the initial and final
selections and the nuﬁbers selected from each, are listed in the table

at the end of this chapter.

These 41 office holders represented all the politically wvisible

environmental organizations active in Tasmania at the time of writing

or in two cases only recently defunct (within the last year). They
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were chosen from The Green Pages, a directory of environmental groups

in Australia publishéd by the largest uationa} umbrella organization,"
The Ausfralian Conservation Foupdatibn [1982] (thére were 57 groués in
Tasmania listed as at December 19815. _This dirgctory is not exhaus-

tive but further.enquiries about newly opened branches and groups that
had declined in prominence. brought the list up to date. The - groups

chosen from this 1ist were those Ehat appeared concerned primarily
with political activism, conservation or vpreservation rather than
_recreation or lamenity. The initial selection therefore represented

people from a - variety of "environmental" causes.

Secondly, a sélf-seleéting, snowﬁall technique was ﬁsed’ to aelp
enSﬁre that the subjects chosen finally for ;hev5urvey, included those:
who wére thought'to be the mosf influential Sy.bthef .aCtivfsts; . The
questipnnairé asked the respondent to nominate the most "effective" - .
péople in the environmental movément.* This yielded a list of 15 .peé-
ple who were named more -than oncé and they were all then sent the
questionnaire if they had not alreédy returned one. Half of this
_reputational group of 15 had already been chosen in the first step,
described above.(as office holders). The other half were either con-
sidered effective envirommentalists for their work outside voluntary
.ofganizations or for past involvement (that 1is, they were mnot

currently active - two cases only).

The third step produced the final group of activists who would be

the object of the survev. To the reputational group of 15 was added

* See questionnaire item ¥ 1. The prdcess thus relied on respondents’
own interpretation of the two concepts of "effectivness' and ''the en-
vironmental movement'.
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most of the original positional group (that is, office holders) .who

had returned questionnaires but who were not named more than once.

)

The group of opinion leaders desgfibed above, were all. known as
conservationists, involved mainly with the Franklin River issue or
with the past Lake Pedder issue. The initial selecting group inter-
preted "environmental" wmainly to mean conservation activists and so.
nominated. this _entirely conservation—oriented group of .opinion
leaders. To . make 'the final subject group consistent with this ten-
dency four from the first office hplder group were left out because

they were not activists from nature conservation organizations.

A reminder letter was sent to those who had not returned the
questionnaire and the final response rate was 77Z. This was high-and
reflected a general opehness and co-operative spirit.that'was apparent
in the interviews that followed. The final subject group who wérevall
interviewed included all the opinion leaders (the reputationmal 15) and
nearly all the conservationist officé holders (the positionél group -.
two were not available for subsequent interviews). The ‘questionnaire
and interview responses of these 31 are analysed in the last three
chapters. The input and output, as it were, of the selection pro-

cessed just described, is shown in the following table.
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SELECTION

Office Holders
Initially Approached

PROCESS

Final Respondents
Surveyed

Tas. Wilderness Soc.
Head Office = 5
Branches - 18

Tas. Conservation Trust
Head Office - 2
Branches - 5

The National Trust
of Aust. - v 2

Small or Single Issue
Forestry/Preservation

Groups etc. - - 5

Anti-Nuclear/Peace

Groups - o2
'Branches, International
Environmental

Groups - 2

Opinion lLeaders Not
Currently Active
In Groups - 0

Tas. Wilderness Soc.
Head Office - 6
Branches - 10

Tas. Conservation Trust
Head Office - 3
Branches - . 5

The National Trust .
of Aust. - 0

Small or Single Issue
Forestry/Preservation

Groups etc..— 3

Anti-Nuclear/Peace

Groups - 0
Branches, International
Environmental

Groups - : 0

Opinioh leaders Not
Currently Active
In Groups - 4

Those selected by this process, which was . based dinitially omn

voluntary environmental organizations, were also predominantly active

in this sphere. Effectiveness was taken to mean political effective-

ness by voluntary, pubiic figures. The institutional part of environ—

mentalism (government or private sector employees) was not regarded as

particularly effective in the sense intended by the voluntary group.
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CHAPTER 4: ACTIVISTS’ BACKGROUNDS

This chaptef examines s§me basic démographic and sociologicai
features of ghe 31 conservation activists selected as described in
Chapter 3. Are tﬁere any obvioué factors that may help indicate why
they have become involved in environmental politics and in particular .
is there é char&ctgristic class background that may be common to them
and which may ﬁave somehow influenced or determined their views? Are
there.any typical forms of shared life experiences which may .indicate
reasons for pést and fﬁture environmental %nd political interests?
May sgch‘ factors influence -future patterné 'of pa;;icipacion in

euvironmental politics?

Background factors described below are divided into three main
areas: parents’ occupation and education; respondents’ education and;
occupational careers and organizational and other influences on . their

involvement in environmental politics.

S ome comparisons_are.suggested between the data from the survey
and other sources, to give at 1éast a rough idea of the proportions
involved which ﬁay be checked against evidence from other research.
In some instances figureé are availablé from the statistics colleéted
(by Tasmanian Wilderness Society organizers) of people arrested during
the South West blockade of December 1982 to Mafch 1983. These will
allow for some estimation of the relationship between _activist

organizers (the respondents) and their supporters (public environmen-—
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talism).

khkkhkhkhkhhkkhkkkhkhkkhkkkhhkhhkhhkhhiX

The selection of respondents was made up> éf 20 males and 11
females. This ratio of 65:35 is siﬁilar to the 61:39 of arrested
blockaders. The ages of the respondents ranged from 24 to 56 but two
thirds of the .group was between 27 and 38 years'of age with most of
.the rest in their forties. The average of respondent§ age was 37 (it

was 28 for blockaders).

' CLASS BACKGROUNDS

Were'there.auy notable relatioﬁships between the parental class
backgrounds of resppndents and their own careers or.pblitical and
ideological positions? The usual indicators of social class position
and socio—economic status which are most readily available are educa-
tion, income and ogcupation. In examining thé class positions of
respondents’ parents no question on income was asked (because it is
unlikely that they would have reliable _knowledge of their parents
income)_ but data on occupation and education indicate that therg is a
tendency for fathers to have had high status and income. occupations.
Ovef a third (11/28) were in the "Professional, Technical and Related
Workers" or the "Administrative, Executive and Managerial Workers"

categories of the 1981 census coding system used by ABS {i981].%

* Similarly with mothers, about a third who had an occupation other
. than housewife or mother, fell into these categories.
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Comparable figures for this cohort from the census of 1961 show that
the propértion of the male workforce in_profgssional, administratiye

or managerial occupations was only half this at 15%.

Détailsléf parents’ employment were initially gatheréd from .the.
questicinnai.ré but checked 1later in i-nterview-s. " Over two thirds
(18/27) of the.respondenté' fathers who wére-in the wprkforce wheﬁ‘the
respondent Qés 14 could be classified as ﬁaée or salary earners and
the other third as self-employed (all but one Qf these employing oth-
ers 1at some time). Comparing occupational statusés of the wo;king
fathers with 1961 census data for males .there -is a}-Slight :uﬁder—-j
represengation of wage earners, who compriseabfhree qu;rters §f thé
male wakforce in 1961. Correépondingly_ thé proportion_'of:_self—
eﬁbldyédi'aﬁd }emﬁloyerS'qamongst the“wprking'fathers islédnsideidﬁly e
higher than the 18% of the Australian workforce in fhese qategories in
1961. Most"parents had completed somévhigh—school and éoﬁe fathefs .
had universitf educations (8/29). Compléting even‘four years of high
school was 'not common for a éohort at school in the 1920s, as most .
respondents’ parents were. In New South Wales for example 60% of pri-
mary school students enroled in their first year of secondary school
but only 4% of these reached 4th year [NSW Govt., 1924]. The respon-
dents"v'mothers' educational and occupational positions mirrored
closely those of fathers, that is the wivés of professional fathers
tended to have some edﬁcational qualifiqation or employment skill

whereas wives of the unqualified employees did not.

A breakdown of fathers’ class positions by economic and

educational criteria shows the three largest groups to be: employees
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.with no trade or university qualifications (over 1/3' - but four _of
whom had supefvisory-roles); less than a third were small-businessmen
(4 of whom had universigy qualifications), and; pfoféssional em§1oyee$.

.(7/28), all with university degrees (or'in one case, teachefs' college

training).

Considering the economic sectors that fathers were employed in,
the corporate sector (government or large private enterprise-firms).
and the competitive sector (small and'.medium sized businesses)
accounted for half each, with nearly a third of the respondents

.fathers working as government employees.* _ . R

So clearly activists are more likely than most people, to have.
" had ;childhoods whére' family income and attitﬁdes to educatiodiWould
have fostered educational and othér.farmsvof échievement. 'At tﬁé éaﬁe
time though, the group was not dominated numerically by any par;icular a

parental occupational or sectoral type, such as professional fathers.

ACTIVISTS® EDUCATIONS

Not surprisingly environmental activists were well educated. All
but one of the respoﬁdents had completed five or six years of high
school'(the retention rate to year 12 for secondary school students in
Australia in the late 60s was about onevin five [Anderson & Vervoorn,

1983:65]).

* The proportion of male wage and salary earners employed in the
government sector in the early 1960s was just under 30%, for Aus-
tralia.
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Respondents had mostly attended state secondary schools. Only
two reported atiending a private, non—Catholié high school and one of
these for only a &ear. Enrolments in private (non—Catholié) schools
at this time represented less than 5% of Australian students [Anderson
& Vervoorn, 1983:78].* The proportion of respdndents who attended
Catholic secondary schools was similar to the approximate 20%Z of Aus-

tralian pupils attending Catholic schools in the early and mid 60s.

A very highvproportion of the respondents - more than half
(18/31) - had at 1least one university degree and another five had
teaching, nursing, art or technical dipiomas'vof certificatesf _ Thé )
average' number of 'years of education fof the group.was neérly 15.
Nearly a third either had higher degrées or were completing some other
tertiary céuréé. of -Austrglians in their 30s only about:SZ had-aﬁ

least one degree and about 11% had non-degree qualifiéations.**.

The proportion of respondents with.high-status fathers (in terms
of occupations, as described above) was similar to that of Australiamn
university students - about 40-50% [Andersén & Vervoorn, 1983:130-
146]. But there was no -simplé relationship between fathers’ and
rgspondents' educations. Of the respondents Qho had a degree, half

had fathers with no education beyond high school.

As higher education appears to be an important feature of respon-

dents’ careers the subject areas of education may give some idea of

* None of the schools attended corresponded to those elite schools
listed in a recent study of Australian elites [Pakulski, 1982].

** The best measuring stick available to provide some comparison of
educational standards is the 1981 census which asked for hlghest edu-
cation level achieved and subject area [ABS, 1983:15].
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values or -outlooks.- The most striking_ feature was the under-
representation of technical or trade fields. About 60% of the qualif-
icatioﬁs held by Austfalians'according to the 1981 census, were in the
technical and industrial fields sﬁch as_engineering, architectufe,
ménufacturihg and trades. Only three of. the respondents- could . be A
classified in such fields. A few others héd completed courses but
since moved into other areas or had discontinued courses in these
fieids. Similarly there were very few respondents with qualifica-
tions in high status professions of medicine and law. The .largest
group of sﬁbject- areas.was in thenarts énd'human sciences.

::ﬁ;ilVearly half the respondents had qualifications'ié these- areas,
which in the census accounted for 32% of Austraiians with somé quélif—
ications:"But more suggegtive was the comparisopvbétween- respondents
with qualificationé in the nétural sciences (thét>is'nbiology, foreé—
try etc.). ﬁearly a quarter of respondents wereiin this category éom—

pared to only 5% for Australian qualificatioms.

So generally activists’ educations may have led to an intellec-
tual orienta;ion towards the broad issues of social and ethical
impacts of scienge; economic growth and political change. Also as é
result they maf be unfamiliar with technical matters concerning par-
ticular industries and technologies. But seeing this_ another way,
they  have not been exposed to. the '"ideology of .feasibility"
[Schnaiberg, 1977] which haé politically conservative implications and
is associated with- a narrow, technical interpre;ation of social

issues.

Virtually all those who had attended a university did so during
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the decade from 1965 to 1975, which was a beriod spanning the influen—
tial political events such as the anti-Vietnam activity in Australia
~and America, the European strikes of the late 1960s and the sacking of

the Whitlam Labor government in Australia in 1975.

WORK CAREERS

There was no evidence to suggest a dominant type of  occupational
or career pattern amongst activists, ’sucﬁ aé alienatiﬁg.downward
mobility or status role incongruities, suéposedly leading td:pélftical
extremism or radicalism. Nor was there a tendency to social and'occﬁ—
pational entrenchment or smooth career paths; ;ather,a high degree :of".

geographic, occupational and educational mobility was the norm.

As a result of the tertiary qualificatioms mehfioned éboﬁe nearly
a third took their first full-time jobs in professional fields (mostly
as teachers*). Another third began ﬁheir careers as apprentices or
trainees in skilled, 'technical of trade occupafions. The remaining
third were first employed in unskilled or semi;skilléd jobs (mainly
cle;icai). Only one of this last group had a degree at that time

although several others had discontinued some type of course.

Nearly all respondents have had different jobs since this time.
Of the unskilled and unqualified group, most have since gained degrees
or now work in their own businesses. Half the skilled group went on

to get higher qualifications (mostly degrees) in other fields while a

* Since then six have left teaching and three entered the field.
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few others were now self-employed. Half of the professional = group

were still employed in fields commensurate with their training.

A questionnaire item asked the respondents for their curremt or:
most recent (full-time) job. The following table shows respondents’ .
most recent paid.occupations,‘the comparable ABS figures for all Aus-
tralians in these categories at the 1981 cenéus and the occupations of
1024 arrested blockaders which showed less of a tendéncy towards high
status occupationé and tertiary educations but still higher thap aver-

>age.

OCCUPATIONS #

Activists Blockaders Census

Professional ' .

& Technical ; 55% 407 ' 117%
Other : , '
Occupations 39% 247 45%
Not : :
Employed _ 2/31 36% 447

# Percentages rounded. '"Not Employed" includes
unempl oyed, students, housewives & ;etired.

Generally these'figures confirm studies showing that environmen-
tal activism correlates with high-status occupations and high educa-

tion levels (for example, for New South Wales conservationists see

Turner, 1979:255-256). Further implications of this will be discussed
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in the last chapter.

No direct question on income was asked but from apparent lifes-
tyles' and disdusgions in interviews (which- were often in the
respondents’s home) and information on careers, it was possibie to
make an estimation in most cases. It seemed unlikely that~any lived
on partidularly high incomes and many lived on incomes that were below
average. About a quarter of respondents were employed full—timé in
high status and average or highef than average income bracke;s (mostly
as educators). Most . of the other quarter who were in the full-time
work force, were self-employed in small businesses (ofﬁen in wisual

arts or related creative fields).

v Coﬁsidering the aqtivists who responded to the- survey (except
women with families) on the basis of differences between firsf'and -
present or last full-time jobs and their qualificationsy' over . half
were upwardly mobile in the sense of gaining highef qualificationé and -
bjobs, or by establishing businesses whereas befbre they wére unskilled

employees.

A striking feature of activists’ careers was high. geographic
mobility. Most respondents came to Tasmania as‘adults. One third
were migrants'fo Australia, born in Britain énd America and most came
to Australia as adults.* Only one third were born in Tasmania and the
remaining third elsewhereA in Australia. Nearly half of respépdents

had been in Tasmania for less than 12 years (since 1970) and most of

* For Australia, the proportion of overseas born residents is less
than this at about 20% and half of these are from non-English speaking
countries. : :
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this group (or 1/3 of the respondents) had spent childhoods in cities
and moved to Tasmania as adults. Many activists thug appear ;o have
attempted a ﬁérmanent move to a region with greater fenvironmental
quality" than they. ﬁere brought up in. Sevérai indicators give an
idea of integration into a community or "settledness'. Virtually all
respondents had had their most reéent fﬁll—time jobs in Tasmania and
many who had qualifications (or attempted them) had 'gtudied in
Tasmania. Most own houses (two thirds) and most of those Have mort-—
gages. Only two home owners and four .others said that they owned
other property whigh was usually ihdicatgd in ihterviewé.td be afholi—
day house. Néarly two thirds were_marriéd, five'had never been *ﬁar—
ried and"just over half of the respondents had children (usually one

or two).

SUMMARY

The general profile of activists’ backgrounds so far shows that
they are often in their. late 30s and have settled in Tasmania as
adults, living oﬁ mode;ate incomes. There waé no reason to identify
the groﬁp with the néw—class, in terms of their'parental bapkgrounds
but their own careers often 1led into it. Their parents’ careers
showed a wmixture of working -class, petit-bourgeois énd "new middle-
class” characteriétics although most aid have more secondary and ter-—
tiary education than was common for that generafion. Most activists
had>had ~early or recent jobs in the corporate sector where -a

university degree was required, and many of these were school teach-
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ers. Several others had moved into new-class occupations from
unskilied occupations, bringing the total to over a half. While most
activists have university educations maAy of thése were as méture age’
students and careers were not pursued in elite professions or in big

business.

This evidence supports a study of student radicals in America,
which traced careér paths and pélitical involvement ten years after
the protests of the early 60s [Fendrich,_l973]. It waé found here
that protestors had maintained a "radical,:humaniséic commitment" and
folloﬁed careers in the public sector "rejecting the traditional occu-
pationsb and occupational values that only offer conventional rewards
such as money, stétﬁs and secﬁrity. In.fact they are pursuing careers
that offef sﬁbstantially less financial reﬁard." To draStfcally sim- ..
plify the'pattern which appears szf%ﬁ.acﬁivists were broughp -up to
value eduéational échievement, were politicized'(radiCalized or disen-
chanted) as a result of university life or other cultural eveﬁts of
.the 60s and 70s and this led to mobility and broader interests in pol-

itics, as will be seen below..

POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS

In investigating the social influences that may have shaped
environmental activists’ political positions and values, the organiza-

tions that they joined (and in particular, were active in) are  bound

to have been important [Putnam, 1976]. The questionnaire asked for
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details of past and presenr organizarions that the respondents were .
‘ "active" in. The - types of organizationsbreqnested in the question-
naire were describad as "environmental or valnntary nrganizations,
political parties, charity grOupsbor trade unions". As the main point
of inrerest in tnis study is the political nature of environmentalism,
bushwalking and other recreational groups were_omitted from the fol-
lowing analysis and treated separately although respondents usually

listed these as "environmental groups”.

Altogether 123 wmemberships to politicalior blobby organisations,
of wvarious types were listed. Half of these were current memberships
(58). The main type which respdndenrs wera currently active in
reflected -the selection criterion whichvchbse those in.the clearly
politisally active or "radisal" groups (39/123),'mnstly the Tasmanian
Wiiderness SoCiety. The'next mosr pommon.membership was of the less ~
activist environmental.grOUPS (36/123) usually the Tasmania Conserva-

tion Trust . and there was a considerable amount of cross—membership

between these two. s

There was no evidence of strong movements from one type to the
other when current memberships were compared to ones that had lapsed.
There was no other particularly.large group or type of ‘organization?
comparable to these two, listed by respondents. The Australian Labor
Party was listed by nearly a third of the .respondents but very .few
were current members, which is not surprising considering the contr—-
oversial position of the Tasmanian A L P in environmental politics.
Somewnat more common were memberships of centra political parties

(11/31), notably the United Tasmania Group (U T G - active in the
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early 70s) and the Australian Democrats. There were even
fewer current memberships to the Democrats than to the ALP.
There were also very few cross memberships between these two

centre parties and between them and the ALP.

Over half of the respondents (17/30) had said that they were
active in some form of (broadly) political organization (usually only
one or two) before joining their first environmental organization. Of
the six respondents who mentioned anti-nuclear groups only one was a
. currently active member. None 1listed radical 1left memberships,
although because of the politically sensitive position that they were
in at the time, some of these were mentioned later in interviews but
not listed. Trade unions were listed three times and one of these was
a current membership. Other types of organizations listed by a few
respondents were 'urban amenity" (for example residents’ action

groups) peace and human rights, international aid and feminist groups.

Over half of respondents (16/26) held one office only in any
current organization listed by them.* With regard to past memberships,
a quarter had been active iﬁ only one organization and another quarter
in two organizations. The othér half ranged up to 17 memberships.
Considering the total number of political organizations which the

respondents listed or mentioned the most common range was from three

* Another seven respondents held offices in two organizations and the
remaining two held them in three organizations. The notion of office-
holding was often said to be problematic (both on the questionnaire
and in interviews) mainly by respondents from smaller organizations,
because they tried to avoid formalized structures. If the broader de-
finition of involvement is wused (including "active in'") the group
comprised; a third involved in only one organization and another third
involved in two organizations. The rest were active in up to seven.
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to six memberships.

INVOLVEMENT -

. Some further'indication.of the extent of involvement in organiza-.
tions may be seen in answers to the question.on "approximate hours per
week spent" in current'organizatiéns. Estimates of time involvemegt
of‘ 23 'fespondeﬁts werg¢obtained. The group fell roughly into thirds:
full-timers who said they spent over 40 hburs per week (up to 100- .in
one case), those spending less than six hours per wéek ahd:a gfoup'in i
be;weeﬁ\who épent one to two days per week. The duration of organiza-
'tional memberships will also give éome idea of involment of activists. -
It would not make much semnse té averaée memberships for indivi&uals or
across individuals due ;Q wide discrepancies between types bf organi-
zations, different reasons for involvgment and the varying ages of the
respondenté. However for those who listed them, a clear tendency does
emerge for past memberships to éll organizations to haye _1as£éd .for
about 2-3 yegrs. Most respondenté joined the firsﬁ environmentél
organization that they were active in, iﬁ the late 70s or 1980 and
another smaller group in the late 60s and early 70s. That is, a small
group joined at the same time as they were at universities but most
~did so some time after they had qualified. Many of these memberships
were to "radical",or activist groups (17/29 - most of these to the
Tasmanian Wilderness Society) rather than to moderate groups (11/29).
About half of the respondents were still’ active in their first

organizations. When all past memberships to environmental organiza-
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tions are considered (and one unusually long membership is omitted)
the average length of time spent in thése 6rganizations is just unaer
three years. Similarly for non—environﬁental organizafions (with oné
unusually long membership omitted) past memberships averaged just over

2.5 years.

As seen in the above descriptions there is a wide range of types
and degrees of involvement, in a fair range of different organizations
reflecting different political and humanitarian concerns.: Therg was a
group of activists who appeared from their respoﬁses to the survey, to
be 1qng-serving in a lafgg number of political or environmental cam-—
paigns. But this did not correspond gloSely with those curfentlyi.
speﬁding the most time in environmental organizations nor with: being
‘older dr widely respected as effeétive péliticél'workers, 1ob$yists-of
leaders. There appeared to be no significant relationship between the
number of times named as effective and age, education, number of
memberships of environmental organiiations or years lived in Tasmania.
However there was apparently recognition for hours spent in environ—
mental activities, or in other words the full-time activists were
widely recognized as the most "effective" by. other acﬁivists in the

survey.

REASONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST
In response to a question about membership of religious, cul-~-

tural, sport or hobby groups nearly two thirds (19/30) of the respon-
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dents listed over 40 memberships. About half of these memberships
were to sports, arts, crafts or science- organizations. The other half
were to outdoor recreation or hobby clubs which would have relied on

the existence of natural or wilderness areas.*

It was expécted that many en§itonﬁenta1 activists wbuld have been
involved in outdoor recreation clubs since before their involvement in
political activism. Half of these respondents ﬁad been or were still
members of Tasmania’s twb main bushwalking clubs in most cases.
Memberships were longstanding ones (most over 13 years)." A Dbetter
idea of thoselwho were bushwalkers.or users of wilderness and 6utdoor5»
resourceé (and who may not have béen in bclubs) was _available from -
answers 'to a specific interview quesﬁion coﬁcgrning frequengy,of out-
door féé;éatién.' About'tﬁb thirds of thé'respoﬁdents said, that they:
did some’~serious walking and had béen for arfull day or 6§ernight,,

within the last six months.

Clearly, recreational activities and the aesthetic or vbsychic
benefits that stem from these are an important féctor in involvement
in environmental politic;, but they can hardly be considered suffi-
cient reason to explain why activism is adopted r;ther than passivity
and tolerance of perceived environmental destruction. Neither are

users of an outdoor resource automatically sympathetic with the

* As an aside, some evidence of childhood exposure to different en-
vironments was provided by answers to survey questions on places of
birth, school locations and self-assessment of backgrounds. There was
no clear tendency of rural or urban backgrounds, with about a third-
having spent childhoods in both areas or on city fringes. They rough-
ly paralleled the proportion of about 55% of Australians bormn in
"metroplolitan" centres (at about the same time as this cohort) as de-
fined and recorded in the 1947, 1954 and 1961 censuses [ABS].
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environmentalist image or aims.

When asked why they first joined an envirommental organization
mﬁst found it difficult to name specific factors but most common was
the influence of the IakebPedder’coAtroversy and involvement in :the
U TG at that time (8/31). Another gf&up‘mentidned the influence. of
friends of peers generally (7/31) and others attributed their initial

ve ' :
involment to an interest in the bush, walking or nature (6/31). Few

mentioned family influences. -

Was there any evidence of a predominéncevof family or peer group
influence at the time thése respondents jpined their first>en§ironm§ﬁ—,
tal organization? Several questionnaire‘items asked for friends and
faﬁily involvementsv at the 'tiﬁe the fespbndent joined their first
"énvironméntal.ofgéniiétion" (nof néceégafiiy thé one they Wéfe first -
active in). Most (i9/26) " had at 1éast one friend or family member
iﬁvolved in environmental iésues atvphis time and a quarter had had
friends or family involved only in non-environmental types of organi-
zations'(as specified in the‘question).. Very few said that a bérent
had been involved in envifdnmental issues or organizations (in any
way) at that time but a quarﬁer' had parents involved in non-
environmental organizations which were usually A L.P or social wel-

fare organizations.

The influence of friends, rather than family, seems to have been
important in starting and maintaining involvement in environmentalism.

The respondents’ closest friends who were mentioned (including

spouses) were usually in environmental organizations (35/48). Looking
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more closely at peer group influence, the number of spouses and
friends_ who were invol?ed in environmental issues or organizations
doubled, from whén the respondent firstijoined an.envifonqental,orgapi—
zation, to the time of the survey. ﬁy the time éf fhe-survey virtu-
ally all had a close friend involved and nearly half now.had'all three
close friends involvéd in environmental organizations or issues. At
the time of the respondents’ first wmembership of an environmental
organization just. under a third of their spousés and friends listed,
were involved in n;n~environmental organizations, mainly left.énd cen—

tre politically. By the time of the interview this proportion and

fallen to below 9Z.

Peer influence is probably more important in maintaining activism
and social involvement in organizations, than it was in instigating
it, for this group. Clearly many activists had made close friends as

a result of their organizational involvement which among other things,

was probably perceived as a rewarding social experience.

SUMMARY

Most activists had been (and still were) predominantly involved
in nature conservation organizations. But most had been in other pol-—
itical organizations prior fo these. They have tended in the past to

remain ~ in organizations for two to three years. About half of

the respondents had a recreational interest in wilderness which

predated their involvement in politics. Activists in the survey are
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both full and part-time and show a wide range of degrees of involve-
ment (currently and in the past). The organizétions that they had
been involved in were notably oriented around protest' or alternative
political issues, with virtually no religious, conservative political,
business or professional groups mentioned. Previous experience in )
non-conservative political parties was the most notable, common factor
amongst respondenté and together with other»factors indicates a gen-
eral searching for effective politicél opportunities and organiza-
";ionai involvement. The historical precedent of the Lake Pedder issue
‘together withbtheif éarlier,_serious interest in wilderness rec;eation

probably provided a focus for activism.‘i

To:charagterize coﬁsérvation activists as a "single issue" -group
is misleading, in .tﬁis lighf. -They have loﬁgstanding,.although
sporadic intereéts in broad political change but appear Fo have - found
>particular conservation issues'ih Tasmania a more suitable (dr perhaés

tractable) area to focus on.
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CHAPTER 5: ACTIVISTS’. POLITICAL VIEWS

Specific evidence of political ideologies was sought from iqter—
view questions and consequent discussions which asked about political.
self-identificagion,vvoting and how these had 'changed over time.
Other less specific aépects of ideology were probed by 16 more ques—
btiqns on social chaﬁge and social theory. Most of these are formed
into groups which step do&n from more‘general isgués to specific or
local omnes. As:mentionedvin Chapter 1 the aim here is not to evaluate
or compare these ideas and attitudes but to describe the most conmon
feafures'elicited’in the interviews. Their responses to these ques-—
fions can be best described by paraphrasing interviéw respénées around .
the key words and terms chosen by the respondents at the time. The
groups of questions and their responses which are detailed below con-—
cern: |

(a) polifical positions
(b) world and Australian problems/solutions.
(c) Australian political change
" (d) economic growth..
Related to their views on these broad topics, were views on-_the'
environmental movement itself;v- |
:(e) their relationsﬁip with "the pubiic" and
(f) their strategies.
The end of this chapter deals with the responses to 1l questions on

this area.
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POLITICAL POSITIONS

In the 1980 Fedefal election most of the fespondents had voted
AIP for their first preference in the Lower House (18/24). .Noné had -
voted Liberal and only one other had as a second preference. The
other first prefe:ences were nearly all for the éustralian,Democrats.
Second preferences (for the 12 that remémbered) went to ALP in half of
the cases and to Democrats or independent and socialist candidates for
the others. State elections were not a clear indicator of political
position in terms of Labor ana Libe?al voting. The circumstances of
the 1982 state election, for Labor.in Tasmania, generally proviaedv'a’
difficult choice for mahy respondents. Viftugily all voted'for-the
independent or Democrat "No Dams" candidate standihg in their elector-

ate and very few gave first preference to AIP "No Dams" candidates.

When asked about how political position ~had changed over -time
aBout half had clearly had traditional labor'or ieft of centre back-
grounds in terms of parents’ voting or interests. This group had éll
voted labor when younger and some mentioned that they had at one time
been involved or seriously interested in radical left ‘organizatidns.
Nearly all of them had voted ALP in the last Federal election (but

only half had given the AIP second preference in the state election).

The other main group in terms of parents’ and .their own early
voting, could be described as more conservative or right-wing. About
a quarter of respondents fell clearly into this group either saying

that they used to vote Liberal or describing
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their pafents as Liberal voting, or both.*

Most respondents labelled themselves left or socialist to 'some.
degree (23/31). When asked to describe thelr political position the
.mos; common responses were that this was difficult to define or that
tﬁey lhad not given it much thought.A Some used wordé like "moderate"
or "centre" and others_suggested."radical" or "left" but with reser-
vations. A few used "anarchist" to partly describe their position.
Very few respondents could apply .a standard phrase to thémsel?es
without difficulty and the uncertainties‘abopt being more specific
~were expressed invthree.ways. Firstly there . were doubts::abqut..the o
type or degree of radicalism. About a third foﬁnd the labei "radicél’
left" to be the most appropriate.but héd_ seriousb feéervations about
‘the use of the term ‘radical,'fdr themselvéé;-'Secondiy thefe'wére
doubts about 1dent1fy1ng with the left rather than the centre. ‘About.
half were unsure about being labelled left at all or d1d so with firm
qualifications using terms like "left¥leaﬁing" or "left of centre"ﬂ'AA
few others implied or said that they were liberal or non—sociélist
radicals, or used a  simple "moderate"” or 'centre" description;
Thirdly there was uncertainity about the relevance of ideas like
left-wing, socialism and Marxism. Some expressed confusion or dpubted
the adequacy of these terms in relation to environmental problems or -
to the Australian and especially Tasmanian politicéi situation. For

example about a quarter' said there was no viable or real left in

* The remaining respondents provided no clear indicators to put them
into either of the two groups above. Instead they indicated that they
were at variance with parents’ conservatism or had parents who were
mixed (both different) or swinging voters or in three cases the
respondents had come from America or Britain where their early politi-
cal ideas or situations were difficult to compare to Australia.
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Tasmania{ A few otheré refused to'label themselﬁes at all, rejecting

the left-right dichotomy.*

" Had activists éhanged their political positions? Several main
shifts can Se suﬁmariéed from théir comments on voting (above).and on .
self;ideptification. Just Qndéf haif of- the _reépondents said that
they had .moved left (mosﬁly from left positioﬁs or backgrounds). A
few others héd becomevmore moderate or cqnserﬁative.and the rest -said
that they héd not changed their position (mostly on the left i.e.

- about 1/3 of respondents).

.Politicgl positions, as described above; 'baséd on:';espbndeﬁtsf L
repérté of their own views aﬁa behaviour are oSviously‘an indication
of politicai ideoidgies and philosopﬁies.Q .Howevér._they.Acannot ‘be 
taken as>final maiﬁly.because of definitiéﬁal pfobleﬁs Qith political-
.labels of the kind mentioned ffequently by the rgspoﬁdents themselves.

' The next seétipn in this chapter wiil»describe more fully the politi-
cal theories and p;ac;ices of activists to try to characterize the
type .of socialism that fhis left—ieéning leadérsﬁip group envisages.
But before doing this what caﬁ be said about the causal factors »of

political positions as described above?

Generally social class location was not a good indicator of polf
itical views. The strong and wild left groups (most of the respon—-

dénts) had parental occupational and educationmal backgrounds of “all

* The other common statements made regarding political position con-
cerned problems with or dislike of political parties as such (9/28).
Two respondents re jected the idea or viability of socialism /communism -
and another four expressed support for a mixed economy or the need.to
protect or allow free enterpriggito?éome extent.
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class or strata types described in the previous chapter (that is

working-class, small-business and white collar professional).*

Although'sources of political influence as such, were not asked
for in intefviews, about a quarter of the respondents mentioned that
the anti-Vietnam protests influenced théir involvement in
environmental politics, either directly or as observers. In the
previous chapter it was shown that there was some parental influence
on respondents’ involvement in political organizations but peer
influence seemed more important, particularly through previous
environmental issueé (notably the Lake Pedder campaign) and a range of
other issues typical of modern social movemgnt concerns which
characterized political dissent in the industrial capitalist societies
of the 1960s and 70s. Another indication of some of the intellectual
and politicai influences that may have contributed to environmental
activists’ views was a question about books which they had read and
found helﬁful in understanding environmental and social issues.
Respondents answered this in the questionnaire and a 1list of titles
and authors is provided in Appendix 2. Apart from five who said that
they hadn’t read much or that they learnt more from dealing with
people directly,v nearly 80 books; journals and authors were listed.
The largest group by far was that of books by fairly well known
ecologists, alternative technology advocates and "futurologists” such
as the Club of Rome, the Ehflichs, Rachael Carson, E;F. Schumacher,

-

* Dealing with such small numbers as are involved here- makes any
further breakdown highly suspect however it is Interesting to note
several further points. The few respondents who identified themselves _
with the right of the spectrum of political positions described above

all had professional fathers. On the other hand none of the mild left
or centre group had professional parents.
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further breakdown highly suspect however it is intleresting to note
several further ppints. The few respondents who identified themselves
with the right of the spectrum of political positions gescribed above
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or centre group/had professional parents.
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Alvin Toffler and Ivan Illich. Also figuring strongly were works by
socialist and Marxist economists and philosophers. Environmental

~ journals -and fiction were each as common as these.

FUTURES

Several questions were asked in the interviews which aimed to
sample a crossection of ideas which would be indicative of
respondents’ political positions and broad understandings of common

issues other than environmental ones.

Tﬁe first questions concerned the main problems faced by
"humanity" and then "Australia" and ho& iikely it was that they would
be solved or ameliorated. The most pressing world problem for nearly
half the respondents was seen as nuclear war (some described the
nuclear.industry as inseparable from the threat of nuclear war). Most
respondents mentioned two main problems and often felt that they could
not be separated. Three other types of main problems were commonly
ment ioned.

(1) The "overuse" or "unwise use of resources" were frequently used

to encompass a broad range - of situations which went beyond particular

environmental issues.

(2) In the same vein more specific problems were perceived such as

pollution, ecosystem failures and resource destruction.

Overpopulation was singled out as a pressing long-term world problem

by some.
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“(3) The other main type of response concerned . "human nature" . or

:
people’s understanding or values, for example regarding consumption, .
industrialization, profit, ignorance and most. frequently and cogently

put, "greed'.

’The_most common position on whether - these problems wouid be
solved was one of pessimism but not total gloom: about a third>said
that it was possible but not probable. The next most common response
was one of cautious optimism for the long-term and these, togéther with'.

a few who expressed some confidence, formed another third of - the
group. | ‘

The main problem faced by Australia* clearly eﬁerged as that. of
'foreigﬁ ownership of.resoﬁrcés and.the conséquent abuse or depiétiqn
which this was assumed to entail. Oné.third 6futhe resppﬁdehts  men-
tioned wmulti or transnationél oWnership_ or control of Australian
-resources. ' A few others hentionéd‘resource aﬁuse or overuse in con-
nection with political comservatism or lack of personal and "éultural"
vself—confidence of Australians. Too much affluence, general apathy or
materialistic values were also given by some as the main problem.
Somewhat fewer than in the caée of the world problems, felt able to
judge 'whetﬁer these Australian problems would be solved but these 25
féll'fairly evenly into either guardea optimisté and not total pessim—
ists. Most who were optimistic about the world’s future tended to be

so about Australia’s future as well (about 1/4) and another quarter

was pessimistic in both cases.

* the question was asked in a way which avoided repetition of the pre-
vious world problem, applied to Australia.
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INSTITUTIONS

Assuming the general importance of "environméntél" _problems to
éhe feépénden;s,\ the next question asked fof the main change ﬁecces—
sary>iﬁ Australia before ‘they could be solved. _The most . common
response. (by 12/31) was a change in-values ér attitudes by Australiaps
- which was often given as a more or less self—contained or seif—evideht
solution. Presumably these were refereﬁces fb, in some cases, é need
for people to care more for theirvenvironment. In other cases  -there
was the statement or_impliéation that it was broader ﬁolitical values
that had';é change. The next most cdmmon Tesponse to this .question
was the clear statemeﬁt that the fblitiéél syéﬁem ﬁeeded to be more
responsive to, and fepréSentative of people'é nééds; thus alleviating
at least, envirbnmenﬁal abuse. ﬁﬁeﬁ'a séécﬁ&."ﬁain"'change wés'con—.
sidered as well which was often an-elaboration of the first, the . idea
of education and knowledge emerged strongly. Other chaﬁges séen_to.be
important were: an incréase in self—confidence' ofv Australians; .a

greater moral awareness and; freedom of information.

Nearly three quarters of the respondents felt that Australia’s
"political institutions" were incapable of solving environmental prob-
lems. The other qu;rter-felt that it was not the Basic nature or form
of the political system that was the main problem but that it was
eitﬁer abused or not uéed ﬁo best advantage.v When asked what specific
changes they would iike to see to improve this situation there was a
diverse range of suggestions. The most common of the general answeré
(by 1/3 vof respondents). was that there should be.more access to the

political system and more participation by people generally. This was
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closely related by these respondents to the availability of knowledge,
information and education. The. next most common and mofe ;pécific
reply was the -necessity for more diversity of politiéal representé—
tives'(that is, alternatives to the two party system). The main rea-
son for this need, which was often expressed With some force, was thg
corruptibility and self-serving nature of politicianms. cher 'anéwers
were: socialism, stronger centralized government controls and several

specific reform measures.

Having thus sought an outiine of thei; criticisms of the politi-
cal sphére and some views on how to éhange it,respondents'were asked
to isolate the main power group in the Tasmanian context. Respopses
to this question were fai;ly evenly spread across several types:.

(1)_geﬁera1 economic agents»such as capitaliéts; .major industries,
multinatiqnals and more specifically the HECvand the Tasmanian medié;'

(2) the more inclusive notion of elite groups (who may havé- been
mainly local for example, the "Tasmaﬁia Club")'org

(3) elitesspecifically menfioneé "as being dominated from outside,
consisting of companies, politicians and bureaucrats and to a‘lesse:
extent; large agricultural land holders.
Only three mentioned the.political parties and none singled out ény-
thing like '"the peoplef, "the unions" or a class, as a significant

power group.*

Another question tested for belief in the efficacy of referenda

as a means of political determination. It was felt that this would be

* Those who mentioned companies or industries were asked to specify
these and nearly all mentioned Comalco (10/11), then EZ, followed by
A.P.P.M. and A.N.M. and various others. ’
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particularly.pertinent to activists in Tasmania because of the state .
Lab@r Government ‘s referendum on. the Franklin-Gordon dams in 1981.
Nearly all respondents answered this question iﬁ the negative. . They
réjééted the validity of a hypothetical referendum with an anti—
conservation outcome (23/30) although two did so with some difficﬁlty.
A fewlsaid they woﬁid have accepted such an outcome if there haa been
proper disseminagion of information or education beforehand. The rea—
sons given (by just over half of regpdndents) .for this strong
response, were that such a means of determinihg the outcoﬁe of " this
type of issue was inadequate because majorities were not always-;ight,
didn't‘understand the issﬁes fully or were too éésily swayed by false
appeals from vested,establishment interesté; Two other equally cdmmon
responses were that the domination.of the information channels by such
interests Vprecluded propef dissemination of information,and that thev
issue of the Franklin dam should have been detérmined on a national.or

international level, such was its significance.

SOCIAL EQUITY

A further question to help determine the respondent’s stance on
traditional political issues was a direct query on the desirgbility of
"more equality in Australia’. The ensuing discussion usually involved
the respondent asking for a clearer definition of the term which was
not given. Instead their own understanding of its meaning waé‘ sought
and the extent to which they saw it as an important or feasible‘social

goal. Nearly all who felt they could answer did so in the affirmative
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(23/29). . A-few of these answered emphatically but most others éeeméd
'fo héQe difficulty with this fairly bald question. Nearly a ‘third N
said :that they had hdt thought aBoﬁt-it much aﬁd a siﬁilar-nﬁmbér, -
ﬁ%rwalthpugh not necessarily the same grouﬁ mAde notably few comments on
Fhe: sﬁbject, Over a third of respéndents maﬁe the point.thét Aus-—
tralians-wgre fairly or'véry well-off or in a féw cases rejected the
géal of total equality. Anothe;_third favoured significant redistri-
bution of wealth with a few saying that Australia was ﬁot _asl egali—.
»térian’ or classless a society as many people-believed. When asked

where specific changes in equality should occur or for whom, respon-

dents generally seemed unfamiliar with this specific issue, often say— - -

ing that they had not given it much thought. The three most .common
.responses (each from half of the respondents) were: more equal access .

to good educational resources: more amenities for low “income.. groups:.

andy rights and opportunitieé ' for particular disadvantaged .groups.*

.Other less common sugggstions were that the wealthy should generallyw
pay more, the stigma of being unemployed should be 'discouraged (or
eradicated) and that thefe should be betterbaccess for peoplé to the
political system. Specific pblicies or méasurés for bringing .about
changes in equality were sought next and three main types of sugges-
tions were made or advocated,.more'or lesé evenly through the group:

(1) improvement of edﬁcational facilities and skills in schools and
in the area of adult education (15/28);

(2) a guaranteed minimum wage for all, whether employed or -

* Looking at the groups who were specified as such, the most commonly
mentioned were aborigines and racial minorities (9+3/31 resp.), the
unemployed (10/31) and women (7/31). - Another frequent comment was
that the middle-income wage earner was exploited or disadvantaged
(9/31). .
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unemployed (14/28) and again;. (3) improved access " to political
decision making and policy determination processés (12/28).

Proposals for taxation measures were»soughc if not suggested by the
respondent aﬁd two equally common responses were to tax higher income
earners more and to catch tax avoiders (9/28 each - 4 both). . Taxipg
large, profitable or overseas companies was suggested rather less fre-
quently than the above‘(6/28). Similarly to other questions above,
there was a clear discrepancy between those who said that they had not
thought about these.issues much and who made one or no suggestions,

and those who had apparently given it considerable thought.

 ECONOMIC GROWTH

Another group of questions sought the feSpondents' views on
economic growth, a . notion which plays such an important role in polit-
ical rhetoric and "rational" planning by government and business and
yet goes relatively unquestioned and loosely defined. Economic growth
is a crucial issue for environmentalist critics of .modern high. con-
sumption societies and most respondents were well aware of this
although a‘few said they didn’t understand much economics. 1In general
these activists advocated a new type of economic system. At face
value the goal of more economic growth for Australia was rejected by
most (19/31). The more immediate questionm of the compatability of
growth and environmental quality in 'Tasmania drew a more positive
responsev with wmost saying that the two could co-exist (20/29),

although a few were very pessimistic about the 1likelihood of this.
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But the important ?oint is that most did not take the questioms at
face value. Some mentioned the definitioﬁal prbblems of the te;ﬁ
. (8/31) but most gave a qualified answer toboné.pr both questions, say-
-ing that the desirability of growth depended on changes in the type or
amount of growth (24/31), or significant changes in the distribution

of benefits from growth (6/31 - three mentionéd both).

Only a few used the phrase "stead;éfate economy"” but altogether-
half felt that a fundamentally differént type of economig basis was
neéessary. This was expressed by asserting thé need fpr "resﬁruc—
tured" or "redirected"‘gfowth or for a significantly different "indus-
trial base" (for Tasmania); Most.of'the others-ekpfesséd less encom-
passing views (16/31)'By saying théﬁ some types of growth were a¢cgpt—
. able ér'that a differentuemphasis or bétter' management were needed..
Respondenté were asked to specify which gndustries or areAS'of growth
or economic activity might provide envifoﬁmeﬁtaliy benign = forms of
empioyment ér revenue; Many suggestions were made and the most common
was to avoid energy and capital intensive vindustries »uSingA large.
amoﬁnts of bulky raw materials (14/155);' Nearly as common was the
converse suggestion to encouragevhigh skill, design-iﬁ;ensive areas of-
growth A(high—technology and "cottage industries"). The phrése "labor

intensive" was used by a few only.

Most respondegts (18/30) made 'sdggestions alongl these general
lines. Ihe most commonly suggested particular ihdustry was tiﬁber and
wood skills (12/155), followed closely by computers and electronics,
-and then food pro&uction and.érocessing and finally tourism. ‘Other

general points that were made (by about 1/3 of the respondents) were
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"that there should be more dbqutreém processing of productS'exported
from Tasmania and that Tasmania. shquld be more economically self-
sufficient, 'particlarly.in féod. Other suggeétipns were'agricultural
specialty crops, fisheries, cottage iﬁdﬁstries, a new type of "non-
trinket" tourism (éducationally oriented and well_ﬁlanned) and alter-
native energy production/equipment industries. To test furtﬁer
whether environmental activists saw an unavoidabie—trade-off betweenv
growth and:environméntalvprotection tﬁéy were. confronted with the
argument that the latter cost jobs by &iscouraging investmeﬁt{ Virtg-
‘ all& all rejected this argument on various grounds. The ‘most common
reason' was that this was Just a red herring by vested interésts; or
simpiy "nonsense" (9/31). vThe next most common resﬁonse’(by 6/31) wés
thatv it was more likely to be the ipefficient é@miﬁis;ratioq_ofvsuch;
laws that would adversely affecf Buéinéss interests;'rbther views were
that environmental protection created investment and jobs in new
industries, which offset other losses énd that the;e was scope for
industries which were'énvironmentally benign rather than déstructive.
A few accepted the argument and some said that if it was so thén Fhe

loss was worth the gains of environmental protection.

"CONS TITUENCY"

From the survey so far it is clear that ‘enviroomental activists
in this group represent a range of non-orthodox or critical views on
political and economic issues. The most wunpredictable or wunclear

aspects of the environmental movement are how this range of alterna-
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tive views and critical sentiments can be mobilized -effectively to
change basic policy-making processes, in traditionally gro&th—oriented
societies such as Australia. Questions were asked in interviews which
approached this area iﬁ two ways. Firstly, respondents were ques—'
tioned on how they séw the "public" in terms of cﬁanging environmental
values and how they thought the public saw environmental activists.
Secondly, ideés on strategies were sought and specific criticisms and

suggestions on the environmental movement and its future.

As mentioned above a considerable number of the respohdents were
bushwalkers and the organizations selected for this study were néﬁure
conéervation groups. Iheré is thus likely to be a high wvalue placed
on the appreciation and preservation of wilderngss._ Wilderness is’

“thus a kéy.idéa for écﬁivists but how important do they think it is in
their attempts to influence others? When asked ﬁo estinm;e the pro-
portion of Australians who,vlike>themselves place a high value -on
wilderness, mnearly half bf the respohdents suggeste& that the defini-
tion of wilderness was unclear and that many people did not undefstand
tﬁe distinction between true wildermess and the more popular notion of
natural beauty. Accepting the narrower definition more than half felt
that very few people valued wilderness highly,‘that is, they estimated
less than 10% of‘Australi#ns. less than 5% was the most common esti-~
mate. Another third of the group thought that it might bé more like
10-50% but only three suggésted that half or a méjority of Australians

came into this category.

These activists thus tended to see themselves as fairly separate

from the general public on this important issue for them. How do they
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think thé public sees them? Nearly half respéndeé to a question“ on
their public image by saying that tﬁey thpught it was fairly gbod or
steadil} improving. Few thought itvwés bad or getting worse. Most
respondents saw “the public” in Tasmania as fairly divided on enﬁiron—
mental issues and thus falling into two camps, reflecting two views of
enQiroumental activists. The unfavourable view was concentrated on in
;he discussion and three main Self-iﬁages emerged.

(1) Environmentalists were "outsidefs", in the broad sense as well
as géographically -‘they‘were seen as too young, not in the workforce
.(dole bludgers), dirty etec. (7/30);

(2) thé& were too radical - seén as_avnoisy,_‘ofteﬁ ﬁushy minority
(10/30); |

and fiﬁally;

(3) they.wefévdo—goode:s>— well meaning idealiéfs whé-dian't undér;
stand the "real" issues (10/31).'

Virtually all respondeqts tﬁought that public interest in environmen*
tal issues would increase .in the future (24/265. The main reasons.

given for this (by 12/28) were that people were.Secoming mére gducated
about environmental problems (which was mentioned by some as being dﬁé
to the efforts of envirbnmeﬁtal organizations in publicising things
like the.Franklin River). Also it was thought that the perceptiqn of
increased environmental destruction would force people to confront the

situation and realize that it had become unacceptable (9/28).
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STRATEGIES S

Thefmain strategies that respondenté advocated for the éeneral'“
aims of improving both awareness of environmental issues and policy
ﬁaking procedures are summarised below together wifh the main obsta-. -
cles that they perceived to their favoured>strategies. The responses
fell into four main types, each answered by half ta two thirds of the

respondents.

Firstly, the value of media publicity was mentioned (20/31) in
various forms ranging from a belief that support would increase
automatically as a result of more money spent on media time, to the

need for relentless presentation of attractive images of wilderness,

showing people what is threatened with destruction.

The second type of stratégy involved dirgpt appeals ".or specific
impacts on particular-grdups or on individuals (19/31). Lobbying of
politicians.or administrators was an obvious suggestion (6/31) but one .
that might have been expected to be more common. Equally common was --
the idea of personal contaét with people to influence their attitudes
‘to the environment, and also encouragfng them.to become more involved
in outdoor recreation. Closer links with trade unions or "the wbrking
class" were mentioned only tﬁice and militant or direct action, only

once.*

The third type of strategy was directed speciiically at institu-

* This last point perhaps indicated a general uncerczinty about the:
success of the forthcoming Franklin blod%de, a mzjor new tactic for
Tasmania but one which had a successful precedent iz the Terania Creek
‘blockade in N.S.W., a few months beforehand.
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- tions (18/31) and involved:specific or general reforms. Most involved
changes in the poli;ical'systemv(7/31 - such as fixed terms for poli-
ticians and administrators) bét also | general iﬁprerment in adminis-
trative procedures and information availabi}ity. Other suggestions
were law reforms (allowing standing in court for environmental organi-

zations) and.reform of the_media and the state AILP.

The fourth type of strategy was similar to the "use the media"

approach. It entailed providing information, educationél broadcasts
and documented arguments to try to convince tbe adult public of élter—
nativeé - to environmentally destructive industries ~and policieé
(17/31). Politicians and administrators were frequeﬁtly cited -as in

need of enlightened arguments and information. This was described by

some respondents as a "soft sell"” approach which.was more a descrip- ..~

tion of its emotidﬁal content because it in_fact iﬁpliéd a more intel-
lectually high-powered préséntation of envi;énmentalists' arguments.
It wés often said that the main hope lay in the future generation and.
';hat many adu;ts were too sét'in their ways to change their'views.éig-
nificantly. Consequently another commonly mentioned strategy was edu-
cation in schools to increase awaremess of environmental problems and
values in the next generation (12/31). Another small group of views
was-concerned with imﬁrovements in environmental organizations (8/31)
such as attracting lmore members ‘and funds. Overall, respondents
favoured strategies that wefe diregted outwards to gain broad popular
support but there were also strong interests in working at the techni-

cal and administrative levels to change environmental policies. The

actual . and potential role for the public was seen as crucial in
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environmental issues as it was in the broader political hope for
increased democratization. However this by no means represented a
naive populism because the role of intellectual - or theoretical work

and criticism was central.

The most commqnly meﬁtioned ébstaéle to stfategies was the per-
ceived intractabiliﬁy' of the political system (11/30), generally
described in terms of the corruption\of politicians and the power of
vested interests. SeQerai other obstacles mentioned were: the domina- .
tion of media channels by conservatives or the establishment (8/30);
ppblic apathy, ignorance or conéervative values (8/30); lackiof funqs
for sufficieﬁt ;cceés to TV and qewspapérs (7/30) ahd; fhé»ﬁad public
image of "greenies" and too narrow a basis of support in the community_f

(6/30).

How did these pteferred“strategies correspond with ;hé actual
ﬁofk done by respbndents as activists involved in”ﬁatufe coﬁservation
caméaigns? The main activity'that respondents said they speﬁt most of
their time on in environmental campaigns could bé>generaiiy described
as organizing or co—ordinating. There was a wide variety of activi-
ties mentionea and it was impossible to distinguish cléarly‘between
overlapping types of wdrk, but co-ordinating other aqtivists or
experts or organizing public events or other activities, emerged as -
the most common type of work (10/30). It was often difficult for
respondénts to themselves rank their activities according to émount of
time spent. When the three main activities .that each vrespondent

spends time on are considered, the most common (18/30) was organizing

(in the sense described abbve), followed by lobbying (by letter or in
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person 12/36), and finally research, writing of ;eports and articles,
editing and publishing (11/30). ther less common tasks were adminis-—
trationm, "frénting"a for the media and fundraising. Wheﬁ all the
groups of activities are considered together, substantially more seem
to be concerned with direct coﬁtact with the public or administrators
~and poiiticians, than °~ with internal administration or commqnica-

tion.*

Most expected environmentalists’ strategies 'to change in the
future (18/24) but they were unclear as to how. The most common
.changes expected were for orgénizations to become more radical or con-
'frontationist (8/24) and that there would be better political planning

and tighter organization (5/24).

Nearly all respondenﬁs felt that the gffeétivness of their organ-
izations could be improved. There was a wide range of suggestions and
several occurred with equal frequency: avoidance of bureaucratization
of organizations (8/29) and;. also suggested by most of these same
respondents, tighter organization and more thorough planning (8/29).
Appealing to a wider public to increase membership was, as expected, a
fairly common suggestion as well (8/29). The need for more experi-
enced and committed activists was mentioned (7/29) as well as‘the need
to ease pressure on current workers as there seemed to be a time limit
on how 1long activistg'could stay in a campaign due to "burn out" and
overwork. Most of the suggestions for improé%ent consisted ofichanges

to the internal workings of organizations (45/78) and half as many to

* There was no apparent bias toward internal activities according “to
whether the respondent worked in a larger organization such. as
Tasmanian Wilderness Society or ome of the smaller omnes.
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more effective or improved relatioms with outside groups or individu-
,als, such as administrators or tﬁe public. _While many respondents.
-mentioned bdth types of improi?ents, over a third mentioned interﬁal
features only (11/29). There was virtually no mention of the need to
maintain members of organizations except in the sense that experienced

activists were hard to replace.

SUMMARY

Conservétionlactiviéts are well aware of their vuntepresentative—
ness in- terms of éublic values concerning wilderness but they saw
their rqle as educators and sensitizers of popular opinion, which was
the main object of their politiéal strategies; Iobbyiﬁg of decision
makers was a secondary strategy but one also approached as ”an. educé—
tional and informational task. .They saw their main tactical problem
as hostile media and accompanying public image difficul;ies in reach-
ing larger numbers of people to gain support. Increasing the size of
environmentél organizatibns was seen as a minor problem only. They
expectea strategies to chaﬁge in the future but were not clear about
how, although increaéingly confrontational tactics or tighter politi-
cal organization 'wére commonly foreseen, as environmental prbblems

became more acute and political in character.

Respondents spent most of their time organizing or. co-ordinating

activities within their voluntary organizations and outside them.

Lobbying and research were also main activities..  Improvements tO
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organizations’ efficiency was generally seen as necessary but there
was little unanimity on specific details. Internal problems were
often wmentioned but improjﬁents in dealing with a wider public were -

also suggested often, but not. detailed.

Environmeﬁtal activists in this survey can -be described as mainly
a mixture of social democrats and New Left "radical reformers".
Parents’ class indicators were generally unpredictive of respondents’
political views. Most were moving left politically in some ways, but
felt the need to go beyond or away from what they took to be "the

left" and from party political strategies.

ﬁuclear war and general concerns for national péliciesvﬁoncerning
resourég_management were the main 1afge: issges»for-reséondents. Both -
mil&- éptiﬁism énd pessimiém ‘éver . these pféblems rwér¢> :eveﬁly
fepresented. Their advocacy for = change .iﬁ-’Australia.was hea&ily-‘
vdependent on the idea of imprbving popular ‘education, access to
knowledgev and channels for politicél representation. These were seen
as a way to bring about major changes 1in poiitical institutioﬁS'
"although “practical details for such change were nog often suggestéd,
nor were mechansims for improving relative equality in Australia -
aithough it and major change in _political institutions were both
widely endorsed by respondents. Political corruption and elites’
greed were the main objects of reform. Political power structureé
were seen as elite dominated through monopoly, not just of gconomic
resources but also of information and educational 6pportunities. This
structure seemed fairlyvimmutable to respondents. Simplistic ideas'of

wealth redistribution were not advocated but rather the more complex
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‘idea of educational opportunities which would lead to greater politi-
cal participation and hence accountabiiity. Full empl oyment was not
mentioned as a goal but paving the way for éociélly and -~ economically

acceptable unemployment was often advocated.. Ideas on other economic

policies were clear in intent if not detail and amounted to :he belief . .

in the need for a basically different production and consumption sys-—.. .
tem which involves more govermment planning, new industrial approaches

and more regional self-sufficiency.



112

CHAPTER 6: CONCIUSIONS

The foregoing survey using texts, questioﬁnnairés and interviews,
prbvides some answers to the questions faised at tﬁe éutset of this
study. Specificaily these -were: "Qhether environmentgl :movement
leaders, in their advécacies concerning pblitical and economic. change
and in some of the more visible assumptions théﬁ these reéted on;
displayed aﬁ ideologically unified>character (ideology being taken to

‘and ; : o ) o
mean views on .diagnoses of political problems and strategies for solv-
ing:thém). Did they share consistent.views on the future, their ."con-
stituen;yf and practical méaﬁé of achieving their ends?.»»If so;vidid
their idéology apﬁear to reflect any class position? Or ?as,thefe
instead a miscellany of views and plans having little iq'_common -with
other political ideologies? The survey résults, which will be dis-
cussed at more length below*, show that théfe are areas of agreement
on some points (and not necessarily tﬁe most femoved from practical
_concerns) but disunity on 6thers, which are often strategic or organi-
zational matﬁers. The overall impression is one not of clearif arti-
culaﬁed- ideoibgical solidarity but ‘of diversity and flexibility-baséd
on practical political struggles conducted by an association oﬁ peéple.‘

from differing backgrounds, and with ideas from differerm.@ut mostly

* Naturally the range of ideas and comments that were collected in
this survey 1is much greater than those which were reported above as
the most typical.. It is beyond the scope of this study to analyse
particular ideas 1in more detail. Instead the emphasis is on the ac-
tivists as a leadership group and thus indicative of probable future
directions of the environmental movement. '
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radical and reformist)sources.

CHARACTERIZING AN ENVIRONMENTALIST IDEOLOGY

An important_common factor to emerge in activists’ careers was
their political experiences as members of an age cohort growing up in
the late 1960s to early 70s. This was a period of consideréble éocial
change particularly in tertiary institutions, in Australia and abroad.
They had had some experience in a variety of non-conservative poiiti-
cal organizations (often parties) before joining their fitst environ-
mental organization. This move was almost certainly strongly influ-
_énced by their hobby interests'inzbushwalking aﬁd nature appreciation
and by close friends’ iﬁvolvement'in environmental issues. They thus
appeared as a generational group who had been disenchanted or rédical—
ized since their youth and had sought political alternatives in a wide
range of causes and organizations, but past and current political
involvement was varied in degree and type. This range of experiences
was reflected in a general variety of views ;hat came out in the sur-
vey but which were not sufficiently divisive to stop this group £frecm

achieving considerable political success.

In trying to characterize the political ideologies of environmen-—
tal activists (and thus of contemporary environmentalism) there are
several important points of agreement among activists that emerge

strongly. They identified with the left, albeit to varying degrees

and supported traditional socialist goals such as increases in socigl
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equality, government planning of the eéonomy'and popular participation:
in political decision making. They were strongly' critical of Aus-
tralian pélitical institutions as' such, and their understanding 6f
political Strucgure was in.terms of power élites rather than pluralis-
tic. They also saw economic growth, in the sense of "development" as
an essential social goal, but favoured qualitative growth along basi-
cally ’different lines to the Austraiian tradition of resource extrac-—.
;ion with minimal processing and heavy externalA mérke; dependence.
They ;aw economic growth as significéntly determined by political fac-
tors and not inherently incompatible with environmental quality. Theyv
could not be simplyAidentified with a populist lefﬁ position, as they
saw the need for an educating and experienced "vanguard" (although
none usea this term). They-did not feel that the best form of politi-
cal resglﬁtion of complex issues was just a matter .of asking péople
what they wantéd (via referenda). ‘However they did see a future in
which people generally would, through necessity or education, become
more politically motivated and that enviranmental politics would

- change in line with this.

Their views on the need for pobular participation- in political
decisioh making were not simplistic. There.was no general assumption
that ihis was a cure-all for‘politiéal conflict. The efficacy of pol-
itical participation depended on 'the intervening area of "values",
"attitudes" and "education" which although abstractly expressed by
activists, was the main object of their political work. Participation

was not a "populist red herring" [Sandercock, 1978] for these

activists but a long term goal, approached by the increasing involve-
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ment of particular groups and publics in specific political issues.

" They differed significantly with some of the 1labor -mévements'
priorities in that very few mentioned full—empioyment as a means to
social equality-ana conversely, where there was general concern 'with
unempl oyment, it was usually in the sense of making it more socially

. acceptable and financially bearable rather than eliminating it.

So they are clearly left-leaning but in some ways critical of the
left and of its rele&ance to their actiQities.' Only half saw them—
selves as having moved left, over their lifetimes while the vothers
tended mnot to see political chénge in these terms. Similariy with
traditional left ﬁolitical  concerns, there was . some ambivalence
towards the idea of equality which was problematic fof.some.and whole-
heartedly embraced by others. This ambiValence,Qas reflected in‘-thé
type of éoncréte suggestions for improving eqpality, given by respon-
dents, as with concrete suggestions for improving pélitical' institu—
tions. Some had clearly thought about these issues more deeply
than others, in that they had considered the details of implementing
such policies for change, rather than siﬁply supporting them on prin—
ciple. Byvcomparison there was more unity on suggestions for alterna-

tive economic and technology policies.

. The main prbblems facing Australia were expressed by half of the
grouﬁ in political-economic terms (viz. dominance by foreign capital)
but the other half appeared to see them in terms of cultural and atti-

tudinal characteristics of Australians. Activists thus differed in

the degree of specificity of their perception of larger'social issues,
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as they also differed on the issues of concrete political change, men-—
tioned above. General social problemsAand_the nature of institutionms.

were occasionaliy seen as being gfounded in something like human
nature, for example, characterisitics such as greed or population
pressure had an/ immutable feel about them. But ideas along these
lines.never emerged from this survey as characteristic of the group.
The mediating role for values; attitudes and knowledgé was seen as
being more important than factors of "human nature" and this was borne
out in their political strategies which were geared to educating and
sensitizing the pﬁblic and decision makers in government.‘ But a lack

of close agreement over strategies and tactics may be related to the

differences in views of the tractability of social values.

There was generélv agreement on the strategic Iimportance of .
abpealing to a wide public on both aésthetic and rational (usually
economic) groundé; But the practicalities of doing this were prob-
lematic for them; Activists differed on how environmentalists were
themselvés seen by the public and generally lacked close agreément cn
tacfical priorities and ways of improving political effectivnegs. The
main obstacle that these activists sa& to their strategies and to
their view of a better world was the ent renched system of values and
information structures in society, that is, an dideoclogical hegemony"
(although not described as such by them). There was clearly.little
room for dogmatism or reliénce on arcane theory in theirl styles of
organization and agitation. The main source of hope for political

change was in public opinion and protest, stimulated by people 1like

themselves who had the necessary blend of sensitivity, social consci-
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ence, éaucation and courage enough to take firm political ’scandsb on
particular issues. The role of majorities in social change is thus_
cruqial for them but it is not addressedjin much detail in their pol-
itical philosophies; it remains abstract or symbolic, outside of the
particular instances of mass protest that occur during campaigns.
Theif views on.social change could thus be described to some extent as.
individualistic, moralistic and meritocratic. Thésé characteristics
‘were also evident in the texis_discussea in Chapter 2, and have pér-
sisted from the early days of the eﬁvirqnmental movement ., These do
not play an expiicit.role in v3v Jédvocacies but rather act as back-
ground assumptions, revealing the influence of liberalism which could
bé describea as meritocratic and individualiétic. But a central,v
positi;é role for markéts, business.or freedom of>the .individual__was
not particularly evident from activists’ statementg of’wriﬁiﬁgs.
Their reliance on a moral, educational leadership function in social

change could hardly be said to.reveal a class position.

As an exploration of a contemporary social ‘movement this study
has not been able to rely on the assumed'réievance of pre—-existing
definitions or conceptions of political and ideologicél éategories. 1A'
particular label 1like radical, populist, socialiét or liberal could
rarely be applied to fully describe any activistv in this survey,
Instead each represented a mixture ofvtwo o; more of these categories,
in their beliefs and theoriés; In this sense environmentalismvcan be
bconsidered with all social movements as an emergent reality, with dis-

tinct political styles and ideological characteristics [Rush & Denis-

off, 1971:252}. 1In terms of traditional political categories they are
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bestbdescribed as non—revélufionafy socialists or social democrats, in
_ that they don’t believe in. the 1likelihood (or lessrclearly, the
desirability) of the immediate»overthrdwvof exisging economic and pél—.
itical elites andA institutions of-capitalism. They are working at
reforming environmental policy and policy making procedures, “but.  see
Fhis ~as an aspect ~9f a b;oader, deeper process of reform.but thch
_they don’t define in Marxist terms.  They have serious misgivings
about traditional, radical leftism, as well as the existing "represen—
tativeness“ of parliamentary democracies énd existing political par-
ties. ‘_They could be characterized as New ILeft in that they areﬁgen—v
erally frpm the_"Vietnam-generatioﬁ" and- are . clearly ‘influenced by
ideas from anarchism, Marxism,  the 1civi1. tights, peace and anti—
nuclear movements,but also ecologists, "Futurists" .and steady-state.
economists. There is .also:a legacy from libefaliém, in the form of

unstated assumptions.

While this mixture involves contradictory positions which make
broad étrategic agreement difficult, it has‘not prohibited the type of
camﬁaign that- involved a fairly specific goél,_ such as saving vthe
Franklin Riﬁer. There is 1little pfetense of far-reaching, radical
achievements by these activists but this~sing1e issue focus does not
demonstrate an underlying accepténce of the status quo and of institﬁ—
‘tional forms as they currently exist. Instead it shows a realization
of the practical 1limits Qn widespread and rapid social change under

current conditions and with available resources.
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REPRESENTATION AND MIDDLE-CLASS RADICALISM

Many attempts to dismiss the. eﬁvironmental movemenp “on the
grounds that it represents a middle-class viewpoint, such as those
discussed in-Chapter 1, do so on normativevassumptions about represen-—
tativeness in politics. 1In a simplistic view of the rélé of environ-—
mental organizations in politics and social change, it may be noted
that it is "unlikely that pressure groups represent the full spectrum
of society’s environmental preferences." [Turﬁgr, 1979:281] But
~ representation cannot be reduced to the sharing of characteristics
such as age, education or social status, between leaders and puBlics.
Political representagives are almost by'definition, "niddle-class" or
"upper-class" because the political procéss is coﬁplex and competitive
and those without verbal, intellectual and educational ;kills are not
successfu; as representatives or leaders. The many>interest and pres-
sure group leaders that afe competing with environmentalists for
access to natural resources, will also be ."unreprésentative" in the

simplistic sense.

Returning to the second question posed at the beginning of this
study; do environmentalists and tﬁeir political views, which have been
described above, reveal a class iﬁterest or position? Environmental
activists were far more likgly than Fhe average Australian, to have
had middle-class family backgrounds, but to say that most of the group
had such backgrounds one would have to include fathers in working-
class occupétions but in supervisory roles, as middle-class. Other-
wise the group ‘was fairly evenly split between working-class and

middle-class family backgrounds. For many,.it could be said that they
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.have benefitted from somewhat higher than average standards of livingA
and status levels, in their youth. No doubt related to this was the
fa;t that most activists had tertiary educations, and had worked in
skilled or proféssiéhal occupations (notably.not in technical, produc-
tion oriented'fields*).- Their career paths probably allowed for
greater than average .occupational security, financial rewards and
prestige because of their qualifications but they were not careers
that followed predictable or lucrative paths through the established
industries or institutions. Neither were they "drpp—outs" and "deeply’
alierated" from the pluralistic political process [Shils, 1955}. This
is é game they Have learnt to piay well wiﬁhout eqdorsing it iéeologi%
cally. They were often upwardly mobile in variocus ways and often in
social éervice, public sector occupations and these careers demon-—
strate a consistent humanistic and anti-establishment position or
orientation which resembles those of other 'médefn sécial movement
activists [Fendrich, 19731. Many of the environmental activists in
this survey have moved away from standard middle-class careers in
Australia’s large cities (or_ in America and'Brftain) and chosen an

often frugal but quieter Tasmanian lifestyle to settle into.

For these reasons it would be difficult to characterize them as
unzmbiguously new-class. While being well educated in certain fields
and often working in the public sector, they did not generally have
occdpacional careers, other economic interests or establishec social
connections that might allow them to be described as new-class. Few

of them have occupational or career stakes in bureaucratic and cor-

* but instead often in Schnaiberg’s "impact sciences' [1980:278]."



6: Conclusions ‘ 121

porate solutions to environmental problems (or similarly with small-
business or free-market solutions). Their interest in government was
as recipients of the effects of policies and not as beneficiaries of

any particular bureaucratic structure.

The respondents’ views as expresséd in this survey were critical
of bureaucracy, political parties, the education system and Fhe given
order of social rewards and bpportunities as determined by merito-
cratic or elitist criteria. They did advocate more government control
and rational plaﬁning but at the same time much more responsive polit-
ical institutions and eduction to allowed-broad pﬁplic pérticipation
in the political system. Coﬁservétion activists would not seem to fit
Gouldnef's image of meritocratic socialists (see Chapter l). They are.
hardly outspoken in esgousing‘socialist policies and rhetoric as _such
and they are often openly critical of govérnment departments invclved
'in natural resource manzgment, almost on brinciple. The emphasis  on
rationalism that one would expect froﬁ.the progreésive social planner
seems tempéred by the importance of emotiona1 appeals concerning the'
value of the non-human wérld. These appeéls are no doubt genuine and
- deeply felt because of most activists’ pe;sonal interest in nature and'

outdoor recreation.

Some evidence of their being at variénce with a meritocratic and
- bureaucratic new-class ideology is the institutional source and ideo-
logical tone of their critics. It is worth speculating here that the
anarchic aspect of organizational voluntarism upsets a conservative
"instinct" for orderly careers and predictable promotion. These

critics may find the most unpalatable aspect of environmental protest
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the fact that it is substantially voluntary and allows_for the politi-
cal success of individual and collective efforts which seem to bypass
the meritocfatic critieria for acceptance'into the established profes-
sions which are related to government, administratiop and businesss
for example the occupationé of engineer, investor or high level public
servant or acaaemic. In other words environmental activists (like

most political radicals) threaten the monopoly structures of creden-

tialism [Collins, 1979].

Activists in fhis survey are not transparently new-class but
Buttel’s characterization of enQironmentalism as ideologically typical
of a non—-corporate middle-class does not 'seém adequate for them
either. Their parental and own careers were not predominantly in the
small—business.sector and while their views on_a.betper economic. sys-—..
teﬁv often included lanr‘intensive, decentralized cottage industries

"there was no special emphasis placed on these.

In summary. then, the class position most identifiable with this
group of social movement leaders would be that of the new-class but.
not straightforwardly. They would seem to represent the- anti-
institutional or revolutionary aspect of the contradictory ne&-ciass
as described by Gouldner ([1979], uand not its conservative face,
defending meritocratic bureaucracies. The struggle over envifonmental
issues can be seen in this light as a struggle between these factions
of'vthe new-class. On the one hand are theﬁestablished corporate
interests, depending on resource extraction to génerate economic
growth and ﬁhus maintain political legitimacy. On the other hand

there "are the equally well educated critics of this whole process,
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using the destruction of the natural environment as a rallying point -
for limited but effective Eloﬁs against this "production ‘treadmill”
[Schnaiberg, 1980]. For the reasong outlinea here, environmental
activists appear well placed to effectively represent _the “grass
roots"v of the Australian public, mnot just in the fight to prevent
environmental degradation but‘also to improve the }accOuntabilify - of
governmehts,_ responsibility of the- private éector and the active

involvement of citizens in civil society and the political system.

THE FRANKLIN RIVERVCAMPAIGNi

To cénélude this survey, consideration of thevparticular case- of -
the .Fianklin River - campaign may indicate aéfiviéts"viéws-at work,..
showing the characteristics of a "do@n té earth" New Left. Its suc~"
cess can be attributed in part to the adoption Qf ieft—wing.political‘
strategies, hamelybthe use of direct action together with . a §tronglyi'
rationalist, public justification of thé need for it. But there was:
aﬁ underljing emotional force beneath this-rationaliSm giving it sub-
jective relevance, gﬁat is, the beauty of natural areas. The campaign . -
‘was not based on either sponteneism or "working within ‘the system".
It sought, like much céﬁtempbrary political protest, to éteer the dif-
ficult course between utopian 6r populist mass sponteneity and the

meek acceptance of "the rules of the game".
In 1972 a "political profile of student eco-activists" in America

[Dunlap & Gale, 1972] described what the authors saw as a key dilemma



6: Conclusions 124

for ;ﬁis group. They needed to adop; more militant tactics of protest
to realize their aims'buf at the same time felt that they had to avoid
being labelled as "radicéls" so as to  mot alienate‘ support from
middle—America. Perhaps as a result of a decade of experience, -
environmental activism in Tasmania in 1982 has not found this to be an .
unfeconcilable dichotomy of strategies. The Franklin River issue
demonstrated the succes;ful escalation to direct action tac;ics aléng
with w?despread support from the Australian population (including mid-
dle and conservative Australia). This perhaps does something to
undermine the conservative assumption that middle—Australia basically
val#es and.respects the formal polifical system. And yet even.in this.
historical environmenﬁal protest, despite much acrimony, jailings, the
océasional serious assults and death threats, it remained oyerall Cat

the level of what might Se called polite politics.

Perhaps related to these points on the successes of the comnserva-
tion movement in Tasmania has been the role played by_activists with;
wider poiitical experience and gemeral perspectives,than the parochial
Tasmanian establishment which the movement set itself against. Two of
vthg dominant paftners of this establishment were the staﬁe Labor party
and union movement. The political culture backdrop that this island
region of Australia provided to the "Dams Dispute"” could be elaborated
in tefﬁs of political'passiVity. Tasmania as a ;mendicant state'" can
be seen as exemplifying thé Australian tendency of low levels of pol-
itical participation and perceived political efficacy of non-state

activities [Craney, 1980:432]. At the same +time the size of the

region and its population allowed'relatively.easy political access for
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lobbyists. But this does. not explain why the entrenched establish-
ment, historically dominated by a conservative, populist labor move-
ment and external capital [Wilde, 1980] could not ward off defeat on

. this important economic controversy?

The answer to this perhaps 1lies 'in its 1ignorance of social
changes, within and from outside. The main Tasmanian South West con-
servation effort of organization and politicizing, began 1in earnest
with the Tasmanian Consefvation Trust in 1968 and had its roots in
bushwalking clubs andv several other .conservation issués [Schekel,.
1968]. The leadership of this series.of campaigns; both.thé.longer
serving and the newly involved, have come with,or'learnt and adapted a
series of critical concepfs and explications of what contemporary Aus-
tralian society is and how it should bé~changed. The mot ivations for
the often considerable self-sacrifice that ﬁhis hés demanded took
various -forms, from a broad notion of enlightened. self-interest to
serious doubts about the moral implications of doing nothing while

destruction runs rampant.

The diversity of positions and contributions to this effort have -
been sketched in this survey. It is clear that the populist approach
of publicising environmental issues is essential to success but it
does mnot exclude the roles of rational- argﬁment and scientific
research, which are equally important. Thé'unifying factors that have
co-ordinéted all this were probably the mostbunpredictable and politi-
cally interesting. The particular approach Sy the Tasmanian'.Wilder—
ness Society director, Dr. Bob Brown as a popular, identifiable figure

was clearly important and more specifically his constant and scrupu-
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lous habiﬁ of taking the ethical lead by counselling tolerance and
" constructive activism, in the face of a couﬁter—campéign: that relied
on " fear of the dark". Another identifiable factor was his ability
to hint at the links between the Franklin campaign and broader politi-
cal issues, without turning it into a catchall for disparate‘discon—f'
tent. Fof example.wiiaerness conservatién implied a lot 'more than
recreatioh, such as thirdb world poverty,rthe juggernaut of capital
intensive econcmic development, democraﬁic land—use plamning, the»
rights of non-human life and unborn generations and,the prdtéction of
science from thé loss of its' biological raw mﬁterial Jin nafural
ecosystems. These links Qere vital in escélating the campéign from a

local issue which was in daﬁger of being trivialiéed by the media -and

opponents.* L o . B

The other unifying factor pertinent to this specific conservation
campaign and environmentalism generally, is .the role of nature or.
" wilderness as at one and the saﬁe time global; abStréct symbol . and
concrete, accessible material reality. The importance 6f wilderness.
to environmental politics lies in.its symbolic power. and .scope. The
‘essence of this symbol is obviously not that environmental destructiéh
creates immediate>hardship or social exploitation. It  lies in the
meaning that the natural environment (as exemplified in wilderness)

has, or could have, for a conception of the social totality: a cul-

* Underlying, broad perspectives of others as well, were amply demon-
strated by placards and banners seen during the South West blockade:
e.g. a slogan similar to the 1968 "Consume, be silent and die" from
the walls of the Sorbonne; others were "Think Globally, Act Locally"
(evident also in the successful Terania Creek.campaign in N.5..W.) and
the 19th century "In Wilderness is the Preservation of the World" from
- Thoreau [TWS, 1983].
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tural focus or self-image for Western, ''developed" societies. Wilder-

ness stands as a signifier, over and against society or civilization

(as exemplified by urban life). It is both the material reality and.

symbol which most represent the opposite of society as such, and hence
determination by social forces (language, exchange etc.) of human

being. It represents an existential paradigm - human "being-in-the-

~world" does not only mean being constrained by a particular social

determination of being but includes the possibility of being-—in-
nature. Involvement with nature,.to the extentjthat this is the non-

human, - non-social world suggests the possibility of other than total

social determination of being..'Social pressure (from cultural norms), .. -

is what wilderness allows escape from. As a momentary real escape, or

a symbolic esacpe, it challenges the apparent permanence of the status

quo in politics and culture: it signifies an "anti-structure" [Turkle,

1975]. Thoreau’s notion of inalienable rights of *agcess to -wilder—'

ness, seemingly typical of American liberalism, becomes more and more
attractive as a political goal with broad symbolic +power. It . seems

possible that a radical politics, both in the intellectual and in the

extremist sense, will continue to develop around this symbol the more.

that wurban pressureé~ reduce quality of life and thé more that the
underlying rationale of capitalism is challengéd; This may occﬁr‘ for
the majority of city dwellers if fiscal crises, unémployment and
recession put uncontfollable stréss on the abiiity of governments and
the private sector to provide welfare relief,,collective'éopds and

legitimization for their activities.

The role of symbols and "myth" in political ideologies is clearly
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important and the broad implications of "Nature" as a political symbol
~portend a future wheré greater use is made of the deep significance
that it has for most cultures. But at the same time and és apparent
from this survey, there is a lot of room for more inclusive, detailed,
critical theory to be 1linked with the specifié activisﬁ around
environmental issues. This link seems to provide the best possibili-
ties for the political development of broad left-of-centre coalitions

such as radical .environmentalism.
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GUESTIONNAIRE

=

- 1 Would vyou name up to & people who YOU consider have
been the most EFFECTIVE in the environmental movement, in
Tasmania®?

- 2— What organizations are you ACTIVE in (i.e. regularly
committing your time) - such as environmental or voluntary
organizations, political parties, charity groups or trade
unions? fFlease list these, as well as the vear
joined, approximate hours per WEEK spent and any posztlons of
office that yDu nold b} '

L—— 3= Have you been ACTIVE in the past., in groups such as
environmental or voluntary organizations, political parties,
.charity groups or trade unions? [Piesase list these by
tvpe only if too difficullt to recall by name. Also the year
joined, duration of involvement and any position of office
held. 1

- f—= Think of those who vou would call your 3 closest
kfrlends (1nc1ud1nq yvour spouse, if applicable): - are they
.involved AT ALL in any political or environmentalist

" organizations or issues? : T fWrite YES or NO — if YES,
describe the organizations and/or 1nvolvement 1

p— G—— . Think of vour 3 closest friends at the time when vyou
JOINED vour FIRST environmentalist or polltlcal organization.
Were they involved AT ALL in any similar organizations or
issues, at that time?

- &— Were any members of your immediate family (parents,
csisters, brothers) involved in political or environmentalist
concerns at THAT time? ElIf so, describe these briefly.l
- 7 What were your parents?® Dccupations and tﬁeir highest

level of education;-when you were 14 years old?

—~ 8—  Where were your parents born?
- G When and where kere yvou born?

——10— bid vou spend most of your childhood in rural or
urban areas?

——11f¥. What secondaryvy school {(s) did you attend?
—12—- Have you had any post—-secondary education?

[Flease include details of courses that you discontinued or
are currently undertaking.?3
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e Would vou nmame the books and/or authors that vou
personally, have found to be the most helpful in understanding
environmental and social problems?.

——14—— ' What was vour +first occupation {(i.e. main full—-time
job) atter yvou iett school? tFPlease name emplover, jocb
and location.d - : ‘ :

——15-—  What was vour most recent full—-time occupation {not
including current work in environmental organizatons)?

——16— How long have vou lived in Tasmania?
——317— Do vou RENT or OWN the house that vou live in (or
NIETHER ot these}? o

I+ an owner, do you have a mortgage?

—18—— . What 1= vour marital status?
——1%—— Do you have any children {how manvy}?
——20—— Da vou presently belong to any religious, cultural,

sport or hobby groups or clubs?
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ECheck past jobs. 3
LCheck parents occupations.
Do vou own any property?

Do vou often go bushwalking or canceing -
for .a full day? , '
When did vyou camp out last in the bush?

Roughly what proportion of Australians do you think,
place a high value on wilderness?

Wnat do you see as the most significant problem
facing humanity?

Do vou think it likely that this problem will be
solved? o

What i1s the main problem fAustralia faces?

Do you think it likely that this will be solved?

What is the most important change that has to be
made in Australian society before the major
environmental problems {(mentioned above) could be
solved 7 ' ’ '

Do vou think Australia®s present political
institutions are adeguate for solving the major
environmental problems that we face?

How should they be changed? '

Do vou think Australia needs more economic growth?

Do you think both economic growth and adeguate
protection of the environment can be achieved in
Tasmania?

How — what sort of growth?

It is sometimes claimed that having too many laws
to protect the environment tends to reduce
economic growth, increase unemployment and
disadvantage- the poorer groups in society -~ what
do vou think about this claim?’

Do you think there Should be more equality in

Australia?
IF YES
How shoald such changes in equality be brought
- about, in Australia®?
What do vou think is the main source of power that:
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influences Tasmania — who {or what group) has the
most power in the medium term, say within a
generation? ’
I+ the recent referencdum had included a no-—-dams
option and most pecple voted for the dam. would
you have felt bound by that majority decision?
Why? :

From vour experience what do you feel is the best
way of improving env. awareness and policy making
in Tasmania®? '

What have you found are the main problems with
getting this ...... to work effectively {(name main
strategy:?

How do you think environmentalists come accross -
to the public, what i1s their public image like in
Tasmania®? , :

Do you think the public will become more interested
in environmental issues?

Why?

Do vou eupect strategies of environmentalists to
change much in the {future?

IF YES How? _

Do yvou think the effectivness of environmental
organizations that vou’ve had e;perzen:e with,
could be improved? '

IF YES — What aspects

What particular activities or work do you spend
most of your time on that is directly concerned
with environmental issues? ‘

The first environmental org that yvou joined was
the ...... Why did vou join it, what was the
main thing that influenced you at that time 7

Who did vou vote for in the last federal election?

Who did you vote for in the last state elect:on
in Tasmania?

-Have you always voted this way?

IF NOT — How has this changed?

How would you describe yourself in terms of your
political position, eg. left-right,
‘conservative-radical etc.?

Has this position changed?

‘How?
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Books, journals, magazines and newspapers cited by activists

in response to questionnaire item # 13 (Appendix 1).

No. -
Cit-
ing Author. N Title (and times cited)
6 Club Of Rome Limits To Growth (6)
Mankind At The Turning Point
5 Carson, Rachel Silent Spring
5 Ehrlich, Paul The Population Bomb
Ehrlich & Harriman How To Be A Survivor
Ehrlich, A. & P. Population Resources & Growth
5 Schumacher, E.F. Small is Beautiful
5 Toffler, A. Future Shock
4  Illich, Ivan Energy and Equity (3)
Deschooling Society (2)
Celebration of Awareness
Tools Of Conviviality
3 Gee, Helen (Ed.) The -South West Book
3 Thoreau, Henry ‘Walden Pond
2 Angus, Max = —~ ~ The World Of Olegas Truchanus
2  Attenborough, David Life On Earth
2 'Bell & Sanders A Time To Care
2 the Bible
2 Commoner, Barry - The Poverty of Power
2 Herbert, Xavier Poor Fellow My Country
2 Hesse, Herman
- 2 Russell, Bertrand_. .. .Why I Am_Not A Christian.
) History Of Western Philosophy
2 - Stienbeck, John - -- - The Grapes Of Wrath
The Sea of Cortez
2 Thompson, Peter ° Power In Tasmania
1 Abbey, Ed The Brave Cowboy
The Monkey Wrench Gang
1 Ardrey, Robert The Territorial Imperative
— I , The Social Contract _ -
1 Aust . Conservation The Peddar Papers

Foundation Lake Peddar - Why A National




Books, jougnals, magazines and newspapers cited by activisys
in resppnse to questionnaire item # 13 (Appendix 1).

APPENDIX 2

INFIJENTIAL LITERATURE

No.
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ing Author Title (and time
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‘ : Deschooling Society (3)
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Tools Of/Conviviality (2)
7 Club Of Rome o Growth
ankid At The Turning Point
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"5  Gee, Helen(Ed.) The Soynth West Book
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5 Toffler, A. Future Shock

4 Thoreau, H. Walden Po

3 Bell & Sanders A Time To re

3 Thompson, Pete nia

2  Angus, Max " The World Of Qlegas Truchanus

2 Attenborougll, David Life On Earth

2 Hardin, Gayret Exploring New Etdhics For

' Survival
Tragedy of the Co

2

2

2

2 , Permaculture

2 Rudsell, Bertrand Why I Am Not A Christian

. History Of Western Philos

2 tienbeck, John The Grapes Of Wrath

1

Abbey, Ed The Brave Cowboy

» The Monkey Wrench Gang
Ardrey, R. . The Territorial Imperative
-The Social Contract
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1 Baker, J.A. The Peregrine
1 Barnet & Muller Global Reach: The Power of
Multinational Corporations
Barnet, Richard Intervention And Revolution
1 Biographies Nehru, Kennedy, Mao, Tito,
Coo : : Lenin, Mugabe, Whitlam,
Cairns, Nader
1 Birch, Charles Confronting The Future
1 Brower, David
1 Brown, Dee Bury My Heart At
- Wounded Knee
1 Butler, Harry
1  Caldicott, Helen
1 Castenada, Carlos
1 Clarke, Robin (Ed.) Notes For The Future
1 Collis " The Worm Forgives The
) Plough
1 Connolley The Fight For The Franklin
1 Daly, Herman Towards A Stationary
State Economy
1 Dombrovskis & Miller Quiet land
1 Dubois, R.
1 Durell, Gerald The Overloaded Ark
1  Eckholn Losing Ground
1 Engels, F. Anti-Duhring
1 Falleci, Oriana A Man
1 Fener, P.S. History Of The American
Iabor Movement
1 Fitzgerald, C.P. Communist China
1 Forrester, Jay Counterintuitive Behaviour
: of Social Systems
1 Fromm, Erich Fear Of Freedom
' To Have Or To Be
1 Gibran, K. The Prophet
1 . Hardin,_Garret -.. — Exploring New Ethics For.__.
’ Survival
Tragedy of the Commons
1 Hardy, Frank
1 Hawes, Martin Above Me Only Sky
1 Henning, D. Environmental Policy and
Administration _
1 Hughes, Stuart ... Consciousness And Society
1-—Hunter; Robert—-—— Warriors-0Of-The—Ralnbow  — -
1 Huxley, Aldous Brave New World ]
1 I.D.A. The Mappoon Books
1 _ Jay, Peter . _The Crisis Of Western
Political Economy
1 Jones, Barry Sleepers Wake
1 Kirkpatrick, J. Tasmanian Conservation
Trust Studies
1 Lamb, Robert World Without Trees
1 lenin, V.I. Theory Of The State
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The Peddar Papers
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Intervention And Revolution
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leopold, A.
Lorenz, Konrad
Marcetti, Victor
Marcuse, Herbert
Marx, Karl

McPhee, John

McQueen, Humphrey
Mollison, Bill
Morris, Desmond
Muir, John
Nader, Ralph
Nash, R.

O’Reilly
0’Riordan, T.
Orwell, George

~ Paton, Alan

Robertson, James
Roszak, Theodore
Routley, R. & V.
Stretton, H.

Stuart, Donald
Stuart, George R.

Tolkien, J.R.
Uris, Leon

- UTG (United Tasmania Group)

Wheelwright, Ted

Wood, "Donald
Wright-Mills, C.
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Imperialism The Highest
Stage of Capitalism
Left Wing Communism An
Infantile Disorder
Philosophical Notebook )
What Is To Be Done?
Sand County Almanac
On Aggression
CIA and the Cult of Intelligence.
One Dimensional Man
Capital
Theses On Feurbach
Encounters With The
Arch Druid

Permaculture
The Naked Ape

The Menace Of Atomic Energy

Wilderness And The
American Mind

Green Mountain

Environmentalism

1984

Cry The Beloved Country

The Sane Alternative

Where The Wasteland Ends

The Fight For The Forests

Capitalism, Socialism &
The Environment

_Storm (Five Days Of The City,

Not So Rich As You Think)
Lord Of The Rings
Trinity
Manifesto
Capitalism, Socialism

Or Barbarism
Predicament Of Mankind

-~ The Life 0f Steve Biko ~ — -~ - -

The Power Elite

ioufnalé, Newspépéfs and ﬁégazines

Habitat (Aust. Conservation Foundation) -

Chain Reaction

The Ecologist
Ecos

Sierra Club Journal

The New Internationalist
Blueprint For Survival
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Lleft Wing Communism An
Infantile Disorder
Philosophical Notebook

What Is To Be Done?

leopold, A. Sand County Almanac
Lorenz , Konrad On Aggression
Marcuse, Herbert One Dimensional Man
Marx, Karl Capital
: . Theses On Feurbach
McPhee, John Encounters With The
o Arch Druid
Morris, Desmond The Naked Ape
uir, John
eder, Ralph The Menace Of Atomic ergy
Naxh, R. ' Wilderness And The
American Mind
0‘Rellly ' Green Mountain
. 0’Riondan, T. Environmental isp
Orwell )\ George 1984
"Paton, Alan Cry The Beloyed Country
Robertson\ James The Safe Alfernative.
Roszak, Thkgodore Where The/Wasteland Ends
Routley, R.\& V. . The Fighf For The Forests
Stretton, H. ' Capita)Yism, Socialism &
The/Environment
Stuart, Donald Socjal Issues .
Stuart, George \R. Stgrm (Five Days Of The
You Think)
‘Tolkien, J.R. /Lord Of The Rings
Uris, Leon Trinity
United Ta
Wheelwright, Ted Capitalism, Socialism

Or Barbarism

Predicament Of Mankind

Wood, Donald The Life Of Steve Biko
Wright-Mil1l4, C. - The\Power Elite

Joyrnals and Magazines

Habitat (Aust. Conservation Fdyndation)
Chain Reaction

The Ecologist

Ecos :

Sierra Club Journal

The New Intermationalist
Blueprint For Survival
Clear Creek (U.S.)
Development News Digest
Grassroots

Nation Review

Nature
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‘1 - Clear Creek (U.S.) - - -
1 Development News Digest i
1 Grassroots
1-  Nation_ Rev1ew = e '
D! ~ Nature - - .- - T T e
o1 - _New Scientist i _ _ N n . _
177 Organic Gardening & Farming i
1 Science
1 Tasmanian Tramp (Hobart Walking Club)
1 The Australian
1 The National Times
1 Via .
1 Wilderness Journal
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