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INTRODUCTION 

Fogarty in his hi s tory of  Catho l i c  Education in Aus tra makes 

c er tain bas i c  assumptions. In the first  p lace he equa t e s  the 

d e c l ine of the denomination a l s y s t em of educat ion and the c on s e quent 

emergence of the nationa l and s ec u lari s ed s ys t em o f  today, with 

increas ing libera li sm d uring the s e c ond ha l f  of the 19th century 

and its  Catho li c react i on .  Thi s may liave been s o  on the 

Aus tra lian main land co loni e s , but its impact as  far as Tasmania 

was concerned was prac tica l ly neg ligib le. As a direc t response  

t o  this  id eo logy, Fogar ty imp li e s  that the sys tem o f  Cath o lic 

education was a spontaneous rather than a de liberately p lanned 

occurrence. In a ll c o loni e s  the s ame p rincip les and intere s t s  

were involved , making the s ame forces operat ive. 

The va lidity  of thes e fac tors in r e lati on to Tasmani a  mus t  

b e  mod i fi ed t o  a cons iderab l e  exten t .  Here obs tac les t o  the 

e s tab li shment and imp lemen t a t i on o f  the Hierarchy ' s  decree s , wh:i. le  

probab ly more readi ly  apparent ,  were pos sibly greater. Van 

D:i.emen ' s  Land was one o f  the ear l i e s t  of the c o lonies t o  b e  

s et t led . Cons equent ly no mat t e r  how primi tive , the foundations 

of  i ts educat ional s ys t em were laid during i t ' s  convict e ra .  As 

we l l  the s e  pena l origins were to have a marked bearing on the 

impac t  and primary purp o s e  o f  educat ion .  

The ear ly view of  gove rnmen t instruction was not an a l trui s tic 
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one .  Self improvemen t o r  in te l lectual achievement was not  va lued 

as  such. Rather i t  was a uti li ty imposed wi th one of  two aims 

Education as a means of mora l and spiri tua l reform 

(to  comp ly with pena l author i t i es ) ,  or as a s erviceab l e  con@odi ty 

t o  fac i l i tate  the governrnent's admini s trat ion were the goal s  o f  

the early governors .  

The s econd ma jor  differen t i a t i on between Van Di emen ' s  Land 
1 and the other Aus tra lian co l onies  (excluding New South Wa les ) ,  was 

the actua l  components o f  s o c i e ty. The cultural features inherent 

wi thin the Tasmanian p opulat i on were large ly derived from c onvi c t  

ass ociation .  Here the numbe r  o f  free s e t t lers , or  t h e  incentives 

o ffered to  free s e t t lers, were not  a s  great as  tho s e  of the 

main land co loni es . Cons e quen t ly the popu lat i on was large ly 

composed of convic t s  (or ho lders of  t icke t s  of  leave)  a long w i th 

firs t generation Aus t ra l ian s. Und oubt ed ly thi s c lo s e  a s s ocia t i on 

wi th , and abhorrence t o ,  autho r i ty wou ld inf luence a large 

p ercentage of the popu l at ion . Predominant ly Irish and wi th low 

s cho las t i c  attainmen t ,  the Catho lic s  of Tasmania were un like ly to  

view education through r o s e  t in t ed g lasses. An u l t e rior  mot ive 

was needed be fore they c ou ld be aroused from their in te l l ec t ua l  

apathy t o  take any inte re s t ,  o r  act ive participation , i n  educat i ona l 

advancement . 

1 In N.s.w. this was t o  a more limi t ed extent than in V . D.L. 
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During the 1850's thi s  ind i fference was further emphas ized 

by the departure of the more  enterp r i s ing members of s ociety  t o  

try thei r luck on the Victorian g o ld fi e ld s . Thi s had an added 

effect on the educati onal  d eve l opment of the co lony by depriv ing 

it of teachers and prospective members of this profess i on .  As 

we l l  the decreas e  in the t eaching s a lary, due to inf la t i on 

(brought about by the impact o f  g o ld on the Austra lian economy) , 

was not ind ucive t o  the we l l  qua l i f i ed to  commence or cont inue 

wi th thi s  sphere of emp loymen t . Thi s a t  a t ime when the p opulat i on 

tended t o  comprise  o f  s choo l age chi ldren rather than young adu lt s . 

Superimposed upon thi s  s i t ua t i on was the third ma j o r  

d i fferentiation between Tasmania and the other Aus t ra lian c o lonies;  

name ly the ear li er d eve lopment of  a large number o f  i s o lated and 

s cat tered s e t t lements.  During the  las t d ecade of the  1 9 th c entury, 

with the birth of  boom mining towns along the North Wes t and Wes t  

coas t this p rob lem was further increased . Consequent ly a t  an 

early date educationa l autho r i t i e s  had an additiona l d i fficu l ty 

in dealing wi th the large numbers o f  chi ldren who resided in such 

areas . 

Broad ly then thes e  were features unique to  the Tasmanian 

scen e .  Prob lems which n o  d oub t lead to a spontaneous rather than 

a de liberate ly p lanned evo lvement o f  the Tasmanian educa tiona l 

system.  The coincidence of  phas e s , i s  in the light of  this ,  more 

accidenta l than Fogart y. a s s umes . There is a far greater 

divergence on the part of re l i g i ous react i on in Tasmania than this  
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author admits. 

Despite  the format i on of a uni t ed Catho lic  voice on 

educationa l i s sues a f t e r  186 9 ,  Tasmania s tands s omewhat a lone in 

i t ' s  response .  The Bi s hops , because o f  their p recarious pos i t i on 

wi th an apath e t i c  lai t y ,  were far mor e  ready t o  compromis e  than 

their counterpar t s  in o ther Aus t ra lian s tates. In Tasmania 

there was no Vaughan or  Moran - here ins tead Wi l ls on and Murphy 

were responsi b l e  for the guidance of the i r  f l ock during the years 

of educationa l crises . Des p i t e  the more mi li tant s t and taken 

by the latter in Tasman i a ,  Murphy was s ti l l  ready t o  mod i fy his  

demand s . Thus the per i od surrounding not on ly the educat ion 

acts of the s ixties , � a l s o  those of  the eighties , mus t  be 

s een as years  of  compromis e  rather than react i on on the part o f  

Catho li cs. 

Here , a lthough Rome had the upper hand , c lerical  hos t i lity  

towards the g overnment was  not s o  man i fe s t. Desp i t e  the at tenti on 

focused by the press  (bo th s ecular and re ligi ous ) upon the 

New South Wa les and S outh Aus tra lian deve lopments, the apathy o f  

the maj ori ty o f  the populat i on was s tl l l  apparen t .  Under s tandab ly 

there were l e t ters t o  the pres s ,  but reac t i on or  mi li tance is hard 

to arouse when one or two authors are camouf laged by the same o ld 

p s eudonym; when crit i c i sm rather than sugges ted re form d ominates. 

Although superfi c i a l ly the pat tern of  Tasmanian Educationa l 

Reform and Catho lic  resp onse t o  thi s  fi t s  broad ly into the s tages 
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dcfi ned by Fogarty , i t  was no t because of the Tasmanian Catho lic 

clergy or laity ' s  react i on .  Rather it  was the s tand taken by 

governmenta l autho r i t i e s ,  which brought about thi s d eve lopmen t . 

The reasons then are n o t  as  c lear cut as  Fogarthy s ugge s t s . 

The course \vas not a s  abrupt ly changed by the 1869 Provincial 

Counci l and i ts d ec rees as  he b e lieves. Nei ther did thes e 

inva lidate the Educat i on Act of 186 8 .  In thi s  s ta t e  the impact  

and effect  of liberalism was fe l t  to  a lesse r  d egree . The 

Catho lic  reac tion was more s low.  In thi s  respect , if not 

chrono logy, Tasmania d i ffer ed from the other Austra lian s tates . 

It i s  thes e  fac t o r s  whi ch d ominate the Catho lic  Res pons e  to  

the Educationa l C r i s e s  and Governmenta l action between 1850 - 1900 . 



PRE- 1850 :FOUNDATIONS 

As 'has a lready been imp l i ed , Catholic response to the Educat ional 

d i f ficulties confronting  the s tate  in the lat ter ha lf of the 

19t h  c entury, were deep ly emb edded in i t s  pas t. The Catho lic 

impact on the Tasmanian s c ene commences in 1821 wi th the arrival 

of Father Phi l ip Cono l ly . His s o le juri sdiction las t ed unt i l 

1835. During thi s t ime h e  was responsi b l e  for the we lfare of 
' 

the whole Catho lic p opu la t ion . The maj ority of h i s  brethren 

were e i ther convic t s  or those recently re leased from bondage . 

Consequent ly ,  at  thi s  s tage two d i s tinctive ly d ifferent c lasses  

of Catho lics  were app a ren t .  Tho s e  transpor t ed for a fe lony, 

who if origina l ly gui d ed by  their fai th,  would , under the 

influence of fe l low p r i s oners , be far les s like ly to adhere t o  

i t s  t enets .  I�ck of opportun i ty to  p rac t is e  Cath o l i c  doctrines 

had p roduced indifference and mora l laxity.  The other c la s s  of 

Catholic  was comp o s ed of free s e t t lers , anxious t o  make g ood , and 

un like ly to  adhere t o  any vi ews  whi ch would b ring them into 

c onflict with the authori t i e s . As we l l  this clas s was widely 

s cattered over spar s e ly s e t t led areas , making contact with their 

re ligious superior we ll nigh imp o s sible. Thi s  s i tuat ion �:.vas 

respons ible  for thei r  apathy t owards re ligi on ,  both in decrees 

from Rome and the i n s truc t i on of their chi ldren . On thes e  

foundations a sys tem o f  Ca tho l�c education had t o  b e  bui lt. 

An added diff i c ulty p resented itself . Educat i on a t  thi s  

6 
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stage clear ly d i f ferentiated be tween the need s of  c la s s es wi thin 

society. A c las s i c a l  educa t ion was deemed a nece s s ity  for the 

"upper s t rata", whi l e  the purp o s e  of ins truction in the case o f  

tho s e  be longing to  the lower category was primari ly motivat ed by 

mora l or economic nece s s i ty.  As we l l  of  cours e ,  was the p rob lem 

of finding sui tab ly qua l i fi ed t eachers in both s pheres. Thu s  

a t  the outse t ,  the needs and at t itudes o f  Cathol ics,  wi th any 

pretens ions in s ocie t y ,  d i ffered from the i r  more humb le brethren . 
' 

In view of  thi s their voi ce on educationa l mat ters was d ivided . 

Was i t  any wonder  that wi thin Van Diemen ' s  Land nei ther the. 

g overnment nor re ligi ous bod i e s  paid even s cant at tention to the 

d eve lopment of  educat i ona l faci li ties  wi thin thi s ,  the l eas t 

d es i rab le of  a l l  co lonies? 

E l ementary educat i on then was apt t o  fa l l  into the hand s of 

pers ons i l l  qua l i fied for the ir  duties , lacking e i ther the 

educat i on or  charac ter  (in many cases both) t o  adequa t e ly fulfi l 

thei r  ob ligations . Governor Arthur , aware that the "more genera l 

di f fusion o f  knowled ge and the p owerfu l operation of  re ligion , 11
2 

wou ld a id the reformat ive nature of  the co lony, d id not ob ject  t o  

re ligi ous bod ies es t ab li shing s choo ls . It  was during h i s  admini s -

t ra t i on that the firs t Cath o l i c  s choo l cotmnenced ins t ruc tion with 

"a prisoner of the c r own" as teacher. Bu t thi s schoo l, like i t s  

2 
A . G . Aus tin ,  Aus tra lian Educa tion 1788-1900, Me lb. , 196 1 ,  p . 6 7 .  



early successors was d es t ined to meet wi th li t t le success , 

a lthough the teacher h e ld his pos t for s even years . In 1832  he 

was rep laced by an Irish immigrant Phi lip O 'Meara . A reques t 

made of the governor , to have this teacher p laced on the same 

leve l as his Protes tant counterpar ts within the communi ty was 

successful . Although i t  is unl i ke ly that the p romised £50 

s alary eventuated , as O 'Meara ' s  d epar ture for Wes tbury was ann­

ounced short ly aft erwards. 

These foundations cou ld not as yet support the s t ructure. 

At  this time Cathol ics in Tasmani a  d id not d emand the i r  own 

s chools . The arriva l of Bishop Folding in 1835 , wi th spiritual 

jurisdiction over the who le of Aus t ra li a ,  may have invigorated 

some Aus tra lians in the practise of their fai th .  But this event 

a lso coincided with the rea lization by Arthur of a need to remove 

the convict taint from the rising generation .  Consequen t ly ,  a 

fur ther attempt to es tab l ish a s choo l wi thin Hobart was encoura'ged. 

Mr . Kenny was appointed as teacher  and a room in Roxborough House 

taken over for this p urpos e .  D espi t e  Arthur ' s  vi ews , the government 

showed no des i re to participate financi a l ly in s uch act ivit i es . 

Hence the s a lary app l i ca tion was refused .  Once more Tasmanian 

Catho lics had been unsucc essfu l  in their attempts to es tab lish a 

s choo l. 

During the lat e  thi rti es a more determined s t and was taken 

to gain government aid , when Father J. J. Therry app lied to 

es tab lish s chools a t  Launces ton ,  Hobart and Richmond. At fi rs t ,  
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fn vie\·? of the prevai ling s ituation , Fa ther Therry had recommended 

that Catho lic parents s end their child ren to s cho o l s  conducted 

unc!er the Franklin Board . However ,  on finding tha t regulations 

regarding Catho lic exemp tion from Bible Reading were not being 

adh ered t o ,  he took this more mi litant ac tion in es tab lishing 

his own schoo ls . This Catho lic reacti.on likewise met wi. th g overn-. 

ment disapprova l .  Between 1839 -42 more forceful ac tion was 

taken by Father But ler at Richmond. ' 

A fruit less petition , demanding that Catholics be exc luded 

from re ligious les sons given by Pro tes tant c lergy or teachers ,  

forced his hand . Twen ty child ren were withdrawn from �the s choo l  

a t  Richmond3 and re-es tab lished in the new ly formed Catho lic s choo l. 

the firs t evidence o f  a ctua l  support in the educati ona l s phere by 

parishioners . Encouraged with this succes s ,  and in res p onse t o  

the needs of  the time , h e es tab lished two further s choo ls in 

Hobart , and encouraged the c ommencement o f  what was to be S t .  
4 Joseph's School  in Mac quarie S t reet . 

Such was the s ituation when the see of  Hobart was es tab lished 

and Bishop Wi l ls on was made responsib le for we l fare o f  Catho lics 

within the co lony. Given a leader , these peop le were a ls o  given 

a united voice . Catho lic ac tion as sumed a g rea ter p rominence 

----------------------------------------------------------------

3Richmond at this period had a p redominan tly Catholic popu lation . 
4 P . F .  Moran, o f  the Cath o l i.c Church in Aus t ra Sydney 
p .  255. 
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vL th:f.n the community. Their opinions were modified and 

channe lled in a defini te direction , dis tinct from that p revious ly 

apparent. At the s a me time the Ang lican community  was far from 

inac tive . Considerab le criticism was level led by them , again s t  the 

p r�vai ling educationa l  sys tem . A careful ly documented pamph let, 

charging the: Franklin Board with incompetence was is s ued by Lock. 5 

In response to  this, and Downing S treet ' s  demand for a c ommi s sion 

o f  enquiry, Dennis on permit ted the es tab lishment o f  denominational 

s chools in 184 7 .  These were p laced under a board res p onsib le for 

the genera l adminis tration and ins pection of  a l l  s choo ls. 

A new era in educationa l reform was ushered in . The mid-

century s aw a d ramatic  change on the part o f  government p o licy,  

and a more positive reaction on the part o f  the c lergy. This 

reaction from the Catho lic viewpoint s ti l l  tended more to compromise 

than militance. 

5 "An Ac count of  the In troduction and Effect s  of  the Sys tem of 
General Re ligious Ed ucation Es tab lished in Van Diemen ' s  l..c1.nd in 1829". 



GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION 1850-68 

appoin tmen t of Thomas Arnold as Inspector of S chools, on the 

15th January 1850, was the fir s t  s tep taken in-promoting and 

ex tending ed ucation within Van Diemen's Land . At this s tage 7 5  

schools \vithin the c olony were receiving government aid. But 
6 of these only 4 belonged to the Catholic Church. These, 

according to Father Dunne were not truly denominational s chools , 

(with the excep tion o f  that conducted by the Sis ters o f  Chari ty) .  

Rather they were s chools in which secular ins truction was given, 

with religious ins t ruction tacked on. Denominational s chools, 

in his view, could be c onducted only by the religious orders, 

\vho interwove both secular and religious ins truction at all times. 

Even at  this early d a te Catholic dis satis faction was apparen t . 

Unlike New South Wales, this dual sys tem o f  s chooling in Van 

Diemen 1 s  Land was chaotic. 

Dennis on, as g overnor ( 1846 .. 1855)  during this crucial period, 

helch the view that educational expe.nses should not be covered by 

general revenue. Rather , all costs  should be defrayed by those 

directly benefit ting, but the government should s till maintain 

cont rol over both the teachers and the management o f  s chools. 

It was this belief which underlay his firs t at temp t at 

-·----

6 Votes and Proceedings Parliamen t Van Diemen 1 s Land 1850. 
(Report by Inspector for  S choo ls ) ,  (Paper No . 12). 

11  
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<'·ducntlcmnl reform. The introduction o f  a Bi 1 1  in 1 8 5 2 ,  

r<'commending a levy o f  5 /- p e r  year o n  a l l  parent s  wi th s choo l 

8 ge chi ld rcn, \vas c e r tainly not designed t o  appea l  t o  tho s e  whom 

it sough t to  benefi t .  Although loca l commi ttees were t o  con t r o l  

e:xpendit ure , the t o ta l was s ti l l to  be sub j ect  t o  g overnment 

approva l .  Nei ther was thi s  latter  c lause like ly t o  appea s e  

those wi th any interes t  in educat i ona l reform. 

Dennis on's p o l i cy coincide4 wi th the emergence o f  the 

''Vo luntari s t  Movement ". Never  very s trong in Van Di emen's Land , 

they did however  make themse lves  heard . Educa tion,  they as serted , 

should be vo luntary and d en omina t i ona l ,  but this ove r looked the 

fac t  that tho s e  who mos t needed education were the poorer 

members o f  society.  A maj o ri ty o f  Tasmanian parent s  came under  

thi s  category (as  has  a lready been shown).  Admit ted ly the added 

support of Presbyterian ,  Independent and Bapt i s t  minis t e r s  gave 

thi s movement a great e r  s t reng th . As a minori ty wi thin the 

p opulat i on ,  they preferred t o  s ee the es tab li shment o f  n on­

d enominat i ona l s choo l s . 

l'he hos t i l i ty o f  both the Angli can and Catho l i c  authori ties  

was arous ed . To the protes t s  of  the Ang li can , Archdeacon Davies , 

were added tho s e  of  the who l e  Catho lic body. Two pet it ions were 

presented t o  the g overnor. The firs t o f  these was by the 

Catho lic peop le thems e lves . Signed by 1 196 peop le ( 1 5  of  whom 

were i l l i terate) i t  represen ted a pos i tive form o f  oppos i ti on t o  

the governor's prop o s a ls. A den omina t i ona l sys tem of educati on 
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11 ns r:1<1ny cHs trl cts a s  prac ticab le , and a genera l  sys tem where 

chi.s "'llS inapp licab le, was the bes t means of  overcoming the 

problem they c laimed . 7 

Bishop Wils on endorsed the action o f  the lai ty . Concerned 

that the Catho lic c le rgy wou ld be exc luded from the management of 

schools, he fel t  that the on ly possible  action on the part of  
8 his church would be t o  oppose  the governor . Under the s cheme 

put forward by Denni s on on ly t:h.ree Roman Catho l i c  c lergy would be 

a l lowed on the Board , whi le thirty Protes tant o fficials  were 

permi tted to  be members  o f  the l ocal commi t tees ,  d e s p i t e  the fact 

that at this t ime one-fi fth o f  the total  populati on o f  Van Diemen1 s 

L�nd was Cathol ic. Bis hop Wil lson had ano ther prob lem a l s o .  

Ass erting that the Catho li cs  wi thin thi s c o l ony were of  the 

11more humb le c las s e s  of s oc ie ty",  he was concerned that they would 

be deprived of thei r  vote. A lthough a l l  parent s  were to  be 

levied wi th the 5/- tax, it  was their  emp loyer who had the ri ght 

to vote . An emp loyer who , in mos t  ins tances was a member o f  the 

e s tab lished church, and unlike ly to sympathize wi th the Catho lic 

out look. Wills on ' s  Pe t i t ion d emanded that no b ooks be introduced 

tvhi ch could be objec t ed to  by d i ffering re ligi on s , and no min i s ter 

be a l lowed t o  teach during the hours of secular i n s t ruction .  

7 Papers and Pro ceed ings Van Di emen ' s Land , 185 2  (Paper No. 5 0 )  Vo l . 2 .  
8 P .  & P. V.D . L. ,  18 5 2  ( Paper  No .  2 7) Vol. 2 .  
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l'un!wrmore, he wan ted a l l  chi ld ren to  be separated and a ll owed 

to p<H"ti.cipnte in their own particular re ligious ins tru c t i on .  

Unlike that o f  his laity, this was a carefully worded document ,  

with the bas i c  aim o f  c onc i lia t i on rather than p o s i t ive aggres s i on .  

The church in Tasmania faced a d i fficult  period; had the 

British and Foreign Bible s choo l sys tem been introduced , Catho l i c  

inf luence i n  the educa t i ona l sphere could b e  d one away with 

comp le te ly. Already this sys tem had been recommended by the 

select commit tee.  Thus al though Will s on ' s  ac tion marked a 

radical  change on the part o f  church p o licy, i t  was modi fi ed by 

this knowledge . The Bi shop was prepared to be neutral t owards 

the Bi l l  i f  i t  guaranteed non-denominat i ona l schools. An 

action whi ch was in d irec t con t ras t t o  s ub sequent p e t i t i ons. 

Under lying it was a ls o  the fac t  tha t  there was s t i l l  wide 

deviation in offici a l  Cathol i c  p o licy wi thin Aust ra lia . 

Immediate c i rcums tances  guided Wi l l s on. Viewing the 

s i tuation in a p ract i ca l  manner,  he saw that a sys tem of s eparate 

s chools  within Van Di.emen's Land wou ld be both impractica l and 

uneconomi co Secular educa t i on ,  wi th re ligious ins t ruc t i on tacked 

on) wou ld be the mos t  s a t i s fac t o ry s o luti on .  

The uni t ed opposit ion o f  b o th Ca tho lic and Ang li can bod i e s  

was sufficient . Denni s on was forced to  introduce the "penny a 
9 day" sys tem, a sys tem whi ch \vas obvi ous ly open t o  much abuse. 

9 
18lt6. 
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Arnold expressed much d i s sati s fac tion with the sys tem in his 

10  report for 1850- 1 .  On ly the poor were w i ll ing t o  s end their 

children to s tate-aid ed s choo ls . Consequent ly the teacher ' s  

salaries remained low. It was both eas y  and profi tab l e  for 

teachers to fa lsi ficate  returns. Int o  the bargain, thi s  sys tem 

enabled a large number  o f  sma l l  s choo l s  to  be e s tab l ished , 

and the unqua l i fi ed were encouraged into an easy way of making . 

money. 

Motivated by s uch an unfavourab le report, Dennis on was 

forced to ins t itute a select  c omm i t tee. A c ommit t ee whi ch in  

view of  the p rob lem s  facing it, asked t o  be reli eved o f  i t s  

duties in October 1 852. The f o l lowing year a new c owni t t e e  was 

summoned , which recommended that the sys tem known as "penny a 

day", shou ld cease ,  and funds shou ld b e  taken from Pub lic Revenue 

f. d . 1 1  t o  �nance e uca t � on.  As  we l l ,  they insi s ted that i t  was 

unneces sary for C a thol i c s  to take part in any re ligious ins truction 

given in s choo ls . Four commis s i oners were appointed t o  act as  

a Board o f  Inspect i on. C ompri s ing o f  o f fi cia ls  o f  the Ang lican 

(Archdeacon Davi es ) ,  Presbyterian (Dr .  Li l li e )  and Catholic  

(Vicar Genera l Father Ha l l )  churches , the board was d e s tined t o  

adequate ly repres ent these bod i es . 

10  P. & P. V.D . L. 1852 (Paper No. 10), Vo l .  1. 
11 P. · & P. V.D.L. 1853 ( Paper No. 72),  Vo l. 3 .  
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C onfronted wi th considerab le prob lems, thi s b oard s e t  

to work. Both the larger religious group s  and those in the 

minori ty had to be sati s fied . As there was no sys tem o f  

s econdary s choo ls  in Aus t ra lia there was a d ear th o f  t rained 

or qua li fied t eachers . Nei ther were the s a laries  d eemed inducive , 

thes e  being lower than those  of  a mechanic and p os s ib ly les s  than 
1 2  a labourer . Not t o  m enti on of course the inadequate faci li ties  

in whi ch ins truc t i on was carried out . Parent s  oppo s ed a ll 

a tt empts  a t  improving s choo l housing , on the g round s that what 

was good enough for them to live in,  was good enough for their 

chi ldren's educat i on .  Vnd e r lyi.ng thi s  of  course� was the 

need to  increase  paren ta l interes t  and co-opera t i on,  and 

e s p e ci a l ly res cue the teaching profes s i on from the l ow s tatus 

i t  had assumed . 

The es tab l is hment o f  this  oecumenica l board represented 

a new phase in the rela t i onship be tween re ligi ous authoriti es 

and the government . Whi le comp lete contr o l  had pass ed from the 

church , educat ion as yet ,  had not been taken over enti re ly by 

the s ta t e .  . . 1 1 1 h d b d '  . d 1 3  b Denom1nat1ona s ctoo s a een 1scont1nuc , ut  

s t i l l  the Catho lic  authorities  were prepared t o  support  the 

government p o licy of  a non-denomina t i ona l s ys tem .  A sys tem in 

1 2  P. & P .  V. D.L. , 1853 (Paper No. 40),  Vol. 3 .  
13 In 1853. 
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which religi ous ins t ruc t i on ,  a lthough permi t t ed between the 

hours of  9- 10 a.m .. .  , was not compulsory for Catho l i c  s tud ents . 

Only the books sanct i oned by the Irish Nat i ona l sys tem were t o  

be u s ed . A l l  appointment s  mad e ,  had to  take into cons iderat i on 

advice pertaining t o  educa t i ona l matters , given by mini s t e rs 

o f  re ligion and o ther intere s t ed persons. In this way d i d  

t h e  Catholic church make , wha t  i t  considered , t h e  bes t of  a 

bad bargain. 

The next que s t i on to be inves tigated is whether the 

qual i t y  or quantity  o f  educat i on offered at this  t ime jus t i fied 

Catho l i c  action .  Arno ld had i n  hi s firs t two years op ened 20 

new s chools.  The ma j ori t y  of  these were in coun t ry areas , and 

inc luded the e s tab l i s hmen t  o f  a Catho lic  s choo l a t  Wes tbury. 14 

Supp lies of  books had been ordered from Eng land to the va lue o f  

£300  - 400. 1 5  A s  we l l ,  a n  extension i.n the numbe r  o f  s ub je c t s  

taught had been advoca ted. Unt i l  this date  s tate-aid ed s choo l s  

had c oncentrated mai n l y  on imparting a n  e lementary knowledge o f  

the "three R 1 s "• Ins t ruc t i on in geography was extended and the 

lack of  indus trial  t raining for b oys condemned . 

S ta t i s t ic s  s up p l i ed by the Hobart  Town Gaz e t t e  and 

Par liamentary papers p rovide  the following informati on: 

ll• P .  & P. V.D . L. , 1 8 53 (Paper No . Lf6 ) ,  Vo l .  3 . 
1 5  P. & P.  V . D . L. ,  1 8 54 (Paper No . 5 1), Vol.  4 .  
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185tf17 

185518 

1 8  

No . of  Schoo l s  

84 

43 

6 3  

(The t o ta l  popu lation in 1 85 1  being 69 , 49 7 )�9 

_No . o f  Pu;e� 

3, 7 7 8  

1, 6 8 7  

3, 3 7 7  

The s e  figures revea l the extent to whi ch Arno ld and his  

a s s ociates had been a c tive . Unwi l ling to  a l low the continuance 

of inadequately s taffed and equip�ed s choo ls , the Board refused 

t o  extend the educationa l sys t em more rapid ly than i t s  res ources 

would a l low; a uti l i t arian v i ew on the part of the board. 

Concerned for the genera l  we l fare of  the co lony ' s  p opulation, 

and p repared to u t i lize the mos t  efficient methods ava i lab l e ,  

l i t t le d i s s ent was apparent among the members o f  t h e  Board o f  

Inspec t i on, a s  i s  shown by the i r  recommendation o f  the retention 

o f  the d enominat iona l s ys t em in Hobart , Launces ton and Wes tbury 

(or any o ther t ownship s  where there were sufficient numbers o f  

chi ld ren to  warrant thi s ) . 2 0  A t  a time when the p opulati on o f  

Wes tbury, Oat land s ,  Ri chmond and Cygne t were p redominant ly 

C h 1. 2 1  a t  o 1.c . 

16 Hobart Town Gaze t t e ,  2nd February, 1854 . 
17 Hobart  Town Gaze t te ,  1 5 th May,  1855 . 
18  House of  As semb ly Journa l s , 1856 (Paper No . 3 ) ,  Vo l .I • 

19 P. & P. V . D.L. , 1854 (Pap er  No . 5 1 ) , Vo l. IV. 
20 

H. of A . J . , 1857, Bel . o f  Educ.Report (Paper No . 7 7 ), Vo l.I I .  
2 1 

Verba l informa t i on from Mon . Cu llen. 
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n1e Lnspcction of  s chools at this  s tage revealed a 

atute of affairs qui te p leasin g t o  the adherents  of  Rome wi thin 

the colony. 

1 

St.Joseph's 
(Boys) 

(r<1acquari.e S t . ) 
23  

St.Joseph's 
(Girls) 

Ri chmond 

Qat lands 

24 S t . Jos eph ' s  
(L 1 ton) 

Wes tbury 

Tota l Enro lment 

70 

9 1  

49 

44 

�verage dai ly. a t t endance 

50 

6 5  

25  

3 8  

2 5  

Commen t s  

Inst ru c t i on and 
d i s cip line 
good. 

Sound and 
p rac ti ca l  
inst ruction .  

Ins truc t i on and 
d i s ci p line g ood . 

Moderate 
ins truc t i on .  

Educ . unsati s­
factory, 
d i scip line fai r .  

N o  c omments a s  
just opened . 

Thi s  was a l l  the mor e  sat i s fact ory when the inspec t ors' reports  

for other s chools in  the  c o l ony i s  cons idered . 

23 
Thi s  s choo l was found emp ty by the inspectors as the nuns  

wi shed to  be  subjec t  to inspec t i on by the b i shops on ly . 
24 

The teacher at this  s choo l a lthough untrained d id h i s  bes t .  



c. f 1':. 

C, of E. 
W(?sleyan 
Br. & Foreign Bib le 

c. o f  F:. 
Br. & Foreign Bib le 

c. of E. 
Br. & Foreign Bib le 

C. of E. 
Wes leyan 
Br. & Fore ign Bible 

C. of  E. 

20 

Tota l No.  of Schoo ls  

2 

24 
2 
5 

5 
3 

4 
1 

l 
1 
1 

1 

las s i ficatior1 

D e fe c t ive 

Mode ra t e  t o  
Unsat i s fa c t ory.  

Fai r  to Very 
Fai r  .. 

Moderate ly Good. 

Very Good., 

Superior.  

(The remainder of the 7 2  s choo l s  had been new ly opened , s taffed , 

or no t, at  thi s  date, inspec ted ) .  

The year 1853 was a landmark i n  the p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o ry o f  

the co lony, wi th the ces s a t i on of  transportati on.  The report 

of the Board of  Educat ion emphas i s es the inf luence of  thi s  on 

the intel lectua l  and c u l t ura l deve lopment of Van Diemen 1 s Land . 

In his  rep ort  for 1 85l�, Thomas Arno ld s tres s ed the need of  

changing a t t i t udes. Peop le now mus t  be awakened to the mora l 

and spi ri tua l va lue o f  ed uca t i on.  Ind i fference had s o  far  been 

preva lent throughout the c o lony; as was typ i f i ed by a parent who 

refused to send h i s  chi ld ren t o  s choo l  in winter because the 
25 roads were bad , or in summer because there were snakes  about,. 

25 
H. of A. J .  Tas .  1 855 (Paper No. 3 ) ,  Vo l. 5. 
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!'h prohh�m o f  s pars e ly s e t t led areas was rapid ly increasing, 

td th th.:: e xp ansion into  hitherto  uns e t t led areas. Specia l 

lH:tcntion was focused on those  areas o f  the Huon River, 

O'En trccas teaux Channe l  from. Vic toria (on Huon) t o  Port  Esperence 

(l10 mi les ) and Port  Cygne t  to Brown's River  ( 10 mi les  further). 26 

With the g ran t i ng of resp onsible government in 1856 , the 

who l e  onus for educat ion fe l l  on the shoulders of the Tasmanian 

authori ties. Thi s  year a ls o  sa� the s tirring up of r e li gious 

an tagonism, with the resignation of Thomas Arnold in respon s e  to 

criticism leve lled a t  him on his conve rsion to  Catho l i cism.  

Bo th Ang lican and non-conformi s t  c laimed that i t  was unjus t for  

one, not adhering t o  the  Pro tes tan t  fai th,  to  ho ld such an 

inf luen tia l position wi th the church ' s  youth. 

Following this i gnomini ous d is s o lution of the Board , two 

s eparate bodies  were  e s tab lished with control  of educat i ona l 

p olicy - one in the n or th, and the other in s outhern Tasmaniao 

An uneconomic and f r ui t le s s  experimen t .  The cos t of  ed ucation 

ros e per head . 27 In 1855 it was £3o0 . 4 .  for every chi ld but in 

1859 had risen to  £3. 3 . 5 . 2 8  This expenditure was undoubted ly 

c onsid erab ly less in  urban areas,  whil e  the exten s i on of  new and 

26  H.  of A.  J . 1860  ( Paper No . 76) ,  Vol.  V. 
27  P .  & P. V . D . L . , 185 5  (Paper No. 3) , Vo l .  5 .  
2 8  H. of A.  J. 186 0  ( Paper No . 7 6 ), Vo l. V .  
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s cattered s e t t l ement p robab ly accounts for a sma l l  percentage 

o f  this increa s e . Scho o l s  had to be es tab lished in many a reas 

with a popula t i on 20 per  s quare mi le or les s .  But this  should 

have been offse t  by the consi derab le ri s e  in attendance; from 

a tota l of  2 , 2 1 8  pup i l s  i n  185429 to  an average of  2 , 452 in 

186o . 3 0  

T o  cop e  w i th the deve lopment of  s cat tered s e t t l ement, an 

i tinerating teaching s cheme was es tab lished for rura l areas. 

Wi th the onse t  of the Depres s i on at  thi s  s tage , any fur ther 

expans ion to  the s t ead i ly growing sys tem was halted. C onsequent ly, 

the educationa l commis s ion,  ca l led in that year, recommended the 

return to one Board . Emphas izing the continued apathy o f  the 

popula t i on toward s inte l l e c tua l advancement, thi s commi s s ion 

a s serted that Pub l i c  Educat i on was not mere ly a way to  s uppre s s  

crime . Rather thi s aspect was an indirect  c ons equence ,  not the 

main object .  The needs o f  the co lony a s  they saw them, were 

to rai s e  the s tandard of education among the who le peop le , to  

cultivate and improve the gifts  of  God by ris ing the s tate  i ts e l f  

t o  the highes t p o s s ib le c ond i tion of  moral and int e l lec tua l 

f i tness  through jus t i c e  and l ibera l i ty t o  a l l  c las ses. The 

state  by refraining from t oo s tr i c t  a supervi s i on shou ld give 

29 P. & P. V,.D.L.  1 854· (Paper No . 5 1 ), Vol .  IV . 
3 0  H. of A . J .  1860  (Paper No . 76 ) ,  Vo l .  V. 
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3 1  educa t i ona l ta l ent ful l  freedom .  

Through these mea§>ures then, the church was ab le t o  

maintain i t's authority  r.dthin 'the educat i ona l sphere. N o t  

unt i l  1867  was i t s  pos i t i on threatened , when conditions 

nece s s i tated the s ummoning of a Roya l C ommi s s i on .  

3 1  h c 
· ' f E 1 t i "I f A J 186 0 Repor t on t e omnnss:Lon o · •c uca - on, r .  o • • . , 

(Paper No. 2 8 ), Vo l. V. 



THREAT TO THE CHURCH ' S AUTHORITY 1868-84 

At the Roya l Commis s ion, ca l l ed in 186 7, d e c ided ly  conflicting 

views were advanced . The Mercury, voicing the opinion of a 

re lative ly uninformed and d ecid ed ly con s e rvative e lement in s ocie ty 

mad e one d emand on l y  - retrenchment . Thi s  may not  have been the 

cry of the ma j ori t y ,  but neverthe les s, i t  was suffic ient ly voca l 

to  arouse hosti li t y .  The edi toria ls  of the 16 th and 17th Mal2 

a s s er ted tha t the s y s t em, t o  date, had been both inefficient and 

uneconomi ca l .  The Hercury gave added s trength t o  i t s  s tand, by 

si ting examp les of the South Aus tra lian s ys t em, where gran t s  of 

£ 15,000 were effi c i en t ly and effectiv e ly u s ed . 

In thi s atmo s phere  of hos t i lity was t he C ommi s s ion forced 

t o  sit, facing the d ivers ified prob lems of the right of governmen t 

in tervent i on in educa t i ona l mat ters, and under  con s tant  pre s s ure 

from the press,  who fe l t  that p rivate  en terprise  had effec tive ly 

coped 's o  far .  Onc e  the p o s i t i on of the government had been 

es tab li shed there r emained other prob lems. The methods of authority  

and finance were among the  greates t .  On the admin i s trat ive s id e  

t h e  d iffi cult y  o f  s ecuring a suffici ent  number of qua lified teachers, 

had long been apparent . Loca l interes t  had remained at a low ebb. 

Whi le the prob lem ,  no t only of achi eving a s a t i sfactory s tandard, but 

3 2  The Mercury, May 1 6 th and 1 7 th, 186 7, 

24 
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a l s o  of  ensuring that  all  chi ld ren gained at lea s t  e lementary 

ins truc t i on, despi t e  their  parents economic s tanding , was no mean 
..t.:, 

tas k. 

The findings o f  thi s commi s sion were those  on ly possible  in 

view of the circums tances .  The right of s ta t e  interference was 

a l leged t o  d i s c oura g e  vo luntary provision on the part of  the paren t .  

But i t  was acknowledged that chari ty ln the form of education was 

s uperior to that o f  food and c lothing.  The former having a 

p o ten t i a l  economi c retu rn t o  the state,  whi le the latter in this 
33 regard was virtua l ly wor th les s to the d onor. Thus did the s ta t e, 

a s  we l l  as the church, s how s i gns of u lterior motiva t i on. 

Notwiths tand in g  the prevai ling view that it was a s  much beyond 

the funct ion of the s t a t e  t o  interfere with the education of peop le, 
. . f . 1 th . 1' . 3 4  lt  t. as  L t  was to  Lnter ere w L t  1 eLr re LgLon, two a erna Lves 

emerged . Ei ther the government mus t reduce the number of s choo ls, 

or e l s e  leave a l l  r e s pons ibi li ty in the hand s of  the church authorit i e s . 

Although to  d a t e ,  ins t ruc t ion wi thin the Catho lic parochial 

s choo l s  had been s a t i sfactory, neverthe les s from both the Catho lic 

viewpoint and actua l educa t i ona l achi evemen t s , the denomina ti ona l 

s ys tem had to  be a c know led ged a fai lure . The Mercury ' s  c laim, that 

the education sys t em large ly exceed ed that neces sary for the 

3 3  Pge .  xiv Roya l Commission, 186 7, P. & P .  Tas .  
3 4  Pge, xxiv J .  & J .  H. of A., 186 7 ,  Vo l .  XV. 
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p revai ling t ime and c ond i t i ons,  was outmod ed . Their  cry of 

ttWhat is the duty of the s tate?" (imp lying that i t  indeed had none),  

. d 3 5  was 1.gnore • Ins t ead , the admi s sion by Father Dunne, that i t  

was indeed the s tate's r e s p ons ibi lity t o  provide ins truc t i on for the 

p oorer c la s s e s , was h eeded . Though, he continued , that to  p rovide 

a simi lar serv ice for members  of the higher c las s was pure ly an act 

of generos i ty. Educati on now became '�n indi spensab le cond i t i on 

for mora l and i n t e l l e ctua l fi tne s s " ,  t ,he curriculum imposed· 

no.t being "the ultima t e  ob j ec t  for whi ch s chools  are provided "�6 

Their findings revea l ed that ins truction of the poor was a prime 

nece s s i ty, whi ch could n o t  have been carried out effe c t ive ly a t  
3 7 l e s s  expense, cons idering it was the "admi tted duty of the s ta t e" 

On thi s s c ore were the main  re ligious bodies within Tasmania 

s ucce s sfu l .  

"C las s "  even wi thin Tasmania revea led i t s  s trength. C onsequen t ly 

the commi s s i on fe lt  i t  d e s i rab le that educat i on s trove t o  e limina te 

11those  d i s tinc t i ons b e tween different c lasses which p revent mutua l 
38 s ympathy" A prep os i t ion decided ly favourab le to the Catho lics  

wi thin the  communi t y  but d o omed t o  be unsucces sful. Not on ly d id 

re ligious differences s p l i t  the c o lony, but s o  a ls o  d id s oc i a l  

35  The Mercury , 20/6 / 6 6 . 
36  Pge. xv Roya l Commi s s i on, 186 7 .  
37  Pge. xi  Roya l Commi s s i on ,  186 7 .  
38 Pge . xxi.x Royal Cmmni.s s i.on , 186 7 .  
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dis tinct ions between convi c t  and "free" fami lies . Prob lems whi ch 

not even a Roya l Commi s s ion c ou ld s o lve . 

The ins t i tution of the 186 7  sys tem of "Paymen t by Res u l t s "  

was t h e  immed iate outcome of thi s  commi s s ion . Bas i ca l ly d e s i gned 

to save money, these  regula t i ons provided educat i on which was 

efficient  or cheap (but not  both at  the same t ime ) . Theore tica l ly, 

it coped with the expans i on and s parsi ty of s e t t lement in remote 

areas, but in rea li ty i t  was open to much a.buse . Many chi ld ren 

were deprived of educat i ona l benefi ts  they had enj oyed during 

Arno ld ' s  tenure . S tud ent s  were understandab ly kep t  d own grad e s  

and 11crammed11 for examinat i ons,  whi le ins truc tion was virtua l ly 

c onfined t o  those s ub j ec t s  s p ecified by the government .  Attendance 

ro l l s  and ages were fa l s ified ,  whi le chi ldren wi th infectious 

d i s ea s e s  were re tained at s choo l, and backward ones dis couraged 

from a t t ending . The sys t em whi ch evo lved amounted vi rtua lly t o  

one of s uppre s s i on and repre s s i on of chi ldren. Neverthe les s  i t  

was u s eful to  the Catho lics  of the commun i ty and favourab le t o  

Murphy ' s  p o li cy. 

I t  i s  difficu l t  to  interpre t the 1868 Act, if i t  i s  not borne 

in mind that the bas i c  aim was of economiz ing, not  educa ting . 

Thi s  sys tem was to  remain in  vogue unt i l  1884, despite a lmost 
39 universa l opp o s i t ion .  The Mercury had, a s  ear ly a s  1866 given 

3 9Th e Mercury, 1/6/6 6 .  
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favourab le reports of the European situation, where the teachers 

were trusted to do their work proper ly, and left to s t udy, 
,! 

abi lities idiosyncrasies, temper  and even hea l th of their charges .  

With the es tab lishment of "Payment by Results"  in Tasmania, 

teachers were encouraged t o  bribe children in order to obtain 

favourab le reports. The Mercury in the same issue, s t res sed the 

fact that teachers, as  a body, were s trbng ly opposed to  such a sys tem. 

The influence of this commission can be seen in the Pub lic 

School s  Act .  Educa tion became compulsory for children be tween the 

ages of 7 - 12  year s ,  theoretic a l ly of course. No l e s s  than six 

c lauses  made evasion p o s s ib le by  parent s. Child ren who were 

privat e ly educated in reading or  writing, being educated in a 

pub lic or private s choo l ,  s ub j e c t  to bad hea lth (or would endanger 

s ame), or required a t  home for the purpos es of supp lying labour 

c ou ld be exemp ted from s ch o o l  a t tendance. Five c laus e s  reas onab le 

enough, but one is  t empt ed t o  wonder exactly wha t interpre tation 

c ou ld be p laced on the s ixth, which s tated tha t child ren could be 

exempted, if for any reas on, they were unab le to attend schoo l"safe ly." 

As this Act on ly app lied to  chi ldren living within a one mi le radius 

of the 46 s choo ls mentioned, therefore its impact on the s tate  was 

re lative ly ligh t .  

Attemp ts  made t o  create  pub lic awarene s s  in the extension of 

education, motivated the es tab lishment of loca l s choo l boards,  but 

this was virtual ly negated by  the absence of any compe l ling p ower 

over -such board s, as we 11 as the i.mpos s ibi H ty of applying the Ac t 
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in rura l d i s tricts . The g loom was somewhat d i spersed by the 

more far s ight ed approach of the E xaminer;40 many paren t s , i t  

insi s ted , require s omething s tronger than persuas ion t o  fulfi l 

t hei r duty.  A view p o s s i b ly exp re s s ed in  response to  a c lo s e r  

p roximi ty wi th the new ly s e t t led a reas o f  t h e  North and Nor th Wes t  

and a much grea'ter d i s tance from the adminis trative cent re of Hobar t. 

The Ca tho lic response  to thi s Act i s  a li t t le harder t o  

eva luate . Fo l lowing the 1864 Papa l Decrees , the c l ergy had become 

more aware of the growing need to provide educat i on for all  Catho l i c s . 

The d eath of Bi shop Wi l ls on left Father Dunne acting as  Vicar 

Genera l .  A pries t who d id n o t  show the same t endency t o  compromi s e .  

Bishop Murphy, a s  Wil ls on's s ucc e s s or a ls o  took thi s more mi litant  

s tand . 

Father Dunne forcefu l ly expressed his  oppos i tion to  the s ta t e  

s y s t em, "Not  only a r e  prose lyti z i ng practices  carried on b y  t h e  

Sch o o l  Board , and they a r e  j ustified b y  them11, 4 1  he  dec lared . 

Thi s  i s  not a rei teration of Wi l l s on 1 s p o li cy ,  but evidence of a 

changing s tand taken by the C a tho lic authori ty in the s tate. Now 

1:1the confidence of the Cath o l i c  c lergy and Catho lic  peop le in the 
4 2  sys t em is  comp lete ly shaken . "  The "mixed sys tem of educa tion 

proved to have injuri ous effec t ,  for exc luding the inf luence of 

40The Examiner , 22/8/68 . 
4 1  Page 29, Roya l C ommi s s i on 
42 Page 29 , Roya l C ommission 
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religion ,  it  t ends t o  t rain the youthfu l mind in ind ifference to  

d d . 1 . f. d 1' 1 143 every cree an p rac tLca Ln L e Lty . Whi le i t  may be mi l i tant , 

i t  i s  not the voice of a Vaughan of Tasmania . I t  i s  the upsurge 

of a man agains t the t ype of s ecu larism to be imposed up on s choo ls . 

A rea c t i on agains t the injus t i c e  of forcing pauper chi ldren t o  

a ttend re ligious inst r uc t i on ,  o f  which , nei ther their parents nor 
44 c lergy , approved . However the changing trend invoked by the 

1867  Roya l Cotntni s s ion d id no t d ec rease the church's authority  in 

the Educationa l sphere . Now the admini s tra tion of this  v i ta l  

fun c t i on became a mat ter  for mut ua l  dec i s i on between church and 

s tate  authori t i es . 

C lauses  provid ing for re ligious  ins truct ion were inc luded in 

the origina l bi l l  but were later s truck out by a decisive ma j ori ty.  

The omi s si on of a l l  reference to  this ref lec t s  the genera l a t t i tude 

of the t ime . As no chi ld was to be refused admi s s i on t o  any 

Pub li c  School  on "account of the re ligious  persua s i on of the chi ld" 

the pos s ib i li t y  of separa t e  Catho l i c  s chools  or d i s tinctive inst ruc t i on 

had not arisen.  

At the t ime of Bi shop Wi l ls on ' s45 arriva l in Hobart  there were 

2 Catho lic  s choo ls  for boys - one in Hobart  and the other i.n Launces ton 

wi th a t o t a l  of 5 9 1  s t udents . As we l l, a t  leas t 4 private 

---·------·-M 

43 Page 29 , Roya l Commi s s ion 
4LJ. Page 3 6 , Roya l Commi s s i on 1867 
4 5verba l informa t i on s upp lied by Mon .  Cu l len. 
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ins titutions  for gi r ls were opera ting wi th ecc les i a s tica l 

app rova l (in Hobart ) .  Of the 9 7  governmen t s choo ls,  7 9  (wi th 

994 chi ldren on the i r  regi s ters ) were in d i s tr i c t s  far removed 

from p ries t's s up e rv i si on. Thi s  number had p o s s i b ly increas ed 

at the t ime of the 1 8 67 Royal Commi s s ion . Admi t t ed ly Bishop 

Murphy, presumab ly on  the advice  of his  predecess or, had secured 

the s e rvices of the Pre s en ta t ion Sis ters, who in 1866  e s tab lished 

thei r  firs t convent s choo l at Richmond . Whi le the local  impac t  

was n o  d oubt con s i d e rab le, overa l l  thi s  d id not  grea t ly influence the 

population .  The nuns were here so  why shou ld fami lies  wi th 

s ocia l pretens i ons n o t  make good use of them. The Catho lic body 

was s t i l l  s uffic i en t ly unenthus iastic  to remain unheard, and 

the Mercury's ins i s t ence that i t  would be "bes t  t o  exc lude re ligious 
1+6 ins truct i on a l t ogether" was heeded . 

educat i on introduced wi thin Tasmania. 

In thi s manner was secular 

Not unt:i.l  the f o l lowing year, 1869 and the decrees of the 

Provinci a l  C ounci l of the Bishops of Aus tra lia, did  any pos i t ive 

a c t i on on the part of the Tasmanian hierarchy become evident . 

Chi ldren now had t o  be s ent  to  Catho lic schoo ls . Di s regard of 

thi s  ruling cons t i t uted a g rave offence .  Fogarty ' s  opinion that 

thi s  pronouncement large ly rendered the 186 8 Act inva lid is not 

ent i r e ly t rue. Mi l i tance among the members of the Ca tho lic  Church 

46 . 
The Mercury, 2 2/ 8 / 6 8. 
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in Tasmania s t i l l  d i d  not gain the upper hand, compromi se was 

the order of the day . Mur�hy c loser t o  the European s i tua t i on , 

and more aware of t h e  dangers of libera lism, was prepared to  make 

a s tand. He had, a s  a l ready mentioned, invited the Presentation 

Si s ters to  Tasmania .  Thei r  introduction ,  Rev, Beechinor exp lained , 

was t o  enab le chi ld ren t o  become us efu l members of s ociety in 

thi s wor ld , as  we l l  as being conduc ted safe ly to the happy s oc iety 

of the e lect in  the next. 47 As wi l l  be l;ater shown, s omewhere 

along the line this p o l i cy d eviated considerab ly, 

The formation of a Catho lic As s ociation t o  provide both 

Catho lic  s choo ls  and further c laims for government recogni t i on 
48 fo llowed . It ' s  suc c e s s  was apparent, The formati on of ten 

s choo ls  (a l l  independen t  of the government )  fol lowed . By 1883 

Jerusa lem ( later renamed C o lebrook) , Tunnack,  New Town, Por t  Cygnet, 

Brighton, Oat land s , Green Ponds, Campbe l l  Town, Hobar t  and Launces ton 

had their own s chools.  The s e  were areas (exc lud ing Hobart and 

Launce s t on )  wi.th a p r ed ominant ly Cath o l i c  p opula t i on. The 

Catho lics  of Tasmani a  h oweve r  were s ti l l  not  behind their Bi shop, 

"The S tandard " of 1 8 7 9  s hows a more cauti ous atti tud e .  Thi s  i t  

c la imed appeared to  b e  "unneces sary has te i.n giving u p  governmen t 
Lf9 a s s i s tanc e ". 

4 7 Mon. Cullen. 
Lf8 H .  of A.J . , 187 5 ,  No. 6 5, 
49"The S tandard " 1 8 7 9, pge . 100, 
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Bi shop Murphy may have held more extreme vi ews and foll owed 

a policy which d iffer ed from that  of his  predeces s o r  but he s t il l  

had the s ame flock. Wi thout their support his �cheme wciuld fail.  

Try as  he  migh t ,  compromi s e  was the only s olution t o  the educa tion 

d ifficulties  during the s eventies , and p roblems there remained in 

many.  

Subs tantial a c t i on on the  part  of the  government was s till 

required . The census fo r the year 188 1 showed that a cons iderable 

proport i on of parents  were availing thems elves of the provi s i onal 

clause in order to retain the i r  children at home . 

Total number of child ren 5- 14 yrs .  

At s tate primary s chools 

Private s chools 

Ins t ructed at home 

Uneducated 

2 2,836 

1 0, 008 

6,  776 

5 , 9 19 

133 

As well i t  i s  highly likely that the t ransference commented 

upon by mos t  parliamentary repo r t s  during thi s period was als o  an 

at tempted evas ive a c t i on on the part of many parents  opposed to 

compuls i on .  

These d ifficulties  con t inued t o  face the Educational Authori t ies 

well into the eigh t i e s , and neces s i tated the sununoning of a Royal 

C onunis s ion in 1883. 



GRADUAL CHANGE IN CATHOLIC RESPONSE 

1883 - 1900 

Tasmanian, and indeed all Aus tralian authoriti es,  had the same 

educational problems with which to contend in the thi rd 

quarter of the 19th c entury. Namely the degree t o  which educat i on 

s hould be made free, secular and c ompulsory.  The outcome 

appears obvious , but  for the Royal Commi s s ion in 1883 to declare 

that the government s hould accep t the respon s ibili ty of securing 

for "the mas s e s  a s ound, elementary education", was a s omewhat 

revolut i onary proceeding • This ,  the Mercury commented50 d id 
• 

go qui te  1�s far a s  t o  adopt the Vic torian sys tem • • • •  Free 

education is not provided for, nor is i t  declared that education 

s hall be secular • • • •  Les s ons  in hi s t ory are t o  form part of the 

c ourse in s ecular ins truc tion" and added "This  will not , we 

hardly need t o  s a y  sat isfy one sec tion of the c ommuni ty." 

Catholics  t hen c ould s ti ll not be reconciled , d e s p i t e  i t s  

alleged mildnes s . 

In d i rec t con tras t  to  the atti tude of the SO's the governmen t 

s trove to  increas e  natural wealth , by the "elevat i on of the 

labour s tanda rd, and that pauperisn1, the d evelopment of ineffe c t ive 

labour or c rime, the outcome of degraded ignorance, would not 

d eplete i t  " Thi s  was also a change from the conservative 

�rhe Mercury, 29th July 1885. 

34 
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view expres s ed by the upp er c las s es in the s ixtie s . 

no longer exceeded that  nece s s ary for the mas s e s . 

Educat i on 

Fi rmer meas ures were taken . Ins truction became 

c ompul s ory for chi ldren between the ages of 7 - 13 years e 

Exempt i on was imp os s ib le, un less  the chi ld was receiving 

ins t ruc tion in s ome'  o ther manner j udged to  be  regu lar and s uff­

i ci en t , or was s ub j e c t  to t emporary or permanent i l lnes s .  The 

maximum d i s t ance of resi dence from the schoo l was increas ed t o  

two mi les e The addi tion of a c lause s tating that a chi ld mus t  

have reached a s a t i s fac tory s tandard of education , before being 

granted exemp t i on ,  was added o The las t one app li ed on ly in 

cases of chi ldren 11 years of age or more . 

The creati on of b o th the Education Dept. and Board s of 

Advice, made it easi er for l egal action to  be taken agains t 

paren t s  who fai l ed t o  c omp ly with these regulations . The 1885  

Educat ion Act had taken s tr ingent measures in v i ew of the  findings 

of the Royal Commi s s i on .  

Thi s  commi s s i on had a lso  reco�nend ed that educat i on be  

p rovided tota lly  free  of charge . The reasons given for the 

re taining of fee s  were overruled . In rep ly to the age- o ld adage 

that parents shou ld be en t i r e ly respons ible for their chi ldren ' s  

we lfare, the commi s s ion dec lared, tha t th es e resp onsibi li t i e s  were 

l imi ted to  the bas i c  nece s s i ties  of food and c lothing on ly. The 

p l ea of unequa l di s tribut i on of c o s t s  was answered by the a s s er t i on 
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that all benefi t ted by a r i s e  in the s tandard o f  ed uca ti on. 

By making education fre e ,  the need for apprec iati on was d one 

away wi th the commi s s i on c ommented . Likewis e ,  if the s ta t e  

entered into comp e t i t i on wi th private enterprise , injurious  

s chools could be d i sposed of . As well the commi s sion found 

that free educat i on could not do away wi th local interes t ,  a s  

thi s to  date was n on-exis tent $  Nei ther d id free educa t i on 

pauperize or lower the t one  of the s chool, thi s could only 

result from the ir1fluence of teachers or pupils themselves . 

The Catholi c r esponse to the implications of free 

education was no t ful ly revealed by the Royal C ommi s si on of 1883 . 

Undoubtedly they viewed i t  wi th s ome hos t ili ty , deeming i t  a 

threat t o  the Catholi c Parochial s chools sys tem.  By the 1890 ' s  

thi s becomes s elf-eviden t .  "The S tandard " i n  i ts leader of 

May 189 1 ,  as sures i t s  readers that "Free education i s  obviously 

a fiction .  I t  c a n  make li t tle difference to  educat ion and t o  

parent s ,  whether fees are paid direc tly through the teacher or 

indirec tly through the tax colle c t or .  But the aboli t i on of 

fees may be us ed as a lever for d e s troying the denominat ional 

character  of the s chool . " 

Thi s  aspec t  of free educat i on and the des truc t i on of the 

d enominationa l s chool system would not have appealed to Catholics  

of the  s tate ,  a maj or i ty of  whom were in  the lower income b racket . 

The in trod uc t i on by Mr . Bes t of the Free Educ a t i on bill caused a 

change in Catholic policy.  5 1  'I'he Mon:L t o r . :!.n 1900 declared tha t 

5 1The Moni. tor , 1900 , S ep t . l.Lt . 
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1 1Mr . Bes t's motion i f  given effec t  wi l l  aggravate an injus t ice . "  

Again in 1903 at the op ening of the Pres entation S i s ters s choo l  
5 2  at Longford Rev. J .  0 1Mahoney dec lared '�e c la im liberty of 

con s cience but we are  p ena liz ed for the exerci s e  of thi s liberty 

in refus ing t o  avai l ours e lves of an educa t iona l sys tem which 

con s c i ence bans, and s o  after having contributed our share to  

the genera l revenue we have t o  d i p  our hands into our pocket s  

again and support s choo l s  o f  our own . " A speech d e s i gned , not 
' 

only to  appea l t o  s taunch Cath o l i cs, but s ti r  up their  oppo s i t ion 

to thi s princ ip le . In the same year the Moni t or comments that 

"We have faddi s ts who would rather make the p oor man pay for the 

education of not on ly  hi s own , but his  neighbours chi ldren"53 

This is  interes ting not on ly because of its  cont ent, but a ls o  

i t s  far from acciden t a l  c oincidence wi th forthcoming e lect ions . 

By 1806 oppos i tion t o  thi s principle  appears to  have 
' 54 subs ided if a letter  in the July Mercury can be accep ted, or 

p erhaps a t  thi s s tage the introduc ti on of free educa tion can be 

s een a s  inevi tab le in  view of d eve lopments in the other Aus t ra lian 

s tates . By 1908 p r incip le had become p rac tice , wi th the Free 

Educa t i on Act .  No d oubt this Act may have had repercus sions in 

a dec l ine of attendance at  Catho lic  s choo ls . As long as Catho li c 

5 2  The Moni tor 1903 ' Feb . 6 . 
53 The Moni tor  1903, Jan . 3 0 .  
54 The Mercury,  let t e r  2 5 th Ju ly, 1906 . 
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fees remained bas i ca l ly the same as  those of the s tate  s choo ls , 

the church had no thing to  fear , but once educat i on became free 

"border- lin e "  Cath o li c s  wou ld be les s like ly to  send their 

chi ldren to  the s choo l s  commanded by their  bishop s .  

Opp o s i t ion t o  s ecular education was more in line wi th 

official  church p o licy in Aus tra lia . Proposed , not  because of 

s ectarian b i t t ernes s ,  but as a way out of the d iffi culties  of 

p roviding re ligious ins t ruct i on for a l l  s ec t s , s ecular education 

was s ub j ec t  t o  cons iderab le hos ti li ty .  T o  Vaughan i n  Sydney 

and coming from the  European s cene ,  thi s secularism was the 

d erivative of lib e ra l i sm, the apos tasy cri t i c i.zed and condemned 

by the Pope Pius 1 864 Syl labus of Errors . 

Although Vaughan did not  arrive in Aus tra lia unti l 1873,  

four years after the Provincia l qounci l  whi ch forbade a l l  but 

Catho l i c  Ed ucat i on ,  neverthe less  he d id capture the imagination 

of his  contemporaries . The Standard and the Monitor reiterated 

the speeches of mainland reactionaries in preference to those of 

loca l ident i t ies . Atmosphere , rather than ac tua l  religious 

instruc t i on , was the a l l  important fac t or .  Vaughan believed that 

"if chi ldren are t aught  the impor tance of at tend ing mas s  and 

frequenting the s a cramen t ,  as  they are ari thmeti c ,  geography and 

s p e l ling the re ligi ous duties  wi l l  not be loved as they shou ld b e . 1 155  

55The Moni tor,  Augus t 27 th 1897 , p . lL� .  
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Pub lic opini on , at  thi s t ime , genera l ly recogniz ed 

tha t compulsory educat ion was needed , but obj ec t i on s  were lodged 

to the s ecular princ i p les imp l i ed. Admi t ted ly the Education 

Act of 188556 a l l owed one hour to be s e t  aside for r e ligious 

ins truction ,  (9 - 9 . 30 or 9 . 30- 10 a .m.  but not on two cons e cutive 

days ) .  Thi s  was p robab ly  a genuine a t t empt t o  b e  fair  t o  a l l  

s e c tions of the communi t y ,  but the Mercury ' s  comment that thi s 

'wi l l  not we hard ly n eed to  s ay sati sfy one 9 e c t i on of the 

c ommuni ty"5 7  was jus t ifi ed . S t i l l  adhering t o  the p o l i cy of 

c ompromi s e ,  the Catho lic s  lodged a petition ,  s ta t ing that their  

s choo ls were being forced out  of  exis tence by the g overnmen t 

a c t ion of creating a secu lar s t a t e  scho o l  s ys tem. In consequen c e ,  

a l l  members  o f  t h i s  f a i t h  were cal l ed upon to  s end their  chi ld ren 

t o  Catho li c s choo l s .  The s e  r ea s ons under lay the i r  d emand for 

the  continuance of t h e  s ys t em of payment by resu lts.  The 

S t andard , in 1883 , 5 8  informed i t s  readers that "Under the 

paymen t by result  princip le , they wou ld be  enab led t o  instruct  

their chi ld ren in r e l i g i ous t en e t s  in  whi ch they wi sh t o  be  

t ra:i.ned , whi le ins p e c tors appointed by the government would 

examine the chi ldreD as to the profi c i ency gained by them in 

s ecular sub j ec t s  �herefore thi s sys tem wou ld on ly  pay for 

a chievement in thi s sphe��] " . 

5 6c laus e 19 . 
57The M.ercury , Ju ly 2 9 th , 1. 885 . 
58 The Standard , July  1883 , p . l lO.  
5 9 ''Ih e  i F 1 1883  Mon t o r ,  e 1 . • 

1 h . 59 . Previous y ,  t e MonL t o r ,  Ln 
--------
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an attemp t to gain C atholic support,  informed i ts readers that 

not only were Catholic p rayers but the sign of the cross  prohibited 

in s tate  schools . Following the 1850 example , the demands of 

the Catholic laity were ignored . 60 In the t radition of Wills on ,  

ll .  h h d h . 6 1 � s  op Murp y petitione t e Prem�er.  Pointing out his 

deplorence of the g ov ernment disregard of the firs t  petition 

b.y his bre thren , he repeated the demand that Catholic s chools 

be put on an equal footing with Public Sch�ols . Bishop Murphy 

added that payment b y  results was fair , s chools would be open to  

governmental inspec tion , payment was to be made per  head and in 

lieu of average mont hly a t t endance . Repor t s  of all monies 

spent would be lodged with the Minis ter of Education . While 

Catholics  provid ed the buildings , he asked that the government 

s upply furniture and books . Included within this p etition was 

the request  tha t Catholic s chool pupils be p laced on an equal 

footing with those a t tending s tate s chools in relation to p rizes . 

This , the Bishop added , would bring satisfaction to  all his flock. 

A far cry from Vaughan 1 s bold s tatement that "I will s olve the 
6 2  s chool ques tion in a way tha t will a s t ound them. " Farce was 

added to this peti tion in the fac t  that there were 29 s chools in 

which , if Catholi cs  were removed , ins truc tion mus t cease through 

6 0H. of A. J. and P .  & P. 1 884 , Volo III o 
6 1H. of A. Jo and P. & Po 1884 ,  Vol. IIIo  
6 2  R. Fogarty, Catholic Education in Aus tralia , 1 806 - 19 5 0 ,  Helb . 
1 9 5 9 ,  Vol . I .  
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lack of a t tendance . Nevertheles s ,  Par liament reacted in the onl y  

way pos s ib le ,  b y  finding that these claims were "tota l ly 

i napp licab le t o  the cond i tions of s ocie ty exi s t ing in the C o lony,  

and wou ld n o t  be conducive to  the material  we lfare of the co lony . " 

The S tandard cont inued thi s po licy of arous ing Catho lic 

oppos i t i on to governmenta l po licy in i t s  edi toria ls of 1884-85 . 

Numerous rea s ons  of " Why Catho lics obj ect to  s ecular school s " 

were advanced . "Ca tho lies " ,  they a s s e r ted , "have to  make large 

conce s s ions to the pre jud ice of others , whi le none or  li t t le 

i s  reques ted of non-Catho lics . Sides mus t  be taken in modern 

his tory. Neutral s chools  cannot  exi s t ,  they wi l l  not be 

neutra l in tone • • • • •  Catholics can never be reconci led to 
63  secular schoo l s , there can be  no  comp romi se  agreed t o . " Thi s 

eve'n aft e r  i t  was apparent tha t Bishop Murphy ' s  acti on was t o  be 
. 

ineffective . Again , in  cri t ici sm of the "New Educa t i on Bi l l " ,  6 4  

the S tandard comment ed that cumulat ive ly the Act was less 

favourab le to Catho l ics than the present sys tem.  Hi s t ory had been 

added , which was unfor tunate  for Catho lics , whi le no prov i s i on 

had been mad e  for the inspecti on of Catho lic schools . The 

re ligious atmosphere of the 1 9 th century i s  embodied in the 
6 5  S tandard ' s  claim t hat '�e mus t  no t yet despair,  for this  on ly 

6 3The S tandard , Ju ly 1885 . 
64  The Stand a rd ,  Augus t ,  1885 . 
6 5rhe S tandard , Augus t 1885. 
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requi res a c lause in the propo s ed s cheme" ,  and again ' 'We are 

s urpr i s ed at  the a t t i t ude o f  the Ang lican church . . .  have they 

no d e s i re for Chri s t:i.aa s choo ls . 1 166  

Thi s cons is tent a s s a u l t  on Catho l i c  read ers reveal s  that 

many o f  their bre thren were ignorant of  the rea l rea s ons under-

lying the need to  send "Cathol i c  chi ld ren to Catho l i c  s choo ls . "  

The educa tion o f  s tate  s choo l s  was continua l ly c r i t i c ized ,  and 

the preva i ling s ocial  c ond i t ions  o f  the co lony b lamed for the 

mora l dec line of  Tasmania . The as s ertion by c orresponden ts 
6 7  i n  the Mercury at  this  time appears va lid . Catho lics , they 

c la imed, had d amaged their  caus e by revert ing a t t ention from the 

rea l point at  i. s sue , and p re s en ted mat ters in a form ca lculated 

t o  exc i t e  oppos i t ion .  Va lid though thi s  may have been the 

a c t ion taken was much weaker than tha t of Sydney . 

The maj or ed ucat i on a c t  o f  the century had been passed , 

and ins truc t i on may have become "no t  free secular or compuls ory 
6 8  as  s ome would desire ,  b u t  cheap chri s t ian and c ompu l s ory. " 

The impact  on the Catho lic h i e ra rchy was drama t i c .  Now rigorous 

a t t en t i on was devoted to changing the a t t i tude of the la ity .  

The P lenary Synod i n  1 8 9 5  c ommand ed that "the c lergy wi l l  

i n  future  concentra te their at t e n t i on more c losely to  the sub j e c t  

66The S tandard , Augus t 1885 . 
6 7The Mercury, 23/ 7/85 . (Re ferring to  Ca tho li c demand o f  t h e  

6 8The Mercury, 3/ 12/85 
re tent i on of paymen t: by res u l t s ) . 
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of education . "6 9  D r .  De laney had , the previous yea r ,  s trongly 

cri t i cized parent s  who refused to s end their chi ldren to  school 

regular ly. As we l l ,  as those  who seemed to b e lieve that 

C h 1 .  h J d · 1 . f · 

7 0  A a t  o 1 c  sc  oo . e uca t i on was neces sar1 y 1n er1or . . s 

Bi shop he carried thi s further by s triving to  gain inspection 

for a l l  Catho lic  s choo ls . A lthough pub lic  opinion was not  

i n  favour o f  thi s , never the l e s s  in 1906 after Dr . De laney 

approached the mini s te r  of education wi th the reques t that 

Catho lic  s choo ls be s o  inspected , thi s was privately  undertaken. 

Hence wi th the Regis t ra t i on o f  Teachers and School s  Ac t ,  onc e 

again c·a tho l i c  s choo l s  had c ome under the dua l c ont r o l  o f  church 

and s tate . 

The immediate  impac t  was more spec tacular than this  

brief  account imp li e s , for it  saw the dec line o f  the parochial  

s choo l sys tem wi th i t s  lay t ea chers , in fa�our o f  the  pre s ent  

religious s chool  sys t em .  

6 9  The Moni tor , 6/ 1 2 /9 5 .  
7 0rhe Monitor , 1 9 / 5 / 94- . 
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In 1847 the S i s ters o f  Chari ty had arrived in Hobart , 

and opened S t .  Jos eph ' s  s choo l .  Whi le thi s  s chool was one o f  

the bes t conduc t ed i n  the s ta t e ,  these nuns were not a t eaching 

ord e r ,  but rather d evo ted to  works o f  charity in a p ena l c o lony. 

Thi s  was the on ly s ch o o l  c onduc t ed by a re ligi o us order at ,<the:i time o f  

the Pre s enta t i on Si s t e rs a rriva l .  Whe ther Bis hop Wi l ls on 

had , during his  t enure as  Bi shop , utilized the bes t  resources 

avai lab le to provide C a tho lic  ed ucat ion is  d oJb t ful . 

Admi t ted ly as  a pena l c o l ony Van Diemen ' s  Land was not  an 

a t t ract ive propos i t i on to  any teaching ord e r ,  but the p o s s ibi li ty 

remains that Wi l lson had s ome pre judice towards "t eaching 
71 brothers , "  and was p repared to  uti lize lay teachers in 

preference . 

Tasmani a  in cont ra s t  t o  the other Aus tra lian s ta t e s  was 

at  thi s  time part icular ly i l l - p la ced in i ts number o f  teaching 

o rd e rs . 

7 1verba. l informa t i on Mon . C u l l en.  
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Origina l Des t inat ion of  Teachjng Orders 
in  Aus tralia 72 

New South Wa les  1 830 ' s  

1 8 40 ' s  

1 8 50 ' s  

1 8 6 0  I S  

187 0  I S  

Wes tern Aus tra lia 1 840 ' s  

1 85 0 ' s  

1 8 6 0 ' s  

South Aus tralia  1 840 ' s  

1 8 6 0 ' s  

Queens land 1 8 6 0 ' s  

7 2  Fogarty,  p . 2 7 0 .  

Benedictine Fathers 

Sis ters of  Charity 

Chri s tian Bro thers 

Maris t  Fathers 

Benedic tine Fathers 

Good Samaritan S i s ters  

Dominicans 

Mari s t  Bro thers 

S i s ters of  S t .  Jos eph 

S i s ters  of Mercy 

S i s ters  of  S t .  Jos eph of the 
Appar a . tion 

De La Sa l le Brothers 

Jesui t s  

Sis ters o f  S t .  Jos eph o f  the 
Sacred Heart  

73  As sumptioni st  Fath ers 

7 3coming with the origina l aim of teaching thi s ord er in fac t  
d evo t ed their work t o  parochia l duties . 
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Vic toria 1860 ' s  

1870 ' s  

Good Shepherd S i s ters  

Augus tine Fathers 

Lareto Nuns 

The d i fferent iat i on i s  part icularly marked , for desptte  

the  ear ly date  of  s e t t l emen t ,  and greater need for  con s o lidat ion 

o f  the fai th in a pena l c o l ony wi th a high p ercentage of Irish 

c onvi c t s ,  Catho lic  s choo l s  were in a minori ty .  The impac t of 

the S i s ters of  Chari ty was re latively ligh t .  Although taking 

over the Ragged Schoo l ,  (S t .  Luke ' s ) during the 1850 ' s  and 

t ea ching at S t .  Jos e ph ' s  Scho o l ,  in terms of the act ua l  numbers 

of pupi ls taugh t ,  their a ch i evement was virtua l ly neg ligib l e .  

The a rriva l of  t h e  Pre s enta t i on Order under t h e  auspices 

of Bishop Murphy did  very l i t t le to change this s ta t e  of  affair s . 

Founded in 1 7 54 with t h e  a im o f  t eaching the poor o f  Ire land , 

wi thin Aus t ra lia  this p o li cy had a t endency t o  devia t e .  In 

1866  thi s  order was es tab l i shed at Richmond , but their r e s idence 

there was only for two years , and devoted to ins truct i on in  the 

one s choo l .  

Upon arriva l in  Hobar t  two insti tutions of  learning were 

e s t ab lished .  Parent s  who d e s i red t o  give the i r  chi ld ren a fu l l  

s ch o l a s t i c  cours e p a t r onized S t .  Mary ' s  Co llege , whi le l e s s  

fortuna t e  s t uden t s  wer e  accommoda t ed in S t . C o lumba ' s  Schoo l .  

Und oub t ed ly the immed i a te impac t  was o f  c la s s  d i s t inction ,  

accen tua ted as  we ll  b y  the high proportion of  non -Catho l i c s  a t  
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the more expens ive c o l lege . The annua l appearance o f  the 

Governor at the d i s tr ibution of prizes increas ed this tendency.  

lnadver tant  as it  may have b een , this t ended t o  res t r i c t  the 

expansi on of  the Cath o li c  s choo l sys tem. Thus by providing 

s econdary educa t i on ,  with pupi l s  from Vic toria and New South 

Wales a t t end ing , and wi th the c ontinued p redominance o f  the 

Protes tant  e lement in the i r  s chools , thi s was not  an order  to  

r iva l the  cheaper s ta t e  or  parochia l s choo l .  N o  a t tempt i s  

being made  to und ermine the impact  this s choo l had on the 

pub li c .  Solely  supported by fees , the ins t ruct i on o f  the 

c o llege was und oub t ed ly the bes t to be had in the s ta t e  at 

that t ime . A s imi lar s i tuat ion exis ted wi thin Launces t on .  

Sacred Heart  C o l lege was e s tab li shed on the 2nd February 187 3 ,  

for  those  pup i l s  who wished t o  proceed l-eyorrl an e l ementary 

instruc t i on ,  and S t .  Mary ' s  Schoo l  for tho s e  wi th more low ly 

amb i tion .  

The s e  were the  cond i t i on s  exis ting a t  the t ime o f  the 

p a s s ing of the 1885  Educa t ion Act .  I t  was n o t  unti l this date 

that the Pre s entation Orde r  was asked t o  s upply s ta f f  for 

parochia l  s choo l s , but  the number of  s taff  wi thin thi s order was 

insufficient to  mee t  the Tasmanian need s .  Thus d i d  the Bishop 

t urn to the recent ly found ed order of the S i s te rs of S t .  Joseph . 

Thi s  order , wi th aims o f  teaching the poor on ly , had been founded 

by Mother Mary McKi l l op and Fr . Tennison Woods . Des igned to 

mee t  the peculiari t i e s  o f  the Aus t ralian s i tua t i on ,  i t s  
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organi zation was s imp le but over centra li zed . A l l  l e s s ons 

had t o  be sub j e c t  to  and sup e rvi s ed by the Mo ther Superi or . 

At f i rs t ,  thei r work was res tr i ct ed on ly t o  p rima.ry educat i on,  

a s  this  was a l l  the  poor cou ld a fford . 

On a vis i t  to  Bathurs t ,  Mon . Danj: e l  Beechinor asked for a 

c ommuni ty of  Sis ters  for Launc e s ton. The i r  p lace of fina l 

des t inat ion was changed a lmo s t  by acc iden t .  As the proposed 

res idence was not avai lab le in Launce s t on Archdeacon Hogan 

invi ted them t o  e s tab li s h  themse lves at Wes tbury. In s uch 

c i rcums tances , and on the  day f o l l owing the ir  arriva l ,  d id 

Catho l i c  ins t ruc t i on commence w i th an enro lment of eight pupi l s . 

Thi s  was the u l t imat e  e ffec t o f  the 1 8 83 Roya l Commi s s i on .  

The Catho l:i.c s  had fai led in their a t t emp t s  a t  compromis e ,  now 

they wer e  forced t o  take independent a �t i on wi th the e s tablish-

ment of  s choo ls s taffed b y  teaching orders . The S t andard , 
74 r.:ommenting on the arriva l of nuns hoped "that they a re • • •  the 

harbingers of wha t  wi l l  d ea l  a fina l s troke a t  the root of the 

present unfair  s ys t em of s ta t e  s ch o o l  educ a t i on . " Parochial  

s choo ls , general ly ine f f i cien t ly taught and of ten on the  verge 

of bankrupt cy ,  were taken over by the s e  nuns . The f o l l owing 

tab le  epi t omizes  their a c tua l  impac t  on Tasmanian educa tion .  

74The Standard , 2lt /  .5/ 188 5 , p .  29. 



1887 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
9lt 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

1900 
0 1  
02  
03 
OL� 
05  
06  
07  
08  
09 
10 

(J) 
t:! .iJ 

:>.. 0 1-1 
1-1 .iJ 0 
;:l Cll p_, 

.0 .c H t:! 
.iJ .iJ (J) 0 
Cll H :> :> 
(J) 0 r-{ (J) 
:::;: 1':-1 :;:::, Q 

-

p N 

1 12 
165  - - - -

30 
- -

6 0  

109 
109 130 
122  79  1 16 

79 lf 7 146 98 
-----

49 

""" 
� Lf') 

s 0 ,...... 
(J) 0 Cll '0 

� r-{ H '"d 1::1 
(.) C\l .o 1::1 t:! .iJ 0 
C\l Cll (j) ru ru (J) .E t:! ;:l M  r-{ .c t:! 
t:! 1-1 0 .iJ (J) biJ (.) 
;:l (J) 0 � (J) :>.. •.-I 

H I-) ...._, N c..:> � 

p p p N p p 

80  

- -

- -

- - - -
- -

200 
240 7 0 
2LtO 100 
250  - -

80  
59 64  

236 49 
80 242 52  

44 

4 1  23 38 202 41+ 
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= Da te  s cho o l  taken over by re ligions 
(This tab 1 e  i s  cons true ted from figures  ob t ained in "The Standard 1 1 ,  

"The .Monit o r "  and archives of  the ord e r . )  

7 5Richmond Parochia l s choo l taken ove r  by Presen ta tion S i s ters and then 
reverted to  a parochia l s ch oo l .  
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187l� 9 0 150  No . 
virtua l ly 
s ame a s  
Hobart 

1885 23 15  Hobart 
8 L ' ton 

1889 9 0 150 As above 60- 6 0  3 5  2 1  Hobart 
7 0  14 L ' ton 

19 10 No . remained No . 3 0  20 38  1 1  Hobart 
virtua l ly the of 19 L ' t on 7 7  
�ame . chi ld- 3 Long ford7 8  

ren 2 Karoo la 
d e c  rea- 3 Beacon s f i e ld 
s ed .  

(This  i s  an e s timate  taken from Pre s en tation Ord er archive s ) . 

Through these means , d id the S i s ters of S t .  Jos eph s ucceed in 

bui lding up the sys tem of  Catho lic  ed ucation ,  whi le increas ing their 

--------·-·----

7 6This  schoo l opened in 189 9  and c lo s e d  in 1906 . 
7 7Thi s  inc lud e s  Sacred Hear t ,  S t .  Mary ' s ,  S t .  C o lumba ' s  and St . Fi.nbarr 1 s  
s choo l in Launce s ton .  
7 8Thi s  s ch o o l  taken over by the Si s te r s  of the Sacred Heart . 
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imaginative impac t  on the l a i ty i n  Tasmania . The S tandard o f  1894 

. t 7 9 emphas izes this la tter J.mpac  • 

The Si s ters o f  S t .  Jos eph are • • • • •  a d i s tinc t ive ly 
Aus tra lian order and n o t  a branch o f  any European 
ins ti tute . They were specia l ly founded to mee t  the 
exigencies 4 of  co lonia l  life in spars e ly s e t t led 
dis t ric t s  and cons equent ly are a l lowed to form sma l l  
commun i t ies o f  two or  t hree s i s ters  for the purpose o f  
reaching many more li t t le ones of  Chris t ' s f lock than 
wou ld be pos s ib le und e r  ord inary conventiona l rules • • .  

Thi s  order wi l l  have no c lois tered ha l l s , nothing • • •  

b e t t er than a few roomed , wea therboard dwe l ling . 

The recept i on of  th e firs t Tasmanians into  this ord e r  Si s ters M. 

Evange lis t and Bap t i s t  (both members of the Osborne fami ly) , he lped 

to  s trengthen thi s imaginative  impac t .  A means by wpich the 

Catho lic  fai th was to be reinforced within Tasmania . Whi le a l l owing 

for some exagge ra t ion on the part of the Catholic  newspapers 

(The Standard and The Monito r ) , no d oub t i t  was through the chi ld ren 

that parent s were reached , and the grea t e r  attendance at these 

s choo ls  a l lowed thi s  to be carried out .  

The ext ens ion and d eve l opment of  ed ucationa l t echnique was not 

ignored by ei ther ord e r .  In 1898 a t  the invitation of  Bi shop 

D r .  De laney, Mi s s  Be l l  a Cambridge g radua t e ,  visi ted a l l  convent 

s chools to reorganize  and imp rove me thod s of ins truc t i on . The i.ni.tia 1 

a t t emp t at  improving the s tandard of education was to  be consolidated 

by the departure of  Si s te r  M. Gab r i e l  t o  Albert Park, Vi ct oria to  s tud y 

methods of teaching . The fo l l owing year 19 07 , two more nuns left on 

7 9  The S tand a rd ,  Feb . 189 4 ,  p . 9 4 . 
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the same mi s s i on .  Simi lar me thods of  teacher training were followed 

by the Pres enta tion Ord e r 9  in t h i s  way was the qua l i ty of  Catho lic  

educat ion extended and improved . The u l t imate response of the 

Catho lic  hi erarchy in Tasmani a  to the educationa l c ri s i s  and consequent 
, 

government ac tion,  in the s e c ond h a l f  o f  the 19 th century. 
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