‘"AN EXTREMELY SCURRILOUS
PAPER"

THE CORNWALL CHRONICLE: 1835-47

Jane Bell B.A., Dip.Ed.

This thesis is submitted in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Humanities at
the University of Tasmania, 1993



PART 2
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.3

PART 3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

APPENDICES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION

THE COLONIAL NEWSPAPER
FIRST IMPRESSIONS

CIRCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION

MATTERS FINANCIAL

THE COLONIAL EDITOR

RIVAL NEWSPAPERS

COLONIAL SOCIETY

GOODS AND SERVICES
PASTIMES AND ENTERTAINMENT
RELIGION AND EDUCATION

ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES

SOME COLONIAL THEMES
COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION
THE TRANSPORTATION ISSUE

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

"AN EXTREMELY SCURRILOUS PAPER"

CONCLUSION

Page -

14
15
29
37
45
52

57
59
79
87

94

102
104
113
122
128

131

133

138



INTRODUCTION

On the 9th of February 1847, Earl Grey, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, sent a circular despatch to all
colonies under the British Crown requesting that they
provide him with details of each of the major newspapers
that were currently operating. This was nothing new.
Grey commented in the despatch that it had been a common
practice for a number of years and that "there are no
means by which Hef Majesty’s Government may become
acquainted with the genefal tone and temper of Colonial
Society so readily as through the Colonial Press."' He
wanted information on the circulation of each paper, to
which classes in society each might appeal and the
general character of the partidular paper. He stressed
that all despatches on this subject would be

confidential.

Governor William Denison of Van Diemen’s Land referred
the matter to Colonial Secretary J.E. Bicheno on the 21
July 1847. Bicheno’s confidential reply noted that the
north of the colony‘supported two journals published
twice weekly, the Cornwall Chronicle and the Launceston

Examiner. He also commented that Mr. William Lushington

Goodwin, editor of the former, was once again its sole

! Historical Records of Australia, Series 1, Volume

XXV, (Sydney, 1925), p. 354
3



proprietor. When Goodwin had become insolvent he'had
managed the business, paying rent to Mr. John Camerbn who
bought it at public auction. Bicheno continued: "It has
usually been an extremely scurrilous paper, and does not
possess much influence amongst the more respectable
classes of Society, but it is extensively circulated
amongst the Licensed Victuallers, and read by many who
love personalities. It advocates the continuance of
transportation to this Colony."2 The Lauhceston

Examiner, on the other hand, was considered to be "a very

respectable paper especially amongst the better sort of
persons on the Northern side."® It was also acknowledged

as being the advocate of the cessation of transportation.

Governor Denison forwarded this reply to Earl Grey on the
10th of November 1847 and added some remarks of his own,
including the fact that this information might, to a
certain extent, be outdated by the time it was received
because newspapers appeared to change hands and because
"the character of a paper is'in this Colony so entirely

dependent upon that of its Editor."*

This thesis examines and analyses the pages of the

Cornwall Chronicle from 1835 until 1847 with reference to

z Tasmanian Historical Research Association Paper and

Proceedings, Volume 3, (Hobart, 1954) p. 88

3 Ibid

4 Ibid



the observations of Earl Grey, Colonial Secretary Bicheno
and Governor Denison and within the context of the

prevailing social, economic and political conditions.

The analysis of any newspaper includes the development of
the newspaper itself, but also takes into account the
"perceptions and experiences of its readers as reflected

in the content."’®

All components of a newspaper’s
content ought to be analysed if conclusions are to be
drawn about that particular newspaper reflecting the
society in which it operates. For example, an analysis
of the content of the notices and advertisements gives an
indication of the goods and services available, as well
as what percentage of space in the newspaper is devoted
to adverﬁising. The editorial comment, on the other
hand, can act as a guide to understanding the views of
the readers and the correspondent’s ﬁage can indicate
that audience’s reaction to an issue. However, not all
readers would view the contents of a newspaper in the
same way, and the fact that an item may appear frequently
does not necessarily reflect its importance. With these
constraints therefore, what is to be gained from an
analysis of the content? By analysing the content of a
newspaper we are able to examine the way of life as it is

expressed for those readers at that particular time, and

> V. Berridge, "Content Analysis and Historical

Research on Newspapers", in M. Harris and A. Lee (ed), The
Press in English Society, (Rutherford, 1986), p. 207
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to use Earl Grey’s words, "become acquainted with the

general tone and temper of Colonial Society."6

The Introduction to the thesis provides the frame of
reference as well as some background information on the
settlement of Launceston. Part A examines the Cornwall
Chronicle in terms of its general appearance and layout,
the circulation and distribution, its editor and its
competitors. Part A aims to establish the identity of

this particular colonial newspaper.

Part B of the thesis aims to add to that identity by
analysing the content of the newspaper. It examines some
of the components of Van Diemen’s Land society as they

are interpreted in the pages of the newspaper.

Part C addresses the issues of colonial administration,
transportation, freedom of the press and scurrility as
presented in the Cornwall Chronicle and within the
broader colonial context. These issues have been
selected because of their relevance to Van Diemen’s Land
society in general, and to an understanding of the

character of the newspaper in particular.

The conclusion to the thesis relates the comments of

Grey, Denison and Bicheno to this analysis. Because the

s Historical Records of Australia Series 1, Volume XXV

op cit, p 354
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relationship between any society and the newspaper(s)
which serve it is a complex one, it is difficult to draw
conclusions about that particular society. Nevertheless,

the difficulty will be confronted.



SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Late in 1804, Lt. Col. William Paterson of the New South
Wales Corps was given command of that part of Van
Diemen’s Land north of the 42 parallel known as the
district of Cornwall. Governor P G King of New South
Wales had received the order to occupy Port Dalrymple in
a despatch from Lord Hobart,'Secretary of State for War
and the Colonies, in May of that year. Paterson had
arrived at the mouth of the Tamar with convicts,
soldiers, officers, women and children: a total of one
hundred and eighty one people. He explored the ﬁorth and
South Esk Rivers and the Tamar, naming them in honour of
Governor King who had been born in Launceston on the
Tamar in Cornwall, England. Paterson decided on West

- Arm, York Town as the site for settlement.

The establishment of Launceston, first known as Ritchings
Park, then Patersonia, as the main settlement and
official headquarters of the district of Cornwall was not
a foregone conclusion. 1In 1811 Governor Lachlan
Macquarie visited the settlement at Launceston on a tour
of inspection. However, he chose the site at George Town
as the chief settlement of Port Dalrymple. Macquarie
considered Launceston unsuitable for a number of reasons:

the navigation of the river was awkward and dangerous,



fresh water was not readily available and the land was
swampy, low lying and prone to flooding. All of these
factors remained issues that affected the township and
its inhabitants for many years to come: the pages of the -

Cornwall Chronicle bear witness to this.

But, as a site, Launceston had the advantage and
attraction of close proximity to rich agricultural land
and the support of Commissioner J T Bigge who had been
sent out from England in 1820 to investigate the éolonies
of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land and recommend
how they hight be developed. By 1824 the decision had
been made and the headquarters were transferred from
George Town to Launceston. As a consequence, and with the
added incentive of the separation of the colony of Van
Diemen’s Land from New South Wales in 1825, the town’s

development was hastened.

By 1835 the population of Launceston was 5041
‘'inhabitants: this was made up of 1931 free males, 1261
free females, 1619 convict males and 230 convict
females.’ The hinterland included the expanding
settlements along the South Esk, the Macquarie and the
Meander rivers: a hinterland that provided Launceston
with a ready market and the means for.a profitable export

industry. Exports from Launceston were valued at over

’ James Ross, Hobart Town Almanack and Van Diemen’s

Land Annual for 1835, (Hobart Town 1835), p. 47
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eighty five thousand pounds, not much less than the
nearly one hundred and twenty thousand pounds from Hobart

8
Town.

Volume 1 number 1 of the Cornwall Chronicle, printed and
published by William Mann, George Street, Launceston,
appeared on Saturday, 14 February 1835. It was a four
page weekly which cost subscribers 13 shillings per
quarter or 10 shillings if paid in advance. Single

copies were one shilling each. "The Cornwall Chronicle,

originally an opposition paper, under the name of The
Independent, (is) now the property of Mr. Mann, who
promises to conduct it on the broad and liberal
principles of colonial and national prosperity."9 From
Saturday April 18 1835, the Cornwall Chronicle was to be
edited by William Lushington Goodwin, printed and

published by William Mann.

H W H Smythe’s map of Launceston®’ provides an excellent
basis for understanding the layout of the town at this
time. "The map almost certainly represents the earliest
urban land-use survey undertaken in Australia, and the

plan is in advance of its time in cartographic

James Ross, op cit, page 50
James Ross, op cit, pagé 55
See Appendix 1
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principles, notably in the classification of

! The initial notice which announced the

buildings."’
near completion of Smythe’s "Plan of the Town and Suburbs
of Launceston; Van Diemen’s Land" described Launceston as

12 Brisbane Street was the

"a rapidly increasing town."
main street having the most number of public offices,
stores and principal hétels. The town boundary was Hill
Street to the west, Frankland Street to the south and
Abbott Street to the east. "The town was restricted to
the south bank of the North Esk and confined between the
hills, a compact little town, roughly the area of the
central business district and its immediate environs

now."13

James Backhouse'’s description dated the 19 of May, 1837,
provides details of the town’s general appearance.
"Launceston has increased greatly in population and in
good buildings, (most of which are of brick), since we
first visited it. Many of the streéts are

14

macadamized..." William Mann, writing in the late

1830s, maintained that "In spite of all the opposition it

1 L. S. Bethell, The Story of Port Dalrymple, (Hobart,

1957), page 104

12 column 5 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 15 August 1835

13 E. Ratcliff, "The Town in 1842", 1in Launceston

Historical Society Papers and Proceedings, Vol. 1 (Launceston,
1989), p. 48 :

14 J. Backhouse, Extracts from the Letters of James

Backhouse, 2nd Edition, (Lindfield, 1837) p. 47
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has received, this town ...has improved more rapidly than
any other in the Australian colonies."!> Mann arrived in
van Diemen’s Land in 1832 and was engaged in a range of

pursuits which included writing and publishing Six Years
Residence in the Australian Colonies. He preceded
William Lushington Goodwin as the editor of the Cornwall

Chronicle.

The Cornwall Chronicle was not the first newspaper in

Launceston, having been preceded by the short-lived (only

twenty issues) Tasmanian and Port Dalrymple Advertiser,

established by George Terry Howe, in 1825. The

Launceston Advertiser owned by John Pascoe Fawkner and
the Cornwall Press and Commercial Advertiser belonging to

S B Dowsett, were established at the same time, in 1829,

as rivals. The Cornwall Press survived only four
months, but two years later Dowsett began the Launceston
Independent which ran until 31 January 1835, and had W L
Goodwin as its Editor. The Cornwall Chronicle, founded
by Mann, succeeded the Independent as its opening
editorial states. The Adve;tiser remained however, and
was to become a strong rival of the Cornwall Chronicle.
It was taken over by the Examiner, set up in 1842, in

January 1847.

15 W. Mann, Six Years Residence in the Australian.

Provinces, (London, 1839), p. 98
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Launceston served a rural community. Notices and

advertisements from the first edition of the Cornwall
Chronicle are evidence of this: a cow impounded, Edmund

Ferguson, veterinary surgeon, had changed premises, a
farrier advertised his services and Charles Reid informed
the inhabitants of Norfolk Plains and the settlers in the
neighbourhood that he had new supplies, and would accept
payment in grain, wool, bark and kangaroo skins.'®
Launcestoh settlers could become members of the Ploughing
Association'’ or meet at White’s Hotel in Brisbane Street

with other members of the Agricultural Association.'®

The weekly references to Shipping matters (notices of
ships arriving and departing or captains notifying the
townspeople that they would not assume responsibility for
their crewmens’ debts) indicate a busy and a profitable
port. The Returns from the Customs Department for 1835
show the exports from Hobart Town were 140,537 pounds ,
compared with 169,581 pounds from Launceston.”’
Launcéston in 1835, had developed into a busy, little
town. Its.focus was both agricultural and maritime: “a

. . ; 20
curious rural air... a tang of the sea-breeze."

16 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

7 column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 30 June 1838

18 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 28 February 1835

1 page 98 W Mann, Six Years Residence in the
Australian Provinces, London, Smith Elder & Co, 1839

20 L. S. Bethell, op cit, page 97
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PART 1 THE COLONIAL NEWSPAPER

The colonial newspaper was not predictable in its layout.
Circumstances made uniformity impossible. The quantity
of space devoted to different types of news varied from
issue to issue: overseas news might not have been

available, neither might the paper for printing. "News

travelled slowly and irregularly, and it was given to the

public in the same style."21 According to Henry Mayer,
it was not until the 1860s that much attention was paid

to the attractive display of material. ©Until that time,

the colonial newspaper consisted of "columns of closely

packed type without a subheading to break the
monotony"n, as well as "the promiscuous scattering of

news items throughout the pages."23

The arrangement of the material within a newspaper
provides the initial impression of that newspaper’s
identity. An analysis of that arrangement can serve as a
guide to the function of the newspaper and to an

understanding of its components.

page

21
100

22

H. Button, Flotsam and Jetsam, (Launceston, 1909),

H. Mayer, The Press 1in Australia”, (Melbourne,

1964), page 13

23 op cit
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1.1 FIRST IMPRESSIONS

The first edition of the Cornwall Chronicle was to

provide the framework for the layout of the paper
throughout the period 1835 until 1845 when major changes
occurred. It was four pages long, each page was five

columns wide and the pages were not numbered.

A brief comparison indicates that the Cornwall Chronicle,

in its first year, was similar in content, if not in'
format, to its contemporaries. Thé_Colonial Times was
eight, numbered pages long, beginning with a pagé of
advertisements. The editorial comment discussed

transportation and c¢onvict discipline.“ The True
Colonist of Hobart Town however, was a daily. It

included a similar editorial comment on the convict

. _ . 25
question and a range of advertisements™ .

Because the pages of the Cornwall Chronicle were not

numbered until 1845, it is not always clear when

24 The Colonial Times, February 17, 1835

25 The True Colonist, 14 February 1835
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additional pages were printed", although if a supplement
was put out it was usuaily described as such.
Supplements, usually containing advertisements or
overseas material, were printed irreqularly during the

period 1835 until 1845.%

The number of columns per page varied between five and
six during the first three years of the paper’s
existence. By the end of 1837 the number was six and
"with better type"”. The following year, the editor had
increased the number of columns per page to seven,
"thereby increasing the means of general information and
enabling me to render increased service to the friends of

9 The editor

the Independent Press, and to Freedom. "2
acknowledged therefore, that a change to the layout of
the "People'’s Journal"® impacted upon his paper’s

identity and its role within colonial society.

A series of engravings, comprising both woodcuts and

etchings, appeared between 1836 and 1838 as cartoons and

26 the editions of the Cornwall Chronicle of 20 June

1840 and 22 August 1840 both had more than four pages.

27 Supplements appeared: 23 January 1836, 3 December
1836, 20 January 1838, 20 November 1841, 24 December 1841, 15
January 1842, 25 March 1843.

28 J. Bonwick, Early Strhggles of the Australian Press,
(London, 1890) page 39

2 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 August 1838

30 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 January 1838
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caricatures, often of a political nature. The woodcuts
appeared between 16 April 1836 and 15 April 1837 and the
etchings between 29 July 1837 and 31 March 1838. On the
30 November 1839 and the 25 December 1841 two etchings

appeared separately. This series provided the Cornwall
Chronicle with perhaps the most unique and memorable

feature of its layout, as well as a reputation for
abusive and satirical comment on personalities of the

3 wIt is believed that this is the first appearance

day.
of such a series in the Australian press."32 The
"Gallery of Comicalities" was the series name given to

some of the woodcuts: they were often accompanied by

either a verse or prose.

Some of this series are reputed to have been executed by
Editor W L Goodwin himself, since several of the etchings
bear his signature.33 He may have beeh responsible for
the original drawing however, and not necessarily the
etching. The paper saw the woodcuts as ope:ating for
both the amusement and the advantage of the colonists in
showing up "the inconsistencies and oddities of the

w34

day. Nevertheless, the woodcuts created controversy

i See Appendix 2 for a 1list of the engravings and

dates of publication.
32 C. Craig, The Engravers of Van Diemen’s Land,
(Launceston, 1961), page 116

3 See Appendix 2

3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 16 April 1836
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and described as being "of the most vulgar description"”,
caused thirteen Launceston gentlemen to relinquish their

35
subscriptions.

These were noﬁ the only illustrations to give diversity
to the newspaper’s layout. In the first edition, a
picture of a horse and dismounted rider appeared above
the heading "Entire Horses", and above the "To be sold by
Public Auction" there was a drawing of an auctioneer with
a raised hammer’®. There were also two small drawings of
ships beside the shipping notices, for "London Direct"
and "For the Cape of Good Hope".37 Towards the end of
1843 the layout altered with the appéarance of more
illustrations: for example, above the "Police Report“,
the section on "Coroner’s Inquests" and "This Day’s

Post".

The front page of any newspaper is a vital one: readers
would expect to find the most tempting and the most
pressing infbrmation. From the first number in 1835
until the edition of June 6 1835, when the front page
contained excerpts from English, French and Spanish

papers, this page was laid out with advertisements and

column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 23 April 1838

36 column 1 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

3 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

18



notices. By the October 12 1839 edition, the
advertisements and notices had refurned to the front page
but there were changes again the following year. The 11
of January 1840 edition, now with seven columns per page,
contained details from the Court of General Quarter
Sessions on the front page: the advertisements had been

relegated'to pages two and three.

No matter their location, the proportion of space taken
up by advertisements remained high, in some editions
averaging two out of the four pages of the paper.
However, there was little attempt to organise these
advertisements into any sort of ordered layout. The 25
January 1840 paper, for example, had seventy four
advertisements all together on the front page, with'the
milch goats for sale among the situations vacant. By the
first edition of 1843, the frontbpage advertisements were
laid out in seven columns with a greater degree of order.
For example, the four notices which referred to schools
and their re-opening dates after the Christmas break,
(the Dancing School, Mrs Hines, Mr Dowsett and Miss

Christison”), all follow each other.

The layout of the paper could be altered by the size of

the advertisements. By 1840 there was a greater variety

1843

38 columns 4 & 5 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 7 January

19



in the size of the advertisement, as well as the size of
the font used. For example, some advertisements were now
two columns wide and so the paper took on a different

39
appearance.

One explanation for the removal of advertisements and
notices from the front page may have been the arrival of
ships into Launceston with news from overseas. Overseas
news was an impértant and an integral part of the |
colonial newspaper, on occasions taking precedence over
local items. Although isolated from the rest of the
world, Launceston readers were kept informed of a wide
variety of overseas events. British news was obviously
the-most popular and regular accounts of the proceedings
of the British Parliament, as well as such events as the
coronation of Queen Victoria®® and the marriage of "the

. 41 - .
sovereign lady" =, were included.

News from either Sydney, Port Phillip and South Australia
and of course, from Hobart Town, appeared in eﬁery issue

of the paper. Extracts from Port Phillip and Sydney

39 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 29 August 1840

page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 5 September 1840
See Appendix 3

40
1838

41

columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 November

column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1841
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papers also appeared.42 Because of Launceston’s position
in relation to the new settlements of Port Phillip, Swan
River and Adelaide, the town profited from the demand for

provisions, building materials and livestock.

Articles from other newspapers such as the Hobart Town
Courier would be re-printed with an acknowledgment of

their source, and sometimes with an editorial comment

from the Cornwall Chronicle as a conclusion.

The editorial comment of the Cornwall Chronicle was
located on either page two or page four. The editor
usually chose to comment on local events, such as murders
and drownings, bushfires and shipwrecks, as well as a
range of colonial issues, from convict discipline to
emigration to education to the wheat market. But lest
the inhabitants should forget that they were a British
colony, colonial matters would usually take second place
to overseas news if a ship, carrying British newspapers,

had just arrived.

The addition of the words "Commercial and Agricultural

Register" to the title of the paper first appeared on 13
July 1839. This name change coincided with the move of
the publishing office from George to Charles Street, at

the rear of the Commercial and Agricultural Exchange.

42 columns 5, 6 & 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18

January 1840
21



This Exchange, whose establishment was announced earlier
that year, was described as meeting "with promises of the
warmest support from the gentlemen of town and
countr:y.'.'43 April 1841 saw the addition of the word
"naval" to the éaper’s name. The full title became, and
remained for the period under discussion, the Cornwall
Chronicle and Commercial, Agricultural and Naval
Register.“ These changes to the newspaper’s title were
a reflection of the town'’s commercial focus as well as
both the newspaper’s and the editor’s links with the
Exchange. In the first edition for the New Year 1846,
the title appeared in a banner which significantly

altered the appearance of the front page.45

Cornwall Chronicle readers were notified in the 3 October
1840 number that, as from the 7, the paper would be
published on Wednesdays as well as Saturdayé. There
would be no additional charge to subscribers, but postage
wouldn’t be paid for either of the papers.46 The
Wednesday edition, iike the Saturday one, was four pages
long and for the most part followed the same format.

That is, page one was advertisements and notices, page

two included local information with some editorial

a3 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 May 1839

o page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 10 April 1841

4 See Appendix 4.

46 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1840
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comment, page three had more advertisements which usually

carried over onto page four. Page four usually included

information from the Government Gazette.

However, the printing of the paper twice weekly at this

stage was short lived. The 16 January edition of the

following year, by way of explanation, merely stated

"circumstances which it is unnecessary to explain,

prevented our getting out last Wednesday’s number."

47

Neither a second Cornwall Chronicle nor a supplement, The

Trifler and Literary Gleaner, "devoted to the

dissemination of useful and amusing and humorous

information", and including woodcuts, was planned for

publication by Goodwin in 1842.'® Although its

publication date of October 1 was delayed“, by 24

December there was acknowledgment of the public’s

support, "beYond our expectation", for this "little

50 ,
nonsense. As a consequence the Trifler was to be

increased in size from the next quarter.

The Cornwall Chronicle returned to being published twice

weekly in November 1843: the Wednesday edition was the

1842

47

48

49

50

23

column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 January 1841

columns 3 & 4 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 3 September

column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 October 1842

column 3 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 24 December 1842



same size as the Saturday one and first appeared on the
15 of the month. By July 1844, although still the same
four pages in length and each page with seven columns,
the Chronicle displayed more variety in its layout. This
was particularly noticeable with the range of fonts used,
with illustrations appearing with some advertisements,
the use of white space and lines to mark off one

. 51
advertisement from another.

In March 1843 another change to the Cornwall Chronicle’s

appearance occurred. The‘ll of March 1843 issue was
smaller in size than previous editions, although still
four pages in length. The explanation given was that
because of the unavailability of either single or double
demy, the paper had to be printed on crown.”> An . |
advertisement for "a quantity of Double Demy" had
appeared the week before.>? By May of that year the

paper was back to a size closer to its original and still

four pages.

The front page of the Cornwall Chronicle was to undergo

variations to its appearance during 1843. For a brief

period“, page one contained information from the Hobart

> page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 24 July 1844

See Appendix 5

32 columns 1 & 2 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 8 April 1843

>3 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 1 April 1843

>4 beginning with the issue of 13 May 1843

24



Town Gazette only. By the 10 June edition however,

advertisements had begun to reappear on this page

together with the Hobart Town Gazette information. By 8
July it was back to advertisements only, with the Gazette

information appearing on the back page.

For a variety of reasons, the Cornwall Chronicle, during:

the first decade of its existence had seen only
relatively minor changes to its overall appearance. In
1845 however, it was a different circumstance that

resulted in a more sophisticated appearance.

An accident to the press during the preparation of the
previous Saturday’'s edition effected the most dramatic
change to the layout since the first number. Although no
details of the accident were provided, except that the
press could not be fixed®®, the Cornwall Chronicle took
the opportunity of making significant changes to the
paper. The paper was to be increased to twelve pages,
each three columns Qide; the pages would be numbered and
at the end of every year, a title page and index would be
supplied so that the paper could be bound into a
volume.’® The price, information regarding circulation,

title, volume and number remained the same.

35 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 16 July 1845

> column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle July 26 1845

25



The advertisements on page one had now been replaced by
local issues and overseas commentary. Readers were
informed that space would be provided for the following
topics: agriculture; horticulture, scientific, literary,
legal, medical, religious, miscellaneoué, pblitical,
biographical and poetical. Letters from correspondents
on these topics was invited.”” This was a written
acknowledgment of the range of issues that had always
been covered in the paper’s pages, although not always
all of them each number. It was also a definite shift

towards a more streamlined and organised-looking paper.

Other subtle changes occurred to the péper’s format
during that year. Headings such as "Livestock",”"Arts
and Sciences" and "Fashions">® were included to separate
sections and to group items of a similar nature together.
Some subheadings were shaded and illustrations which had
previously accompanied such notices as "Shipping News"

and "Entire Horses" no longer appeared.

From the first edition, the Cornwall Chronicle
established its direction and philosophy by the inclusion
of a number of quotations within its pages. These

quotations became an integral part of the paper’s layout.

>7 column page 58 Cornwall Chronicle 6 August 1845

>8 column page 73 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1845

>? column page 74 Cornwall Chronicle August 13 1845

26



A quote from Milton, "This is true Liberty; when freeborn
men Having to advise the Public, may épeak out" preceded
the first editorial comment.®® The quotation which was
to become synonymous with the newspaper, "Honesty of
Purpose and the good of our Adopted Country", appeared in
the second edition of the paper“. This quote, together
with the lion and the unicorn, appeared on the front page
from the edition of 11 April 1835. A second quotation,
this time from the Roman historian Sallust, "Liberty with
danger is to be preferred to slavery with security" was
printed above the page two editorial comment®’. While
the distribution of material within the paper altered
from one edition to the next, the quotation, above the

editorial comment, remained as a distinguishing feature.

The editorial comment in the Cornwall Chropicle was
almost always identifiable because it was preceded by the
title of the paper, the date and the quotations.

Although it usually appeared on page two, it moved for a

brief period to the back page in 1840.°°

s0 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

61 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 February 1835

62 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 August 1835

63 Between, - and including, the editions of 20 June and
19 September 1840, the editorial comment appeared on page four

of the paper.
27



Given the technology of nineteenth century printing and
publishing, there are surprisingly few typographical
errors in the layout of the-newspaper. Incorrect location
of letters,64 misspellings and the wrong date®® occurred
on more than one occasion. ?Haste" was the reason given
for the typographical efrors in the 29 January 1842

66
newspaper .

The paper was not always.a reliable source of
information, understandable at a time when communications
were at the mercy of the elements, the distances, the
state of the roads and the messengers. In recording "the
7

melancholy death of Mr. Mitchell, near Campbell Town",6

the Cornwall Chronicle had erred. The following week a

notice acknowledged that the report of his death "was, as

. . . . 68
is very usual in this Town, incorrect."

The follow-up
to this incident was a notice alerting subscribers to the
fact that death notices would only be inserted if they
had been sent in by friends of the deceased and paid for

' . 69
as an advertisement.

64 "Sautrday" page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 22 February

1840

65 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 October 1842,

reads October 24 instead of October 28
the edition of January 7, 1837 reads 1836

66 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 29 January 1842

67 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 30 April 1836

68 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 May 1836

69 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 May 1836
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1.2 CIRCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION

In May 1838 there were twenty three newspapers in the
Australian colonies, seventeen of which were published
weeklyjo. James Bonwick, Hobart Town school teacher and
author, estimated that the average circulation of each
would be five hundred and therefore, "the influence of

the Press will be readily admitted. "’

Any discussion on the number of people who read a
particular newspaper presupposes a relationship between
the extent of literacy and the circulation of a newspaper
or papers within a particular society. It is difficult
to determine the extent of literacy in Van Diemen’s Land
in the 1830s and 40s. R K Webb, Stephen Nicholas and
Raymond Williams provide a starting point, albeit a
general one. Webb refers to a ""mass" public in England
by the 1840s, when from two thirds to three quarters of
the workers could read"’’. Nicholas adds to the picture.

If "three quarters of the English convicts who arrived in

1848

J. Bonwick, op cit, page 39

i Ibid

2 R. K. Webb, The British Working Class Reader 1790-

(London, 1955) in H. Mayer, The Press in Australia,

(Melbourne, 1964), page 2
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New South Wales could read and/or write“”, it seems
appropriate to conclude that a similar proportion
arriving in Van Diemen’s Land were similarly educated.
The population of the colony was 40,172 in 1835, 42% of
‘which were convicts: by 1847 the population had risen to
67,918, 36% of which were convicts.'* Moreover, since a
significant proportion of the "free" community of these
years had arrived in thevcolony as convicts, Nicholas’
statement could imply that approximately one third of the
population was literate. Apart from being speculative,
this conclusion is misleading if, according to R
Williams, during last century, "the numbers of people who
either bought or read newspapers were far below the
lowest possible estimates of the numbers of people who

75
were able to read."

I have chosen to refer to the contents of the Cérnwall
Chronicle itself to ihdicate both the size and the
relevance of its circulation. 1Initial references to the
circulation and distribution of the'newspaper, both
within and outside the colony, were couched in broad

terms: "The Cornwall Chronicle has a very extensive

73 S Nicholas (ed), Convict Workers - Reinterpreting

Australia’s Past, (Cambridge, 1988), page 9

e M. Hartwell, The Economic Development of Van
Diemen’s Land 1820-1850, (Melbourne, 1954), page 68

7S R. Williams, "The Press and Popular Culture" in
Newspaper History: from the 17th Century to the Present Day,

G. Boyce, J. Curran & P. Wingate (eds), (London, 1978) page 42
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6

circulation in both town and country"7 and "most parts

of the civilised world" would receive the paper "by every

possible opportunity".’’

The extent of the paper’s distribution can be used as a
guide to its circulation. The paper was delivered the
morning after publication "along the main road to Perth,
the White Hills, Evandale, Perth and Norfolk Plains" and

8  The

posted to "every part of the Colony".7
establishment of local agencies was an important part of
the development of the paper’s distribution. While Mr.

Cook was named as the Cornwall Chronicle agent at
Longford, an agent for the township of Perth and district
was requested.”' By 1845 the route had been extended and
included Perth, Norfolk Plains, Carrick, Westbury,
Evandale, Cocked Hat, Whitehills, the East and West banks
of the Tamar and George Town.?® An improved network of
roads, a more efficient coach service and a larger
population had created the likelihood of an increase in
circulation. Notices which appeared for the Midlands
Agricultural Association quarterly meeting, held at

Campbelltown, the Accounts of the Auditing Committee for

76 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 October 1837

77 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 17 February 1838

78 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1841

79 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 13 April 1844

80 page 142 Cornwall Chronicle 6 September 1845.
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the Longford Benevolent Society81 and a Grand Concert and
Ball to be held in the Campbeiltown Assembly Rooms”, are

all a part of the "country" circulation picture.

Rivalry between colonial newspapers was intense and
debate over the size of a newspaper’s circulation was an
important facet of this rivalry. Statements such as "by
the end of the next quarter, the circulation of the
Chronicle will reach 2,300 copies...by far exceeding that

8 that

of any two journals published in this Colony",
the circulation "exceeds that of either of our local
contemporaries" and that the town circulation is "upwards

of three hundred copies"84 are examples of the rivalry.

The debate increased in intensity once the Examiner

appeared on the scene in March 1842. The suggestions by
the newcomer that its circulation might be larger than

the Chronicle was described by the latter as "an
atrocious...falsehood"%. The Cornwall Chronicle

believed that its own subscribers list equalled "at

least, and we believe exceeds, those of the Examiner, the

Launceston Advertiser and the Teetotal Advocate."®® The

81 column 6 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 4 April 1840

82 column 3 page 5 Cornwall Chronicle 12 September 1840

83 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 18 January 1841

84 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1842

85 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 16 September 1843

86 op cit
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following Saturday’s paper provided the evidence: The

Chronicle 800, the Advertiser 200, the Advocate 80, the

Examiner 350.°%

The rivalry issue revealed that opposition to the
Cornwall Chronicle could haye positive repercussions,
especially in terms of enlarging the readership. 1In
November 1844 it was claimed that the circulation of the
paper has increased daily since those opposing it had

begun their campaign.88

The number of subscribers a newspaper had was an
important issue in terms of potehtial revenue. From 16
October 1844, the following line appeared on the front
page, "THE CIRCULATION OF THE CHRONICLE IS CONSIDERABLY
GREATER THAN ANY PAPER PUBLISHED IN THE COLONY - AND IS
THREEl TIMES THE NUMBER OF THE OTHER LAUNCESTON PAPERS
UNITED - THUS CONSTITUTING THE BEST MEDIUM FOR
ADVERTISING." This was an acknowledgment of the direct
link between the paper’s circulation and its advertising

potential.

The Cornwall Chronicle had an overseas audience as well.

Orders were received from Sydney, New Zealand, South

Australia and Port Phillip, but conditions stated that

87 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 23 September 1843

88 column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 13 November 1844
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half of the subscription had to be paid in advance or a
reference for payment in Launceston would need to be
provided.89 Commanders of vessels berthed at Launceston
were advised that when leaving the port they would be
given free copies of the local papers.90 Notification

that the Cornwall Chronicle was regularly filed with Mr P

L Simmonds in London, the agent for the Colonial and
foreign newspapers, ensured the likelihood of a wider

. 91
readership.

Subscribers were likely to receive their papers late,
irregularly or perhaps not at all. While the paper was
sold from the printing office in George Street and later
from Charles Street, country readers would rely on a
"trusty messenger to deliver newspapers a few miles out

? fThe Post Office, under the control of a

of town."’
Director-General with the passing of a Postal Act in
1832, was responsible for the delivery of newspapers as
well as letters. 1In 1834 it cost one penny to send a
newspaper and letters sixpence a half ounce. Non

delivery of newspapers by the Post Office occurred and

cs s 93 . . .
was criticised. However, Post Office officials were

89 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 April 1841

20 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 June 1840

o page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 3 January 1844

72 column 3 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 25 July 1835

’3 column 5 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 11 July 1840
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not the only ones to blame. Robert Bambridge, employed to
deliver the paper, hadn’t done so. 1In fact he hadn’t
been near the printing office for three weeks! An excess

of alcohol was presumed to be the cause.”’

While there is nothing to indicate what percentage of
Cornwall Chronicle readers were females, there is little
evidence that the paper might have catered for such a

special readership anyway. The Australian commented in

1845 that it considered the Sydney newspapers to be too
commercial to appeal to female readers and it proposed
enlarging the paper to include literature, art and
science.’® Contributions from these disciplines did not
appear regularly in the pages of the Chronicle until the
appearance of a more sophisticated looking newspaper in
1845. One female subscriber, declaring it to be "an
unusual circumstance for a lady to address you"%, but
knowing the Cornwall Chronicle "to be open to all
parties"”'wrote to the editor. Her concern was the fact
that the Post Office had been closed when a ship had just
arrived and she had been forced to wait an hour to

receive her mail. The editor took her side.

94 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 October 1840

i G. Nadel, Australia’s Colonial Culture, Ideas, Men

and Institutions in Mid-nineteenth Century Eastern Australia,
(Cambridge, Mass, 1957), page 243

26 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 December 1842

27 op cit
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The Examiner had very definite ideas about the Cornwall
Chronicle’'s readers, considering them to be those who

"are more likely to steal than purchase articles
advertised for sale" and suggested that "our friends"
ought to "keep their doors fast after dark."’® The

Examiner had implied in its columns that the Chronicle

cheated by taking advertisements from its pages and not

charging for them.”’

%8 column 1 page 217 Cornwall Chronicle 21 March 1846

99 ibid
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1.3 - MATTERS FINANCIAL

Financial concerns dominated the life of the colonial
newspaper. It was important for a colonial newspaper to
make a profit - or at least not to get into debt,
otherwisé the paper might be taken over or simply fold.
"The founders of newspapers, especially weekly papers,
were often men of modest capital, and they remained

so."% A notice in the Cornwall Chronicle asked for

subscriptions to assist Andrew Bent, "the founder of the
Tasmanian Press",.in setting up a business in Sydnéy.101
He "died in utter destitution in Sydney.having vainly

tried to establish a paper and printing business" .

The editor of the Cornwall Chronicle, William Lushington

Goodwin, was declared bankrupt in 1842.

The establishment and running costs of a newspaper were
considerable. Capital would be invested in fixed assets
such as an office, the printery, the press and the type.
Money was also needed to buy paper and other printing

‘requisites, and to pay the wages of the staff. Printing

100 R. B. Walker, The Newspaper Press in New South

Wales 1803-1920, (Sydney, 1976), page 47

101 column 1 page 475 Cornwall Chrqnicle 20 June 1846

102 J. Woodberry, Andrew Bent, (Hobart, 1872), page 134
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was traditionally a well-paid, skilled trade.

Advertisements for Cornwall Chronicle staff, such as a

03

reporter1 , & copperplate printerm4, and either one

. 105
or two compositors

appeared in the pages of the paper from time to time.

One such notice, on this occasion for a "good pressman,"

6

added that the "highest wages in the colony“10 would be

paid. Employees were not always reliable however: "no

drunkard need apply" for the vacancy of compositor107

and a later advertisement stated that a "sober compositor

08

may obtain constant employment."1 A caricaturist,

"who is competent to prepare his work for the wood

engraver", was advertised for in April 1841.1%

Presumably one was found because the supplement to the

Chronicle of 24 December contained a caricature titled "A

Liberal Proposition."110

1841

103 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1835
2 > 2

column page Cornwall Chronicle 12 March 1842
104 column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 18 November 1843
105 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1835
column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 4 July 1840
column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 August 1840
(two positions)
column 6 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1845

106 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 22 July 1843

107 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1835

1% column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 20 May 1843

109 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 10 April 1841

110 page 1 Supplement to Cornwall Chronicle 24 December

pége



The original charge for the Cornwall Chronicle from the

14th of February 1835 was thirteen shillings per quarter
for a subscription or only ten shillings if paid for in
advance. Single copes were one shilling. When the paper
was first published twice weekly, between October 1840
and January 1841, there was no additional charge to
subscribers. "The less wealthy portion of this

community" had supported the Cornwall Chronicle and thus

enabled the pfice of the paper to be reduced from one
shilling to sixpence from the 2 October 1840 edition.''
If paid for in advance a quarter’s subscription cost six

shillings and sixpence. By way of comparison, the

Colonial Times charged subscribers ten shillings per

quarter in 1835, as did The Examiner in 1842.

Readers could only withdraw their subscription at the end
of a quarter. It was probably unlikely that a subscriber
would pay in advance, sometimes they didn’t pay at all.
"The art of extracting arrears was the most necessary

12 Disgruntled

skill of newspaper management."1
subscribers might let the editor know that they wished to
discontinue their subscriptions and ask to have an

account sent.'!? Perhaps this was preferable to not

column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1840
R. B. Walker, op cit, page 52

column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 9 October 1840



being paid at all! On a brighter note however, was the

keen reader who, having shared the cost of the Cornwall

Chronicle subscription with his neighbour, now intended

to take out his own.''*

If subscriptions were overdue it was usual for a notice
to be inserted in the paper, often for two successive

15
On one such

weeks, asking for payment to be made.’
occasion the tenor and tone was more impassioned than
usuai. The paper "respectfully and earnestly" begged all
subscribers to settle their debts. "We can assure our
subscribers that the amount of ready money outlay in a
printing establishment is no joke, for there is,

literally speaking, "The Devil to Pay"".116

On another occasion, country subscribers (were they more
tardy than their urban counterparts in paying their
bills?) who had not paid for the last three, four, five
or even six years were advised that they would no longer
be sent accounts, and those who had not paid for more
than three years, would no longer receive the paper.
This notice concluded by stating that claims for

17

outstanding debts exceeded two thousand pounds.1 In

114 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 October 1838

115 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 31 August 1839

116 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 February 1840

17 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 24 October 1840
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spite of this debt, between October 1840 and January 1841
the paper was published twice weekly at no extra cost to
the subscriber. Although no explanation was given for
the return to a weekly publication, a notice in the paper
of 23 January 1841 which stated that "we earnestly
solicit the payment of accounts due to this journal”lm,
suggests that the reasons for the demise of the Wednesday
edition may well have been financial. By October of that

year however, the price per paper had been reduced to

sixpence.

Goodwin’s inability to recoup the outstanding debt may
well have been the beginning of his slide into
insolvency. Early in 1842 the paper and printing
establishment were advertised for sale.'' Having learnt
from experience.of the difficulties in securing unpaid
debts, management was later to exercise more caution.
Country subscribers were advised that only those who paid

a quarter in advance would be sent the paper.ln

If subscribers were a financial risk for the newspaper
then advertisers offered greater prospects for raising

révenue. From the first edition of the Cornwall

Chronicle in 1835 advertisers were charged three

column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 23 January 1842
column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 5 February 1842

column 1 page 66 Cornwall Chronicle 2 August 1845



- advertiser would be charged.

shillings and sixﬁence for twelve lines and under, and
three pence for every line above twelve per each
insertion. All advertisements were to be paid for at the
time of insertion. Rates were reduced to two shillings
and sixpence for twelve lines and under, and remained at
three pence for every additional line above twelve, in

January 1842. Advertisers were asked to be specific

" about the number of times the advertisement was to

appear, otherwise it would continue to be printed and the
121 phis was one way of

reducing the two thousand pound debt!

On occasions, news items might be held over until the
next issue, or "unavoidably omitted in consequence of a
press of advertisements. "?? Similarly, in April 1841,
"we are unavoidably compelled to omit all our local
information" because there had been "an influx of

. 123
advertisements."

Some editions of the paper consisted almost entirely of

% A growth in the supply and demand of

. 1
advertisements.
goods and services to meet the needs of an increasing and

more broadly based population ensured a ready marketplace

1840

12 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1841

122 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 16 January 1836

123 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 April 1841

124 pages 1, 2, 3 & 4 Cornwall Chronicle 5 September
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for the newspaper'’s advertisements.

Another way of raising revenue was for the printing
office to use its fixed assets for other purposes. Bills
of Lading, Log Books, Annual Returns of Assigned
Servants, Applications For Aséigned Servants, Bills of
Exchange, Promissory Notes and Inventories were available

from the Cornwall Chronicle office and "every description

of Letter-press Printing, (was) executed with neatness

5

and despatch".12 By 1840 the Cornwall Chronicle office

was advertising additional skills such as copperplate

printing, book binding and copper plate engraving 126

Additional revenue would have been received from the
insertion of Government Gazette material. The quantity
of gazette material varied from issue to issué: from only
one or two columns to the whole of the back pageu7.

The Cornwall Chronicle also published, under the
authority of the Caveat Board, the notices for claims to
grants of land from January 1841 onwards. Articles were
taken straight from the columns of overseas or other
colonial newspapers and sometimes this.amounted to more

than half the copy. Thus the newspaper proprietor was

spared the expense of hiring reporters and moreover, did

125 column 5 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 15 August 1835

126 column 7 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 25 January 1840

127

page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 27 February 1840
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not have to pay royalties.

Matters of principle took precedence over financial
concerns however: “"Neither labour nor expense will be

28 The option of

spared in carrying out our design."1
publishing a Wednesday edition containing only
advertisements was mooted, but considered to be
inappropriate because "the publication of a mere
advertising sheet would not increase our means for the

. . . . . 129
dissemination of other information."

128 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 January 1846

129 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 8 August 1843
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1.4 THE COLONIAL EDITOR

William Lushington Goodwin arrived in Sydney in 1831 as

Master of the convict ship Kains after a long and

eventful journey from England. Passengers, crew and
Master endured storms and mutiny, as well as shortages of
food and water. Able seaman Charles Picknell kept a
diary of the voyage: his picture of Master Goodwin is
not flattering. Unequal treatment, floggings and forcing
the strikiné crewmen "back to their duty with a

0

mallet"!®® were some of Picknell’s comments.

The Kains’ misfortunes did not end there. Her first

attempt to sail from Sydney to Launceston in June 1831
forced her back after a severe storm. The ship was
damaged and two crew members were lost overboard. With
her second attempt, leaQing Sydney in September, the
Kains was becalmed in Whirlpool Reach of the Tamar River
on October 20. Her keel struck a sunken rock, carrying
away her sternpost and rudder and she was run ashore a
wreck. Goodwin had experienced first hand the perils of

navigating the Tamar River and as editor of the Cornwall

Chronicle he repeatedly called for improvements to be

130 C Bateson, The Convict Ships 1787-1868, (Glasgow,

1969), page 245
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made to its safety. The wreck of the ship was sold for
three hundred and thirty pounds, "roofed over so that she
resembled a veritable Noah’s Ark and was used as a

store."131

It is. unclear why Goodwin remained in Launceston after
the shipwreck. He acted as the Honorary Secretary of the
Tasmanian Society in Launceston in 1832 and in the same
year unsuccessfully applied for the position of Port
Officer at George Town. In January 1835, together with
William Mann, Goodwin took over the Independent newspapér

and on the 14 of February the Cornwall Chronicle began.

By the second issue, Goodwin was acknowledged as the

editor and later became printer and publisher as well.

While it may be argued that, as a colonial editor,
Goodwin enjoyed a privileged position "as the self-
conscious mediator of newspaper policy and public
opinion"ln, that privilege had its price. But since
Goodwin saw his role as one who acted in good faith for
the colony’s betterment, he was prepared to defend any
policy or opinion that he might pursue. "We care nothing
33

to suffer, for doing our duty will be our pleasure"1 p

maintained the Cornwall Chronicle. This comment referred

131 H. Button, op cit, page 136

132 D. Cryle, The Press in Colonial Queensland, (St.

Lucia, 1989) page 2

133 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 November 1835
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to Henry Melville having to stand trial for "expressing

. .. 134
his opinion".

A libel case against. a newspaper editor was commonplace
during thié period. Bates (a dispenser)135 vs Goodwin
and W S Button (proprietor of the Examiner) vs

Goodwin'*® were two such céses. However it was the case
brought against Goodwin by Matthew Curling Friend that
sparked the most controversy and which remained an issue

in the newspaper for the longest period of time.

Lt Matthew Curling Friend, RN, was the Port Officer at
George Town, having arrived in the colony at Hobart, as

Commander of the Wanstead in April 1830. Henry Button

described him as "somewhat eccentric" but "of a kindly,

37

genial disposition".1 In January 1838, the Cornwall

Chronicle published an anonymous letter concerning the

. . 138
behaviour of prisoners at George Town.

The specific
reference was to one of the Port Officer’s signalmen who,
although charged with committing an unnatural act and

sentenced to a chaingang, was still roaming about the

134 Henry Melville was found guilty of contempt of court

and imprisoned for publishing "A Comment on the Action of the
Supreme Court in the Case of R. Bryan" in November 1835.

135 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle September 14 1839

136 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 January 1843

137 H. Button, op cit, page 94

138 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 January 1838
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streets. The complication was that the Port Officer was
also the Resident Magistrate, not an uncommon state of
affairs in a colony where there were too few public
officers to fill the public offices. Two weeks later, the
editor announced the Port Officer’s intention to take
action against the paper and the paper’s willingness to
139

pledge that what was published was the truth.

Goodwin hoped for a public investigation.

The case was a drawn out one and initially, Goodwin was
acquitted on a technicality. A reprinted item from the

Colonial Times, titled "Mr Goodwin’s Acquittal - Liberty

of the Press" described how Goodwin was greeted and
cheered by a crowd of well wishers when he arrived back

“ after his victory. The matter was not

in Launceston"!
over however. At the second trial for libel, Goodwin had
to - pay four hundred pounds damages. To add to the
controversy, the Port Officer’s wife died during this
trial. Goodwin was "distinctly charged ... with the
death of Mrs Friend" and referred to as "an English
bulldog" from the pulpit of St John’s Church by the Rev

Dr W H Browne, Chaplain of the Episcopal Church.'*

Towards the end of 1841, because of ill health, Goodwin

139 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 20 January 1838

140 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 June 1838

1 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 October 1838
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announced his intention to dispose of the newspaper, the

2

printing office and the exchange14 . A notice to let

the unfurnished apartment over the Exchange appeared the
143

following month ~. Goodwin was'moving to his farm to

live. Thé same edition of the Cornwall Chronicle asked

all those who owed money to a shipwright business,
formerly managed by Goodwin, now managed by Thomas Scott,

4 rThis begs a number of questions.

to pay their debts.’
Was Goodwin the owner of the business and was he, in
fact, hoping to sell his businesses for financial rather

than health reasons?

In January 1842 it was the paper’s debtors who were asked
to settle their accounts as quickly as possible,
otherwise "we shall be driven to the necessity of

145 The

disposing of the little property we possess."
following Saturday’s edition was able to inform readers
that Gleadow, the lawyer, obtained and got‘a "Speedy
Execution against us" and so the paper had been relieved

46

of its obligation to him.’ The reprieve was short

lived however.

142 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 November 1841

143 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 18 December 1841

144 column 6 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 18 December 1841

145 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1842

146 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 8 January 1842
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The paper and printing establishment were advertised for

147

sale in February 1842. The sale of Goodwin'’s

household and other goods was subsequently listed as
well, since he was "retiring from business".'*®

Furniture, books, one pair of carriage mares, the cutter
~yacht Victoria and one thousand tons of firewood were to
be sold first. Following these items, the newspaper,
plant and material, and then the Commercial and

Agricultural Exchange would be offered.

Goodwin’s insolvency notice was included in the 2 April

1842 number’?’. It had come at an awkward time because

the Examiner had commenced business just a few weeks

. 150 ‘ . '
earlier and was already creating "unprovoked and

PR 151
gross scurrility".

In spite of the difficulties encountered, Editor Goodwin
was able to comment optimistically on the year 1842.

"The Chronicle has been established now nearly nine

years, during which period we do not recollect having

152

been for one week absent from our duty." The

147 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 5 February 1842

148 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 19 February 1842

149 column 7 pége 3 Cornwall Chronicle 2 April 1842

130 The Examiner was first published on 12 March 1842.

151 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March 1842

132 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 31 December 1842
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colonial editor was relentless in his pursuit of

principles.

Following Goodwin’s bankruptcy the Cornwall Chronicle

continued with him as editor. The businéss had been
bought at public auction by John Cameron, but by 1847,

. . 153
Goodwin was once again the owner.

Goodwin mellowed. In 1854 he became an alderman of the
.Launceston City Council and the following year was
elected to the Legislative Council as the member for
Cornwall. 1In 1857 he became the Coroner forvGeorge Town
and he died there in 1862. He had bought the house,
known as "The Grove", that had previously belonged to

Port Officer Friend. The Examiner’s notice of his death

described him as "an old colonist . . . who occupied

prominent positions as a Journalist, Magistrate, Alderman

and Legislator."154

153 from Bicheno’'s confidential reply of 10 November

1847 to Earl Grey’'s despatch of 9 February 1847, Tasmanian
Historical Research Association Paper and Proceedings, Volume
3, (Hobart, 1954) page 88

154 column 5 page 5 Examiner 7 August 1862
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1.5 RIVAL NEWSPAPERS

"One distinctive aspect of 19th century authorship waé a
polemical tradition which operated simultaneously against
goverhment offiéials and other newspaper editors. ">
Rivalry between newspapers was the reflection of a
society in which a range of political, social, religious
and economic schools of thought were represented.
Newspapers rivalled each other for subscribers, for
advertisers and for their right and ability to publish
their own interpretation of the truth. For West, it was
a rivalry between "recklessness of statement and

> An essential ingredient of

roughness of diction."’
this rivalry was the regular criticism of each others

columns.

The Cornwall Chronicle targeted papers from Hobart Town
as well as from Launceston. The Hobart Town Courier was

criticised first of all for being "the paid organ of_the

. 157
government" .

Some months later, the point at issue
was the Courier considering itself to be the only Van

Diemen’s Land paper that was neither oppressive nor

155 D. Cryle, op cit, page 2

136 J. West, The History of Tasmania, edited by A. G. L.

Shaw, (London, 1971), page 135

157 page 2 column 1 Cornwall Chronicle 27 June 1835.
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slanderous'®®: this comment was made the day after the
papet had been tried for libelling a "respectable
colonist"'®®. The Observer was criticised for
continually presenting the government in a good light:
"much more creditable to the local government is our

occasional dissent from its measures" wrote the Cornwall

60

Chronicle.’ It was rivalry of a different sort

however when the Hobart Town True Colonist criticised the
Chronicle. The former was told to stick to his "own side

of the island", and reminded that "this side of the
island will soon match Hobart in the scale of mercantile

importance and agricultural fertility."161

The Advertiser, "Our Dictatorial Contemporary",mzhad
been a rival of the Cornwall Chronicle since the latter’s

establishment. Button described these two newspapers as

being "always at war" and he considered this

63

"journalistic controversy" to be "degrading".1 West

however, was more generous when describing the rivalry:

138 page 2 column 2, Cornwall Chronicle 19 December 1835

159 J T Gellibrand, Attorney General, was the

respectable colonist 1libelled by Dr J Ross, editor of the
Courier

1836

160 columns 2, 3 & 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 30 Jdiy

1%lc0lumn 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 January 1838

162 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 March 1835

163 H. Button, op cit, page 100
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"the spirit of contention was promoted by the peculiar

fabric of society.“164

The Chronicle’'s financial difficulties provided its
rivals with plenty of ammunition and gave the Advertiser
the opportunity to make the most out of publishing a
letter from a creditor of the Chronicle who hoped the
paper would soon be sold so that he could get his

165
money.

The Examiner commenced operation in March 1842. James

Aikenhead, founder and manager of the Launceston Savings
Bank, printer James Waddell and the Reverend John West

were the forces behind it. The Cornwall Chronicle’s

initial comments included an expectation that the

. . . 166
Examiner’s existence would be short lived.

Goodwin went so far as to imply that the Examiner was
responsible for the Chronicle’s financial difficulties:

"we are taunted with being in momentary pecuniary
difficulties, which Button and the registered proprietor
167

of the "Examiner" alone compelled us to submit to."

Described as a "positive nuisance", the Examiner had been

established to serve the "ambition of a sect, the

164 J. West, op cit, page 135

163 column 2 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 8 April 1843

166 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March 1842

167 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 January 1843
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interest of a caste and to establish sectarian

68

domination".’ The fact that the Examiner represented

different interests to the Chronicle strengthened the
rivalry and made it more bitter. The Examiner’s
association with both the Mechanic’s Institute and the
Cornwall Insurance Company for example, received frequent
commentary in the pages of the Cornwall Chronicle. The
Insurance Company’'s clerk, James Aikenhead, was the
nominal proprietor of the paper, and according to the

Chronicle did not want to make the connection public._l69

The Chronicle did not think that it was in the interests

of the shareholders for the connection to continue.

When "Thé Lying Examiner"'’’ suggested that the Cornwall
Chronicle had not tendered for the publication of the

Caveat Notices, but had negotiated privately with the
government instead, the latter retaliated by publishing

details of the tender notice, the Chronicle’'s letter

applying to advertise the claims to grants of land, and
the letter from the Commissioner’s Office which

acknowledged that the Cornwall Chronicle had won the

71

tender.’ There was rivalry between the two papers

168 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March 1842

169 columns 2, 3, 4 and 5 Cornwall Chronicle p 2 19
November 1842

170 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 January 1843

171 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 January 1843
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over the number of subscribers as well, since the

Examiner claimed that its circulation exceeded that of

172
any newspaper.

The Cornwall Chronicle could not pass
up the opportunity to comment yet again; this time

because "a discarded reporter" of the Chronicle, Mr Henry

Joseph Strickland, had gone to the "debased

, 173
Examiner".

In terms of the rivalry between these two Launceston
newspapers what is the more interesting fact: that the

Cornwall Chronicle survived for as long as it did in the

face of strong and relentless opposition or that it was

the Examiner that eventually took over the Chronicle in

18807

There was a place for a more congenial rivalry as well.

When the Cornwall Chronicle received copies of two, new

Hobart Town journals, the Observer and the Herald, best

4

wishes were the order of the day.'’* After all) Editor

Goodwin considered a war of words to be "a harmless war,

175
a newspaper war ... even more harmless."

172 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 16 September 1843

173 column 3 page 226 Cornwall Chronicle 4 October 1845

174 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 June 1845

175 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 24. June 1837
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PART 2 COLONIAL SOCIETY

Van Diemen’s Land society was hierarchical: the
divisions within that society were clearly marked and
reinforced by the colony’s penal nature. Moreover, since
the population was relatively small, jealousy, rivalry
and gossip were commonplace. Launceston was "possibly
less class conscious than Hobart Town, where there was

the Government House set."176

A Government cottage,
seldom used by the Governor, was located in Launceston

beyond Tamar Street, on the outskirts of the town.

While the colonial society was a reflection of British
customs, standards and préctices, efforts to entertain
were viewed as poor imitations. A celebration held in
Launceston to mark Queen Victoria’s birthday was loudly
criticised for the "wretched meanness displayed in the
entertainment" and the lack of food and drink. The
celebration in Hobart the previous month, was, likewise,
a mean affair and provided "the sort of fare that you

would not place before your servants. "’

176 L Robson, A History of Tasmania Volume 1,

(Melbourne, 1983), page 176

177 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 June 1840
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The land grant policies of the British government assured
both the creation and the maintenance of a landed-gentry
class in the Midlands, at Launceston’s backdoor. By the
1830s the best pastoral land had been occupied, with a
handful of families owning the majority of the

properties.

The period 1835 to 1847 was a time of change for the
colonial society. Although still dependent on convict
transportation, the colony received an increasing number
of free immigrants. A growing pbpulation demanded a
greater range of goods and an expansion, if not an
improvement, in services. Local institutions,
associations and societies emerged, or expanded, to cater
for a range of tastes and inﬁerests. The organisation of
occupation-based, benefit societies is one such example
and is seen as a precursor to the establishment of trade
unions.178 The columns of the Cornwall Chronicle

indicate both the development of goods, services,
institutions and associations, as well as the society’s

demand for them.

178 M. Quinlan, "Trade Unionism and Industrial Action in

Tasmania 1830-1850" in Tasmanian. Historical Research
Association Papers and Proceedings Volume 33, 1986, pages 8-31
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2.1 GOODS AND SERVICES

"In the mid-thirties and early forties, Launceston was
almost as important as Hobart as a trade centre."!”’

The developing colonies of Victoria and South Australia
provided a ready market for a range of Van Diemen’s Land

goods and services. The situations vacant in the

Cornwall Chronicle, for example, included positions

0

wanted for Port Phillip.18 The Brig Henry, the fast

sailing coppered schooner Sally Ann and the schooner John
Dunsc_omb181 were advertised as available either for

freight or charter for Port Phillip while the Giraffe and

the Hartley were bound for South Australia.'®

Moreover, Launceston’s proximity to the colony’s grain
producing areas meant that grain was exported from there
to the mainland and to England. There were a few wealthy
wholesale merchants, including J. Henty & Co, who were
responsible for the lion’s share of the trade. During

the 1843-4 season this firm handled about half of the

1840

179 R. M. Hartwell, op cit, page 163

180 columns 2 & 3 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 11 January

181 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 6 January 1838

182 .
op cit
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" total amount of wool exported from Launceston.'®

The Commercial and Agricultural Exchange reflected the
nature of the town’s commerce. A notice announcing its
esfablishment in Charles Street outlined the benefits
that it offered: a large room where auction sales could
be conducted, several meeting rooms, a register of ships’
arrivals and departures and copies of current
newspapers.184 The "Launceston Price Current and

General Trade List" appeared in the Cornwall Chronicle

from January 1843 and was a comprehensive collection of
inforﬁation relating to exports, imports, vessels and
share values. The export duties were listed: for example
all spirits from the United Kingdom or other British
possessions were charged a duty of nine shillings a
gallon. Imported goods as well as exports and their
prices were listed; charges for towing vessels; a list of
exchanges; lbcal joint stock companies, their share
numbers, value, present price and annual dividend; as
well as the quantity of spirits and tobacco that was on

hand, had been delivered and was in the bonded store.'®

Trading within and without the colony could be a

haphazard business. The colony neither produced nor

183 R. M. Hartwell, op cit, page 164

184 column 6 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 11 March 1839

185 columns 4-7 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 7 January 1843

60



. consumed a great quantity and "a large part of the
tremendous imports between 1836 and 1841 were speculative
consignments, which, on arrival, were immediately sold by

. . 186
public auction."

For example, a sale by auction by

Mr J C Underwood, included fifty chests of tea, twenty
thousand Manilla cigars, twenty five casks of beef, three
cases of stationery, but only a few excellent Westphalia

187
hans.

The range of goods advertised in the pages of the

Cornwall Chronicle increased between 1835 and 1847.

Cricket bats and quail shot, Teneriffe Wine and Window
glass, household furniture, pen, shop and pruning knives
and three hundred volumes of books indicate the
miscellaneous goods for sale'®® in 1835. By 1843, the
type of household furniture advertised was more elegant,
and such items as "superior damask fablecloths" as well

89

as table napkins and tray cloths were available.’ S A

Tegg advertised playing cards, perfumery, india rubber

. . . . . . 190
rings for infants, ivory pincushions and cigar cases.

186 R. M. Hartwell, op cit, page 166

187 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 20 January 1840

188 columns 3, 4, 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 11 April

1835

189 columns 1 & 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March

1843

190 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1845
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The goods offered for sale were predominantly from
overseas: an indication of the strength of the colony'’s
trade links with the wider world as well as its reliance
on imported goods. Advertisements of 3 April 1841
included Mauritius sugar, Derby cheese, Durham mustard
and Irish butter,.191 but some years earlier "FRESH
BUTTER ... regularly supplied from one of the best

192 had been advertised.

Dairies in the Colony"
‘An economic depression, the result of such factors as
speculative land sales, government neglect, excessive
imports, the inéfficiencies of the probation system, bank
actions and boor seasons in the colony, had deepened by
1842. Times were difficult: those who had become

93

insolvent had the details recorded in the paper.1 The

Cornwall Chronicle’'s reflections on that particular year,
published in January 1843, sounded a cautious note about
" the effects of the depression. Trade and commerce must
revive and "slbwly but surely public confidence will be

194
restored."

There was also the hope that the colony
would be able to produce goods that were currently being

imported.

191 columns 5 & 6 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 3 April 1841

192 column 4 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 14 August 1835

193 column 7 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1842

194 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 17 January 1843
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References to using locally manufactured produce195 were
made in response to the Governor’s comment, at the
Midlands Agricultural Show, concerning the advantages to
be gained if colonies used their own resources,
especially in the production of butter, bacon and beer.

The Cornwall Chronicle suggested offering premiums to

those who could produce articles to compete with, or
better, imported ones. However; the editor was not sure
how acceptable this might be to the colonists because
"Englishmen are not easily weaned from their confirmed
habits", especially since the local beer, in particular,
was not very good. This sentiment waslechoed the
following year: the manufacture of soap in the colony
meant less reliance on imported goods and was

196 peference was also made to the public

commended.
meeting that had voted a petition be sent to Parliament
asking for the abolition of duty on Tasmanian wheat. The

next month the Cornwall Chronicle reprinted an item from
the Hobart Town Courier which reported a Hobart Town

meeting held to protest about an increase in the tax
levied on sugar and tea and other goods that were

imported into the colony.197

The economic problems persisted. Although people were

198 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 30 October 1844

196 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 January 1845

197 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 26 January 1845
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leaving the colony, business was still being conducted
and this was perceived as an optimistic note in an

°®  Editor Goodwin

otherwise gloomy economic picture.1
again urged the colonists to support locally produced
goods: M. Williams’ piano fortes were acknowledged as

. . . 199
being a superior article.

While some notiées and advertisements appeared regularly
in the paper, others were for services that were
available on a seasonal basis. The notices which
advertised horses, called "Entiré Horses", for example,
usually appeared invthe paper between September and
March. The Cornwall district had bred some very good -
race horses from imported stock: the Archers, the Lords
and the Hentys were noted breeders. The advertisements
told where and when the particular horse would stand, its
breeding and the cost, for examplé, five gﬁineas per
mare. Seventeen horses were advertised in one particular
issue of the paper.200 Term dates for schools were
another seasonal notice. The early January issues of the
paper notified readers when schools were resuming after

the Christmas break.201

198 columns 1 & 2 page 737 Cornwall Chronicle 26

September 1846

199 column 2 page 263 Cornwall Chronicle 4 April 1846

200 column 2 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 26 September 1840

201 column 4 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1841
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The broadening of the range of goods for sale was
accompanied by a more sophisticated way of advertising.
The language used was more persuasive, there was greater
variety in the lettering and layout and an element of
humour was included. The advertisement for Parrs Life
Pills, for example, showed a picture of Mr Parr, aged one
hundred and fifty two, being presented to King

Charles®’?’. A different type of advertisement, eye-
catching and original, appeared in February 1846. It was
headed "New Years Gift for 1846 at Joseph Nathan'’s
Elizabeth Street" and commanded everyone to attend a
court "of our well beloved subject Joseph Nathan" to see
the "cheapness of drapery, hardware, earthenware,
hosiery, glassware". The advertisement was signed "Henry
Verycheap, George Makewell and James wearwell".**’Later
that year appeared another original advertisement. GF
Goble had taken out a full page advertisement fer goods
available at his sale rooms. Headed "Sacrificing", the
advertisement consisted of four columﬁs of goods for
sale, from "ships cabooses " to "samples of new goods":
every word in the advertisement began with the letter
"s", "Spectators, Storekeepers, Settlers, Sailors,
Simpletons, Soldiers, Successfully,vStrenuously,

04

Succinctly, Submissively, Supplied."2 The subscribers

202 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 15 October 1843

203 column 2 page 99 Cornwall Chronicle 4 February 1846

204 page 655 Cornwall Chronicle 26 August 1846
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must surely have found this an intriguing and novel

advertisement.

In the early years of the paper, "Fashion" was not
included as a specific section. "Materials and garments
were listed in advertisements for local merchants, like
Mr J A Eddie, who announced muslins and silk stockings
for sale by auction’® or Sinclair and Newton who
advertised a long list pf items for sale at the

% Ccustomers outside the town were also catered

Wharfs.’
for. Mr B Francis ran another long'adve:tisement for the
inhabitants of Campbelltown and Ross. There were
"trowsers", shirts, ladies’ shawls and children’s braided
dresses for sale’®’. Just prior to Christmas 1839, J G
Reid advertisedAa range of "fresh goods ex Indian"
including cloth, rich satin, Lisle lace, Brussels lace

. collars with ribbons, a wide range of haberdashery and
long black and white ladies gloves. The Misses Bolger,

08 .
, as well as Miss Capon,

Milliners and Dressmakers’
both doing business in Brisbane Street, could be employed
by the ladies of Launceston to create the latest

fashions. Miss Capon was also in the business of "making

20 column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 20 February 1836

206 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March 1836

207 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 17 February 1838

208 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 20 February 1836
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stays and corsetts of the most fashionable kind".2?% By

March 11 of 1837 a notice announced that her workplace
had been moved to a house "nearly opposite the Cornwall
Hotel" where business would be carried on as usual and
hopefully the better accommodation would see an increase
in customers. Another Milliner and Dressmaker, Miss
Robertson of number 4 St John Street gave notice of her
business: the fact that she was "late of Madame Girau'’s,
London" may have enhanced her reputation with the

1 Miss Midgley, on the corner of

Launceston ladies.?

Brisbane and TamarlStreets, also offered her services as

both milliner and dressmaker. "Long experience, together

with moderate charges" was her advertising line and, with

the "latest Paris and London fashions", as well as "some
11

handsome India decca work for sale"? , her

advertisement sounded very appealing.

As the town grew in size so did the appearance of other
nqtices catering for a more sophisticated audience. The
ladies of Launceston could be wearing the May London and
Paris fashions, included in the paper of 13 September
1845 under the heading of "Fashions". "Scarfs of the
arab or algerine style are also fashionable, with wide

stripes of different colours: they are usually of very

2% column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 1 October 1836

210 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 13 March 1840

211 column 5 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 12 August 1843
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thick, soft silk...collars are worn quite high to the
throat, with plain guimpe if the dress is high, but

embroidered guimpe for a low dress. "??

The pages of the Cornwall Chronicle reveal Launceston to
be a dangerous and uncomfortable place in which to live
during the 1830s and 40s. The recurring editorial
comments were paragraphs that referred to the
inadequacies of local services. Criticism of the police,
or the state of the roads, perhaps the footpaths, maybe
the street lighting, sometimes the Post Office,
ffequently the navigational safety of the river and
invariably the town's water supply, were part of the

weekly copy.

"Almost surrounded by rivers and with water underfoot,
Launceston faced the paradox that she lacked water. 23
The town’s water supply was always a problem because it

was either inadequate or non-existent. Consequently it
was a popular topic for discussion in the Cornwall
Chronicle during the period under review. Governor
Arthur’s proposals of 1836 for a scheme to supply the
town with water were commenced, but abandoned after-
considerable expensé and loss. However, this was only

one of a number of failed and costly schemes. The paper

212

1845

213

column 1 page 154 Cornwall Chronicle 13 September

L S Bethell, op cit, page 136
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was critical of the iack of action about bringing water
from the Cataract into Launceston®'®. Nine years later,
the issue was still taking up newspaper space: an item
referred to the proposal to establish a company to supply

13 Between 1835 and 1839

Launceston with water?
articles on the subject of Launceston’s water supply
appeared forty three times, either as letters to the
editor (on occasions up to two columns in length) or as
editorial comment. Extracts from overseas newspapers

were also included to add weight to the argument. An

item reprinted from the Liverpool Mail and titled "Pure

Water", elaborated on the value of water, saying that the
introduction of a pure water supply to a locality should

6

be the work of the community.21 When the Governor

indicated his willingness to receive plans for the laying

17

of water into the town?!’, the Cornwall Chronicle urged

local tradesmen not to tender too high, otherwise the
contract may go to Hobart! It was not until the 1850s
however, that the issue of an adequaté water supply for
the town was satisfactorily addressed.

Other issues concerning health and hygiene also received

regular space in the pages of the Cornwall Chronicle.

1845

214 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 30 May 1835

215 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 28 November 1844

216 columns 3 & 4 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 8 January

2”, column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 January 1845
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The stench coming from an open drain near the
hospital218 was commented upon: the health of the
inhabitants was consequently disregarded according to the

219
newspaper. -

The threat of influenza was a very real

one for the inhabitants during December 1838 and January
1839. Reports of cases in Sydney caused the newspaper to
wonder what precautions were being taken concerning
vessels that might call into Launceston after having

berthed at‘Sydneyno.

The police were the most written about public servants in

the colony according to the pages of the Cornwall
Chronicle. In the first five years of the paper,

critical comments about the police personnel, "The Felon

Constabulary"221

, and the Police Act appeared regularly.
The editions for 1837 included forty seven references to
the police - that is, a comment on the police appeared in

almost every issue for that particular year.

In 1834 the Police Magistrate was Captain William
Lyttleton and the Chief Constable was Mr. Newton. The

Police Act, No 11 of 1833 had 69 clauses which "regulated

218 The hospital did not remain in the same location.

While Smythe’s map shows the hospital opposite the treadmill
in Patterson Street, by 1840 it had moved, more than once, and
was in Balfour Street. (from L.S. Bethell, op cit, page 109)

219 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 21 March 1840

220 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 15 December 1838

22 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 14 May 1836
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every phase of the townsfolks’ existence from daybréak to
curfew, and citizens had to walk delicately to avoid

. 222
transgression"”.

With only three men to assist the
Chief Constable, there were many complaints about both
police activity and inactivity. The officers might be
criticised for being over zealous: "To strain at a gnat
and swallow the camel" was the paper’s reference to the
police lurking about on Sundays in an effort to catch
dealers selling goods.223 Otherwise, they would be
criticised for failing to take'any actioh: Constable
Kennedy who, having been charged with burglary a month
before, still had been neither committed nor gaoled nor

discharged.224

The main point was however, that as a
member of the police force, Kennedy'shbuld not receive
any special treatment. There were complaints too, about
the quality of the force’s members since many of them
were ticket-of-leave convicts, and "in many cases the

authors of crime rather than its detectors."225

A section in the Cornwall Chronicle headed "Police
Intelligence" provided an insight into the activities of
the police. It included such things as the names of those

convicted and for what particular crimes, all written in

222 L. S. Bethell, op cit, page 100

223 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 8 February 1840

2 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 October 1837
L Robson, op cit, page 147
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c s s 226
a descriptive and entertaining manner.

The approach of winter 1844 was not looked upon
favourably because of the harsh conditions and the number

of "Vagabonds" who, it was anticipated, would arrive in

the town’?’. Presumably the vagabonds arrived, because,

later that year, the editor believed that "crime is

awfully on the increase amongst us...burglary, forgery,

highway robbery"22 . The Chief Constable had reported

that " there are not less than 40 or 50 atrocious and

case-hardened villains swarming about the streets. "*?’

In later years, Goodwin’s attitude towards the police
mellowed. Although a spate of robberies caused the
newspaper to inquire "Where are the police, and what are
they doing all this time?"zm, the tone was much less
accuSatory than previously. The inquiry as to their
whereabouts was tempered by the comment that "We have
generally found the police constables and their officers,

31

civil and willing to do their duty."2 This comment

1845

1845

226 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 9 December 1840

221 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 March 1844

228 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 November 1844

229 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 2 November 1844

230 column 2 page 352 Cornwall Chronicle 19 November

231 column 3 page 351 Cornwall Chronicle 293 November
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implies both an improvement in colonial services and a

less éritiCal editor.

By the 1830s and 40s, the system of roads that linked
Launcéston with surrounding towns was well established,
having been developed and extended during the previous
twenty or so years. The road between Hobart and
Launceston, for example, was commenced simultaneously
from the north and from Constitution Hill in the south in
1820. At the same time, subsidiary roads, such as those
from Launceston to Norfolk Plains, Launceston to George
Town and to Eyandale and St Leonards, were built. There
was always room for improvement however. Mr. James
Johnston of Longford wrote to thank those who had
supported his coach service, but added that the service
would be discontinued during the winter season. Apart
from the dreadful state of the roads, it was too
difficult to cross the river near Longford where the punt

had sunk: besides there was no road to the bridge.232

Editor Goodwih, once so critical of all that Governor
Arthur had done when in office, conceded that the
Governor did at leaét ensure that the roads were made,
and that whatever was undertaken was completed. The

Cornwall Chronicle asked the government to point out one

single line of road that had been completed since

232 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 9 May 1840
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. . . 2
‘a law to provide for this, received newspaper space.

33

Franklin became Governor.’ The following month, there

was more criticism: "This state of the streets is

disgraceful to the government".234

Repairing and cleaning the streets, and the necessity for
35

At one stage however, the streets had been in good
condition: "no little town in Englénd had better streets
than Launceston four years back, even if the footpaths
left a little to be desired"?**. Now however, the

Cornwall Chronicle maintained that no town in the world

would have streets in so dreadful a state of disrepair,

even though the footpaths had improved a little.

What made the streets hazardous, especially at night was
the lack of lighting. Taverns had lights out the front,
but pedestrians would have carried their own lanterns. An
editorial comment of November 1840, urged the provision
of street lamps because "at present parties are left to

grope their way as they best may."237

1845

1845

233 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 June 1840

234 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 July 1840

235 column 2 page 151 Cornwall Chronicle 13 September

236 column 2 page 156 Cornwall Chronicle 13 September

237 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 November 1840
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It was not just the condition of the roads and the

footpaths themselves that were a hazard. The Cornwall
Chronicle applauded the fact that the newly amended

Police Act, due to take effect from the first of August
1838, included a section that required owners to have

their dogs under control, otherwise they would be

238 239

fined. Reckless drivers careering at high Speed
and roaming, wild cattle were other obstacles the
pedestrians of Launceston might have to contend with.
The state of the footpaths was bad enough, but it was
made even worse when wheelbarrows used them. Since this
was against the law, the police ought to put a stop to
it 2%0

The perils of navigating the Tamar River, and the
apparént disinterest in improving the situation for
sailors and travellers, was another of the paper’s
regular themes. It was a subject very close to the heart
of Editor Goodwin, having been a victim of the hazardous
Tamar River himself. The second edition of the paper,
February 21 1835, contained five separate references to

41

the navigation of the Tamar River.? Considering the

volume of trade and the number of vessels that used the

238 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 July 1838

239 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 9 May 1840

240 column 1 page 263 Cornwall Chronicle 4 April 1846

241 Four items were in columns 2, 3 and 4 on page 2, and
the fifth item was in column 4 on page 3.
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river, as well as the inadequacies of the lighthouse, the
editor asked why the suggestions of the Committee that
had been set up to investigate the safe navigation of the

‘2 An editorial comment

Tamar had not been carried out.?
some eight years later referred to the dangerous state of
the river, the buoys and the beacons?*’ and in August of

the following year it was a reference to the inadequacies

of the piloting of the river’*‘.

The Postal Act of 1832 streamlined postal services: the
_number of post offices was increased and a coach, rather
than a postman on horseback, carried the mail between
Hobart and Launceston. Until 1836 the Post Office was
located at the corner of St John and York Streets. It
then moved to George Street next to the Union Bank. The
delays and inconveniences of this particular service were
the real point at issue. There were only two mail
deliveries per week from Launceston, one on Wednesday,
the other on Saturday. This, combined with a scarcity of
postmen, meant that some people had to rely on private
messengers to have their letters and newspapers

delivered. The Cornwall Chronicle wanted to see more

messengers employed by the Post Office, thus making it a

242 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 February 1835

243 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 May 1843

244 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 August 1844
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. s . . 245
more efficient and more convenient service. Some
years later, the non-delivery of the papers was for a

different reason. The Cornwall Chronicle suspected that

the convict messengers sold the papers and referred to
this as a "shameful breach of duty in the Post Office".
Only trustworthy individuals ought to be put in such
positions. The Launceston.Post Master, Mr Saint John
Browne had come under fire some months previously.
Complaints were made hourly and daily about him and the

Chronicle questioned his suitability for the position as

well as his ability to deal strictly with the

246
messengers.

The newspaper did not deny there was room for improvement
in the workings of the Post Office, but, at the same
time, acknowledged that there had been "every honest
attempt to improve the postal economy." This had led to

47

' . . . 2
a "proportionate increase in the revenue." The

Chronicle anticipated that a report of the Post Office

Commissioner’s visit, referred to earlier in the

year,?*® would soon be available and further

. 249
improvements would be made.

1836

243 columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle March 19

246 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 11 July 1840

247 column 1 page 391 Cornwall Chronicle 6 December 1845

248 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chroniclé 26 April 1845

249 column 1 page 391 Cornwall Chronicle 6 December 1845
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While the paper was critical of the services that
existed, this is more a reflection of the paper’'s
perception of its role as "a humble, though zealous

guardian of the public right"250

than of those particular
sefvices themselves. Given the administrative
restrictions, the nature and age of the colony and the
constraints of distance and topography it is perhaps the

more remarkable that these services existed at all and to

the extent that they did.

250 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1840
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2.2 PASTIMES AND ENTERTAINMENT

Dangerous, uncomfortable and, at times, unpredictable,
life in the town may have been but there was a range of
'pursuits that could be undertaken to help compensate for
the difficulties and unpleasantness of early colonial
life. The Regatta was one such diversion. A five line
- paragraph announced that it had taken place: "it drew
together a great concourse of people, and afforded

! 'The following week’s number

excellent amusement."’®
provided more detail. Whale boats, sail boats, gigs and
skiffs took part in the races which began at 3.00 pm.
"Altogether the amusement passed off very pleasantly, no
accidents occurred, and hilarity and good feeling were

the order of the day."”z

Editor Goodwin considered such a pastime to be a distinct
bonus to colonial society. He concluded the article by
noting that "we are fast becoming priest-ridden and
effeminate" and that "the proper exercise of the manly

attributes bestowed upon us" (such as those that could be

251 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 24 November 1838

232 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 December 1838
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pursued at a regatta) would be a distinct

improvement.253 Goodwin’s opinion of the place and
significance of a regatta to a community such as
Launceston, is again borne out in a short item in the
paper of the following June. The announcement of the
formation of the Tasmanian Regatta Society in Hobart town

prompted the Cornwall Chronicle to ask where the old

skippers were, because wasn’t it time that Launceston
started a similar society?254 The Regattas of the
following two years were similarly described: one as a

> and the other as

"truly national John Bull amusement "?*
a "national, truly English and manly amusement "2%¢,

This particular pastime was very much a reflectioﬁ of
English pursuits. The economic downturn of the 1840s put
the 1844 Regatta in jeopardy, a fact that the paper
lamented. It was hoped that the Governor, who had
contributed twenty pounds to the Regatta Committee in

Hobart, would do the same for Launceston.?”’

The theatre was a popular topic in the pages of the

Cornwall Chronicle during 1835, with both advertisements

and articles appearing regularly. There was plenty of

253 ibid
254 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 22 June 1839

255 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 January 1840

256 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 December 1842

257 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 20 November 1844
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variety for patrons in an evening’s entertainment at Mrs
Cameron’s theatre in Launceston. The performance of "The
Bandit of the Rhine" by E H Thomas, the first original
play to be written and presented in Australia was

258 Another evening’s entertainment began with

noted.
"the very popular drama of Charles the Twelfth or The
Siege of Stralsund", followed by a recitation by Mrs
Cameron, then Mrs Cameron singing the Dashing White
Sergeant and a duet by Messrs Jacob and Jordan. To
coﬂclude the évening there was a popular melodrama
written by "Mr Melville of Hobart Town". It was called"
The Bushrangers, and to add to the drama, theatre goers
would see a scenic view of "Molly York’s Night Cap at
Sunset", painted by Mr Gould "an eminent colonial artist

59

. 2 .
... done expressly for the occasion." This was a

uniquely Tasmanian addition to colonial culture.
Although notices and advertisements for Mrs Cameron’s

Theatre ceased to appear in the Cornwall Chronicle by mid

260 261

1836, both Mrs Clarke and Mr Jacob gave concerts

during that year.

By 1842 advertisements began to reappear for the theatre,

258 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 17 October 1835

259 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 November 1835

260 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 30 July 1836

column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 20 August 1836

261 between 3 September (column 3 page 3) and 22 October

1836 (column 5 page 3) six notices appeared in the Cornwall
Chronicle.
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this time for the Royal Olympic Theatre®®?, located in
the upper storey of the London tavern, at the corner of
St John and Cameron Streets. Troupes would arrive in
Launceston for a season and then return to Melbourne®®®.
During Race Week, March 1843, thé Theatre announced that
it would be open every night with a variety of

264
performances.

Comment on the theatre was not always favourable however.
One performance at the Olympic Theatre was compared to

that of a brothel !?®*

Such strong statements were
prompted by the apparent lack of appropriate seating for
families at the theatre and the obvious drunken stéte of
one of the actors. Criticised or not, the theatre still
ran its advertisement that same issue of the paper“s.
However, the drama and excitement was soon overlooked and

all was forgiven. A fortnight later the Cornwall
Chronicle’'s advice had been taken and the whole
situation, thevperformance and the seating were much more
respectable; indeed "some 20 persons were not admiﬁted to

the upper boxes last night." The paper concluded that

last night’s performance was the best they had seen at

262 column 4 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 8 January 1842

263 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 June 1845

264 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 18 March 1843

265 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 October 1843

266 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 7 October 1843
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the Olympic.267 The paper’s favourable opinion of the
theatre was enhanced with the veryvgenerous offer of Mr.
Coppin and his actors to give the proceeds of their
performance to the newly established Benevolent

Society268

The South Esk and the Tamar Cricket clubs were
established to providé for leisure activities and when
matches were played they were reported in the pages of
the Cornwall Chronicle. One match saw a team of married
men versus a team of single men..269

The "manly, rational and national amusement"?’® of
horseracing was another pastime. Notices for the races,
held either at Norfolk Plains,”lLaunceston272 or

273 appeared from the first issue of the paper in

Perth
1835. Race week of 1843 was a four day affair, and
although there were fewer people present than previously,

the Band of the 96th Regiment played and most of the

267 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 21 October 1843

268 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 June 1845

269 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 February 1839

270 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 8 March 1845

2 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

272 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 5 September 1835

273 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835
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PRI . 274
military officers attended. Horse races were not

always such elegant events however. One time it was a

challenge through the streets of Launceston’’”.

The pages of the Cornwall Chronicle provided

entertainment of a different kind. That newspaper
material which today may be said to be aimed at a mass
readership, that is, births, death and marriages, trivia
from meetings, sports teams and scores, did not feature
to a great extent in the newspapers of the 1830s and 40s.
The first birth notice appeared in the third issue of the
paper.”76 While.births, deaths and marriages notices
appeared more frequently after 1840 than previously,
there was not a section devoted just to this, even when

the layout of the paper became more streamlined in 1845.

Fictional items, such as poetry and short stories had
appeared, albeit on an irregular basis, since the early

issues of the paper. "Select Poetry", for example, first

77

appeared in the second number. > By the time the pages

of the paper were numbered, and the paper itself

. . . . 278
organised into sections, "Poetry" was a subheading.

274 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 24 Fébruary 1843

273 column 1 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 20 May 1837

276 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 28 February 1835

211 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 21 February 1835

278 column 2 page 73 Cornwall Chronicle 16 August 1845
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During 1844, the back page of the newspaper was given
over to a short story and readers were enthralled, for

example, by the adventures of "The Miser of New

79 280

Abbey".-2 Fawkner’s Circulating Library, later
taken over by James Hill,281 was available for local
readers. As well as providing books, it also promoted a

Public Reading Room.

Some of the Cornwall Chronicle's notices made
entertaining reading in themselves. Mr Rudge’s
"whimsical wager" to walk blindfolded from Mr B Francis’
house, around the Church Square and then to his own
house, within an hour, was for a five pound bet .
Professor Rea’s "aerial ascension" was certainly unique,
if not entertaining. The inflation of a "leviathan
balloon, 60 feet in height and 129 in circumference" was
to take place in an open space in St Johns Street and
then, Professor Rea, "the gunsmith of York Street"M3,
would ascend in the balloon. Spectators had their money
refunded because nothing happened: The Professor

announced that he would try again. The Cornwall Chronicle

was very supportive but suggested that the police ought

279 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 16 October 1844

280 oolumn 5 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 11 April 1835

281 column 4 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 16 May 1835

262 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 11 January 1840

283 1, s Bethell, op cit, p 133
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to attend so that the Professor didn’t have to put up

with the rabble who had made the whole exercise very

4

difficult.?® One week later Professor Rea announced

his plans to take the "aerial machine" to Hobart,

8  TDhere was no further

lowering it at Campbell Town. >
comment regarding the Professor’s plans, but an article
reprinted from overseas entitled "A Balloon in Turkey",
about a flight in Constantinople, kept the issue alive
and seemed a fitting, concluding comment on this

. . 286
diversion.

284 column 1 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 15 March 1845

285 column 1 page 3 Cornwéll Chronicle 22 March 1845

286 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 26 March 1845
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2.3 - RELIGION AND EDUCATION

The provision of education and religion to the colony was
both a complex and a contentious issue. Governof Arthur
inherited from previous administrations a lack of
interest in and concern for matters educational and
religious. The building of gaols for the convicts and
barracks for the soldiers was considered more important
than schools and churches for the free settlers. There
was, nevertheless, sfate aid to both churches and to

schools.

Land was provided on which to build churches but settlers
were to pay half the cost of church buildings: chaplains
would have their salaries paid but they would also teach
to add to their income. These decisions resulted in an
increase in the number of churches built and in the

number of sects represented in the town.

Dr William Henry Browne, "a formidable combination of

. . 287
Irishman and evangelical"

, was the preacher most
frequently commented upon in the Cornwall Chronicle.

Browne arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in October 1828. His

287 L. Robson, op cit, page 182
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parish covered 3800 square miles and extended from
Campbell Town to George Town and Longford and across to
the east coast: he was based at St John’s Church in
Launceston. Goodwin’s argument with Browne centred on
the Friend libel case, the death of Mrs Friend and the
subsequent accusation by Browne that Goodwin had caused

her deathne.

ériticism of Browne’s actions continued. His speculative
pursuits289 as well as his interests in land sales?’’

were considered inappropriéte for a man of his station.
On another occasion it was his refusal to say how the
church’s offertory funds had been disposed of that
created anger and aroused suspicion. The paper believed
that theée funds ought‘to be spent on the sick and needy

L The Rev Dr Browne received yet

of Launceston.?
another complaint from the newspaper. This time he was
accused, in association with the Benevolent Society, of
neglecting to look after a dying man whom he had been
asked to check on. The benevolence of the Benevolent
Society was lacking on this occasion concluded the

292
paper.

268 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 October 1838

289 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 March 1840

290 Cornwall Chronicle 21 March 1840

column 4 page
7 Cornwall Chronicle 10 April 1840

3
column page 2

291 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 January 1845

292 column 1 page 209 Cornwall Chronicle 18 March 1846
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The Wesleyans were regarded favourably by Arthur and he
donated his own money to their mission. A notice of the

meeting of the Wesleyan Missionary Society appeared late

293

in 1835°"7, the foundation stone of the Chapel in

Paterson Street having been laid in April of that year.
The Presbyterians likewise established themselves and
notices of meetings at Evandale and Perth were published

in the Cornwall Chronicle.®*

Reverend Henry Dowling was the Baptist Minister who had
arrived in 1834. Reverend Father J A Cotham was the

Roman Catholic priest and the foundation stone for his

church was laid on March 19 1839.2%°°

The Congregational Church, in Tamar Street, was "opened

296

for public worship" on the 6 of September 1837. The

Reverend Charles Price, the Congregational Minister, also

conducted a school?’

, attended by, amongst others,
Henry Button and his three brothers. 1In 1838, two other

Congregational ministers arrived in Launceston, Morrison

293 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1835

294 column 5 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 3 March 1838

293 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 23 March 1839

296 H. Button, op cit, page 50

297 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 21 May 1836
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and the Reverend John West. A division within the Tamar
Street church resulted in the establishment of a second

congregation, with West as pastor.

The Cornwall Chronicle was supportive of the Launceston

Jewish community in its efforts to obtain a piece of land
which could be used as a burial ground and criticised the

8

administration for refusing their application.29 The

acquisition of land by the Jews was subsequently

applauded by the paper.299

Any.behaviour by ministers of religion that was
considered inappropriate or unethical was commented upon.
Edward Freeman of the Evandale Church of England owed
nine thousand pounds. The behaviour of such a
respectable member of the community, who received a good

300 A letter signed

salary, should not be tolerated.
"Perambulator" asked the paper if "a ceftain Minister of
the Gospel is the owner of several brothels, from which

he receives weekly rentals". According to the paper this

. . . . 301
information was correct but no details were given.

The regular criticisms of the Rev Dr Browne and an anti-

298 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 217 May 1843

29 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 July 1844

300 coiumn 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 April 1841

301 column 3 page 183 Cornwall Chronicle 7 March 1846
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establishment stance, earned for the Cornwall Chronicle

the reputation that it "launched outspoken and
irresponsible attacks on ... the Church of England.”302
One of the paper’s engravings, "Rivals", depicted a
Church of England clergyman looking enviQusly at a crowd

flocking into a Nonconformist chapel.3“

The paper

could not understand why there were those who criticised
employmént on the Sabbath. This question was in relation
to the steamboat "Gipsey" travelling to George Town on a
Sunday. "Must a man attend a church or chapel, in order
to worship his creator?" inquired the paper, declaring
that the commuhity had no desire to be "priest-

. 304
ridden."

The various denominatiohs established schools and were
allocated government funds to do so. For reasons of
economy, a "national" education system was preferred and
"from 1838 a modified British and Foreign system

. 305
prevailed."

An Infant School was established in Launceston in 1835
under the guidénce of the Infant Society which had set up

a similar school in Hobart Town in 1832. 'Regular notices

1835

302 L. Robson, op cit, page 207

303 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 23 September 1837

304 column 1 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 12 March 1842

303 M. Roe, Quest for Authority in Fastern Australia

- 1851, (Melbourne, 1965), page 5
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and reports of meetings of the Society appeared in the

Cornwall Chronicle: the first notice appeared in the

. . 306
first issue.

Apart from the schools funded by the administration, both
men and women offered their services privately as

schoolmasters and mistresses. Notices for schools, such

307

as Mr and Mrs Pettinger'’s at Evandale and Mrs

8

Hudson’s Seminary3° were regular contributors to the

advertising pages of the paper. Other schools came and

309 10

went: Mrs Cook and Mr G Findlay.3 For those who
cbuld afford it, there was a choice of educational
philosophy as well as location and size of the
establishment. The editor suggested that parents should
consult the paper’s advertising columns as a guide, since-
there were numerous day and boarding schools, some of

s . 311
which were "unexceptionable."

Educational philosophy featured as a topic for discussion

and debate in the correspondent’s section of the Cornwall

1845

306 column 5 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

307 Cornwall Chronicle 27 May 1835

Cornwall Chronicle 23 September 1837

column
column

page
page

[\S 2
w W

308 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 11 July 1835

309 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 29 October 1836

310 olumn 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 26 December 1835

3 column 2 page 451 Cornwall Chronicle 31 December
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Chronicle, indicating the breadth of-educational ideas

circulating at the time. Mr. Clifford, who conducted his

312

own school, was criticised for being "bombastic and

33 py a correspondent, "Anti-Humbug", for

absurd"
implying that his system of teaching "individually" was
the only effiéient way to teach. Mr Clifford’s reply

which supported his system and outlined his educational

experience, was printed the following week.

The Cornwall Chronicle considered the education system to
be "satisfactory". Although there was room for
improvement, the paper was pleased to see that education
was a part of the colony’s expenditure, 4150 pounds

having been expended by the local government in 1845.%°

1845

312 column 3 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 27 July 1839

313 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 July 1840

314 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 11 July 1840

318 column 2 page 451 Cornwall Chronicle 31 December
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2.4 ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES

A common occupation or interest brought colonists
together and so associations or societies were formed.
While some of these associations were the direct
descendants of British organisations, others were

established to cater for specific, local needs.

Agricultural societies, for example, established regular
markets and shows, and provided the opportunity for stock.
and produce to be sold. They also permitted improved
techniques and greater variety in agricultural pursuits
to be implemented. The Horticultural Society, the
Cornwall Agricultural Society and the Ploughing

Association used the pages of the Cornwall Chronicle to

promote their particular interest by advertising meetings
and reports of their shows. These associations began
using the advertising columns of the paper from its

earliest days: The Cornwall Agricultural Society from

316 7

April 1835, the Ploughing Association®’ and the

Horticultural Society from June 183878,

316 column 3 page 5 Cornwall Chronicle 11 April 1835

317 column 2 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 30 June 1835

318 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 June 1838
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Another association which was regularly advertised during

319
, was the

the 1830s, beginning in October 1835
Association for the Suppression of Felonies. This
Association reflected the settlers’ attempts to address
the lawlessness of the colony themselves. With the aim
of detecting those who committed offences against its
members, it met at the Launceston Hotel. Landowners and
stockholders were invited to become members by paying an
annual membership of two guineas. The Association had
fourteen regulations which governed its activities: each
member would provide the association with his stocks’
brands and assist other members if their stock should

0 By dealing with this issue in their own way,

stray.32
these particular colonists, critical of the prevailing
police and legal sysfem, were able to promote their aims
and objectives through the pages of the Cornwall

Chronicle and exert some influence and control. As well

as the notices and resolutions of these meetings, notices
of rewards offered for the conviction of a felon or
felons also appeared. For example, a reward of twenty
pounds was offered for the recovery of a case containing
haberdashery belonging to Henry Dowling. The case had

been stolen from King’s Wharf and the Association would

319 column 1 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 10 October 1835

320 column 5 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1836
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provide ten pounds reward, Mr Dowling another ten. !

Undisciplined and crude the society was, but there was
nevertheless a concern for one’s fellow man. The
Launceston Benevolent Society was established in

1835°*?: its annual report of the following year stated

2 The

that it had "relieved fifty cases of distress."’
names of well known Launceston citizens, Friend, Gleadow,
Henty and Gilles appeared amongst its membership list.
Notices and reports of the Society’s meetings appeared

regularly in the Cornwall Chronicle during the 1830s.

During the 1840s these notices and reports did not
appear, but in May 1845 a méeting to establish a

324 . .
: A notice in December

benevolent society was called.
1844 calling for the revival of the non-denominational,
Launceston Stranger'’s Friend Society, because tﬁere was
"no society in operation for the relief of the sick and .

325

the destitute", suggests the Benevolent Society had

been disbanded for a period of time.

The townspeople were supportive: the paper congratulated
Mr Coppin, and his players from the Olympic Theatre, who

gave the proceeds of a night at the theatre to the

321 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 17 February 1838

322 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1835

: 323 Second Annual Report of the Launceston Benevolent
Society, (Launceston, 1836), page 4

324 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 31 May 1845

325 column 7 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 14 December 1844
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Benevolent Society. The Cornwall Chronicle was less than

enthusiastic however, about those members of the Cornwall

Insurance Company who actively discouraged the public

326

from attending the benefit night and the efforts of

the Examiner to undermine the establishment of the

327

society did not go unnoticed. According to the

paper, those who controlled the Examiner and the Cornwall
Insurance Company were not able to control the society

and so they did not want to support it.

Similar societies, but with a specific target group, were
also established. A Whaling Benevolent Society was set
up for the relief of distressed whalers and their

families. Their first Launceston meeting was advertised

328

in November 1840. The Tradesmen’s Benevolent Society

was also established.?®”

A Licensed Victualler'’s Association was to be set up as
an "independent society", along the lines of the one
already established in Hobart Town, and a meeting was
held at the Angel Inn, Charles Street. Twenty eight

30

subscribers paid ten shillings each to join.3 The

1846

326 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 June 1845

327 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 June 1845

328 column 3 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 21 November 1840

329 column 6 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 September 1839

3% column 2 page 191 Cornwall Chronicle 11 September
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Cornwall Chronicle wished the society "success and long'

life", which would only be achieved by "unity and

' yWhile it functioned like a benevolent

perseverance".3
society, its motives were also political. These motives
may well have been the reason for its establishment.
Revenue from licensing fees contributed substantially to
the colony’s coffers®®® and when an increase was
proposed, the licensed victuallers called a public

33

meeting to petition the Governor.> The Cornwall

Chronicle supported the aims of this association and

believed the licensed victuallers were being treated

unfairly when they were fined for having drunks on their

34 335

premises,3 or when publicans were charged.
In February 1838 a correspondent wrote to the Cornwall
Chronicle urging the establishment of a "Mechanics
Institution in this Town", claiming that it would

"promote ... social harmony, ... improve the intellect

... (and) produce a moral influence upon the mind. "3%¢

31 column 2 page 198 Cornwall Chronicle 14 September

1846

332 column 1 page 129 Cornwall Chronicle 31 December
1845 '

333 column 2 p'45 Cornwall Chronicle 6 August 1845

334 column 1 page 132 Cornwall Chronicle 18 February
1846 '

335 column 2 page 132 Cornwall Chronicle 21 February
1846

336 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 10 February 1838
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Some four years later, a Public meeting held at the
Infant School Room, with Police Magistrate W H Breton
presiding, established the Launceston Mechanic’s

Institute.337

Its aims and objectives were "the
promotion of science and the arts, combined wifh the
diffusion of general literature...with a special view of
promoting the intellectual culture of the operative
classes">*® By the close of the meeting, approximately
fifty people had enrolled as members. The Report for the
Year 1844 gave the membership total as one hundred and

¥ A Reading Room was set up and lectures given

nine.’
on a range of topics from "Electricity" to "Modern
Education." A lecture by M C Friend on "Astronomy" was
"listened to with much attention by upwards of one

hundred and fifty persons."340

While supportive of the establishment of such an

association, the Cornwall Chronicle was critical of its

41

methods of operation3 , and more importantly, of the

attempts by a few to control it. The paper argued that

337 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 12 March 1842

338 from the Minutes of a Preliminary meeting convened
by Public Advertisement in the Infant School Room, Launceston
8 March, 1842 for the purpose of establishing a Mechanic’s
Institute in Mechanic’s Institute Minute Book, commencing 8
March 1842

339 Mechanics Institute Minute Book, commencing 8 March

1842

M0 ibid

34 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 15 July 1843
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such an institution ought to be freely available to all,
like a church, and not to the favoured few. 1In
particular, the charge of a subscription for membership

e s s 342
was criticised.

Any unfavourable goings on regarding the Institute were
reported in the paper: for example, a disgraceful
disturbance took place outside the school house after a

lecture.’*® While the association may have been

supported by the locals, the choice of topics did not

always receive a favourable reaction. The response of
some members of the public to a lecture by Dr Udny on
"Natural Theology" aroused comment. The paper believed
that his lectures weren’t suited "to the narrow and
bigoted minds of the gentlemen who have imposed upon
themselves the duty of catering for the intellectual

344 When the

taste of the inhabitants of Launceston."”
members of the Mechanics Institute voted to exclude the

Cornwall Chronicle and the works of Sir Walter Scott from

their reading room there was strong comment in the paper.
The paper had been "charged with offering ineffectual
opposition to ... teetotalism", this being given as the

. 345
reason for the exclusion.

1845

345

342 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 May 1842

343 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1842

344 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 July 1843

column 2 page 151 Cornwall Chronicle 13 September
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The Tasmanian Teetotal Society advertised its meetings in

346

the Cornwall Chronicle from the end of 1836 and met

in the Infant School in Frederick Street. Although
¢riticised for appropriating a piece of land on which to
build a hall,?’ the Temperance Society was given a
cautious note of approval by the paper, saying that it
could be a beneficial association, provided its speakers '
"keep to the point without diverging into the abuse of

48

their fellow townsmen. "’ While the Cornwall Chronicle

agreed with the "total abstinence principle"349

, it was
critical of the hypocrisy and deception surrounding it
and cited the example of an illicit and teetotal brewer,

0

Turner, who was caught.35 The Teetotal Advocate, which

catered for this particular interest group, was published

during the 1840s.

| 347

1845

346 column 4 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 1 October 1836

column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 April 1845

348 column 2 page 242 Cornwall Chronicle 28 March 1846

349 column 2 page 151 Cornwall Chronicle 13 September

30 ibid
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PART 3 SOME COLONIAL THEMES

Nadel refers to the early colonial newspaper as being a
"manipulative model"3“; that is, one in which the
government used.the press as a means of social control.
It was "exclusive in character, costly, of small
circulation, and written in the interests of government

52

for a select readership of officials and gentry."3 It

was Andrew Bent who turned the tide in Van Diemen’s Land
and paved the way for a more "laissez-faire model "***,
His Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter,
established in 1816, indicated that the press had begun
"to take its place as a vehicle of public and private
opinion."354 Emancipist Bent "established his claim to
private ownership of the press, ... introduced the
expression of opinion in the form of editorials, and ...
opened his columns to letteré from correspondents."355

Governor Arthur did not like such freedom of the press

and reacted accordingly. He questioned Bent’s ownership

351 G. Nadel, op cit, page 257

»? ibid
3 ibid
334 J. Woodberry, Andrew Bent, (Hobart, 1972), page 125

3% J. woodberry, op cit, page 125
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of the press, he proposed a Licensing Act and he had Bent
prosecuted for libel. By the time the Cornwall Chronicle
was first published, the tradition of a free press had
been established. But Governor Arthur remained and
although his actions vis-a-vis the press had been
checked, the administration still exerted some control
over colonial newspapers. Consequently, freedom of the
press remained a topical and relevant issue, as did the
style and the tone of thevadministration.

Transportation, likewise, was a theme which permeated all
aspects of colonial life. The manner in which the editor
chose to present these themes to his readers provides
another interesting topic for discussion. The pages of
the Cornwall Chronicle reflect a point of view on these
themes as well as their relative importance to the

colonists.
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3.1 COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION

Colonial administration was multi-faceted; the law of the
land was British, the Colonial Office administered from a
distance and the Governor of the colony, depending on his
personality and leadership style, interpreted
accordingly. The colonial newspaper may well have been
critical of the British laws, but it was the Governor of

the day who incurred the most wrath. The Cornwall
Chronicle reflected the point of view that was opposed to

an autocratic ruler of a colony which had no

representative institutions.

Between 1835 and 1847, Vén Diemen’s Land was governed by
Colonel George Arthur, Sir John Franklin and Sir John
Eardley-Wilmot. Arthur, who governed the colony from
1824 until 1836 was described as an "autocratic,
puritanical, high-minded but vindictive ruler. "**

Of the three Governors, it was Arthur who received the

most constant and critical comment in the pages of the

paper, in some instances after his departure, from

336 A G L Shaw The Convicts and the Colonies (London:

1966) page 195
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letters to the editor’® as well as editorial
comment®? . All aspects of his life came under

scrutiny: his time in Honduras was a matter for

. . 359 A . 360
discussion as was his income and his property .

Governor Arthur was reputedly the subject of more than

one of Goodwin’s woodcuts. The woodcut titled "The Never

61

Failing Undertaker">®* which illustrated Death preparing

a coffin, on which was written "Beloved by all foes to

Freedom, and detested by all foes to Despotism,“z"may

refer to the impending departure of ... Arthur’®': a
donkey-rider, dressed like the Lieutenant Governor, is

running away from a group of men presenting "The

1835

1836

1835

357

column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 26 September 1835
column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 13 February 1836
column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 16 June 1836
column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 23 July 1836
column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 30 July 1836
column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1836
column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 August 1836

358 columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 October

columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 May 1836
339 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 10 October 1835
columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 August

360 columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 October

361

page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 11 June 1836

362 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 11 June 1836

363 C. Craig, op cit, page 120
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Address"’®**: and a scene depicting the devil flying

through a storm while several men sink beneath the waves
may be a reference to Governor Arthur’s departure for

England at the end of the following month. >

"Under such a government, what community could be

6

happy?" asked the Cornwall Chronicle®® referring to

Arthur’s administration. Creating happiness within the
colony was not part of Arthur’s agenda: he was much more
concerned with establishing law and order. A year later
the colonists were happier however. Kenneth Snodgrass,
the Major of the Brigade in New South Wales was
caretaking the colony and the colonists were eagerly

7

awaiting the arrival of Sir John Franklin.®’ while the

Cornwall Chronicle anticipated that the colony would

prospef, the colonists were warned not to expect too much
to happen overnight. Goodwin urged the colonists to let
Ffanklin know about "the public grievances ... at the
earliest opportunity", otherwise the Governor would not

368
be aware of them.

364 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 10 September 1836

see also C. Craig, op cit, page 122

363 page 1 Cornall Chronicle 10'September 1836

see also C. Craig, op cit, page 122

366 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1836

367 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 January 1837

%8 ibid
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Sir John Franklin, who was Governor from 1837 until 1843,
turned out to be a disappointment to the colonists. His

"administration which had commenced in prosperity. . .

ended in depression"“gz "That any gentleman can do

70

worse we know to be impossible."3 Arthur’s

administration was now seen in a different light. "Times
indeed are sadly changed and much as we disapproved of
Sir George Arthur, still we ... disapprove ten times more

71

of the present reign."3 The Cornwall Chronicle

considered his appointment as Governor inappropriate: a

man of his standing and reputation ought to be retired

and with his family.372

Franklin’s term coincided with a short-lived boom when
speculation was high, followed by a longer period of
economic depression. In reviewing the year 1840 the

Cornwall Chronicle praised the colony’s progress, "our

373

commerce has increased fourfold"” '°, but by 1841 the

% There

. . 3
"cumulative downswing was well under way."
were insolvencies and unemployment, public works were

postponed and land sales were stopped in an effort to

369 M. Hartwell, The Economic Development of Van

Diemen’s Land, (Melbourne, 1954), page 241

370 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 July 1843

371 column 1 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 13 June 1840

372 column 5 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 April 1839

373 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1841

374 M. Hartwell, op cit, page 221
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halt the spread of the economic depression.

Lady Franklin’s influence on the administration of the

colony was considered inappropriate by the Cornwall
Chronicle. Notice of Franklin’s recall saw the paper

looking forward to a new goVernOr who would not resign
himself to the "petticoat control of any self-conceited

upstart blue stocking."375

Sir John Eardley-Wilmot, Governor from 1843 until 1846
was described as a "muddle-brained blockhead"®’®

but the Cornwall Chronicle perceived him as "having the
true interests of the free community of this territory at
heart"®”’. Eardley-Wilmot’s recall was on the basis of
his having failed "in a principal portion of his public

8

duty"37 and his private life was also brought into

question. The Cornwall Chronicle however, was critical
of Secretary of State Gladstone’s removal of Eardley-
Wilmot without the Governor being given the opportunity

to clear himself.>”’

The nominated members of the Legislative Council were an

375 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 April 1843

376 A G L Shaw op cit page 296

371 column 3 p 477 Cornwall Chronicle 24 June 1846

378 L. Robson, op cit, page 435

379 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1847
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adjunct to the administration. Established by an Act of
the British Parliament in 1828, the Council cohsisted of
'six official members and eight non-official members and
was presided over by the Lt Governor. The paper viewed
the members as puppets whose "labours cannot be

advantageous to the colony">®°

, particularly at a time
of economic downturn. The colonists needed more than
"dependants in the Council", they needed to be properly

381
represented.

The Legislative Council made things increasingly
difficult for Eardley-Wilmot and proved themselves to be
more than mere puppets. The Council refused to pass
legislation for such bills as the Highway Bill and a bill
to pay for the cost of lighting in Hobart Town, seeing
them for the tax bills that they were. Even the drafting
of a Hobart Town Municipal Bill to provide for lighting,
paving and cleaning of thé streets was criticised because
it was seen as a tax measure and not as "a step forward

382
towards self government."'

Matters worsened in October 1845 when the Council was
left without a quorum over the issue of voting on the

estimates on colonial expenditure. Three members resigned

380 column 2 page 111 Cornwall Chronicle 30 August 1845

381 column 2 page 111 Cornwall Chronicle 30 August 1845

382 L. Robson, op cit, page 423
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én one day and three others the next: this group became

known as the Patriotic Six. Their argument was that ﬁhe
colony could neither afford to pay these estimates, nor

should it be obliged to do so, since the cost of gaols

and police was the British government’s responsibility.

While the Cornwall Chronicle admired the stand taken by

the six and believed the public would likewise applaud
it, it was a step "injudiciously taken"?*®? : not a
condemnation of what had been done but a suggestion that
it could have been done differently. Members should have
voted against every single item as it was brought up for
consideration and confined themselves to opposing the

measures, rather than the person.?'84

The paper'’s concern
was for the future interests of the colony as a result of
the six’s actions, but it saw Eardley-Wilmot as "the

85

faithful friend of the colony".3 With talk of who the

new members of the Council would be, the Cornwall
Chronicle suggested that they should be allowed to get on
with business: it was only this paper and the Colonial
Times that had not turned this issue to the colony’s

disadvantage.386

1845

383 column 1 pége 311 Cornwall Chronicle 8 November 1845

¥ ibid
383 column 3 page 311 Cornwall Chronicle 8 November 1845

386 column 1 page 323 Cornwall Chronicle 12 November
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The Cornwall Chronicle advocated the colonist’s

involvement in matters of local administration and
sounded envious of the steps being taken in Hobart Town
to make improvements to that town’s lighting, paving and
street cleaning through the Lighting and Paving Act’®;
perhaps the more so because Hobart had been declared a
city in 1842. The paper was critical of the attempt to

thwart the introduction of a municipal bill for

- Launceston. The inhabitants were urged not to be content

with things as they were but to seek "the privileges of
free citizens" since municipal institutions, the
formation of a market, the draining of land and the

introduction of light and water would result in "vast

. 388
improvements".

The Cornwall Chronicle's end. of year or beginning of year

comments gave the editor an opportunity to reflect on the

previous year’s occurrences and invariably there would be

a reference to the administration: critical in 18363”,

390

optimistic in 1837 and acknowledging the effects of

the depression in 1844*'. wWith reference to the

Patriotic Six no doubt, 1845 was thus described:

1846

387 column 2 page 737 Cornwall Chronicle 26 September

368 column 2 page 391 Cornwall Chronicle 6 December 1845

389 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 2 January 1836

390 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 January 1837

391 column 2 pagé 2 Cornwall Chronicle 4 January 1845
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"political occurrences have been spirit-stirring, and in

2

‘some respects unprecedented."39 Regardless of the

administrative style however, the Cornwall Chronicle did
not waver from its purpose, "for the good of our adopted
country". "We would rather support the government, bad
as it is, than we would lend our aid to destroy the

fabric of society."393

392 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 3 January 1846

393 cdlumn 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 22 August 1835
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3.2 THE TRANSPORTATION ISSUE

"Socially, Launceston was a penal settlement" reminisced
Henry Dowling394 and Henry Button’s references to the

33 are evidence of the everyday

stocks and the treadmill
reminders that confronted Launcestonians. Notices in the

Cornwall Chronicle reinforced the message:

advertisements requested that only those who had "come

® should apply for ﬁositions and

free to the Colony"39
listed those who had obtained their tickets of leave or
been granted free or conditional pardons. The paper
reprinted items from the Government Gazette items

relating to transportation and to the assignment of

convicts, as well as prison expenses.

H W H Smythe’s map397 shows the prisoner’s barracks in
lower George Street, between William and Cimitiere
Streets. The gaol was in Bathurst Street, the treadmill
opposite and the Female Factory was built beside it in

1834. The treadmill, gaol and factory were surrounded by

394 L. S. Bethell, op cit, page 106

395 H. Button, op cit, page 133

396 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

397 See Appendix 1
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a wall, built across Bathurst Street in two places, to
detain prisoners while breaking stone. While the
inhabitants considered the blocking off of a thoroughfare
unfair, they "were taught that in such cases public
interests must give place to convict official

. 398
convenience."

Under Governor George Arthur the convict system was one
of assignment, a system that had been recommended by
Commissioner J T Bigge in his report of 1822 and promoted
by the British Government. Arthur had inherited this
system from Governor Sorell but extended and perfected it
during his own administration. The British government
approved of this form of convict discipline because it
was a way of saving money: the master rather than the
British gbvernment would support the convict. Although,
not always viewed as the most appropriate means of
punishment, the assignment system meant that the convicts
could be scattered about the coleny with less opportunity'
to gang up and get into trouble, and that they could be
taught a trade so when free they could be gainfully
employed. Some master might even attend to a conviets
moral and religious education. The establishment of an
Assignment Board by Arthur in 1832 provided checks and
balances, but nevertheless errors and discrepancies were
part of thevsystem: not all masters were vigilant, some

gave their convicts livestock, the magistrates didn’t

398 H. Button, op cit, page 155
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always enforce the regulations and the police were not

always reliable. While the Cornwall Chronicle believed

convict labour to be "necessary to the present and future
well-being of ﬁhe colony"”9, it was critical of the
indiscriminate nature of the assignment system when due
regard was not paid to either the employers’ wants or the

. . 400
convicts’ skills.

Assignment of cdnvictsvstopped in July 1839 and from the
end of that year convicts worked in probationary gangs on
public works before they went into private service.
Although the assignment system had its shortcomings, it
was adequate and the change over to the probation system
was not a popular one. For the British authorities
however, it was a decision based on financial
considerations. Assignment was no longer perceived as
being economically viable because of the amount spent on
convict discipline and the maintenance of the system.

" Once the convicts had obtained a probation pass they

would cost the government no more.

The discussions on transportation in the péges of the

Cornwall Chronicle afforded readers the opportunity to be

kept informed on this issue and the range of opinions

that accompanied it. The Society for Prison Discipline

399 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 11 April 1835

400 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 18 April 1835

115



had suggested that Alexander Maconochie visit the colony
and report on the question of prison discipline and the

Cornwall Chronicle printed his report in three

401

consecutive issues of January 1839. On another

occasion, details of the probation system and its five

stages were outlined. ‘%

The educated convict posed a real threat ﬁo the system
that Governor Arthur and the Colonial Office had
established. Educated convicts had the potential to work
as clerks and to prosper in the colony. Perhaps the
greatest threat was that they might write, or worse
still, print newspaperé! Emancipist Andrew Bent, printer
and publisher of the Hobart Town Gazette provided living
proof. The Cornwall Chronicle considered that Port
Arthur was an inappropriate place for an educated
prisoner: such a convict ought to be employed as a
clerk, and not sent to Port Arthur because the system

. 3
said so.°

Female convicts like their male counterparts were

classified according to their behaviour and sentence and

1839

1839

40 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 5 January 1839

columns 3-6 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 12 January

columns 1-5 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 19 January

402 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 10 June 1843 -

403 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 May 1836
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the Female Factory was home to those awaiting assignment
and a number of their illegitimate children. The women
could better serve the community if they were not thus

confined and kept idle according to the paper.404

The Cornwall Chronicle’'s pro-transportation stance was

qualified by editorial comments which, while
acknowledging the benefits of transportation, believed
that modifications to the system were nécessary. The
paper saw the system in terms of its advantages to the
whole community and criticised the law regarding ticket-
of-leavers who, having been caught gambling, were sent to
work in the interior leaving their employers without
employees. "Trade may stand still - loss and
inconvenience may be sustained - but the MORALS of

ticket-of-leave men MUST be preserved at any price!"405

The Cornwall Chronicle's response to a public notice got

up by A Fenn Kemp, H Hopkins, T D Chapman and G W Walker
amongst others, was to call for modifications to the
probation system, not its abolition, to ensure that there

% The notice called

was not an overéupply of convicts.®
on fellow colonists to petition Her Majesty and the two

Houses of Parliament against the present system of

104 column 7 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 25 December 1841

405 column 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 25 January 1840

406 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 June 1845
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transportation: the petition would be circulated and

. 407
signatures asked for.

While the paper agreed that
convict labour was not advantageous to the moral state of
the colonists, this would be less of a problem if the

408
number was reduced.

Again, there was a reminder to
colonists, particularly those who had signed the
petition, to not overlook the advantages to the whole
community: Perth, for example, had benefited from having

. . 409
a probation station.

The Cornwall Chronicle was aware of the moral danger the

convicts posed if they were allowed to wander around the
town. While it considered that the government’s motive
in allowing probation men out on Saturday afternoon was
humane, the paper called it an "unwarrantable and
unnecessary indulgence". After all the prisoners were
not school children for whom it was customary to be given

10

a half day holiday.4 Besides what would the reactions

of Londoners be if the inhabitants of the hﬁlks were let

411
loose?

Those Launcestonians attending the races need
not be disturbed by the sight of convicts, "The Police

Magistrate having last year found that by forbidding

1845

407 column 3 page 4 Cornwall Chronicle 3 June 1845

408 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 7 June 1845

409 column 1 page 3 Cornwall Chronicle 19 July 1845

410 col 1 page 143 Cornwall Chronicle 10 September 1845

411 column 2 page 143 Cornwall Chronicle 10 September
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convicts to appear at the above Races, much intemperance

. 412
and disorder was prevented."

On occasions the Cornwall Chronicle displayed a humane

attitude towards the individual convict. The paper

supported the right of ticket-of-leave men to attend the

13

Regatta4 , referred to the poor quality of the

414

vegetables supplied to the convicts in the gaol and

was critical of the military jury in the case of the

5

convict Schaw®'®. The Cornwall Chronicle reacted when

the Examiner called it a sin to employ a convict,

implying this was a holier-than-thou attitude. The

Chronicle had taken on a third class probationer, stating

that it would encourage anyone who wanted to do well, "no

matter what he might have been. "**

Once the colony appeared to be emerging from the

depression and "the rage for purchasing blocks of land

417

has almost subsided" ', the paper considered it

foolhardy to take away the cheap and abundant sﬁpply of

1845

1z column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 25 January 1840

413 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 18 January 1840

414 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 20 June 1840

413 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 22 February 1840

416 column 1 page 346 Cornwall Chronicle 18 November

a7 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 9 July 1845
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labour, ie convicts, that some colonists were petitioning
for. The paper accused those anti-transportationists of
denouncing something that they had all greedily accepted:
wealth had been derived from this source and they should
not forget it 48 "Something like knocking a sick

patient on the head rather than adopt the necessary means
to effect his recovery"419 was thé description given to
discontinuing transportation as a means of effecting

economic recovery.

The Cornwall Chronicle saw the continuation of

transportation as necessary for the continued prosperity
of the colony but acknowledged that a petition which
called for legislation by representation and the
immediate cessation of transportation would receive
considerable support. The paper had a realistic view of
the strength of the anti-transportation feeling.
However, it believed that those who opposed
transportation had not considered the subject carefully
enough nor the consequences. While the paper supported
the argument for legislation by representation as it was

a "right and privilege"*’,

and agreed that it was
incompatible with the convict system, the Cornwall

Chronicle reminded its readers that the probation system

418 column 3 op cit

419 page 2 column 2 Cornwall Chronicle 31 May 1845

- 420

1845

column 2 page 403 Cornwall Chronicle 13 December
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ensured that the free population was separate from the
convicted and that they were distinct because "each has
its own laws and regulations... the Governor or the

Comptroller—General".421

421 column 3 op cit
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3.3 FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

The freedom of the press as an issue for the Cornwall
Chronicle can be illustrated in two ways: firstly, the

paper’s position is reflected through its use of relevant
quotations, anonymous correspondence and editorial
comment and secondly, through its response to attempts to

restrict the press within the colony.

The various quotations which appeared on either the front
page or which preceded the editorial comment, provide
both the substance and the tradition of the Cornwall

Chronicle’s position on this issue. The English

correspondent Junius, whose letters "appeared

mysteriously in the Public Advertiser of 1768",422

inspired colonial Correspondents who followed the
tradition of advocating constitutional reform and
addressing correspondence to Governors, officials and
lawyers. "Let it be impressed upon your minds, let it be
instilled into your children, that the LIBERTY OF THE
PRESS is the palladium of all the civil, political and

23

religious rights of an Englishman."4 This Junius

quote, together with the shorter quotation from the Roman

422 D. Cryle, op cit, page 3

423 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 April 1839
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historian Sallust, which appeared in 1835, both

exemplified the Cornwall Chronicle’'s position: “Liberty

with Danger is to be preferred to Slavery with

424

Security." A quote from the Roman satirist Juvenal,

VERBA ANIMI PROFERRE ET VITAM IMPENDERE VERO" was also

identified with the paper.425

Colonial editors permitted anonymous correspondence to be
printed in their newspapers: officials were outraged but
freedom of the press was'highlighted. "Justitia",
writing in response to the Friend case, concluded that
the importance of a free press in a small community like
Launceston was in acting as a check on the misconduct of

. 426
public servants.

"A Correspondent" questioned what
would have happéned if the public comment concerning Mr
Price’s receipt of monies donated to the shipwrecked had
not occurred. Such discussion was permitted through the

Cornwall Chronicle.**’

If the newspaper printed a differing point of view on the
freedom of the press issue, then the editor had the
opportunity to refute it, and thus reinforce his own

ideas. 'When, in 1838, a petition was to be circulated in

1838

424 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 August 1835

425 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 3 January 1846

426 columns 1 & 2, page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 14 July

427 column 1 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 13 April 1839
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Launceston regarding a public meeting to consider the -
state of the colonial press, Goodwin regretted that the
meeting did not take place (there were only seven
petitioners), because it would have been an opportunity

. 428
to air concerns.

An opportunity to refer to the freedom of the press
issue, meant on another occasion, that the Cornwall
Chronicle could also relate how it had been treated by
its critics. The so-called "Gagging Act" compelled each
newspaper proprietor to provide four hundred pounds as a
surety, and four other sureties each had to.pay one}
hundred pounds. When one of the Chronicle's sureties
relinquished his surety because he was being blamed by
the paper’s critics for anything that appeared in the

paper that they didn’t like*?

, the newspaper made the
~most of the story as representing a "league of honesty
and independencée against a league of injustice and

. 430
oppression."

The relationship between the government and the press
was, from its first publications, a vital part of the

Cornwall Chronicle’s argument for a free press. Freedom

of the press, the paper’s argument ran, was the check,

428 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 17 February 1838

429 column 4 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 27 October 1838

430 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 19 June 1837
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31

the "indispensable»security"4 that the government

needed. “The first act of a government which tends to
despotism is to hamper and to harass the press".432 "We

have always considered a free press the firmest support

of a good government" wrote the Chronicle, along with the

hope that Governor Franklin would repeal the obnoxious

"tax upon knowledge".433

The "Tax on Knowledge" referred to the impost of a
postage fee on top of the cost of the newspaper. This

imposition formed part of the Cornwall Chronicle's

argument in its case for freedom of the press since it
considered that the tax restricted the availability of
information. The paper asked why the Governor, as Patron
of such organisations as the ﬁobart Mechanics Institute,
the Benevolent Society, the Infant School, the Temperance
Society and President of the Bible Society, was

4

"persecuting" knowledge and not supporting it.*® The

Chronicle considered collecting this small amount of
money was hardly worth the effort anyway; what the tax
did do though, was to show the nature of the

435
government.

431 page 4, column 1, Cornwall Chronicle, 28 March 1835

432 page 1 column 1 Cornwall Chronicle 26 December 1835

433 page 2 column 2 Cornwall Chronicle 6 May 1837

434 column 1 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 19 March 1836

435 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 22 August 1835

125



The Cornwall Chronicle chose another method of getting

across its message. A verse and woodcut were used to

illustrate the Chronicle’s view on the tax on knowledge.

"Once enslaved farewell!/This is The Thing/That in spite
of New Acts,/And attempts to restrain it,/By soldiers or
tax/Will POISON the vermin that plunder the wealth/That
lay in the house that Jack/ built." "The Thing" was a

43¢ he following

printing press which was illustrated.
year, an etching depicting a "gagging machine" which was
blowing out various press symbols,437 appeared as "a
political cartoon having reference to freedom of the

press. "%

The Cornwall Chronicle was disappointed and said so in an

editorial comment about Franklin and his failure to
accomplish a range of promises, including repealing the

¥ wpublic conduct of public

"gagging of the Press".*
servants is a legitimate subject for discussion", the
article continued and then questioned why there was any

need to legislate against the press when there ekisted a

legal system to check the actions of community members.

The Cornwall Chronicle was "mortified" that Governor

436 columns 1-3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1836

See Appendix 6

437 - pagé 1 Cornwall Chronicle 29 July 1837

438 C. Craig, op cit, page 124

439 page 2 column 3 Cornwall Chronicle 24 June 1837
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Franklin was going to introduce a bill to obtain sureties
from printers and publishers, thus bringing them into
line with their British counterparts.“0 To stfengthen
its argument, the paper reprinted a letter addressed to
Governor George Arthur in 1827 and signed by, among
others, Legislative Council members McLachlan and Bethune
expressing their displeasure at the restriction of the
press.441 Such a ploy would remind readers that this

was a long standing issue. Another tactic was to publish
articles on the issue from elsewhere: for example,
India, where a regulation for the suppression of the

freedom of the printing press was disallowed. **?

Goodwin’s point of view was based on his perception of
class differences. He saw the rich as being unwilling to
permit the poor to have access to knowledge through an
unrestricted press and therefore saw his support as
coming from, and being directed to, the middle ground.
"We must look to persons of moderate means, who are
industrious, intelligent and honest - to the tradesmen
living by their own daily exertions - to the intelligent
and laboribus mechanic, for virtue, for knowledge, real

respectability and worth." 443

440 columns 2 & 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 1 July 1837

a4l columns 2 & 3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 29 July 1837

42 page 1 column 3 Cornwall Chronicle 29 July 1835

443 columns 1-3 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 13 August 1836
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3.4 "AN EXTREMELY SCURRILOUS PAPER"

The claim by the Cornwall Chronicle, in its first

edition, that "personality, scurrility or abuse shall
never disgrace our Journal"*** turned out to be

incorrect. Since Van Diemen’s Land was a society in
which "everyone ran down everyone else and the
inhabitants were like a set of vultures preying upon each

445

other" the likelihood of a newspaper being described

as "scurrilous", or "grossly or indecently abusive",446
was high. 1In fact, the description could apply equally
to other colonial newspapers. Button maintained that the

Trifler and Literary Gleaner was "supposed to be

' . . . 447
humorous, but it was abominably scurrilous."

A scurrilous newspaper was likely to attract libels.
Editor Goodwin could always justify his abuse or his

printing of the names of swindlers or those who had

add column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 14 February 1835

445 L. Robson op cit page 175

446 The Macquarie Dictionary and Thesaurus, (Queensland,

1991), page 360

447 H. Button, op cit, page 101
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misled others by reminding readers that the paper saw
itself as "a humble, though zealous guardian of the

® He could also make additional comment

public right."*
in the pages of the paper. Goodwin maintained that a
lawyer, for example, was referred to as a gentleman even
if he operated inappropriately, yet an editor may be

449 gimilarly,

taken to court for speaking the truth.
the newspaper was critical of the situation in which a

public servant might say that he had been libelled, and
the defendant pronounced guilty for having published the

truth.*’

Goodwin was further able to justify his
scurrilous tone because of his belief that it was only
those public servants who were guilty of misconduct who
strongly criticised the press and "that the whole of the
suffering population are unanimous in declaring the press

. . 451
not half severe enough in its censures."

A review of Governor Franklin'’s first year as Governor
provided further justification. Goodwin stated that "to
know the abuses that are tolerated in this colony ... is

. 452
cause enough to make the press scurrilous."

448 column 3 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 3 October 1840

449 page 1 column 1 Cornwall Chronicle 12 August 1837

450 column 2 page 2 Cornwall Chronicle 2 June 1838

451 page ‘1 column 1 Cornwall Chronicle 17 February 1838

452 column 2 page 1 Cornwall Chronicle 3 March 1838
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By way of explanétion, if not justification, West’s
comments on the matter provide a suitable conclusion.
"The bress was the more licentious, becauée nothing else
was free; but it raised a barrier against official
corruption. Men of integrity were annoyed, but rarely
injured. It intimidaéed the corrupt, and protected the
oppressed. Considered in detail it was often detestable;

but it prevented mischief more serious and lasting."453

43 John West, The History of Tasmania, edited by A G L

Shaw, Angus and Robertson, Sydney 1971
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CONCLUSION

An analysis of the pages of the Cornwall Chronicle

provides a picture of Launceston within the framework of
Van Diemen’s Land. 1In relation to the comments of Earl
Grey it is difficult to dispute that the newspaper
readily acquaints the reader with "the general tone and

54 . . .
Likewise, evidence to

temper of Colonial Society."*
support Bicheno’'s references to "an extremely scurrilous
paper" which "advocates the continuance of transportation

to this Colony"455

can also be provided. The more
generalised statements, such as "does not possess much
influence amongst the ﬁoreArespectable classes of
Society, but it is extensively circulated amongst the
Licensed Victuallers, and read by many who love
personalities"4“are less able to be substantiated since
the terms of reference of the analysis did not include
comparisons with other Van Diemen’s Land newspapers. On
the other hand, Bicheno’s comments fhemselVes add to our

understanding of the analysis because they reflect a

point of view. As for Denison’s reference to the

XXV,

454 Historical Records of Australia, Series 1, Volume

op cit, page 354

55 . . . . .
4 Tasmanian Historical Research Association Paper and

Proceedings,Volume 3, op cit, page 88

46 1bid
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character of a paper being "so entirely dependent upon

that of its Editor",457

again, without comparisons, this
statement is not readily justified, but it too, tells us
something about the Governor'’s perception of a colonial
newspaper and its editor. Therefore, these comments are

relevant and pertinent since they reflect the opinions

that existed about the Cornwall Chronicle's particular

philosophy, specific readership and viewpoint on vital

colonial issues.

But while these "official" comments are a starting point
for analysis they are an oversimplification. An analysis
of the paper reveals a wider role for the Cornwall
Chronicle: as a forum for the exchange of ideas, a
source of entertainment, a disseminator of public
information, a check on governmeht abuses, a platform for
the editor, a reflecﬁion of a changing community and as

an example of a developing colonial newspaper.

7 1bid
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APPENDICES

H W H SMYTHE'S MAP OF LAUNCESTON

LIST OF ENGRAVINGS AND DATES OF

PUBLICATION, CORNWALL CHRONICLE

PAGE 1, THE CORNWALL CHRONICLE 29 AUGUST

1840

PAGE 1, CORNWALL CHRONICLE 3 JANUARY 1846

PAGE 1, CORNWALL CHRONICLE 24 JULY 1844

PAGE 1, CORNWALL CHRONICLE 13 AUGUST 1836
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APPENDIX 2

WOODCUTS: THE CORNWALL CHRONICLE

16 April 1836 The Sheriff’s Officer
23 April 1836 The Sheriff Officer’s Dog

30 April 1836 Debtor and Creditor (Gallery of
| Comicalities, No. 3)
7 May 1836 The Judge (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 4)
14 May 1836 The Barrister (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 5)
21 May 1836 The Briefless One (Gallery of
| Comicalities, No. 6)
28 May 1836 The Attorney (Gallery of
Comicalitieé, No. 7)
11 June 1836> " The Never Failing Undertaker
18 June 1836 The Plaintiff (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 9)
signed W.G.*®
25 June 1836 The Defendant (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 11):
2 July 1836 Reform
9 July 1836 - Evening Diversions (Gallery

of Comicalities, No. 12)

8 ¢. craig, op cit, page 120

134



135

16 July 1836

23 July 1836

30 July 1836

6 August 1836

13 August 1836

20 August 1836
27 August 1836

3 September 1836
10 September 1836

17 September 1836

15 October 1836
29 October 1836

5 November 1836

12 November 1836 °

19 November 1836
26 November 1836
3 December 1836

17 December 1836
24 December 1836
31 December 1836

4 February 1837

Morning Reflections (Gallery

of Comicalities, No. 13)
Repentance Never Comes Too Late
(Gallery of Comicalities, No.14)
The Physician (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 15)

The Apothecary (Gallery of

Comicalities, No. 16)

Once Enslaved Farewell

The Mute (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 17)

One of the Twelve Tribes
(Gallery of Comicalities, No.1l8)
The Address

untitled

The Sentry (Gallery of
Comicalities, No. 19)
Scientific Advancement
What A Shocking Bad Hat
What A Shocking Bad Bonnet
Irish Whiskey |

Scotch Whiskey

Sketch of "horrible figure"
French Brandy

Hollands

Domestic Misery

A Happy New Year to You

Going Out of Office



11 February 1837

18'February 1837
25 February 1837
18 March 1837
25 March 1837

1 April 1837

15 April 1837

29 July 1837

5 August 1837

12 August 1837

19 August 1837

26 August 1837

9 September 1837
23 September 1837
30 September 1837

. 7 October 1837

11 November 1837
9 December 1837
30 December 1837

6 January 1838

459

460

461
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The Man Wot is Hated - Down Upon

His Luck

. Comparisons are Odious

A Parson’s Dream

Trying to Brave the Storm
Teddington Anglers

More Eriends and Less Need of
Them .

Spare the Rod and Spoil the
Child

untitled: signed wLG**

The Devil’s Darning Needle
A Desideratum

untitled

untitled: signed WLG'®’
untitled

The Rivals: signed WLG'?

A Prelatical Locust

The Dandy Boy

Presumption and No Mistake
The Captain on Full Pay

The Captain on Half Pay

Table Terms

C. Craig, op cit, page 124

ibid

C. Craig, op cit, page 126



3 February 1838

10
17
24
31
21
30
25

February 1838

February 1838
March 1838
March 1838
April 1838
November 1839

December 1841

462

137

ibid

The Errand Boy: signed wLG**?
Mother'’s Dear Boy

Mother Church

untitled

untitled

Mr. John Jackson

The Swindler James Abbott

A Liberal Proposition



1l e1sba ;| Ber;0enaL,, A DEIT, QOly WS OBe. ol vdis,
SJinsTobe eRminsoL. 460, above al .“tbey?fﬁ"uf ‘

hat yooong
{a * The

e pleture §
2 DU
fy of the
J not the
o pity for
im.

o a letler
4 ’ Ané

a lcm_l}o'n
.1y writing
| {triéd W
¢ Into the
be proved
. [ asked
sroured to
. Richard.
[ called his
umstance §
him if his
rmble Mrs.
st ' people
{Hero the
writinge at
e overseer

Why fvhe|

1 casa Te-
dearour to
s made o0
s for surely
Dess wadt.
. The able
ce ig in no
ot bis pre-
ere step in
ver, ho is
that letler
ny of one
implicated.
saeral, and
oYy impres.
Mr. Arwmy-
iud it ie Dot
{Herathe
[ain to the
. being al-
b ss he, in
light have
elucidated
jom it was
Batler, in
ting of the
td it not to
J testimony
th thoee hie
e point:of
Thus, gem
2 in your
o-day whe.
rossly slan.
be learned
“strain not
1t if such
e, it would
tt.  What,
supportiog
»l wowman ™’
ibe defend-
Iy opinions
» Attoroey.
ere a case
tindignant
Lif there be
erves to be
Vf calumny !
s between
it the man
arely to as

slanderer.
npunished,

there will
1 lifo iteelf
ring. The

the plain.
nen, 1 ask
come into
on, and to
ippiness is
that which
i ever de-
), calls for

‘Consider ihe case in the outsst without any
fesliog. He would admit, that ia any co.
looy Iike this it would be difficult to do so.
Rumour ind titde tattle—improper juati.
Heatlon —symparhy aod excitement in be.-
half of an uoprotected fetnale, were min-
glad together. There was no doubt that
- scandal way fearfully abroad in tAe colony—
that it was in & diseased state—so much
o0, that if [t were pot put down it would
we! be wor(A living in. ¢ trial, and some’
paria ¢onneoted with it, thus inflated by
rumour, had been matter of remark by
the press, and everything which sor.
rounded the jury was calcolated to excite
their feolings before they came into the
Court. During the trizl, able counsel, in
Jjurtice to-their clieats and the public, put
the caed of eitber party in the strongest
light 1o excite thele patsions and to warp
their gud“emenu, and perhaps the only
ona whoee duty it wasto place before them
the truth, and - endearour to get rid of
the whole, was himself. [Here Hia Honor
poiated out to the jury, in an addreas
which we bave seldom heard equalled, the
distinctions in the Jaw of llnngcr and tes.
timgny relevant to the declaration and to
tho tanue.  \We regret that want of space

to unimpassioned, and so instructive.]
The Jury retired, and in about sn hour's
lime returned to sak Hie Honor whether
thoy could find a general verdict for the
yldmiﬂ' upoo the whole declaration? Iia
lopor_advited them_not.to_do_so. ae. in
tho event of dne count being defective, the
whole would be set aside. ‘The jury then
retired, and in about an hour afierwards
returned into Court, and found the

1et_count, which the plsintiff's counacl
had abandoned, for the deféndant
2ad ditto for plaintiff, damages £200
3rd ditto for plaintff, damages £250)
4th ditto (ltkewise sbandoned,) for de-
fendant
51h divo for plaingd, damneges £200
6th ditto for plm%, domnages £200
7th ditto for plafatilf, datnages £200
§th ditto for plaintiff, damages £200.
The Jury sdded, that tha plaintiff did
not write the letter, and that no epecisl
damages had been proved.
. There was a goneral murmur of pppro.
batien outeidn tho har, sud Iie Honor
observed, that if ho know who they were
be would cominit them to prisan,

. D
VROM THE HOBART TOWN GAZFTTEY.

-

The Lleutensnt.QCovernor hae Leen pleased
to appoint Mr. Thomas Jlugh Willion to be
Post.master ot Carvick, in thie mom of My,
J. R Jones, resigued.

~ The pociods for which the unilder.imeationed
persons were transported erpiriog et the date
placed nfler their respective nuaws, Certificates
of their Freedom may be obtpined then, or at
sy subsequent pericd, upan application at the
Qffice of the Comptictier-Genersl of Convictr,
Hobart Town, or wt that of a Pulice Magistrate
in the interior 1 —~

Argyle.—Joseph Ihilsten, bth July, 1544
Stepben Balli. 201k ditto; James Herry, 20h
ditto; William Chapman, 13th ditto ; Sauucl
Robinson, Hth ditto ;* Willism Watte, 12t}
ditto.

Awgusta Jevede.—Semuel Huttery, |
Juiy; William Feunks, 6th ditten

Aurora.—David Jones, 3¢d July.,

Aia 4. —Thomas Jones, 20d July; Jukn
Witsan, lst ditto.

¥Villiam lockerby & Marian
Heory Baker, J3th July,

Rardarter. —Thumar Collion, Gth July.

Boadicea.—John Tierney, 21st July.

Coroméndel 2. — Thomss Chupman, 2:d
July; James Hlarrie, 1b ditto; Jas. Lucas,

J4th ditto; James Puwell, Gth ditto.
Clyde.—~\¥m. Geeen, 19th July.

Coatle Forbes.— Putrick Hughes, 215t July.

Circanion.—Thoaes Lewis, Btb July,

Fronces Charlotic.—James \Walton, S01h
July.

_Gilmore.~George Kemp, 11th July.
Henry Forcher.— Wm. Shunn, 4th July.
JoAn.—William Deaks, 20tb July; Chas.

Hartram, Bih ditio; George Iovett, 20b
ditto; Danfel Neal, 8th ditto; Richard

Lty

Matign. -~

compels us Lo omit a charge so eloquent, !
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Iolys William Rolla 261h ditta T Bdryes
b ditto. - L e &W
. 8ir_ CAarles Forbes.—George Cardinei, -
1b Joly, - ST
Sovercign. & - Marian Watson.—Thomas
Marmon, &b July. :

= FP{lliam" Clen And¢raon.—~lidac Solomon,
8th July. . *

York.— Ricbard Stepbeds, 18th July.

e, WOMAN,
America.— Dridget -Bateman, 14h July;
Sarab Mills, 20th ditto; Ann Saunders, 1mb
ditto. .
Atwick.—Mary Aoo Darcard, ¥cd July;
Hanoak Brace, 16tb ditto; Judith M:Coy,
8rd ditto; Ann Ellis, Ist ditto; Mary King,
d1h ditto; Mary Lynch, 8rd ditto; Chiating
Myles, o M-Gaggna, 16th ditto; Elira Raw.
lies, 17th ditto; Emaa Swmith, 8ed ditto;
Sarah Thumpeoo, 8:rd ditta; Ilavnah White, : f
25th ditto; Marths Whitieg, 6tb ditto; ki | §
ralett Williamson, 814 ditto; Bary Wilon, ; ¥
201k ditto. - N
Fdward.— Aoa Msckenna, Gth July,
Newgrove.—Margaret Desley, Tth July;
Jane Poppleton, 7tb ditto.
Nautilus.—Ana Dewibery, 5th July; Aoy
Turton, 6th ditte; Jane Wilkea, Sth diute.
Platina.— Ann Etlis, 1st July; Maey Par.
her, Mb ditlo.

It is bereby notified to the under-aientioncd
individuals, tbat it o the Licoteonnt.Gover.
nor's isteation to recommend that they should
be grsnted Ticketsof-Leare for meritorions
conduct io apprehending Lushrangers s _Jewn
Wagland, Susna 7; George Doot, Tord Lya.” §
doch 8. -

Notice is hereby given, that all Forma of
Application inued on account of the Convict
Depattment fur “Tichelsol-Teave, " aie in
future to be charged for at the rate of Two!
Shillings and Sisperce esch Form, and 1b
proceeds sccounted for in the wsunl munncr.

Conditional P'ardons i~ William Thurgoer
Fochantrem ;. Joseph Correy, Frances Che
lette ; Dartelinico CGaggern, Ford Wm, Hed
tinck ; eorge Abel, Colonial conviction
Jamer Alerander, Hichiond; John Ajlet
Argyle; Roleert Beyan, Ardent; Aan Bartlet
Aaetica ; Ann llaroee, Majestic ;| Thomg
Hiewne, Cilerwre; James Chedle, Farl §
Viacent: Emn Cousing, Arad; Ceorge Dal
NSiren ; Charles Deverall, Fachantress; Hrf
Coadly, Tady Castlereagh; Marianne Cal
Jindwtan; Idavnid (Cordon, Surrey 1; Jam
Hampton, Caledonia 24 Martha Jlill, Gilbd
Henderson; Themay Hudsn, Jupiter; Ser
Heyoer - Hindiotan ; James Horam, Yo
Thomas Jenes, Toed W, Bertiach | Falwa
Joner, York; William King, Maty; Jas
Koat, Joho Rarry; Stephen Jawrence,
Codfiey Wetater; Johin Jones Joncas, Cine
sian; Mary Martin, (Ciltert Hendersany }
ward Peters, Fiphinstooe; Daeiel Pigge
Jupiter ; Jamer Reoney, Fanperer Alerandd
Aletander Stevepsnn, Sie Charles  Forld
Janer Warren, Mary; Robert Willind
l.nd] Kronawsy: Jehn Whitelhall, bochd
tress; Willinm YWard, Flpbinetene; Wil
Walker, K. 3. Forbes: Nickard Witliad
Farl St Vincent; 1Jarriert Wallis,  bdwas
Hobert Yenrdley, bod Lindecli; Tantee
Regynald, Norfolk ; Devidd [earne, Kather
3. Farlrs,

It lnu(l.’ totibed to the under-mentia
individual, thal the Licutennnt.(Ceveraor i
been pleased Lo grant ber the indulgerce of
Ticket.of-Teave, for her good conducet an e
deting amistance during the illnew of « s:emiy
of hee mmater's family at the risk of ker o
life, together with Lice gencral correct beld
viour in the colony 1< Mary Barcert, Maly
tough.

Alrolute Fatdons - — George Heedham. [/]
Wiae, Hentinek ; ‘Ibowas MeDonald, Gur
fordw; Daniel Fuher, Argale; William AL}
limms, Prince Hegeat: Jobn Racett, Avia
James Bates, lord William Bentined ; Jf
Coak, Flitabeth; John lHarrie ditte; Ja:
Rankine, Williem Miles; HNaymond Ite
Asia 3; Tinac Swift, Ldyon; Stephen W
lianw, Clyde.

The under-mentioned prisoners have L{
deprived of their Ticketeol-Leare for o
conduct { — Stephen Ashinan, Jobn Barg
Thomat Mullowney, Maitland ; Samuel M
day, Almorab & Pilot ; Joba Davis, Augr
Jessie; Willism Richsrdsou, Mofatt 2.

e

T T A AT e

LTV L aa T

Tichets-of . Teave ¢ — Rebecen Borebam, A

Thabe 10th dlitm e Thaomes \Walle 1714 ditla:

varino ; Cathcrine. M Maous, ditle; Dj
Madden. Mary Ana: Elleg Shacklieton. (
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‘THEATRE ROYAL OLYMPIO.

ablic ore respectfully informed

E s
T MR and MRS, £ UHOWSON'S

that

BENEFIT in fixed fur Thursday nest, the

tith instant, on which occavon such 2

varfely of entertainments will be produced
as will, he truste, merit ther paltorag?s;
and upon which recasion M. J. HOW.
SON, will tnake lue firat and oniy sppear-
ance this scason.

Jaly 6.
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Pricr Sixrencs, caso.

The Circalation of the '* Chronicle’’ is considerably
greater than auny Paper Pablished in the Colony—
and fe threo times the Number of the other two
Launceston Papers united—thus coustitating the
best medium for Advcrﬂvln(,v¢v

s e e 2 e m o pmmne e s

SPECIAL NOVICK.

SunsCRIRKRA (0 4Ais pajer are respeclful’y informed (Ral in
all cases whether in ftoun or couniry, (e names of pef-
sons who are in arrear, (welre months, will be struck off
the swdscription fist, und procecdings takem for the recovery
of the amounls due  No new swdscribers in the country
will be received without payment i advenct, or o suficient
reference for payment in town, when demanded, and at the
expiration of the period, the paper will de discontinusd
unless paymen! in advonce be ogaia maode.  The heary ex-
pence incurred - in fhe ,rubliralion of this poper, and
the impossibi‘ity of collecting country uccounts, renders the
adaoption of the abore rules necessary, whick will be firmly
cbrerred without respect to persons.

TIIE NEW YEAR.
TO OUH READERS.

Preraces are often suspicious productions; few
general readers wait to peruse them.  Even the
introduction to a good book is sowctimes skipped
over in the eapgerness to come at the pitly und
inarrow  of the story: and then the impatient
reader loses one hult the entertainment-he sceks
for. " If we scldom tronble our readers with pre-
furatory epistles, we need no apology tor the
omission ; but the commencement, ot the New
vEAR tay be thought o fitting vecusion to gratify
a pencbant for o hule quict philosopbising, and
we ask tie usunl indulgence of our friends to
“henr us ont,”

We hope that our exertions to benetit and
amuse the public doring the past vear have wet
with approval ; all thgt we can say is—we bave

. vicd to deserve it und conscions that vur edito-

yial undertaking 1% not so mueh tor the snke of
famic or reputation, as to beuseful, and as o duty
we owe to our adepted Country ; we have the
hounest satisfnction ofonr own minds, in addition
to the npprobation of our friends  Permit us then
indulgent readers —nt the vutset—to wish you all,
us well wg ourselves, * the cempliments “of the
season.”’ :

\\’vcrc we to commence a review of the prin-
cipal events of 1845, we should enter a field too

extensive for aur present desien, and only (pcr-!
haps), tempt the paticnce of the reader, without!

gratifying him. The history of & ygar under
any circamstances, must be fraught with ioci-
dents, and produce refiections of o disagreeable
‘nature.  The only use in lifting the veil,
would be to enabler us once wmore to survcy the
numerous bencons that by.gone events constitute
—express a regret, heave u sigh, wud pass on-
Political occurrences have been spirit-stirrine,
and in some respects unprecedented.  I'he his-

cmployed, than in the investigation of truth, and
the exposure of errar:  * Who coihibats virtue's
foe, i3 virtue's friecnd,” and whew xirgunmnls are
fairly and houestly conducted, the cause of truth
48 likcly to be promoted theréby. There may be
too many “invincible doezors™ who never will be
vanquished in n dispute; but soonce~or later,
some of those gentlemen’s fallacies and errors,
will be made apparent to the dullest comprehen-
sion. .

The greatest good  of the greatest number, is
ever the object we  prropose to ourselyes, as the
acme ot our desires 3 assured that in promoting
the general wenl, we are advancing individual
happiness.  Some writers scem nlways to move
pro wento, awd forget that cvcrly question lias
two sides: truth = not to be advanced by the
enphounious rhetorical lourishes of thesg worthies,
but the feelings of anen ns well as their professi-
ons—the substance of benevolence, nud not nere
wordy warfare, shou ld, be enlisted i the canse of
philunthropy and patriotisp.(!) avd an inflexible
determination ta benefit gur town and celony,
prompt our exertions, atl intlucnce our whaole
sprrit, :

While pursuing this princi
4 Poor is the task to plense the Colonial throug : "'

le,-we are aware
that it s necessary to study what will profi¢, not

always what will please, for

And far be itfrorn us to betiay our editorial
trust—by secking to mmuse nod entertain, at the
expense of truth and principle. Yet it has been
Tand will continue to be, our aim o render this
Journal so miscclnrecous in its conteuts, and so
goin its form and spirit, us to realize the

n]L‘. s
sentiment of Burns 1 —

* My-minh and gude bumour, ure coia in iy pouch. ™

Agto the future, vee iutend to usg our best en-
deavours to render the Chronicle genérndly ne-
ceptable.  Neither  labor nor expense will be
spared in cnrrying out our design.  Our princi-
ples are o wellunderstood to be reiterated ; and
the lapse of time, and the resydts of experience
and observation, have ouly strengthened those
Houndations on which we trust onr editorial cha-
racter will be immovably sustained. Those mea-
sures which are likelyte benefit (not n class, boty
“the community will. ever find in our columns
ready luj\‘ocm‘)'; while as unfrllrruljmlr/m/i.\'ls we
shall never Hineh from opposing all that we think
detrimental to popular interests.  Good govern-
ment—wholesome laws—public improvements—
the removal of injarious restrictions in trade—
the wbolition of all monopolice—the rights of
freedom—the cause of justice, werey, and hu-
manity, will oevéP®unt o friend nnd advocute
in the conductor of te Chronicle

With regard to those particulur questions of
political and socinl cconomy, which at present

wishes. We appeal to” our reader’s. common
scnee, and o the future histéory of Van Diemen’s
Laud for the correctness of these views; and we
conclude our remarks’ with ‘the conviction that
acting on the principles we have enunciated, and
carrying out the views we profess the Cornwary
CunoxicLe cannot fail to sccure for the future, .
that sunport and- patronage which has for so
many years beeu accorded toit,as a IReEoisTen or
Porrrics, ConmrrciaL aAxD Navar MEercaan-
vize,” AcricuLTurs, Epucation, Bioeraruy,
SCIENCE, AND GENERAL LITERATURE.

THE OFTICE OF CORONER.

Ax application of the power of the Coroner,
which has been recently made in the City of
London, by Mr. W. Payne, bus excited public
attention and approval. The Coroner's Inquest is
manifestly one of the most useful and common-.
sense [nstitutions among  the many that the peo-
ple of the British Binpire possess.  Undoubtedly
like ull othery, it is liable to abuse, but it is one
of those ol-shoots of the BritishConstitution that
ix junlously watched, and is always likcly to Le
kept pretty pure and vigorous in its exé€ation by
the sensitiveness of the people. At once an an-
dicut Institution, it has not cscaped the reform-
ing innovations of time und in iis present.con-
stitntion, secins to be admirably adapted to the
purposes for which it was intended.  With Ju-
rics of seusible and intelligent house-keepers,
presided over'by gentlemen of respectal ility and
talent, the Coroner's Inquest is likely long to
maintain o place in the affections and "good
wishes of an l]':uglish comwunity. Of late years
the Inquest has been anainly confined to the en-
quiry info causes of death, bul according tothe
learned gcntlclncn to whom we have referred, it
was ancicntly the, practice to enquire likewise
into all burmings that took plice within the dis-
trict ; and considering the great nawmber of cases
of Arson, that constantly occur, we wonder that
Mr. Payne should be the first to conceive the
idea of reviving the custom. The extensive fire
that took place in Aldermanbury, at which so
much damage was done,. wus the subject of en-
quiry,on the vceasion in question. A Jury waa
empannelled, and we furnish from an Lnglish.
journal the observations addressed to them by
the Coroncer, at the commencement of the pro-.
ccedings :— ) !

© ‘Fhe Coroner on taking his seat, said, ho would
tako the liberty of stating, as the present was rathor,
a novel procceding.why e had called thom together,
Latterly tho number of fires in London hud greatly -
incrcased, and whea they took into consideration
that nuthfng was so fearful as fice, they would be of.
opinion with him, that when they hud tho powet to
enqaire into the csuses of such fires nothing could be " . .
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Englaod, Sydaey, and Port hitlip,  Their

ageate ln Landon will also forwand thes

the followirg periodicals sa they are pub.

Tished ;o

CQuatterly Review

Itritish aedd Foreidn Quarterly Review

Nenh Ameriean Bpview

Coloninl My nn

Tait's e’ ».

Mechunicd ditto

Ainsworth’s dintg

Mackwond s ditto

Penny ditto
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A VWA Y Ve

QEﬂRKPSB@E HOUSE.

D et A AV YT ——

OCIGARS ! QICARS:! CIGARS !
hwn 70 Tu |00000 kow ON SALSE

M[FQHE&L’S,

TOHACCONIST, CHARLES.STREET,

IR Undersigned hae tha honar to inform his nutoerous customery
that he haa received by the abore ressel, a consignment of llate,

having been wanufactured expreasly to order, " hn been fuquendy mlda

CONSBIRTING Q¥-— enonl 10-vand- &

SUPERFINE BLACK BREAVER KATS, .
SUPERFINE SIIORT NAP GEAVER HATS,
SOLBRIOW FRLYPBEITAY LHULD,

spurious. mnediciae, un
of * Old Vast's Lifo l'l"l " to. parties
wishing to aecure the sbore popular and
highly. valuable medicine.
Ta oliviats the fraud, the proprictore
beg to rernind the publle ot Van Diemen’s

TN BEST IN THE MARKET.
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Ilam. mnll,uvucd with caovae, i
Deanchet, dovble,. 6 —Uuder Sherid v-cBie
Burncts for lampe. double, 5—ditta
tBlocke,; S.tach; doutle; 22 rtort.nfre - -
Can, vily 10 gellony, | —aliccodice
Condles, tallow, 146 la. - Under Shenil.0fc .
Cauvasy No. 7, 1 bult— Dust.eBce

it] O dlrmtu, i ano TR TIPS e e S

: n.u.mm.h burepe. 40
vdea |

(nnlh. tachy 3~ Undes Sheri@uoflice

Cottan, hlnp 104 o4 = Tolite.ofMve

Ciowas, Giangular, 37— ortBoe

Dishes, tin, 14 Volicewtice

Yire-irvns, | fet—Uader Shuiif™s wilce
Ditta, guard, T —ditte

Ftnder. office, J . dit1o

Om-DCORTON

Tepper, back, Weat,

DR

-c e

© Ihtte, llunf‘ 20 or, 30—

2T C

I ced, nln(r. '_‘.\ Ly Purtofice
Ditta, red; 364 Jle, —dittn ‘
1.lnex; Toad, 368 yihy V2 Tomn Sorrerons. &ce
Lochs, irmttimmedd, 10 in |
Ditto, desd, I~ ditio
Malle, 1614, 4~ Tovrn Suzeryoreofice
© Ditte, 10 lbe, §a.ditte

3laty, door, 3 Police-viee
Mo, with bandlos, 18— Puitofice

ificers—~ Chureh Establiehineny
aland Law Vracutioners = Pubiic Can.
aned and lestitatigne — Laa toceite
srace— Auchoneers
Vaschea-Cartom how
sqe luea

Quary, putling, l7 19 I‘H’nl D 5 N TN

B srering, 22 feet, 6 dutro

eguod, 125 gate —Under Metill's ooe
avéed, beled, V6 Jitte —ditte

. lhuv. ditle, 1aw, 1 ditto . dit1o

Ditto, sweet, 2 pinte—Furt vfbea

alloche, patent, 29w ditle

Panitias, 'Jl—~Uut|v « .\h'-::r'-.vm. .

Ditto, tine, ditto, 4 —ditto
Plafes, tin, 45~ dit1e
[ote, 10 gole. fion, | —ditte
© Dilte, € ditle, ditie, 3

O e -

Uacer Sherifeollice

(S-SR

Print, Lisch, Bl lls. 1'%
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| Puity, § 160~ Under Sbetif scm
Nack for 4istand of srou, P
Rakes, road, 4 ~Tuwa Surveyor!
Raross, 4 —Usder Sherif®s-ofee
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Rope, 8f-ln., 10 fathoms —ditto
3~ln » 24 ditto — "olice.office
v 21-in., 40 ditio—Dort.ofice
s 210.0 40 ditto—cditte

DI, o, 70 ditto-ditte
Saws, cratcily o ful. b—1'ulice-oMce .
8suce pas, In:n. 4 qu- ’, 2 Under \hn.n .
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Chieek. Books of cach Ihnl-— Peo.
mumry ‘Notes -~ Ihille of E tehange |
{stitehed) — Repleren Honds— Act
of Councit — Dollar Caleulation — :
blonu;o Licenses—lnventuries, nnd | '
Distraints for Rent—Naval Declara- |
tions for half. pay

aotd—Sailing Directions for llull-]
toga—Custom- House Forms—Iasol- | i
'mcy Forms, &c., &c. Le.

ce -y

i Varoish,beight, Wgal,
¢ Wiges, I'ort, 'V pipe
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L‘!‘ORTS ((‘ow-nl Prootce.)
00 9.

- Rastey, E2glisheeceaec 0.3 .0 ... 08 G

s er ¢ b4 v

Breadoides, double demy, pet 10,
Itte, ditto, e S0 ...
Ditte, ditta, pee 23

Rradeides, demy, per 100,
e, ditto pee SO.
thtte, ditto, per 25 . E

“Cieenlan, Ballgoet, Gy deaf, per 100 0 17

(tte. without $y-leaf, per 100 0 10

Catalogues, 42wy, B pages, pee 100 3 3 0
Ditte, ditte, jec 80..9 2 0

n-’luh Counter thite, Will Heads, Cards,

© Tiey Biils, and cveey cider devceiption ef

I Ivinting, ot cqually low prices.

4
0
0
o
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ADVERTISEMENTS:
ed off adeertine.

Neen prr coat. discount

atriescrted . 2 meatks,
e dito 4o 6 ditto
. ditto ditta 11 dute

DEVICES Eagraved for CARDUE. BILL
HBADS, dc.. or TYPE Cut to any
Patsern.

GOODWIN'S ALMAN A,

’ For 1844.
UST Published, at the o
o} Corewall Clrewicie neme
Fatrsordicary caze had been olacrvel in
o compuistion.  Besides the teal infor.
mabon, (iadeda’s {lnanac siil contan

The Balals’ Days througbout the Year,
Tue Improved Code of Segnale need 1n the -
Ningation of e Hiver Tacise, audi.

cicureld Flage  Members of [ PR
Covernment, and Heade of 1 e,
jerimenta—{olice Magintzatre—Military

Steam!
se Ditie

R.lu. (A

vo=Seversi noful Ta

oo~ Uartere” and

. R
Les —and varicae other inforastion,

Peace Uae S\l ihay
-nl codiored Sipa

l UNTE Pubtiched, atthe §* anlnnL
3 Ofice of the Cornweall Chronicle :
Feaapaper, i a neat form and sire for .
the wa

coat pocket, Thr lmlnmuf

Cede of Nigaals, &¢., pnrr 1«

l““l( SALE, nt ||m CCORNWATL

Prose 1 nnllnk-(m»rr corner .
ol Charles and Cameron  Sirerts,
Launceston o Rille of I ading -
meas’ \, Inncr Notee ... S
\|rrrulur‘ tudentures--Cargoand !

fooks— Almanacnand Siguale—. !

Applications fo

,’# akcd diia A
5“ e Lmrunly difta

@ a dewlle Jry abeel, -

Articles |

offering hia aerciees (0 his fefends and |

scriptlon ufl1r;lrulc(|ﬂll|ly,-l|l|c|cl)
fowest market prices of the dav, aud
,nonkno rras. «d0 lransact Lusiness upun the moat

l HOLDERS. " iiberaf term, provided he is previously
/u:auhrdu ith funds unhn_fr.‘qluthn
long vr shurt_ dates, or o veference (v
rome London or Liverpool "Royee Jor

RMS OF L()\"l RACT for} i
hiriag  Probation Pass. bolders |
(@male sod Female) may bo obtsined

M the Office of the Cornscall Chioniole l

Chambere’ Jonrnal

e Uy elapaedin ol Frglich Literatare
Palytechme Joureal -

Conil Engraece and Nrchiteetd' Jograa
Athereum

Punch

The Readding Rooin will be open, daily,

I frowm rine in the warning Wil nyne 1a the

cvemnyg,
The Litrary of the !n-mn.e il l-r Ary |

cin the Readiog Room, and the Libratian |

wiil bein attendance, every Tuesday and .

: Froday evening, from 7 1o 9 o'diock, lnl.
- kice out and exchange books. The {om. !

Panittee niil e glad 0 receina dopstione of
bouke frem any persons who may hare |
“ihem tuapara, :
o deawing the altention of the public |

ta the Meck
1 to breo
prec s bepe that ther 13 entenil
|:~||u!u.u(" witiinertint encouragemrnt

*necrcary tu enahle them to naintain the s

aldiinnal expenscs that bave been o
mvml w the eatablichment of the feading -
[IEYTIEN

Merabiers
spnan ol £)
1 apprenuces .

l atlics washany

tray do s by payong

peeannum, an advaces
or uuder I8 vears vl age, 100 fer annum))
which rntitles them ta the o
g Rowm and Blbrary, dned ol
the fectunree, :
Phe Treasrer, James Ribertaan, Fagp '
wilt reerive the anhecnpiineag
Visewse Wo Gy, Seceptsryg,
Launcesten, March 16

tanan 10

MLECIHIANICS INSTITUTE.

Pistof Levturoato be diliversd during

Avg. L—the b eletiuioe o Natioge,

Wee, J. Woor, :

e 1O LUt Fyes, and Opdimal (.
1, Vaey

Yoo D Manen,
yet Anade L Nee R

D Kewwortny,
"€ lﬂl'”—, w0 Adtrenenn
fee, U Ve,
Vewewwe W llimuaw, Socectary.
Tauscestan, &pad 19,

" General Agency sad Comsainaton Offices -

Nevda, Consuiet, Lospoos,

(Prpeedte tde Negal flecvaage.)

To Mescusnts, it News Heme, b

[ IS N TV

YR

Oerrczrane ve Senvny e,

;
;
ena
Festienene e Newsrarsas, amtrtotoxiare b

cestmti, !

l) LSIMMONDS General Agrat]
H

sod Cimmission Merchant, an |

lhr(u!nm.l Public in ;,fnrul liegs
to quualnl them that be o re ady to
receive vrdees fursupplies of any kind
sod quantity, snd goeds of every do- {

payment, - |
P L. Sifmands will ..

"W'f'i{uuf:cx 0Ld 4o Towicd

fromm his upuh

sister volony

bt ] full{ qunhﬁad ta tur
_bis_liae. of. trade X

al':.di

A EPLENDID ARRORTMENT OF——

CHllDR[NS FANCY CLOTH AND VELVET CAPS)

(UF'KVKRY AHADE AND COLOUR, )— - =

'rnx; COLONY

i

each bog had tha porinit]
LD PARR .u on the . top, und
. l'AKRS LIFE PIL
_white lesteraon ared amn:ul._on.,nho. aa
mp around esch box.-~Agent

 for Vaa- Diemen Land, tlenry Dowhing;, 1
rehouur. Launceston,
Sub gent, HohartTown, Thomas Browne,
Stationer, l.werpool street._

Which really cannot be equailed ou this side of the-lsland.

o

30 ohx

PLUSIL SFABLE, AND SUFERIOR BLUE CLOTH NAVY CAt

The FmsTerODL’CTlO.\'s '

AN A‘l‘(\llf\llhr OF —
MIll[RS' DRAB AHD SILV[R COLOURED MOLESKIN TROWIERS
ND WAISTCOATS,

; THE HAIR T THE SKlNl & THE 1[[”1!

ROWLAND'S |

ANCY TROUSERS

Of every description.

TIMBE R~

z&an

NCIS Spencer b!Kl to |r\}|mlle o

eaton.
"o"¢loc ONDAY, an 1
iogs, and Hobart-"Town: ever -
paY and Suxwar at the ssme hours-Th
fares, to:meet, th
times, will Lo as " fo

'uomdzaos:m{

MACASSAR.

I wajreoraily echratedged in Le the énay |
t will efectually preduce
fr. (includiog Whnitkane,
. and Fyemnows) prevent
Falting off ot fwrning gerp. Hee it from’
(. and readec it J:l:xhlfullv

voftl sitvy, curly, and oy, '
CAUTIONI_Numercus ,nmnnm .

. coenjounds ace unicenally Soid

v public 1hat Tio has re-opened the
old established Timber Stotes, in York.
nuh s New nluunn of 'Ilmbcl of

A LARGR ARSORTMENT OV —

FATOY JILLUn AN LD}.L.E'"-BJS".&Jﬁ,

tute, anl imviting ’
‘emmittes -

LADIES' & CHILDRER'S SHOES & BOQTS,

o0 numecrous for Advertisement.

And rwarivas other articles,

THKE WHOLE Wl
HIY QENERAL LOW FPRICES,
FROVE THE FACT,

FRANCIS SPENCER lege 1o inti.
wate that in addition to his stock
ready advertised, ho has just received ex
5 ua.denr. 10,000 feet of Cedar,- selected {-
1 st Sydney, expressly fur him, which he |-
! will dispose of ata mnndeuble reduction
|n former prices for cash.’ ..

A constant supply of Colonial sswn tim-
! ber, broa\l palinge, and ahmglu llw-)‘l on

THE CIIEAI’I:ST SHOY IN

that the bottie is encloved in @ wrapper, (a steel ’
engraning of ctquisite workmaribip, ) on which

N RDWLAND $ MACASSAR i

€4t OBSERVE—Any
il not approved of exe
which iy a great nd\:nu.a to the purchaser.

article purchaced at the above l'vublul:mrnl

of the Rendl. + roged immediately, withoat any -mpvulwn,

S To further envure the genuire u'orln
. ce l:.-l the wurde Rowland s Maecassar (il
ate m;..u.} onthe backof the envelope nearly |

SEAMEN’S CLOTHING OF EVERY DESCRIPRTION.

Foroltare ex Loules.

COCKED AT

: and double et aere, ' !JI varsion Hocse, HE undu-muzd hae ,ml (e(’:lved Ly

a guantity of English
Houschold Furniture of a useful dewctip-
< tion, which ho expecta.will be opened for

H \'Ictv ina few daya, of which due notice

ROWLAND'S
KA.LYDOB.

STOCGK OF WINTER GOODS
JUST UNPSEKED

R gid 8% 3. .,..&B SBele) o }A@W‘l’mg

CLOUITSATS

SS &a., NA\'E HAN

I'FULLY intmate the reeeption of their FIRST \WINTER bl“l"“’u\"l'

. lhulune nnd St. Joha \lreeh
Launceston, June 1.”

Fruit Trees for Bdc:

f.arge and variour collection of very
choics heating Fruit Trees, consisti
| ol Apples, 'ears, Plums, lelcllct, Necta.
{ rines, soft shell Almond-, Medlare, Cher-.
ries,-and Grape Vines,

The above are of the beat detcnphon,
and can be warranted. -

*and crduces Inﬂnmm-ll..n
Zul roscele Rur to the mout bilic

,._|...|.|¢ ot a renuvating and refreshie

MESSR&

e v, dusts o6 diy piercing winds, and afier ;

- Inslde,  £3-
Passengers snd parce]
.Coach.office,
the Loadun lloul x
W !c-‘ nut doar to° (ha Pou.oﬂcn, H

OME S;:buribcn lo (ha '.'.C
Chronicle’” baving lnl‘!mued thei

Paper, oun!
them for payment of their acco
the ‘Trust Esate of Me, Goodwin up
30th Septembet last, (at which time’ the
Trustees ceased to have sny interest inthe
Paper,} I have been requested {ostate that
31l monjes received by me belong to ¢!
‘Teustecs alone,” and that Mr. Goodwin re.
ceives no benefit therefrom, and ie in no

of Lluncuum and its sicinity
a very large quantity-of mate
of the following description, *

Building Bricks, paring dittoy Quarri
Dssining Tiles, &¢., which he \nll dispo
of at the very lowest prices,
negociable Bills at 3 month;

. the beated atmospbece of nu-.lul Aefmlalln

ax “ B ing an unususlly large and epleadid Tanicty of—
Cavarens® ~itl ba

Ballour-street, Cl-ulu-urm,

itsstation of |Inz 1 Colored Caslimeres, Merizos, l.yons Cloth, Parisians,

Lustres, Irmlnl Saxcnies, 1Yiagonal Lustres, |:Inm an:l figured Savonies, Le.
_; A besutiful and well.aelecied stock of London Chintzes
D laoudon printed Mudding and Cambrics
! Plain andd pnnlul Germnan Velvels
] An eudless variety of pliie and printed Mousseline de Laines and ‘Tartans
Shaded, striped, and checked Silke
T Glace nml Satin stripes, Poult Je Sviex and Brocades
ich black and white Satins, Satinetts, and Grée de Naples
\ lsrga vatiety of Silk lknnrl Velvet, in all ahades
French Bonnet Fabrice, with Devops, Plumnes,

Faocy <ln,m. real Chusans

—r

{ON THK 2ND DAY OF DECHMBER hF.xT
WILL BR I’UDLISIIRD

- i quantities,

OFFICE OF THE CORNWALL CHRONICLE NEWSPAPER

. uunl RX AND CAMEHON STRERT
uncns‘row,

ROWLAND’S

"ODONTO
OR PEARL DENTRIFICE.

A FHRACHANT IVHITE roivpen, o_[
Oviental Merde oAt coadicater Taclar o
yed Spwie l.o- the Teash; presens
it lopmrts a Prearld
eve | ol b1 the TogA B

" LAUNCESTON & VAN un—'m-:\”s >I;A.\'D
DIRECTORY AND Al;MA ACy

I‘or tho Yoar )Bl!.

)} Ribbons to match .
‘R SUIAWLS, in wohair, Queen’s

A very large and fashionable stock of W
patterns, wool and Scotch casheres, plain, chaine and sotin figured ehavlt and

Turtan Squares, Scarfs, sod Chenia Hlandkerchiels
! Bugle Culls, Collats, -nd Reticules |

FRENCH FLOWERS AND maaot(s.
Fringes, (nmp- and Black Buglo Trimmings -
Silk Cord, Chenille and Silk “Faveels nm] Girdies -
white Blound, Laces 't
Nete; Blenda snd Tulles
&e.

PR uluovdmuy sl of “Goop.-
win's AumanNac,” for the
year, induces the compiler to. undertake
{8 work for the year 1845, to"

information uuful 0. the colgniste~and’

1he ﬂruu, lions lhc Cuta
braces, wod teaders them o
aot tastes from the mouth,
which often ‘seamin aliee fovers, takiog medi.
vine, Ao nml imparts oweriniss and peefume

yeke K. 94. 17 bog, duty jncluded.

- \\"ellinglon-




Per Qyubv 1%%~0r" 100, o piid in udvu(!h }»VOL

_Single. hmbeﬂ. e

R e e e e g S e
: - — AN R Pyl (e oaev vl be reocited Ull 4 o'iook oa e duy of poblicaion. - : :
A : 5. T GOVERNMENT NOTICE | T T —= ST ~
B ,,'vUND RWOOD ~ Colonial Secrctary’s Office, Sl bt e - x —
J
g Manufactory. Hls Eiclleny fbe. Lictoisat Govong i
S n been pleased to direct the following notice elthes
: - _ | the general objects o(npropooedAcg,mu -
RR laid before the Legislative Council, intitgled « by .
T R . ey — =N -mmwmkthocov«wu,forﬂhnm ; ‘ol ihd v
v Rk beaiey o -—---- |- to remedy Deficiencics in the Circnl -
\k ECT LLY. .lnforuu .the Public, Tru.nfr;’w » Leg-ll ‘I‘emlcrlm'l'':?I:'.t"m1 >
as eag m 1 1ot generat TR gy —— e : o

It is proposed by this Act, to confer on the
tenabt Governor the power, by Proclagmtion ¢

. that purpose, E] %g(
"lollowing - the officer at of the Cormumimariat Depan
e"‘! bg mnufaclured ens< | 'ment in Van Dicmen’s Land, upon the Lords
missioners of Lb.l Majesty's Treasury, L 1
tender.

"It & proposed, however, that po sach Procl
mation shall be is force for mny period erceedhy
iz months—and that the Law sbd[ shall contix
_in force for two years only.”

By Ilis Facellency’s Commmd
+— JOHN- \sowmr:
By Hu Ezxcellency Calonel (-cor‘z Anke

" Licutcoint” Gorersor of the Llasd
Van Dicmca’s Land asd i qu

thick.. Wn de.ny y_the Setinption
Roa drawn (mm it Tbaywbn !:ﬂ—-:"i{tlnnk, -M
as well as active part ulpohucn We do not méan ..
7 by this thattbe mechaaia s to mulegﬂu«dbmgh
we conceive him (ar tttec fitted for the task than.
the idle, ignockal] etravagant, dmnlmd base, |t
| aad self-constituted legistators;- that-bave-but—tos-
[ often boea our rulers. But we sock & ti2Xc hint |
-.n mmuded and carefal witness.of. theé leginlatons®

rc him, in the last resort, “w.con=
trol over tg‘c lcg—n?ton ’ conduct, and, by 18 :

render him truty apbl:o{npprenlungﬂt_appto-
ving where tho logislatoe [ Tright—blaming _wheto { pe { yod “in
| he is wrong.  This-is whet we seek, aad bécause we-| beingidg tha Acti_of
seck this, a cry sill be raised against us, .For thia mlo forthe? eontémpt dnd ndicul
we shall be called lovers of aoarchy and confusion. | ~ Thefe aré'n very few- t'chchbk
We do indeed scek to Jotmy—.bul what? Not that { mén wha bave signed the [
n_Ac which ie good; but that which i bad.” - Convinced | think of -their—cldmpiotr th
- Oth July instant, totitoled ' An Act te ST T B of the evils'of arutocradic domination, we wish de- | swhen they read his Tetilr; it
vide £nrthcr for the.Institution of Cou * T masracy 1o rame her fraatand to rwm&e_mw. -
-and to extend the Jurisdiction of u.crllx‘:iitzu‘: OHCE ENSLAVED PA REWELI' ! n:rrup(ydtmou of a corrupt eristocracy.” But bow | dress to the Goversor ; it must mke_-dm;uhmd.
by me, in accordance with the provisions of 1he %] ’ ’ do we aect to do thiz!:By making the poople strong of themsélves (6t attémpting to~ boliter-

Y 1= %
A PROCT.AX ATION.
X IIERLAS an_Act of Council, paned o3 t3

“Throo mon!hs credll-—or 14 per b,
1 disdanint fnr czuh i

_.: Launcenon. Ang"ao 1838

Cizo. 4, C. 83, transmitted to the Supreme Court ‘8 R ¢ . ' : in kuowkdg‘c__sy tenching them—avhese, and bow -minitiation, which i umn;sn(}ly cned dm S
= > Yun Diemen's Jand, to be therein earolicd and n BT ’ R . the erils which now best usare gedernted 2ad noti- which bas brought tuin an istress to the oo!»
FROM THE GAZE 1 'l b‘ corded ; and wbc:cn'x tke Chief Justice of the : 3L rished. ‘n.ml by making #t irpossible foe the sristo-"] dine tenthi of the' Inhabitants of this. ﬂne Colozy,
J"“’ 29, 1886 Supreme Court, has transmitted to me the Licuy L L criicy to retain theic mischievous dominton, betause | dnd divided’ wcxe(ym the' fathér .
- - A“I.IEW . naot Governor aforcsaid, a representation, thaz i - Teit w 1?‘ ‘."”'"’ﬁ . Ae- LA . T L the people, a3 one mas, sball demind. that they re- | son,and the son against’ the Tather,
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