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TRANSITION 1930 - 1940 .
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The decade 1920 - A0 was generally frec of any
particularly controversisl matbers that may have affe
o
.

congeprvatblon-ninded people, This leck of any lmmediste threat

o wilderness areas may have produced a slightly complacent

attitudes, The Hobart Walling Club megazine the Tasmanian Tramp
commenthed L1935 V.., there isebill aﬁlim sed geope for advenbure,
and Tagmenia will still heve trackless regions galore [iﬂ the bime
: | o
oﬂj woe the grandchildren of bodeyls club members see ! The
founding of the Hobart Walking Club and the two skiing clubs, one
in Leunceston and one in Hobart, during the 1920's, and thelr
growth in the decade 1930 - 40 made 1ittle impact upon publie
interest in congervation. There wasg very little public action
regerding either the creabion or revocatlon of reserves snd the
depregsed economic conditions meant that the govermment was concerned
with retrenchment or publiec relief programmes rather than with
extensive developmental projects. The adninigtration of the
reserves moved into an egtablished patlern, but any extensive
development wag Limited by a lack of funds. Such vrojects as the
pinpacle road on Mt, Wellingtonh the road from Russell Falls to
Lalke Fenton and the GCradle Mt, road resulted Lrom govermment reliefl
programmes, rother than direel pressure from tourist interests or

outdoor clubs,

The needs of fauna protection were not adequately
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regsolved by either the Scencry Preservabion Act of 1915 or the

Animale and Birds Protection Act of 1919.  The campaign for

Tauna protection was Linked with scenery preservation in the years
2
1907 - 1915 but subsequently efforts at fauna protectlon were

digtinet frow gcenery pregervation. This was in spite of the

fact that people like CB.Lord and organisations Like the TField
Naturaliste'Club and the Royal Soclely were involved in both fields,

The problem of co-ordinating various interestes was greater in fauna
hhan gcenery protection. The interests of the professional
trapper, the recreational hunter, the farmer, the sclenblsgt
nature lover, all tended to clash abt verious points.  Apart from
certain farmers who regarded all native fauna as pests, the interegts
of the trapper, hunter and sc¢ientist could however, be reconciled,
ALl these groups had an interegt in the continuing existence of

game species, and were reascnably amenable to the ddea of open and
close Seasons, The Animels and Birds Protection Act of 1919
vrovided specifically for members of the police force to act as game
inspectors, and that the govermment could proclaim any part of crown
land to be a fruna sanctusry ; this algo avplied to privetely owned
land with the permisgion of the owner. The unsolved problem was
that of open and close seasons and protected species Under the
Act of 1919 the government had sole responsibility, snd go was
vulnerable to outside pressure. Conseguently the 1920's saw a

dangerous series of open seasons, declared withoubt any thought
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bowards conserving the fauna., After conbinual pressure from the
Field Naturalists! Club and the Royal Soclelby the Animale and Birds

Protection Act of 1928 was passed. Golb sLhord welcomed the

amouncement bo esbablish a board under the provisions of the Act 3
sae DUl [he ¢ ridj it 1s quesgtionable whether the
proposads of the government go far enoughs It

would see be better to go in for a wider scheme,

such ag a Blological Survey Commission for the

control of all our fauna ... The congervation

of our wild animal 1life of all kinds, intimately

bound up w bhe 3 tion of nabural resources

in general hag become a necessily ses 3

Drs WekeCrowther, president of the Field Naturalists! Club als
commented that ¥ .. Lfor several vears the Fileld Naturalists [hadl

«ve peen taking every gbep they could Lo impregs upon public opinion
Ak
the necesgity for the conservation of our fauns cee ! The

Animals and Birds Protection Board congisted of nine members, of

Aot

whom the Commissioner of Police was one and the remainder

gelentifie interests,

representatives of hunting, farming

The Board was responsible for open and close seasons, scheduling

S

ol protected and other matlters concerned with native fauna,

the scope of powers being quite exlenglve,

Thus by 1920 there were two official bodies

specilically orientsted to conservationish, or rather protectionist
vn*,,

endss  The Fauna Board  and the Scenery Preservation Board bobth
provided an administrative framework through which conservabion -

+ For brevity the bterm Faupa Board will be used in
place of the Animals and Birde Protechion Board,
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The livelihood of & congiderable number of men,

especiall

~in the depression, was based on the exploitation of

,

fauna,  The existence after 1935 of & Labor government

suppogedly dedicated to the interests of the Vemall man' meant
that the pressure for the conbinuing exploitation of fauns
contimied, but was limited to n certain clesgs of men. Although
the Fauna Board possessed ih@ potential for a signiflcant role in
conservation it was more concerned with the regulation of the

alaughter of nabive rhed the full energiles of the

Boerd, leaving Little time or money for more specifically
cengervationist projechs. However, the Board was not enlbirely
abgsorbed in administrative deteils. The report for 1921 -« 21

menbtloned that vV ... land for setlblement, forests and native fauna

are all veluable assets, each having a claim to use, accordi

tted them see ' , and as it was realised that

as nature has see
lands, forests and fauna policiecs should be more adequstely defined,
a gonference of concerned bodies was held and certain problems

]

discussed,

The years 1922 - 33 saw the death of two of the oute
standing piloneers and publjci&ﬁs of congservabtion in Tesmania,
Barly in 1932 Weindorfer died from a heart atlback; his health had
baen poor for the previous few years and the isolation of Waldheinm

\

meant that he was far from help., The gecond death was that of



B
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ColiLords Liord's contribubtion was far more in the field of

administration than publicity. 1t included the building up of

the Field Natureliste? Club wuntil this became probably the most

x 1,

active of 1ts kind in Austrelia; his sclentific work as Gurabor

of the Tasr

wnian Museum, and secretary bto the National Park Bomrd,

As Board secretary he contributed significantly bto the success of

o/

tages of development in the park.  Also he was very

and the affairs of the

[N
C‘

sctive in the field of fauna protect
10

Royal Soclety of Tasmanis. The degth of these two men marked
the end of a gtage in conservabtion thal was characterised by gquite

advanced legislation and generally synpathetic governments with

o

initiative coming from the established clagsesg.

Although there was no lmmediate threat to conservabion

Interests on the scale of postlO4s events, the publicity work of

e )

the buglwalker/conservationiet conbinued,  Oubgband] ing anmong these

_—

publicists were B.T.Bomett and I's Smithiesy  Bmmetdt continued to

promote both winter sports snd walking bthrough participation and

Lantern. slide lec UUVbug and as the Tourist Buresu asslgbed in the

miblication of the Hobart Walldng Club's anmual magazine, specifically

walling viewpoints were publiclised. Omithies was very active as a
ploneer bushwalker, penetrating areas that had not been seen since

the early explorers and surveyors, and giving lantern slide lectures,

11

often as twilice a week, His acbivities wvere

¢

gomebines a

(6
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frequently mentioned in the northern press; bolth the daily

ki

Examiner and the Weelly Couriler contained freguent articles,

interviews and photographs.,  Smithies wag also involved in other

gomewhat minor campaigns simed al retaining the beauly of the

Il

counbryside in generale. In 1928 and 1929 especially, the
1

Uxaniner gave extensive coverage to campaigns ageinst road-glde

advertising and the wholesale destruction of roadside trees lo

w
0
Y
=
:
&

allow power and telephone Lines Lo be erected, Rl
combinmied his dnterssbt in the CGradle Reserve and was appointed to

the Gradle Regerve Board In June 1930 as representative of the

norbh west and west Tourish League. Smilth maintained that he wae

i

selacted ' se.. becanse of e0 Dis ownership of land at Cradle

Valley and oee hisg activity in connection with the movement to

0

have the road made for timber, grazing, mining and scenic
12

PUrPOSES ceo | To forestall timber intereshts, Waldheim and
Weindorferts land was bought by a group of his Leunceston friends,
including CfMonds, Gdl.Perrin, C.l.RSbackhouge and ¥, Sma’lieﬁf

and the Chalet contimied as a guest house under the management of

Leunceston

LeDeConnell of WJLNOL,]A 3o there remained amongoh

dents interested in both the oculdoors and

ras

of economic interegt as well as any that were

or recreabional,

Proposed extensions to the Gradle Reserve came into

conflict with forest and mining intereste. During 1933 - 34 there



vas a conglderable amount of correspondence between the Cradle

leserve Board and government on the exbension of the Reserve

houndaries, This matter of the Reperve boundary conbtinued to

be discussed between the varilous and government departuenbs

throughout the period, bul the subjeclt was not felt fo be

Ty k.
e

gufficlently important to being to public attention, he natber of

sdequate road access Lo Gradle emphaogised during the
election campaign of 1934. The Gradle Reserve Board secretary
(RuBo8mith ) supnided the prese with a subgtantial number of

articles and Jetters and also hed parlimmentariang on

mabbers of reserve development, In May 1935 L.D.Donnell, who

L

had been na ng Waldheim since Weindorfer's death, was appointed

fat

ranger for the northern secblon of the e Reserve,  The more

trastment of the

Liberal, although still inadequate
? 2 +

Beenery FPreservabion Board and its subsidiary boards, and hence

certain minor problems of coordination, mey have bmen the reason

tional Parl Board and the Cradle Reserve

cnn of the

for the decisl

e dn 19%5, Also the

Board ho hold a combined meeling at Tunbri

creation of a separabe Towrdist Buresmu apart from Rajd J\JZ s control,

o

a1 4. T

under the direcborship of B.T.Bumett may have meant that the two
AN

.

Boaprds saw gone opporbunilty o expend thelr achivities, given active
9 L35}

q

Labor Govermment interegt in Sourist promotion. Methbers discussed
cluded the continued improvement of the overland trazck through

he Cradle Reserve, the matlber of control over the Regerve which
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revealed divergent opiniong, and the need for two rangers in the
Reserve, one at Cradle Valley and the obher at Lake 3t. Clair,
Problems agsociated with the Hydro-Blectric Commission were firsth
nentioned at that meebing. It was regolved that the meelbing should
wale the Commisgloner for an aggurance bhat the level of Lake St

1
Clair would not be raised. Fublicity for the Cradle Reserve
was particularly emphagised during 1935 « 36, from Hovember 1935 o

K

April 1936 the Advoc
18
the Reserve. The Mercury published a few articles bub did not

and Bxaminer publ:

ished weekly articles o

continue for such a long pericd. The articles were mainly on the

founding and early history of the Cradle ML, area and appear Lo have
been subgtentially the work of Smith, The Cradle Reserve Board
conpidered thet the increased numbers of visitors to Gradle Valley

was a direct result of the publicity, although improved access and

recovery from the depression mugt have contributed 4o the increase.
o k d

In 1936 and 1937 there was a certain amount of work

done towards the coordination of Torest, gcenery and fauna protectlon.

The Fauna Board report for 1931 - 36 gtated that ' ... considering

the stage reached in the sebtlement of the country, the time would

geem opportune to more fully consider the comnechion bthe natural

assets of forests, scenery and fauna have with the major question
19

of land policy and development ,ae 1 One of the resulis was a

map showing various types of land use prepared by the Fauna Board

in collaboration with the Lands and Forestry deparbments. Abttemphs
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at making a blogical survey of the Stuobe were begun early din
1937, This resulted from the presgure of a commitiee of Hobarb

gelentiots, the chairman heing the Divector of the Tasmanian

Maseuwnm (Dr, J. Pearson ) Funds were provided by the Ausbralic

o

and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science, the

Commonwealth Science and Industry Endowment Fund, the State Fauna
20
Board and the Foreshry Department, The e

s

urts were handicapped

[

by lack of funds and trained persennel, bulb indicate T among

cerbalin professional groups at least, there was a groving intersst
in the more scientific aspects ol conservabion, in that rescources
had to be asgessged and then the use of sguch resources coordinated.
The significance of these elforts did not appear to have any wider

recognition,  The recommendations of the Fauna Board, the Scenery

Preservation Board and the Royal Soclety were voilcesg in the

wilderness, and with the continuing the growine sovernment TG
2 ] o SRR S X

?
oceupation in the large-scale develomment of foregt, mxnoral and

hydro-alectric rower resources, such voices wenb unhg<mvda
g H

The efforts and interest of the Hobarh Walking Club
in the National Park and reserves was recoginised in 1938 vwhen
J.B.Thyaites was appeinted to the Hational Park Board ag a ’
representative of the club, Lo the same yesr the control of the
Port Arthue regerves was transferved from the Tasmen Council o a
board congtituted along the ssme lines ss the National Park and

Cradle Reserve boards, With increased progperity more ambitious
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plang  for development were discussed. In Sepbember 1938 the
Cradle Reserve Board approved a proposal bto bulld a road through

2l
the regerve from Cradle Velley bo Leke 8t, Clair, An
indicebion of the change in atbitude over 26 years was given in

* rj

& survey conducted by the Hobsrt Walking Club in 1963 ~ G4,

LI - 5 > 3
Mis survey consisted of a questiomnaire on various aspecbs of
Hational Yark development, and the response to the cuesblon 'see

ghowld road consbruction be permitted beyond the fully developed
areap, 1.e. a4 north-south road 7 sve ' was an overwhelming vote
against any exbenglon o roadss 73 oubt of 80 vobing againgt the

proposale  The plens for the road were only in the survey stage

when war broke oul and so the proposal was abandoned,  Abtenmpls

o obtain assurance rom the Hydro-Blectile Commission aboub
poseible variations in the level of Lake St, Clair did not meetl

With suCeess, The Scenery Preservalbion Board report of 1939

mentionad that considerable damage had been ote
2

Clair as o result of the raisging of the level of the lake,

done atl I

By 1940 the Scenery Presevvation Board had proclaimed
approxinately 470,000 acres of scemic resgerves and the Fauna Board
had proclaimed approximately 800,000 acrea of fauna reserves,

The latter figure 1s very approximate and of course all the scenle
reserves were included in the fauna reserve total., The decade

1930 ~ 1940 saw limited efforts towards conservabion. Areas for

flora and fauna probection had beewn sel aside, btut the methods
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were very haphazard and initistive came from user organisations

or individuals rather than from any official congervation

aubhority or from general public demand., There were some

-

indications of fubure conflict but

sbs did not
resmrd it necegsary to bring the problemg to public atbention,

Change was relatively slow, so a gense of urgency did not

.

prevail and the walker/conservationist did not feel threatenad,

*

Men like Emmebtt and Smithies no doubt looked beyond purely

-

walking interests to broader lssues of congervabion, bul thelir
ghbanding and enviromment were such that they could work through

established institutions., This is not Lo say that they neglected

3 .

ublicity ¢ both Smithies and Bmmebth conbinued their vubllcilty
o

2

efforts throughout the period and undoubtedly helped Lo make
3 »

Tapmanians aware of the scenlc abbractions of the mountain regions,

and the recreational pobentisl of such areas, Terhaps it was the

bhreat to the reereational environment that transformed bthe walker,

who previcusly had only the adventure and enjoyment aspects

£3

recreation in mind, to the walker/conservationist, who reslised
hat Lo protect his recreabilonal environment he mugt draw publie

abtention Lo the relation of man to his whole environment,
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Walking being very much en individualistic
recreation the exlistence of clubs was not necessary for men to
Tollow thelr interests  Ag Tthe Hobart Welking Club's Record of

Twentyone Years 1929 -« 50 commented ¥ .., there is much to be

n

sald for the lono walker or for the small group who regulsrly
meel and go oul together into the ush and the mouwnbaing for

- 1
pence, relaxation, exercise or adventure asee ! Clubs provided

certain advantages in bthalt an organised group would provide

greater gcope for recreational activity and spesk with greater

~

avthority on matters concerning bushwallding and skilng, So it

was these and other congiderations that led to the founding of the
Hobart Walkipg Club in November 1929.  As opportunities for walking

were 8o plentiful near Hobart the founding of the club came somewhal
later than would be expected, Mopley considered that the needs of
e e b 7 ~ N P o P - ] % P A, P, G

the bushwalker were for many years catered for by the Iield
Noburaeliets! Club, and hence the late start of the Wallting Club,
Many of the Club members had already participated in skiing parties
organised by E.T.Smmeth. In fact active organisation of gkiing
preceded the founding of walking clubs, In 1922, following visits
to Mbe Buffalo and Mt. Kogclusko, Bmmett attempted to launch the
gport of skiing by taking parties to Lake Fenton. These elforts

resulted in improved access and accommodation at Hational Park,

9 D » £

and provided a nucleus for the founding of both the gki club of



)
2
Tasmenia in 1926 and the Hobart Walking Club, The ina

mesting of the walking club on November 12, 1929 was convened
by B.T.Brmett and the meeting was chalred by the Lord Mayor ,

ant who were to conbribube

JoTSoundy, Mallehe  Among

wot

a grest deal to the prowth of the club and to popularising
bushwalking were J.3.Thwaites, W.E.Taylor (elected President)

A White, and G.1.F,. Chapuen, to mention butb ¢

The firet few years of the club were more concerned

RTINS W T T S . PO R P LR A
with esbabllsh canigational details

club or walkd

rather than exben:

Regerve weg led by E.T.

the club assisted in the

making of a film to advertise ML, Wellinglon as & scenic abtbraction,

[ m,

The club magagzine, The Tesmanian Tramp, was

Februsry 1, 1933. The editors were B.0.Jomett and J.B.Thwaltes,

P

The megazine was foavourably received by the presgs, other walking

clubs the publiec, 2000 copies being printed with the financial
' =4

o

asssigbance of the Tourish Burecau. Brmett, as Director of the

of the club and its advertisemen

Buresu, no doublt sgaw the foundi

=

of the walking potentisl of Tasmsnis asg assigbing the objectives of

'!

tourist oromotion. Moreover, by the formotbi of organised groups

and aklers would be promoted,

che club was ! o.ee beginning to teke an active
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“

rament attention towards matters of
6

interast to walkers asee ! Areas of the shtate that had not

in drawing public and gove

been vigited for 15 or 20 years recelved attention from walkers.

IV

This ploneer:

cing was not cenbred entirely on Hobart, ag

gmithies and other wallkers of Leunceston, includi Lancast

penetrated far into the highland and western reglons of the siate
& ¥

not for mineral, foresgl or survey purposes, bubt Lor bthe gimple

:

pleasure of walking. TFollowing the explovatory tr of these

men, of members of the Hobart Wallking Club, priv groups like
the South West Bxveditionary Club, and individuals Llike M.L,

& o Ed
Urquhart and R Idvingstons the ‘renk and file! of the walkers

ore for hebtar access and erection of shelter bubts.,  Although

club membersh: wag consbitubed

mainly of professional, well-off urban clagses, the depression
affected pembership. From an initisl 20 in 1929 membershio

declined to 41 in 1934 -~ 35 and only reached 68 before the second

Wicated Thalt bthe club had
i

consolidated and that the worries of 1233 — 35 were past,

Eein

World War; but by 1936 - 37 reports

Official recognition of Club interest in the Hational Perk come
in 1938 yhen J.8dhwaibes wag appolnted to the National Park Bosrd.

At bhis transi

regult from any active public pressure upon the Scenery Preservation

Board, bubt wag ratber the recognition of common adms and ojectives
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and a resull of interealts thal were shared by bolh organisatlionsg,

This was nobt very surped g8 the same people wepre prominent

1 the two bodieg, As long ag wen Like #.7.Emmett wore active
and influential in bothe the Scenery Freservation Board, the
Hobart Walking Clib, and the Thurist Bureau, conflicbs of

*

interest cowld be minimiseda

Frenchmen's Cap had exerted quite an abbtraction on
walkers during the 1930's.  The Hobart Walking ©lub had in
1935 recommended that ' eae Fuilp's Track, from Frenklin River bo

1 ok

Frenchmants Cap be cleared and made pagsable {for fool braffic oo
The congtruction of the Lyell Highusy provided far eagler access
Lo the mounta n‘with the atlendant depredabions of hunters and
bughfires, so during 1940 - 42 R.M.Livingston conducted & one-man
canpaien bo have lthe area vaoiaim@d‘aS a reperve.  Although the
H obart Wallking Club was sympathetic 1t did not offficially
tarquprL@ in L lvingtonsts efforts. lHe first put the proposal

Lo the Scenery Freservebion Board in January 1940, but it was

T

rejected on the grounds 'e.. that the area was, al prese

inaccessible to warrent the suggested resgervatlon ...

Livingsbon continued his elforts and was assisbed by miblicity

resulting from lantern-glide lecturesy among these was a lecture

given by Smithies to the nerthern branch of the Royal Socieby in
LO

May 1941. Efforts were a@ﬂdlﬂd@d‘succn*sfvllv‘xwon on June 4
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1941 23,600 acres of Freanchman®s Cap were proclaimed a scenic
raesarve.  Lhe manner in which thisg area was reserved Indicated a

N

movement of initistive away from the offiicial boards to

individuals or clubs.  Previously propogals for reservabions had

originated largelyvfrom members of the various boards, or from
members in conjunction with oulelde individuals or organisalions,
The example of Frﬁnchman's Cap and later Leke Fedder and Soubh
West Netional Parkes indicated that the official conservation boards

«

were nolt as inberested op ag active ags the voluntary organisstions.

Ho doubt the members of the Scenery Preservation

X

Board and its subzidiary boards gave ag much energy and attenbion

as posaible to Lho adminigtr

the reserves, bubt bos

AN [ [ Pl e

composed of bolth government officials and interested laymen faced

peveral subsbantial problemsg,  Firstly the government officd

would probebly be involved in the affairs of thelr own departments
and g0 could not devole sufficient time to problems of conserveblon.
Also the government official would tend to view conservsebion f{rom

the viewpoint ind interests of his own department; when any clash

came the departmental 2at wondd

robably prevail. The laymen,
no matter how interested, again lacked time and expertise; no
doubt repregenbatives of municipal councils and tourist asscclationsg

did their best, but there was 1little to guarantee the appointment

of econservation minded men, With rising interegt in conservetion
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among bushwalkers the official bodies lost some status. The
long tenure of men on these boards, sometimes 20 years or more,
meant that attibudes accepbable in the 1930’) and 30's continued
into the 1950%s and 60%'s.  The relabtionship between walking
interssts and the Fauna Board was rather more tenuous.  Any

.

abbenphts to improve or direct the provection of fauna came from

ions or Irom

selentific Haturalists! Club; the

18]

Jatber for edample cooperating with the Faune Board and Royal
iety in a blelogical survey of the state in the late 1930%s,
Although official connechions between bthe verious clubs and boards
may have been infreguent the Limited nabure of interested classes
of people and of lHobart society in general, would have meant lha

nany ordinary members as well as oubgtanding individuels belonged

Lo more than one club.,  The connection of the Royal Soc:

«

ety with

4

jo

]

zoologists, botaniste and walkers was particularly evident.

One of the Hobart Walking Clubls first direct

i

references to conservation came in ah edilborial in The Tasy an an

Tramp of December 1946 s

sas We have become mors

lack of adequate public apyrccwatgo oﬁ ouf

and historic heritege, Mich of the Statels natural
through so-called develomment

beanty is disappear:
and Andustrlal expe on, but the grestest enemy of
; wes Lo support

all is the bush "2 pee Lne club corn
thﬂ efforts in conservation of the National Pork and
1

Scenery FPreservalbion Boards see L1
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The upsurge in interest in walking after the end the war

evident in the Hobart Walking Clubk repulted in the Tormabion of
the Leunceston Walking Club.  The initial guidance came from
12

omithies and Lencasgher, bt the development of club

L
resulted from the efforts of men like H.J.B. Plonley who was the

curator of the Queen Vichor

13

presidents of the club, Becanse the relative youth

Mugeum and one of the esrly

of club
nemberg and that they were more inberested in the adventure aspechbs
of walking, the Leunceston Walking Club was not closgely involved

.

in congevrvation dssues until the 1960%s,

Some of the probleme in adminigtration of the Scenery
Pregervation Act were overcome by the re-organisation of the
subsidiary boards in 1947. Some of the changes were thatl the
najor reserves were to be known zs National Yarks, and other
areas classified in a more gystemabic manner, such as cave or
historic reserve, and that four subsgidiary boards be appointed
one to control the whole of the Gradle National Park, one to control
Mb,. Fleld National Park, another to control the Port Arthur area,
and a fourth to control northern réserves apart from national

14
parks. In the same year Ben Lomond was declared a National
Perk. The proposal wag opposed by the Northern Taesmanian Alpine
Club and was the only cage where a recresbional interdst oppoged
15

the ereation of a natlonal park, The reorganisation of the



subgidiary boards gave TODPUﬁchﬂuu m bo the Hobart Walking Club
on both the Cradle board and the ML, Field board; a further
recognition of the work of the club in promoting conservation,
The oubebanding issuec of the years 1946 - GO wag the proposed
ield National Perk for timber

alienation of part of the Mt

enrploitation,. The Hobart W:

oprpogition to the proposal and cerbain members strove to make

the public aware of the isaue, The delbails of the Mb, Field
canpalgn are discussed fully in the next chapter, the issue is

only mentioned here as forming a significant part of growing

‘J /L;] ]\. C) LUb ac L1 V‘,‘L t’y

One of the immediste results of the Mb. Pield

campaign was the formation of a conservation pub-committee in

July 1949,  The proposal for the formetion of such a gube
committee came from Mrg, J.8.Luckman, who had been active in the
club for many years and wag closely involved in the protesis
about Mt, Fleld, As the Fleld Nobturalistg! Club had a similar
sub-committee it was sugrested that the two commilblees jolne
After the three years of inbensive work on the Mt., Field ipsue
interested persons and organisatlons resliged the ' ... need for
some body of veluntery workers to keep an eye on the conservabion,

o

not only of scenic pegources and wild life but of the natursl
; 17
ysources of the State ap a whole eoe ! wo a meebing was

s



P&gf‘ 59
galled and a commitiee of representalbives from the Hobart

Wall

Club, the Boyal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty

bo Animals, the Royal Australasian Orhwbhological Union and the
Youbh Hostel Assoclation 3 formed in 1951 the Tasmanian Pauna and
Flora Conservetion Committee.  Apart from the foundation of the

Fauna and Flore Gonservation Commitles anobher slgni

facl
wag that the Hobart Walking Club retained ile conservalbion sube
committee and bthe club was alwaye willing to comment on any matlhers
al'fecting scenery or fauna vreservabion. At a general nmeeting lr
July 1950 a scenery preservation gub-commitiee reported on efforts
o preserve the gkyline of Mb, Nelson in Hobart and that the
gub-committee would approach the city council, govermment, and press

18
on the matier. fgain in 1951 club efforts resulted in the
refusal of the City Council to allow commercial. interestss to

o g " 3“9 g

renove culbting grass from Wellingfon Fark, Further official
recognition of walking involvement in conservation was the
appointment of J.B.Thwaites to the Scenery Preservation Board in
1952,  Efforbs of the Walking Club, the Fauna and Flora

2l . " . PO o o o *
Yongervathlion Gommitbee and the Field Naturslistst Glub to increase

2o

Fie representation on the Fauna Board mel with success
ﬁf. O
in 1953 with the appointment of E.R.Guller Lo the Doard. The

the scientil

appointment of Guiler marked quite a subgtantial gain for
1
[

copgervabion interests, and as chairman of the Fauna Board

did muech to diréch the Board towards a more secientific viewpoinb.
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Hobart Walking Glub cooperated in the preparation and sgale of a

ER ¥ )

booklet entitled Why Conservation 7 The efforts of bushe

walkers to being public albtenbion Lo th

sgubject was emphasiged

in the editorial of the 1957 Tasmanisn Tramp ' .. the Club,

ibaell acbively interested in our national parks and with

on the controlling bodies, hasg done much bto focus

ey

. <3
miblic atbention on these national agsels sae ! The theme of

pablic appreciation of the wilderness was age taken up in the
1959 Tasmanian Tramp, bubt the editors commented that ! .. Becent
happenings do not augur well for the fubure ,.. ! The

editorial menbioned that 1t was only after an intengive publicity
campaign thet proposals to egtablish a sealing iandustry on the
Mecouarie Island sanctuary were defeated, and in contrest there
had been little concern aboubl extengive fires south of the Arthur

Ranges and the ¥ 4, degecrabion of the supmit of MU, Wellinglon sse

a5

by the erection of twe television sbabions sae !

The congservation lsgues faced in the 1950%'g, HOLdbLg

Mbe

Macquaris Taland, and the rapidly changi

environment brought to bushwalkers a reallsation that the need fop
conservabion had to be enphagised both to the public and Yo official
bodies, Difficulties ihvolved in Lands Department conltrol of the

Scenery Yreservation Board came te a head in the years 1958 - 61,

a result of the {rustration of developmental plans oroduced
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by the subsidiary boards and the Buperintendent of Reserves,
Certain recommendations involving the removal of Scenery Preg-
ervation from Lands Department conbrol, and smendment of Lhe
Scenery Preservalilon Aclt were made, bubt none were implemented,
Because of these problems,; the further decline of initimtive
among conservatlion bodies and the ohvious need for a thorough
overhaul of both the Scenery Preservatlion and Fauna Boardss the
confidence of walling clubs in these official bedies fupther
declined. At the game time walkers were becoming increasingly

interested in the problems of park management and a wore scienbilie

approach to conservabtion. The foundi

goof the South West

Sommitbee with Hobart Walking Club representation in 1962, the
worx of the Club congservation gub-comuibttee and the esbablishment
of a Hational Parks policy sube-commities in 1963, all indicated

3

the extent of growing involvement in congervallon mablers,
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PART 11T .

CAMPAIGNING :  MT. FIELD TO  LAKE PEDDER .



Like any other interest sbout which only o few
veople feel strongly, conservation could not be expecbed to
receive conbtinuous public attention, 14 was only when

inciples that

oubstanding lesues arose involving clear-cut

=3

the general public was involved. Three such issues were ¢ A
proposal to alber the boundaries of the Mb, Field National Fark
to allow timber Lo be exploited; the egtablishment of a sealing
industry on Macguarie Iglands and the flooding of leke Pedder as
part of an hydro-electric development scheme, The lessons learnt
from each of the issues bended to accumilate, and often the same
people were involved. Fallure 4o modify the stand of the anti-

4

congervationists did not discourage interesded persong, but rather
they were Tired with further zeal not to allow any more spoilation.
The inberests the conservationists were opposing were not

1

ndividual depredations, bub the operations of large privatbe

,).

companies encourasged by the government,or government organisations.

ition of congerva

s

o achiewe any recogn lon principles two apnrosches
vere possibla.  One involved a direct appeal to the public through
the mass media, the other involved a more direct approach to

politicians and public sepvantss  Nelther approach wags used

exclusively by one group or snother, or in any particular issue,

but certain differences in the dominant method of approach

perceived in the various operations.
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Augtralion Newsprint neiat

Manufacturers, A certain anount of

relative advente of these concessions,

the @ of the moat efficient

2

nmade atb Hnanse

el

TEBOULCas, iho 400 souare miles of the

stralian Newsprelnt Millg in 1935

to Aug

Lan

“eient, because by 1946 the company a

acreg:of the National Park foreagl by alterin

norh ore: I Ty BT W
& report prepared by B.0.Kess

[
AL

in 1945 on the ' Foregl d Forestry Admi

1

gbated that 1 ., lAustralian Newsprint |

practically on a face without forestry

the company had faliled to glve working

rrogranmes and probection of forest

reconmend thet until a complete survey of

had been carried oub and

e

sperr companies reached, the govermment

oo

foresh

axtangive conces

doubt wa

did

ell, Commormwealtl

gupervision
plans
The report con

e

agreement on the needs of the
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nad |
, and some

13 )

+
383 o

iong ho

1 Paper and Pulp

Tos
Sul

expregssd as Lo the

¢ had

ag the barg: beo

utilizgation of foregh

Florentine Vally leased

{3. <
not appear to be

thenpted to acquire 12,000
3

the park boundaries,

LNg L
Controller of Timber,

nistration of

the forest

!

Dos

and that

Lore rovﬂner.;ion

]

tirnmed Lo

the forest resources of

two

ghould enter no further
(.)
The paper companies

mants involving bimber resources,

commi

) L
A% {

had pogt-war expansion plang that would

dntake bub in contrast to

had secured b ... cubbing

rights over adeque

subgtancially Increage thelrp

the paper companies

te supplles of Limber for
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very long periods

sae | The ares to be al

enated from

. s B *

the Notional Eark constituted approximately 2% of the concession

areas held by Augtralizn Hewsprint Mills, yet

; the company claimed

that the area was epsentlal for thelr expansion programme.,

The initial propogsls for alienation were rejected by the Scenery
&

Preservation Board, even though the company offered in exchange

7,000 acres of thelr concegslons at the northern end of Nabional

Porks

By early 1948 these efforts had come to public

notice and signg of opposition had emerged,  Commenting on the

el

previous refusals of the Scenery Fregervation Board and

propoged exchange echeme, the jerggyy of February 13, 1948 gtabed

that 1 .. the proposed exchanse .. (Would] sss be congsidered by
PLOL & J o

the btwo boards soon, and it ﬂae[WQgJ.g. Likely that strong objections

,Q,I@Quldje.y be volced Lo the propomalaa, ' Possible opposition

wag countered by an extensive publicliy campaign conducted by

f.l‘/

hugtralian Newsprint Millse  The ex ion programne of the

company provided good materisl for the press and hence the Mercury

s

did little Lo assist the publicity efforts of the conservation

interests. The protest againgt the alienablon apnealed Lo the

public in several ways. On May 10, 1948 M.R.S5.5harland opened

an exhibition of water colours of the park. AL the opening he
A%
9

stated thab ' ... Notional Parke are set apart for the people cae!

iy



the priasciple that 2 nabional park should he

]

vegument was uged again and agein by
congervationigte, In some ways it wag nob an entirely valid

areument . As has been menbioned, many reserves, especially
{5 3 . 9 k

the Cradle Mt, area , resulbed from a complex amalgam of inberests,

rithout any assertions the'

boundaries should nolt be aliered.

No doubt many of the promoters hoped that reserves should be

'

dedicated to the people for ever, bub such hopes were never given

the gtatus of policy by either the Scenery Preservation Board or
the government. During May and June 1948 a congiderable number
of letlers protesting apainst the alienabion of part of Mb. Fleld
were published. Also various outdoor recreational groups made
public protegbs about the matter; on June 9, 1948 the Alpine
Club of Southern Tosmania expressed strong opposition to any
10
alienation of the parka. Later in June the Launceston 5Q,000

1.
league volced sinillar opposition.

lig)

The initial reaction from various interests was
gufficient for the government to consider referring the

legiglation on park alienabion to a Jolint Select Committee of

12
both houges. anenbarians felt some concern over the
proposal,  Benabtor 0'Byrne, a mewmber of fhe Cradle Mb, Board

y

» rotegted and R, Townley M.H.A, also expressed doubls,

Carbaln reservations aboubt the proposed alienabion were expressed

oy W Bl
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in Labor caucus. Dre Ro7DTurmnbull (Minister for lHealth )

of the

was thought Lo be nob convinced of the ad

and wanted to be able bto volee his opinion vhen the mabber was
14
o +

debated, The publiciby efforts of the ovponents provoked

the Premiecr ( ove ) to maintain that ' ..e 2 propaganda

{.

Lo bring aboul premature oppogition to the

for sechlonal to condernn the proposal

withoul being aware of the £acts see ! The implication that

critics of government policy did nob know the fachs was used

continuously. From the point of fsmear bactics! 1t probably was

1

quite effective, and to counter such arguments congervation

interdsts did considerable ressarch, Their efforbs wers assisted

L

in gome cases by govermment officisls who gave valuable hints of

what; of argument to follow, The Premier's statement that

the area had T .. 10 real scenic value gee NOP oo Wag accegsible
BT

to visltors eee ! contradicted the refasal of ‘the Scenery

Preservation Board to approve alienations; this relative impotence

of the Boaprd in face of strong economic demands was one of the

points that emerged {rom Lhe conbtroversy.

During the latter part of 1948 there were no further
developnents, as elections in September wmade the government wary

of controversy. The ex vrogramme of the Augtralian

Newgprint Mille al Boyer wag given extensive press coverage and

35}

~

Y

the articles enphasised the great benefits such T development ¢



M

would bring to Tasmania. The ]

mentloned bul there were quibe

mist be misguided and igrorant.  The
the Lands Department announced that
eglern boundary was in doubb. As

in February 1949 ' ose & bill to be

will clear up doubts

4

Park and timber concessions held by

Pape 70;

ppesition to develomments thal would bring prosperity to Tasmania

saue was complicated when

the precige locetion of the

a resullt the Premier stated

subrnitted in the March session

about the boundarics of Mb. I'ield Natlonal

Austrolian Newsy

and «se aboulb 4,000 acres were involved see “he ldgsue wag

raised at the State Conference of the Labor Party in March 1949,

Senator Q'Byrne wag especlally crib

dleal of government proposals,

but the conference decided not bo take any actions The rejected

4 1

mroposals for direct alienation had

( Themselves the subject of counter

been changed frow doubbs

~ ldoubls! } concerning the

park boundaries, bto a matber of resolving the park boundarye This

nanoeuvre did not alter the

n

conservationlists were concerned,

225 1949 Mercury commented that

o
£y et Feps £y e
ag rar as

»d in the Marcoh

to Australian Newsprint Mills wos simply direct allenation, if the

surveys found any ovellap why
the shortage of timber wap so acute

a full enguiry was needed,

park misg out,  Also if

as maintaiced by the Gompany,

¥ the conceasion



The promised Joint Select Com of eng

began taking evidence al the en

il 19459, Awmong the

evidence were the Hobart Walking Club,

Club and the Royal Soclely of Taswenia.

The campaign

roerience Lo achive conserveblonists.

e

There was o conglderable amount of cooperation among the varilous

iong and dndlviduals, The sfforts were directed ab

several Llevels and used verious aspprosches. Much of the
formatilon gained wag in spilte of governmsnt gecrecy. Mro.

Je8.luckman, who took a leading role in the campaign commenbed

on the

ese Lnlom

gouraas - Crom within the

vet felt that The principle

iovolved was worth the Light see | Some of the

concentrated on

& T KT IRV S LT T T
ies the dAugtralian Hewsprint Mille
evidence, others pal the case for the preservation of the

tallest flowering trees in the world ( encalypbus

that existed in the forest, and the inadequacy of the exchange

R A

ATes , The experience gzined

the Joint Selecet Gommittee and a derutation to the Legislative

Gouncil, consisting of G.D.Lyons, H.K.Aves and J.35.Lucknan,

enabled cone

srvalioniats to become acqus

procedure, hear the evideunce of Lh
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15

avtibude of politicians ltowards conger Some

e

measure of bhelr efforts cmerged

in the
20

o

Apsembly when the Premier atlacked the campalgn against the bill,

The bill was referred back to the Joint 3elech Commitiee on

December 12, 1949, but it oventually pagsed through all stages

“of

during the 1950 session, the Royal Assent given on Decenber 14,

’

1950,

ey

Fauna and Flors Gongervation

Committee whose formation resulbted from the Mb, Field s

wag very clogely invelved in protests 5 the establishment

Macguarie sl

and the Macquarie Island issue in 1959,

interested organisations lLike

Clubg conbtimied lLhelr close abitenbion on conservalion lesues.

The Fauna dand Plora Congervaebion Coammithes estsblished iteelf

<<1

an unofficilal advisory body, occe ed for advice

vionally being as

s

by government boards or departmentg. Much of the work of the

commitlee was done through private approaches and through lebters

depulabions to ministers aod members of porliament, Tha

value of thig somewhat ' soft ' line beceme apparent during the

Moequarie Ieland campaign,  Beceause of the proctice of persons

information bafore official amouwncerents aboub

Il

natters of possgible concern to the committee, the campad

L

1 against




Wed «Powell P.lu, hod obtained the
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the sealing venture to Macquarie Tsland was able to leap inbo

Full operation as soon as a public announcement wag made.

the proposed operations on Macquarie TMWﬁnu were

first publicly mentioned on March 13, 1959, when the Mercyry

E)

and that an

headlined the provogals of the gealing ve
expedition to Macquarie legland was leaving the next ddVo
AdoFowell, the managing director of the Melbourne firm of

the State

Board for the sla

governms er of male elephant

1ls on the island.  Immediste protests came the next daye

Some of the steps included a telegram to the Prime Minister,

moves o org: protests among aniwal welfare and conservation

v

1, and a cable requesting asgighbance

interegts throughouwt Ausbra.

from the International Union for the Probtection of Hature in

rugsels,. Congervation intereg argued thalt bhe

stronghold for penguin, olbher sea birds and various

specles of sealg,ond dny sealing industry would lead to decimabion

1

and the possible exbinction of the elephant The Fauna Boapd

so abtacked as il was

W

be Impoged aince of

slon was not posgible.

“

From March 16 to the reburn of the expedition on

L7 the Mercury pu

letters of protest almost daily.

The T three ediborials on the subject ag well

fa—

also publi

4

ag many articles on the islopnd and its wildlife,  Fart of the




Page 74,

editorial of March 17, 1959 glated ' ... Objecltiong already

voleed are suf{lcient to ralge wve doubts as to

Che wigdom

of the decigion which the government hag

would be

duty, therefore,

gubnit b

whole gchenme to partliss

of the news ... suggests
an unfavourable reaction, it was throught best Lo maintain

silence on bhe negobtistions as long as possible esee ' The Fauna

1

and Flora Conservabion Gommitbee passed a regolubtion @

se ig ﬂhocked soe With news

slishment of & sesling
anigue ﬂ*mal sancbuary of
Becognising that the igland
is the scle by ground of mammalg dhd Oerp
of great zoolo L interest and high
al and that sea elephants are prOUmoL@d in
the area by governmen
that the Aninals an& Birds Frotection Board is
seriously at fault in not having objeclted to the
pogsibility of the fatna being explolted for
comnerciol profit ees St

eve That this commi
of the proposed 0"‘5:4,
intuisbry on the
cousrie lal

L0

oroclamation, it believes

e

some of the letbers of protest came from oubg!

1o Tasmenis,.

Captain F. Hurley, who had accompanied both Mawson and Shackleton

1

on thelr antarcetic expeditions, was culte out
22

poken in

oppoeiti Ol The London Tines published an appeal by Glive
Pl

Ganson of Hobart to British gcientific societies; Sansom was

also very achbive in letter writing to both the Tasmanian and

mainland press.  Various assoclations including the Tasmanian

Pield Neburalistbs! Club, the Canine Defence League, the Tasmanian



Animals Protection Sociely, also made public protesbs. The

igsue wag baken up by the Liberal lb?by who probested against the

high=handed acltion of the governmeunt and mainbtained that the seals

were not o menace to figh and that the ilsland was nob over -
ol

FLdd

populated, The egtent of oo Toreed the Premier

L g u . ( L e eien T i .
{ BoJisReece ) to call a conference to discuss the sealing proposal

and related fauns santbuary matters.  The delegates bto the
conference were Dr. Po Law, Director of the Antarctic Division of

&

the fxternal Affairs Departmnent, Dr. Bryden, Director of the

an Government Film
o
25

Tagmanian Museun, the Director of the Paame

Unit and three represgentatives of interested organisations,

The Prewmier defended the governmeabl posibi

maintain :onle or orga

o}

maki. sufficlent know

and although not in favour of descration of ssnebuaries he was

orepared to listen bto proposals to remove excess wildlife under
26

proper control,

)

oimilar comments aboub the lack of public
knowiedge were made by Powell on his return from the dsland, e

contradicted govermment stabtements that the expedition wag purely
£&r survey purposes by the asnnouncement that a licence had been

217
lasued hefore the ship salled. Powellls statement wag in burn

[

4.

contradicted by the Minister for Agriculture, J.J.Dwyer, who sald

hat the tion had been for a temporary licence under the




(24
Grown Lands Act of 1935 for one acre of the Island. Some of
the objections of the conservablonists were overruled by Dr. lLaw,

who stated that the Antarttic Division had approved the propossl

providing there was adequate supervislon, and there was sufficlent

data about the seal population to allow conmtrolled slaugh

Agitation opposing the proposal conbinued.  Among
the continuing flood of correspondence there was o lebber guoting
V.BeScheffer of the United States Fish and Wi Ldl:jn Bervice, as

shating that any interference with the geals would lead to thelr

extinction, and a protegt Irom the Ur
29
tfu/

Department The issue was resolved on April 14, 1959, when the

vergity of Adelaide Zoology

government amnounced bthal they would not issue a licence for the

taking aeals. Thig decislon was justiflied on the grouads

that the project recelved a congiderable amount of opposition, and

A eppeared that Lithle benelit would accrue Lo Tasmeniens from
30

such a projeche. Apart from public pressure there were obher

Py
ud

Factors that influenced the govermmentls decision. The Parliswentary

Labopr Party was at that time faced with a very small majority and the

-

“refusal of Dre R.J.De Tuenbull resign Trom the parby complicated

matters.  Problems within the party, plus the prospect ol an

election in the near fubture meant that the government could not

.

afford completely Lo ignore public epinion, Alsgo asg the processiog

o
plant wae not bo be based in Tasmania and the project was nob perd

of any largew-gcale development that could be publicised as essential
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to Tasmanlals progress, the govermment was nolb committed bo its

supvort,.

The T

ke Pedder

unprecedented publicity to congervetions bul the ecampe

tBave Loke Pedder! was only part of a broad sttempt

the need for conservalion., The whole of the south woqL, hitberto

aole

only of idnterest Lo bufuwm1\orn, wag brought Lo public atbention

thirough proposals for a South Woph Hatlonal Park and the problems
involved the Hydro Blectric Commissionts Gordon River power

seheme s

In the years preceding 1967 the south wesh of Tasmania

had become more and more popular ag a recrsational area, gliving

_l
m

orachically the wltinate in s expeprience. Many people

having observed the increased rate of encroachment on guch aresg

something had to be done to prevent any further

By the end of 1961 there were a few indications that
B

hydroselactric works might affect the Lake Pedder area. Many saw

gsueh works as opening up previously inaccesgible areas and

")'

congidered that any modifications would enbance the scenic attractions

Opening up such regions was, however, a mebter of degree, oot tracks

and vehicular accesg Lo the edges of guch areas wore acceptable to

bushwa Lk;ng and conservatbion interests. One man so inclined to the
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idea of limited develomment was R Brown M.L.Ce He gaw in the

a tourist abtraction, bhrough
10y
24

south west considerable potential as
improved access and fauna 'pro*t;c:;c:“l;i@'s:xe One of hig first

objectives was a south west fauna regerve, By the end of 1961 he
announced that the government was congidering such a proposal and

23

fauna Board had inspected the area.

that Dre B.R.Guiler of 1

A

Brown conbtinued his efTorts btowards a south west fauna reserve
during March and April 19623 making statemenbs both in parlisment
and in the pro::sa His proposals were fully endorsed by the Hobart
Walking Glubj; the March 23, 1962 Mercury printed a letbter from a
member of the club, BW.Davis, who commended Brown's suggestilonsg
and sgtressed the need for action before it was too late. The
efforts of Brown and the Hobart Wellding Club made sowme impact upon

the govermment, for the Minister for Lands and Works, D.A.Cagl

D1
agreed on the need for fauna znd Lire protectlon in the south west
Uy 3

A

bt said that there was not enough money for 2 national parl,
The efforts of 1961 - 62 brought the realisation for
B

-he need of & commitlee to coordinate efforts aimed st the

development of the south west, So on November 12, 1962 Brown

o g

convened a meebing of reprepentatives of organisations lnteregted

in the south west. AL this meebing ¥ ... 1t was regolved to f¢

14

!
an organisation to work for the conservation of the area and the
introduction of a rabional plan for the development of ite

35

TRBOUICES aas | The emphasis laid by the committbtee onn ¥ s 4
AN &
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rational plam.mav for develomment .., ' represented one of the firsh
abtenpts to present conservablon as something more than preservation,
Conpervabion was presenbed as something dypamic in an atbempl bo

counter arguments that bushwalkers were a selflish minority wishing

P

1

lock up vast areas for bheir exclusive

1we.  In some ways the

dynamilce aspect of congervation was nob sulficlently

R
k91
@

'O
kel
ua
i
%
At

AL
-
b

may nov have been unbil after the campaign that the full implications

]

of such an aprroach sank home » The formation of the South West

Commiltbee was closely Tollowed by government announcements about
x Al

Hydro-Blectric Commission exploration work in the soubh west and

now such developnenbts would bring great bvenefltes Lo Tasmanians

26

ineluding opening up aress of great tourdst potential, b certain
gmourth of doubt about the scenic value of such developments was
expresced by the Mercury of December 14, 1002, ! veo Tosmanians are
paying a big price for their hydro-electric power, not only in the
bills they pay ag consumers, bul in the logs of acenlec assobs
resulling Trom the congtructlon of power schemes @;;“ The Pauna
and Flora Congervabion Commilbbtee had also considered the probleoms
of the south westh and had prepared pleng for the conbrolled
37

development of the srea. Fajor features of the plang were
proposals Lo zone various areas according to land use, a polnt thatb
was well received by the press.  The efforbts of the South West

5

Commithee and interesbted individuals conbinued to give bthe south wesh

[+ R

rublicity, which definitely increased public inberest in the aresa,



. report of the South West Committec ( April

mentioned that they had carrl

ed on s considerable amount of

correspondence with the government regarding conserv:

Sion matbbers,.
The report gtressed the need for increased publicity on the

conservabion of the south west.

The cause of a Soubth West National Park receilved a

setback in August 1964 when the Premier anncunced thatl there was

no need for such a park. He m

dpulf
national parks and scenic reserves and that to make the soubh west

a reserve would hinder development of hydro-electric power, mineral,
38
and forest resourcess An initial project involving the Sowth

e,

Wept Commibheels policy of planned development resulted in an outline

plan on the fubure protec

n, access, development and control of the

gouth wegbe.  The plan wap the work of a subscommitliee consisting

BM.Davis, J.B.Thwaites and M.9.R.Sharland. Provisions included
the retention of Lake Pedder National Fark, the extensgion of the

present foreshore reserve at Fort Davey, greater fire protection,

 of & the repreantation of conserve

organisations on a committee Lo control south west development,

and the preservation of such areas ag the Arthur Ranges and Mb,

s

Anne,  Throughoub all the publicity on hydro-elechbric power

developments very little specific information was divulged.  This

'Y

wag in Line with the general pract the GCommigsion of ¢

only one project at a time for parliamentary approval, and nob

icient




e
A
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Lo

revealing eny information unbil wning was virbtually conpleted,

o @

Hence each individual project wasg discussed in ilsolablon withoub

ence bo any coordinabed pl of pegource develomrent,  The

igsue: bhe Soubth West Commithes atbempled to streass wag not the

elfect of individual programmes of development, bubt the lack of

nated developmends

COOTH

Petfinite information that Lake Pedder would be

modified! came as a re ult off the Premierls reply to a nine-yesr.

old Devenp

orbtgirls Many of his statemeants were strongly

abbackeds one writer sbated ' ..o From his remsrks sbout preservation

of beauly ses I s ls and the governmentls -
40

idess on conservalbion are years behind podern world concepbs ces !

the pressure of conger conbributed bo the formation

of a government Inter-De

~tmental Commlttee to advige on all aspects

:

of goubh west develoment. The South West Commitbee wes invited to
noninate a pergon for memberghip, bub Cobinet decided that membership

£ the committec should be confived to representatives of the
41

departments concerned.

dewed the Inter—

Departmentsl Commities as a geslbure rabher than any

coordinatlion, ags The

Lives would opush departm

o,

v approaching the problems from s more unbiased

The cause of congervation refeived further publicity through the

.

Aagtralian and New Zesland Asgoclation for the Advancement of Sclence



conference held in Hobard Anong the papers

=nee b

given at the confe

o

vith Tosmanian el forts towards cong

Dy . Mogley of

she soubh weeht and stated

lewvecastle was particularly

that 1 see Not many Tasma were yebt aware thabt they were very

lgue resource sse bhrough the technological

invasion of the south west ees [ and that the answer o the problems
of develooment in wilderness are 1“1 oo WaE a sysben of balanced

functional classification based on the best posgible knowledge of

parkland capabilities and the envirommentel regulreme
42

different uses s¢6 ! As well as conbinuir roaches to the

sovernment the South HWest tee exle

programne to include the publication of 5,000 pampl

cortbinued coloured slide exhibibions. The commitibee had also

ion organisaltions throughoutb

received offers of support from congerve

achievement was the declaration of

Augbral

il 1966,

1,600,000 acres in the south west as o Fauna Disteict in Ap

welsed the need for conservebior

The Tasmanian Tramp of 1966 emy

the south wesb.  The magazine editorial mentioned Mosleyts

onal park development and hoped that they would

government planning.  Above all the edlitors
bl
For urgent actlion,

The unofficial contacts that conservation in

had developed, revealed in August 1966 that the loke Pedder areca
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would be flooded Lo ) foot contour L

nvolved

the creali

sletely oblitera > Pedder

with the possibilities of extengive mud flabs.

report the South West Comniltbee mentioned that W.M.Deacock , the

i

newly appointed secretary of the fustralisn Conservation Foundation,

had recently visited Tasmania and had given sever:

Woopublic lectures

on congservation. In accordance with ite general policy of |

development, the committee had for some time been preparing &

‘0

Submisgion Covering Congervatlon and Development in the South Wes

wos forvarded to the Premier for government consideration on

30, 1966,  The recommendations of the submission were s

g oup of a comp b oauthority
s s to plan Tor the fubture
Jinated development of gouth west Tas B see
i Buthority of a magber
: c*vc\loomc ot on a longer
8 1ls available the
berim protection for the reg
1 aninmal life

Y

The foprmatbion by "%;’r
gsoubh we
However un
fective 1n
wCZ(t,J,}G-,,L“},f and

- }’ - t
3.  The ¢

provigiol
lonts

, Lbhin south west of a
nablon r‘k, 100‘1“’];)0‘1:*2 Fey present reserves

Port De and Lake Pedd

be  The zoning
s-l]ﬁ" for recreabior
br; bLishmend o:ﬁ W] dm:* slcts
1 of habltat, to the

GOnGS
o “;:’;,,,on"

5e The
condition of
environments
gam) D Tasme
critics
gsoubh weglt ag a tourist alblra c,L i oa,
po,;,pi.b.,..nlﬂ by of accommodation in cerlain

inbengive

endemic
presentatbive

b we i,,, to cong
and animal

46

Individual. elubg ag well as

Ly formed o isations like

the Soubh Wegt Commitlee conbinued to emphasise the nged for

LRz
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Pield Haturaliste! Clu

congervalblion, The Tasmani
a 'Cage for Money for Naticnal Parks ' late in August 1966,  The

Case! recelved quite exbtengive publi OLbf and coupled with the

contimuing Tlow of letters and articles on the south west and Leke

Pedder, conservation lssues were kepb before lce  Among

one from Gueensland

the letters were many from outside Tasma

emphasised the point thalt Leke Fedder was a nablonal, not just a
A
Gtate asseby  another from Sydney agreed with

ont made by

the gouth weslt wag some of the
48
the world,. In repw

Llary

cotntry y to the critical

tone of correspondence the Premler seid that the Inter-Departmental

Commitlee was wabching all aspects of development in the south westl,

i

the need for balanced

and the govern

eve Some people had

he maintsined

2

1:10‘{;‘ interfere in the area ab all see and Tthat some of the

intergtate organisations who I

49

 the 2100 oes! The Hydro-Rlecl:

Little kmowle

't In bhe south west would not

a0

s

(AW Enight) stated

affect the gcenlc beauty Lo afiny great degree, and thal it wag

wes what effect the works would have on the south

weshs. Sueh statemenis consbitubed the main govermment defence

snh opened up

against criticism, esgpecially the point that developm

L

previously inaccessible soenlc areas. Gonservationigbs replied

Also

had contacted him had ne experience and

ie Commissiones



that to the government the lLourist and scenic agpects of such
projects wag only an incidental consideration, and in facl projecte

Sions ,

were nob plemned to preserve scenlc atbra

With the growing wealisation among some bushwalkers

K

1o be {looded and thatb

Leke Pedder was definltely gol

ot

ha

organisations like the South West Commitiee were not ( in theilr

P :.

sufficient protests aboub the mablers a group, mainly

winds ) meking

drawn from the Lawunceston and North Weet Walling Clubs, Tormed the

43

Save Lake Pedder National Park Committee.  The apparent lag

an

j 1Y
‘

&

@

ive of the South West Gomibltee resulbed largely from

the commithee attempbed Lo

methods of operation,  Altho

mablicise its objectives as much as posgible a large amount of work

nvoly:

was done in a semi g depubations and

the Premier was mal

corres ing

governmentts cloge attentlion bo south

&=
3
o
S
o
=
o

avnouncenents ghressing
west developments s bhe commithee could not overtly atback
govermuent actions. The Save Lake Pedder Coumithbee had no much

lent of the committee wag !

1ons. The pre

dnkibih

very achive bushwalker and president of the ILe

b f

the secretary was F.Cgbims, of Devonporl, ancther very active wallker,

Both men were somewhat younger bhan the Hobart people involved in

conservetion matbers. The aimg of the Commithes

vere simple and direct ¢ raise money G

 public gubseription,



appeal to z2ll or: song and dodividuals possible for

> )

and geck the maximpn amount of publicity over the particular dssue

Iy

With the enbry of another nmore oubapoken

gubgtantially incressed. In contragh

4,

bo earlier campaigns in which the letters could be traced te a

5

somewhat restricted group, the humber and ra letbers publighed

~d

on Lwke Fedder #ad the asgocisted tovlie of hydro-elechric power

]

seneration, indlcated that syond bushwalking

thaer owtdoor clubs,

The Cindings of the Inter-Devartmental Commitbee on the

soubh west did 1ittle to evhance confidence in goveriment managemnent.

Pedder was described ag of 'no consequence!, the

mittee saw no need for a coop
["'g

A
national parka When the Hydro-filectric Commisgionts

inating body, and rejected proposals

nlan on the Gordon River oroject was tabled in parliswent

May 1967, a deputation from bthe Soubh West Oommititee dis
a few members of the Legislative Councll the desirability of an

indem

dent enquiry. These negotlations combined with the intense

public interest in the matter resulited in the formation of =

3-4

Legislabive Council Selecl Commitiee on June 14, 1967,  The terms

the enquiry wepe

8

o fL,, The establicshment proposed E‘om‘ jon
Ri power development and its e "f"voi o Lak

?‘edd er and the Lake &

2e  Whetll o1 any modifi

gcheme is prachicable or do X
3 ‘J.‘k posal to establish a thermal power

[

LX) )Vv

0

proposed
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The Select Commibbee recelved ovidence {rom A4 pergons and 12

i

nisations.  Inecluded were the Lounceston and Hobart Walking

(lubg, the Save Lake Pedder and South West Committeecs, the Royal

lustralagian Orndthologists Unlon, the Scenery Preservation Board
and the Fauns Board. The conservationists went to conglderable

trouble in the preparation of evidence and cousulbed all possible

Lividouals. Paber

and 1

Mugtbralian and overseas

scoll, the British wild eirt, senb a strongly worded cable to

the Premier 3 Sir Edmund Hillary did likewise. While evidence wag

being taken the Save Leke Pedder Commiblee continued bo digbribube

pamphlebs and car gbtlckers, and circulated a petition agad

Llooding of the lake, Tasmenian and mainland newspapers
extensive arbicles and phobographs on Leke Pedder, the Saturday

2

Byvening Mercury printed practically the whole of the Sonth West

Mheals 'Submissionet

Corn

The efforts to save Lake Pedder fauileds bubl they ereated

3 >

an intenge interegt in problems of conservalbion. The recommendation

»

Legiplative Gouneil Seleet Commithtee revealed signs of a new

albtitude tovards conservatlon, The commibiee recomniged that V.s.
The propogal to Llood Lake Pedder had atiracted s spontaneoug

ing community

nablon-wide intevesht which clearly indicated a

ation of

attitude o principles of congervation

nalbural. envivoament see and Lhat the case for rabionsl conpervalbion



hag found bhoth accephbance and approval within the ranks of eoe
53
the commiltee ¥ Vany of the recommendations of the Selech

Sommittee were not dmplemented by the government bul the

congervationiats monaged Lo gain a limitation of the level of the

new lake, and the promise of new Nat: and Congervation

«

The operations of the Save Leke Pedder Comniblee and

the Soutbth ¥ Commitbee could be

as complemsnd one anobher,

The semiwof ] status of the enabled the members Lo gain

information that would otherwige be unobtainable, and imparted some
degree of reasonableness to thelr demands,  The Save Lake Pedder

groun were always outspoken, and

of the shate they could nob have ready sccess to governn

South Wegt Commitltee members bowever acknowledged bhat the ‘*noiset

o

made by the Save Lake Pedder Committee proved very useful

vublicity aspect of the campaign. This was in spite of early feors

0o L34 )

that the egishence of two groups would divide the effort and go

s

weaken conservalion forces. The efforts of the conpervablionists

did not ceage with the approval of the Gordon River Develovment bill,

bt Lake Pedder and the south west provided an lssue that generated

o

an extensive public interest in congervabion; and a large part of

that interest

> growing involvement of the bughwalker.
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Certain inadequacies exigbed in the three main
conservationist organisalblons The Save Lake Fedder commitbbee

was only isolated incident. The

commitbee may have looked further than the Lake Pedder issue, and
wae open to public sembership, bubt it could nob become a

congervationist satbion In its own right.  The Fauna and

Plora Commitbee and the Soubth West Commithbee had broader alms
but thelr general appeal was limited because membership was
congbituted of organisations, not individuals. The experience
cormection with

of the pogt ~ 1946 canpaigns and the develop

the gtage after Lake Pedder
would have to be one that appealed to a wider group then bush
This need was met in the formation of tha

5

ad bodles

n Trusts  The previous!

were in favour of the Trust, It did nob however , mean the end of

their work, because until the Trust became esbablished as o pressure

group, the other bodies would £ill a need, The Trugld marked an
atbenpt to move owbgide the orbilt of oubdoors clubs and appeal ho

inberesbed in conservalbion, It 1o far too soon to apsesy

the impact of the Trust, and whebher in fach It will appeal to groups
beyond ouldoors clubg. One debtalls dis reapsonably clear s

ughwalkers snd thelr clubs have contribubted a great deal towards

Trugt, and verbaps of even more gig

o

leanee,

towards the growth of public inberest

conaervatlon.
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