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Introduction

This is a study of Walter Alan Woods and the Clipper, the radical
Journal which he edited from 1903 wuntil 1909, Tt was the decade when the
working classes of the island known as "Sleepy Hollow" awakened politically.
T suggest that the Clipper was both a symptom and a cause of this

awakening.

A knowledge of Woods's background (he was about forty when he took
over the editorship) promotes a keener understsending of the attitudes and
views expressed so forxeefully in the %m In the first chapter T
have endeavoured to present a picture of the activities of his formative
years on the mainlend, as far as I was able from the limited information
available. I have also tried in that chapter to give an overall summary
of the type of paper the Clipper was, its history and the regard with

which it was held.

?ﬁ«’oodﬁ believed with most of his generation in the nineteenth
century concept of Progress, He was part of the tradition which set
the "common men" in cepitals against the gentlefolk, the rich and the
aristocratic; the tradition which bailed the Labor party as the un=
challenged vehicle of Progress. The obstructlon in the path of Progress
in Tasmania was identifiled as the L@g:i.sl&tive Council, supported by the
system of Lend Menopoly. The second chapter exemines Woods's attitudes
to these alleged pillars of stagnation and his proposals of reform.
Ag the title of the chapter indicates, Woods set reforms in a hierarchy
of importance. At the top was lend nationalization which wag often

treated as a penacea. Nesr the bottom was New Protection, which Woods



impatiently dismissed ag a useless palliative. Woods never lost sight
of the ultimate goal of Hoclialism and tlhe vealization of a Cooperative

Commonwealth,

Chapter three 18 a dizcusslion and asgessment of Woods's role in
the early Labor movement in Tasmania. He contributed to its development
most significently as editor of the Clipper and as a fervent union organizer,
I suggest that he ceoutribubted most constructively in the former capacitys
The inflexible application of m:mland.@xpemenc:@ to Tesmanian conditions

marred the success of his la‘atax‘ mission.

Finally I hope that this thesis has not grogssly offended the mores

of what Peter Coleman in Australian Civilizebion was pleased to call the

Counter Revolution in Australian historiography. T would like to think
that it is possible to write radical and Labor history without an
indecent identification with the subject metter; without that histoxy

being mere academic indulgence in the Australianist legend.



Chapter One ¢ The Bditor and the Journal

(1) The Editor

Walter Alan Woods arrived in Tasmania from New Zealand sometime in
1895. At that time and through the years that followed few people who
met, or offered support to that energetic, albeit dapper looking gentleman
with the distinctive bald head knew of the colourful experiences and
notable achlievement which filled his years prior to arrviving in Tasmania.
In his campaign speeches for the House of Assembly elections of 1906 and
1909, he referred to his long years of organizing Lebor both in Tasmanis
and the mainleand states, but besides such vague allusions his mainland

career remained a mystery.

One of the most curious fachs of his past was that Woods's nawme at
birth was registered as Walter Williem Head, the name which he retained,
it seems, until he left for Tasmania, at which time he assumed the name
of Walter Alen Woods. In Labor end journelist circles on the mainland

he was always known as William Head,

He was born in 1863 in Melbourne. As a young man he divided his
time between shearing in the Riverine district of New South Wales, trade-

union organizing and journalism. The supplement to the Australian Worker,

4 February 1942, gave a tribute teo the significant role played by Woods
(then Head) in the establishment of the Hummer snd its successor the Worker.
The Hummer first eppeared at Wagga Wagge on 18 October, 1891.  There is
also reference to Wooda's contemporary interests.

The publication of "The Hummex", the %itldeof which was changed
to "The Worker! on September 24, 1892, had its genesis in the
fertile brain of the then Secretary of the Wagga Branch of the
Amal gamated Bhearers! Union of Australasia, Walter Head, but

the venture of the Union into the Journalistic field was not
welcomed by a congiderable section of the organisation. Duwxing
his occupancy of the Editor's Chair, Walter Head continued to



act as Secretery of the A.3,U. and the G.1.U, . « . and founded
"The Worker". He was also prominent in the Cooperative Movement
and became one of the leaders of Willism Iane's New Australis ;
movement. ‘ ' '

His prominence in Willieam Lane's New Australia movement consisted

in the fact that he edited the associated journal New Augtralia which

began appearing at Wagga Wagga on November 19, 1892. In November 1893
Woods gave up his editorship of the Worker, probably because of the
vressure of the New Australia concern. He also undertook the position
of 8ydney secretary to New Avstralis. It was at this time that his deep
friendship with Mary Jane Gilmore (née Cameron) was cemented. They
stayed in the same boarding-house and worked together for New Australia,

until she left in 1895 for the Cosme selttlement.

Woods's days as a ghearer are nogtalgically recalled in some of his
poems and short stories written over the pseudonym of "John Drayman'.
Buch poems are "The Banjo at Belar' and "Wool". 1In one poem in particular
called "I Don't go Bhearing Now : A Wool-Shed Story", which was written

for the Bolletin in September, 1895, his intimacy with the 1ife of the
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shearey le expressed with affectiono1 The poem takes the foim of an
address to an uninitiated youth about to set off for the shearing sheds,
The poet remembers the scene 3

There's the flying hurry-scurry up
and down the greasy floors,

Of the pickers and the brookers; there's
the banging of the doors,

And the rattle of the wool~press, with
ite bhard meballic din

And the hoof-taps on the battens
when the ewes and lambs rush in.

Wool away! and Tar! and Sheep-~hol
Bundry growls at clunsy boys

Are ezcluded from the rule of
No unnecegsary noise.



At the end of such fond recollections the poet avows:

I've been there myself, my sonny,

and T know precisely how
All these little things affect you -
though I don't go shearing now.

The poem is not only valugble as én insight into Woods's experience
of the shearer's li;f“@; it also shows how much in line was Woods with the
dominant stream of Australisn writing. It is the writing of the 'nineties,
which "had broken out of the cage of the middle-class a‘t‘bi‘tude".z

3550;06.3 like Tawson was writing of the people, for the people, and
from thé people. They exalted the viriues of the Bush above what Joseph
Furphy called "the spurious and blue~mouldéd civilization of the IL:L"t:tca:rfaiL"’.‘:5
The working=-class theme was partly to account flor the success of the
Clipper newspaper some years later. Henyy lawson and Walter Woods
beyond sharing a similar style of writing, enjoyed & cloge friendship.

In one letter to Woods dated January, 1900 Lawson mentioned as mutual
friends "6X8", a short-stoxry end paragraph writer on the Bulletin and
the Sydney Worker, and J.F. Archibald who was editor of the Bulletin.
‘He referred with disapproval to the Boer War snd the New Austrelia
experiment. In connection with the latter, lLawson also made reference
to the fact that the wheresbouts of Head (Woods) were supposed to be

4

unknown. . In a later telegram Lewson thanked Woods for the loan of

some money, which he hoped would eneble him to meke a desired trip to

Bngland,”

Both Woods and Lewson had paid extended visits to New Zealand,
Rollo Arnold has recently shown that TLawson made three visits to New
Zealand in the nineties ,6 one of which in 1905 must have coincided with

Woodsts sojourn before he arrived in Tasmanis. Tt was their mutual

friend Edward Tregear, Secretary of the New Zealand Labor Department,



who found work for lawson in 189k on the overland telegraph line between

7

Tophouse and Nelson.

 The newspaper clippings which Woods collected reveal that he
contributed most of his poetry and short stories to the pulletin, his

most productive years being 1896, 1901 and 1903.6 He also wro’oé for

the Oritic and Sydney Worker, as well as editing the Tasmanian Democrat
(1895 - 1896) and the Clipper (1903 - 1909). His contribution to
Australian journalism was prodigious, and he well merited the compliment
of the Bulletin jubilee number of 29/11/1930 :

One way to: spoil a2 pressmen ig to make him a member of
Parliement. - But there are a few that even Parliament

can't spoils One of these rare birds is W.A. ¥Woods

("John Draymen") who has been in and out of the Tasmenian
Parlisment since 1906, and in and out of the Spesker's Chair
since 1914, There have been long silences when his political
Job claimed him; but for forty years nobody has done more
than he to keep his little island well forward in the Bulletin.

In 1895 Woods left the mainland and sailed fo Tasmenia via New
Zealand. While in New Zesland he was informed by the proprietors that

the editorship of the redical paper, Tasmanian Democrat of launceston,

9

was vacant. Woods was editor of that paper for sbout twelve months.
He then spent bhis time in other colonies but within a short time settled

in Hobart, where he became active in labor politics.

During 1897 Woods together with James Paton, who was at that time
edi‘tor of the Clipper, represented the Democratic League in songinstructive
debates., The attitudes of his debate speeches foreshadowed those to
which he would give such forceful expression in six years time in the
Clipper. For instance, speaking on the subject of Socialism, he equated

10

the adoption of the Socialist system with Progress. If a nation



repudiated Socialism, it faced inevitable ruin. His reference to New
Zealend's Socialist legislation and consequent prosperity was to be

relterated and enlargéd upen frequently in the future.

Woods's enterprises were diverse and abundant, His papers show
that during 1902, he and James Paton acted as wholesale agents for various
pharmaceutical products such as "Lock's Infallible Salve" and "Rheumalgia¥,
Paton had been editor of the Clipper from its begirming and in 1896 wes
the first Tasmenian Laborite to sign the pledge. In 1899 he had stood
ageinst R.C. Patterson and W.B., Propsting, gients in Tasmanian politics,
in a Hobart by-election, geining the encouraging total of 578 votes (as

against 140 in 189?)012"

Together Woods and Paton conducted the "Infallible Remedy Conpeny".

Woods's correspondence indicates an earnest desire that the products should

‘b@ advertised in all Australien papers. Included among the prodﬁots was
an invention of their own. In May 1902 Woods wrote to the Commissioner
of the Patent 0ffice in Melbourne inguiring after a patent spplied for
the year before. The patent was for "An improved method of removing

marine growth from ship hulls while afloat!, by W.A. Woods and B.J, Paton.

Woods supplied town and country stores with the products and offered
"a substantial reduction in price to (the) firm, commensurate with

13

frequency of orders", There is no indication of the profits of the
business. That it was not o means to instant prosperity can be gathered
from a letter in which Woods signs himself "Yours wearily", and remarks
that there are "no retumms to speak of yet".  But by the end of the year

Walter Alan Woods had already directed his energies to a new pursuit: the

11



menaging-editorship of the Clipper.

Prior to the 1909 House of‘»Assambly elections, in reply to some
local srlande'rs Woods elaborated upon the positions he had held and the
role he had played in the early orgamisation of Iabor politics in
Tasmn:i.a.“{’ His positions included foundation member of the Democratic
Club in Hobart in 1894k; and of the Political Labor League in launceston
1895; official of the Democratic Lesgue in Hobart from 1897 until 1899;
General Secretary of the Wbrk@:r:'s' I:“’olitig&l League for the Pirst three
years of its existence, and member of the W.P.lL. BExecutive from its
iﬁcep’b:l’on in 1903 wntil 1910: and President of Denison No. 41 branch of
the W.P.L. in 1906 and in 1909. In the industrial wing of the movement,
he held tﬁe of ficial position of Honmorary organiser and first President
of the Tasmanisn branch of the Federated Saw Mill and Timber Yard Employees®
Association of Australia from 1908 « 1909, He was also Honorary Organiser
and became Treasurer of the Tasmanian branch of the Federated Factory
Employees' Union 1908 - 1909, Woods' first ticket as a finsncial member

of the AW.U, dates from 1886,

As a record of energy, enthusiasm and palbience the above is an outbw
standing record. Buch was the man who managed and edited the Clipper
newspaper for seven years, and at timedhe was to bear alone the entire

responsibility for its continued production.

It becomes evident after reading through the pages of the (lipper
that it was Woods's self-appointed mission to educate and organise the
workers. In the first yearsg of Woods' editorship this is made explicit

"When the Clipper sees the crowd led into ignorance or falsity by the



Patographers; Tt doesn't blame the crowd; it blames itself for not
being able to use words hot enough to blister the befogged braine and
scorch the petrified souls of the populace into a recognition of the

srutht, 0

0f contemporary Socialist writers, perbaps the one who exercised
most influence on Woods's thought was Robert Blatchford. Woods owned &

personal copy of his book Merrie Englend, whose pages of Socialist doctrine

are covered with Woods's annotations. At the beginning of the first
chapter is a quotation from Thucydides which reads 3 "To avow poverty
with us is no disgrace; the true disgrace is in doing nothing to avoid
it s « « o The great impediment to action is not discussion, but the want

of that knowledge, which is gained by discussion prepatory to action',

There lies the rationale behind Walter Woods's Clipper.

(11)¢ The Journal

The Clipper bad been established as a radical journal nearly ten
years before Walter Woods became mansger and Bditor. James Paton, Woods's
business and political associate, had launched it and the first issue had
appeared in the streets of Hobart on 8 April, 1893. It appeared to be
modelled on the 8ydney Bulletin with its pages of radical comment
enclosed within a bright red cover. Its policy was tinged with Christian
socialism: James Paton believed that he was advancing the cause of "that
greatest of agitators and reformers who began it nearly nineteen centuries
&go".16 In 1896 Paton was charged with £500 libel damages; in 1902

eriticism of the Winister for Lands and Works, Mr. B. Mulcahy, cost him



a further £600 for libel. PFaced with such financial debt Jemes Paton
was unable to continue as manager~editor of the Clipper, a position which

he surrendered to Woods.

It is clear Trom his correspondence that Woods had an active interest
in the Clipper before his signature appeared on the last pege of the paper
on 27 Decenber 1902, As early as 1898 Woods received well wishes for the
prospects of the Clipper from a friend in New Zealam@.” tn 8 July,

1899 Percy Milne (later an active contributor to the Q,.,li&’?.%) wrote To
"loods of the Clipper Office", thanking him for an award in a recent
literary competition. Said Milne, "I agree with you that our slumbersome
literary btalent requires rousing and doubtless these competitions will do
much in that direction“ow

The new editor brought to' the Clipper zeal snd optimism. He imbued
the journal with a fresh spirit of earnestness. An ediboriasl called
"The New Regime" explained his purposes and proposed method @

The Clipper will ever be found fighting on the lines of broad

Justice to all and gpecilal privilege to none. At the same time

it will avoid giving needless offence to those who may not yet

have sensed the full glory of our ideals. If it cannot live

and do good, necessary work on these lines it must accept the

popular verdict and retire from the business. But its

conductors have sufficient faith in the progressiveness of their

fellow Islenders to believe that their editors will be earnestly

and ably seconded. 19
The religious overtones were significent, Tt was the belief in "the
full glory of our ddeals", rather then theiprogressiveness of his fellow-
Islanders which sustained in Woods that fighting spirit when all effort

scemed of no avail. VWhen the cock crowed thrice, Woods was much tormented.

Woods, as editor, encouraged participation of correspondents in

the radical weekly, but unlike the Bulletin in its later stages, the



Clipper did not let readers set their own stzmd&rd.zo Rather than
supplying them with what the readers wanted, the Clipper's selfw-conscious
function was to educate. Contributions most often published were articles
on New Protection, the Land Tax or Unification. To one correspondent the
editor replied "Bush fire memories are hardly of sufficient in‘t@res“c".m
To asnother vho wrote that not all members of the Legislative Council were
bad, the response was "You meke us tired", and added a short explanstion
of the connection between land monopoly and the Legislative Council
concluding with the necessity for the abolition of the Upper I"iouse. a8

With regular literary com;;eﬁiﬁions in describing the funniest thing ever
’men, or composing limericks, or writing a Quatrain celebrating Tasmania's
cem:ena:;‘y, the Clipper made a serious effort towards Lostering and
promoting literary ftalent in the island. The muber of entries for such
compe titions was gratifying to the conductors of the Cligge:g, even if there

was no thing very brilliant" in the way of poetry.

The Clipper's stated ancient motto was

What e'er men say or do or think or dresm
Our motley paper seiszes for its theme?3

but the content of the paper was far more exclusive than the motto suggests.
As already suggested, the Clipper's self-conscious role was that of an
educator among the people. Tte aim was to convert the people to a belief
in the Labor cause. If&s aim determined the content which was almost
entirely socialist and Lebor party propaganda ‘:Ln the form of articles,

reviews and poems.

One of the most popular and effective forms of propaganda was the

succinet quotation. The quotations were taken from varied sources but
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all pointed the same moral.  The sourcesuere as veried as zola, Pope

Leo X111, Oscar Wilde, Mara, Hén:r:y George, Dugene Debs and Upton Sinclair.
Zola moralised that whoever stifled Socialiam ("the new gospel") was a
crimingl, whilst Pope lLeo XITI stated the necessity of industrial legislation
for the protection of the worker, Karl Marx denounced capitalism per se
and in perticular as productive of pauperism and Henry George postulated
the right of the people to the land. That the above statements rely:

on conflicting assumpbtions and are not conslstent with each%i\g irrelevant
to the purposes of the Clipper. They acquired mesning together in that
they all supported the righteousness of the labor cauvse, which was a better
distribution of wealth aiming at the ultimate improvement of the 1Life and

conditions of the workingsclass,

Robert Blatchford supplied through his books Merrie England, England

for the English end the Clarion newspaper, much of the socialist doctrine

of the Clipper. His influence was éspecially evident in Woods's advocacy
of the necessity of a strict parlismentsry Lebor party opposed to both
Iiberals and Tories. Woods'semphasis ongocialis;m as the ultimate, never-
to«bemforgottran goal was also reminiscent of Blatchford. Upton Sinclair's
book The Jungle, a vehement and emotive i.nd:}.étmant of private enterprise
and the factories of that system, was particularly fruitful as a source

of propeganda.  When first published the Clipper reviewed the book
favou.rablyzl*", and thereafter it was the cobject of frequent reference.

For instence, n.oﬁé"t;he Soclalist persvasion in Sinclair's deseription of
the Trust in America quoted by the Clipper: "It was a monster devouring
with a thousand mouths, trempling with a thousand hoofs; it was the great

Butcher - it was the spirdit of capitalism made flesh',2?
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An article on Percy Bhelley characterised the content and the method
- of the Clipper. As the title "Percy Shelley - Democrat" indicated, the
article ignored Bhelley's prowess in poetry, in lieu of which he is saluted
as "The Master - Singer of Democrscy Militant", and praised for his
recognition "that the priest and the fatmen are twin heads of the one

dragon', 26

The topics most generally discussed were conbtemporary Australian
pollitical issues. Most eéLiﬁori&l space was devoted to a diagnosis of
Tasmania's problems. The all important problem was judged to be the
system of land monopoly, which in turn butiressed the Legislative Council,
that "excrescence of conservatism" :m Tasmania. The pastofalist from
Richmond, A.J. Ogilvy, featured strongiy in the Clipper as the internationall
known land nationaliser. 'I‘hi'oug;h his articles, he both contributed to
the policy of the paper a’nd fomented ﬁfovoc:atiﬁe debate. International
news was limited to cursory gla’mcées at thé'R'uss,so-Japanese wayr of 190405 and

@ the Russian revolutioynary riots of 1905.

The Clipper was eclectic in gathering its material, but ell the
matter had e uniform epplications for example, "The Liberty of the Press",
by John Milton, and "‘M‘;;? Right to Work" by R.B. Suthers in the %%9£‘27
"The Voortit of Ghent! was an instructive article on the system of Co=-
operation in Ghent, which taught ‘th@‘ Jjoys to be had from organized »
indugtry, orgenized thrift and orgenized well-being, 28 Fach article
or feature or poem, was a comment on the workers' plight or went towards
a solution of that plight.

The poetry in the Clipper was of a generally low standard, much of }ﬁ'jJ

it written merely as a political instrument. This type of poetry was /ﬁ’é

/
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especially predominant before elections. One reader, who wrote over
the pseudonym of "Jans Tas" was much practised in this style and frequent=
ly called upon the workers to "gather the hands, for the fight is now,

29

and great is the prize we know". Woods himself, using the pen-nsme
of "Johm Drayman', contributed a number of poems to the Clipper. He
showed little regerd for the integrity of the poet in the Yeatsean sense.
Rather, he subordinated poetry to politics as glibly as the victim&s of
Yeats' coriticism, the Irish Nationalistic poets. The poem "‘l”’c:- The
Reformers" was written purely to convey a political message. The occagion
wag & split in the West Australian Labor Winistry in which the leading
‘members "wobbled" on the question of & syndicate railway and a land value
tax to retain office, even though sacxﬁ,ficing };;_)oli tical principle. In
"To The Reformers" (an ambiguous title = who are the reformers?) he
harshly condemned such compromising meoderatess |

Go softly, like beetles

In dung-heaps a swarm

Be part :;@arasj_tic, 20

And part for reform.

In the 1909 Tasmanian House of Assembly elections when Rowntree,
a pledged labor candidate in 1906, ran as an Independent against Woods,
disapproval was voiced in a poems

Oh, don't you remember the promises made

Bweet candidate, long, long, ago;

" We come for an sngwer why traitor you played

To the pledges you gave long ago?l]

Mary Jane Gilmore wes the most prolific writer for the Clipper. Her
poems did not enunciate any doctrine or code of conduct; nevertheless
her poems were written to appeal to the working class, by means of choice
of subjects familisr to the readers, for example love, friendship, the

toilerts weariness, and by the tone and diction which were colloguial
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bordering on the familiare "In Poverty aﬁd Toil" by Mary Gilmore
expresses the sentiments of women workers:

Tts workin' early, workin' late,

Year in, year out, the sane,

Until we seem like work machines,

An' women but in name, 32

When Woods acquired the Clipper there was ssyet no Labor party in
Tasmania; the Unions were few and of limited aims, the only one of
significant size and organisation being the A.M.A. branches on the West
Coast, Thus the whole responsibility for propegating the Lebor cause
fell on the shoulders of Woods and a few sympathetic friends. it;he
editor's ultimate aim was that the Cl:‘x‘pgar should be the official orgen
of the Labor party; in all other states in the Commonwealth the Labor

press was subsidised by Labor organisations; the Clipper depended

solely on advertising and the financial initiative of its propristors.

Harly in 1905 the other part proprietor of the Clipper, Gerald
Tempest Massey warnted to change the policy of the paper to conform wore
to the platform of the Tory-Liberal organisation, the National Association.

Woods strongly oppesed the proposition and his only alternative was to
buy Mr. Massey out of the Climer‘35 o This left Woods in dire financial
straite, unsble to carry on alone. It wag recognised that the need for
a Labor papér was crucial, especially in Tesmanis where there was no
Hansard and the Mercury habitually mis-reported Labor speeches in
Parlisment. Some interested Labor men proposed a flotation of the
Clipper into a Gooperati&e Coparys This was agreed upon by a strong
body of Labor supporters. | The flotation meant that interested Labor

supporters would become share holders and hence control the papers
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The prospectus of the Clipper Cooperative Compeny stated that the
capital of the Company consisted of £2000.in 4000 shares of ten shillings
each, When 1000 shares had been subscribed to, the Company would be
3

congidered floated. Support was enthusiastic, but limited. Gormanston
AM.A, branch invested twenty pounds of branch funds in shares of the
Company.  Zeehan A, A, followed suit but when it was proposed that the
soeme branch take an additional 40O shaves in the next year, a ballot
defeated the proposal. Their enthusissm was qualified. This called for
comment in the Clipper and regret that these "old style" unionists hed

not adopted the principles of "new unionism", as adopted by the most
progressive of unions, the AW.U, The unions should realise that "a
Liabor paper should be owned and absolutely controlled by the Labor

organisations. All else is fﬁ}lly“ez b

Almost twelve months after the Lirst publications of the Prospectus
the first batch of shares had been allotted, although the number was
under 1000, the number needed for the flotation to be assured. The
répo:r."t of the first meeting of shareholders ended with a reminder that
the working expenses and the size of the Clipper were determined by the
income received from the sale of shares, and subsidies from the Labor

organisations.

The finencial prospects of the Clipper were far from ameliorated
by the boycott of government advertising and a libel charge brought
against the Clipper in June, 19507. ‘.‘L‘hé only labor paper in the State was
forced "to publish election information for its readers for love, whilst
the anti-labor dailies get paid for :‘Lt".j’ 5 The Clipper applied for a

copy of the Wages Commission Report of 1907 and was refused whilst the



Mercury, Examiner and Daily Telegraph all received one.  The Lends

Office refused a Chestnut Estate advertisement to the Clipper while

supplying it to ten other papers in the f‘:“éta.té:ojé

The Premier in the
House of Assembly in answer to the charge of boycott claimed he refused
to support the lebor psper because it "ridicules and blackgusrds" him,
thus implying he regerded subsidies to be given to the press only in

return for staunch support of the Miniys“bxy.jn]

The Clipper laboured under many difficulties. Perhaps the severest
blow in Woods's seven years of editorship was the libel action brought
against the Clipper proprietors by Alderman C.D. Haywood, the large-scale
biscuit manufecturer.  The plaintiff claimed £300 demages against the
defentents for "falsely and maliciously printihg certain words",  The
words referred to were spoken by Ms.P. Long and Burns and printed in the
Clipper, to the effect that Haywood was guilty of "sweating" employees.
The defendants lost the case, a defeat which cost the Clipper over £300:
The total expenses amounted to nearly £400 of which Woods had to pay |
£87/3/2 privately, because of lack of funds,

At the 1907 annual meeting of the Clipper Cooperative Company, the
directors expressed regret that the year's operations had not resulted in
K- largéx' profit, and recommended that a special effort be made to dispose
of the £850 worth of shares still on hand. The flotation had been
assured and from 25 January 1908, the Clipper bore the notice of "The
éli‘pper, Official Labor Journal of Tasmania'. On 7 November of 't;khe same
year it bore the label of the Typographical Union of Australasia. At
the 1908 snnual meeting Woods again expressed regret that the Company was

not yet in a position to pay dividends and that the Clipper “wam the only



official Labor paper in the Commonwealth that was expected to muddle
along without a direct subsidy from Labor organisafsions",j 8 The purely
voluntary system resulted in one or two persons bearing the financial

burden.

That Woods was very sensitive to the financial sserifices he
himgelf had made on behalf of Labor, was shown by his indignation when
once asccused of making money out of the %@ﬁmg‘g and the Lebor movement.
In a letter to A.J. Nettlefold dated 19/1/1910, Woods wrote "in cash and
services T have put into the Clipper Compsny neayly £950 and « « + the
very mosf I can take out of it is 200 Daily Post shares which are already
mortgaged to more than £50 over their face walue. Where's the gain? I
am not complaining of course but I certainly do not intend to pemmit

39

anybody to mislead the public in regard to ith,~

At the end of 1909 the Clipper was incorporated into the Daily Post
which had pledged itself to Lebor. 1In lieu of cash the Clipper creditors
were given Daily Post shares, which insured the same “Lé.bor support for the
daily.  Although this action meent the demise of the Clipper, it saw the
birth of a Labor daily, a fact which Woods had looked to for many years.

In & report issued to the Clipper Company Bhareholders on 17 July, 1912,

the Iiquidators W.A. Woods, W, Sheridan and Ben Watkins regretted that the
Company's tremsactions had not proved more vprofitable to the shareholders

but added that "it is not entirely unsatisfactory to reflect that the /
sacrifices made by the pioneers for the labor weekly bave had the result /

of securing for the Movement the powerful advocacy of a Labor daily. wh0 /

The Clipper under the editorship of Walter Alan Woods was full of /

/
/

/
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lively comment and good humour, It devoted at least four columns a
week to jokes, riddles and anecdotes. Wit and good humour could be
guaranteed. It fulfilled its own ambition of mixing the grave with the

gay, the sentimental and satirical without sacrificing earnest conviction

4

or burning into a buffoon. Thue the Bydney Bulletin's perceptive

summary

A little democratic paper that deserves a word of praise is
Weho Woods' Hobart Clipper. It is bread and bright. Some
Iabor papers are dulls the idea seems to be that dullness
proves earnestness and convichlion. Wonsense: the whole
ides is to meke people happier, to pubt more sun and snmiles
into their lives. A little sermon is the sermon that goes
a long way.i?

Therein lies the excellence of the Climg’ (408 Tt was able to show

the Importzuce of Being Barnest in e most pleasant and bright way.
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Chapber Two : Woods's Priorities of Reform
(i)  The Legislative Council : Obstacle to Tasmanisn Progress

The Mﬂgﬁg interpreted all contemporary issues in terms of Progress
versus Stagnation and the People versus Special Privilege. Within this
conceptual fremework the Labor party was the progressive ;g:»artjf. Its
belief in Progress in some ways reflected the nineteentheentury Huropean
view of Progress: "We are the Forward Party, the Party of Reform and
Progress in every land on earth where white men dwell, and each New Year
must see us prepared to make fresh gtrides btowards the gozl of humen
freedom and h&ppiness“.ﬂ The Clipper saw every election as a chance
for the people of the land To choose between the forces of Progress and
Stagnation. To vote Lebor was to prove to the world that Tasmania was
determined "to keep in step in the march of pmgresﬂ“.z The Federal
election in 1906 was to be the greatest battle ever fought and would
make former battles between the forces of Progress sand Stagnation appear
"mere skirmishes" by comparisen, The real issue of the 1909 election was
said to be lebor versus Monopoly, a.m':‘cher version of the People versus

Special Privilege.

Secialism repregented the peak of all human progress and it was to
be arrived at through evolution, not revolution: "evolution of humenity -
from savagedom up through the dark nights of feudalism and chattel slavery
to wagedom, which the glorious sunrise of socialism, was soon %o di&p@l"ﬁ
Bven the slightest incident, a division in the House of Assenbly when eight
voted for Arbitration, was hopefully regarded by Woods as another link in
the "endless chain of evolution". New Zealend, or Meoriland in Clipper

jargon, had attained closest to the "glorious sunrise" and that was the
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nation: Tasmanians should look to as an example and try thelr best to

emalate,

The 3’&%&%‘ saw Tasmanie as only having reached a stage in evolution
somewhere beltween feudalism and wage-slavery. This was not because of
any lack of natural endowment to the island, for according to the Clipper,
-Tasmania was the richest country in the world in na:i';um,l resolirces. The
readers were continually informed of Tesmanis's good soil, fine climate,
abundent variety of minerals and large flowing rivers. But in spite
of such endowment Tasmania wes the poorest, most ignorant state in the
Commonwenlth. Its people got the smallest wages, spent the lesst and
saved least of any Australians. Young Tasmenians often had to leave

their home State to make a decent living.

Por the Clipper the villains of the piece, the pernicious legislators,
were the Legislative Councillors of the House of Dodery, as Woods preferred
to eall the Council.  They represented the Tand Monopolists or "Land
Sharks! and together they comprised the ¢lique who governed Tasmanis.

They were the protagonists of stagnation and it wes they whom the Labor

party should abolish, They were the obstructions in the way of Progress.

It was the Council's obstructionist policy which earned most abuse
from the Clipper, not that the Council was bo be regarded as the lion in
the path, rather as a stuffed cionkeyal“ Facea with the Upper House the
Labor party’s efforts were compared to those of Sisyphusg. He was
condemned after death to roll to the top of a hill a very large stone,
which had no sooner reached the sumnit then it fell back again and thus

rerdered his horrible job efarnah Similarly, the zeslous democrats
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leboured year in and year out "rolling the hesvy masé of humaniterian
Legislation” up to the door of the Legislative Council only to have it
flung back agein "by the malignent forces of Faﬂ;".f’ During We B
Propsting's Ministry from Mexch 1903 until he resigned in July 1904, the
Leglalative Council rejected all demceratic measures proposed and passed
in the Assembly, except Woman Suffrage. The measures rejected included
constitutional reform, probate duties, land taxation, self-assessment,
abolition of the Income Tax, early closing, a tax on sbsentees and
Arbitration. This policy of the Legislative Council continued unaltered

throughout Woods's editorship of the Clipper.

It moved the Clipper to o fresh appellation - the House of Slaughter.
The slaughter metaphor was extended to the character of bills, for example,
"no sooner got the poor little Factories Bill inte the shadows than they
cruelly clubbed it tov de&ﬁh"ﬁ Buch "murders" were all the worse in
the Clipper's eyes because they were comltted in the name of democracy,
when in fact the Legislative Council, that "concentrated essence of the
massed congservatism, stupidity and sunobocracy of the Island" represented
the antithesis of d_emoc:mcy,—z For although it ruled the lives of all
the people of the State, it was elected only by a small percentage of the
people, The Tasmanians who bad no free~hold worth ten pounds, were not
ocaupiers of a house worth thirty pound per annum, or who had no ammy
commission or university degree were not reckoned to be fit to qualify for
a vote for the Legislative Couricil. The frasnchise resulted in only 11,000
of the 45,000 male adults in Tasmania or sbout eleven percent of the total
population voting for the Upper House., Their power was such under the
congtitution and in practice that they could say with Justification

s
"itetat ctest nous',
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Reform of the legislative Couneil was not an easy task to contempla'te s
for a bill to that effect would have to be pessed by the Council, whose
members had no doubts as to the sanctity of the 'status quo. An editorial
called "The Blessed Consti‘bﬁ,tion - Made Under the System" remarked that
the Mercury and Tory politiciens "“talk ebout the Tasmanien constitution as
though it were a revelation brought down Mount Wellingbon by a modern Moses,
who had spent forty days and forty nights with the Almﬁ.g;h‘b;y". The
constitution, hence the power of the Legislative Council stood as it was
at the beginning. The Clipper's &o’ccun'{; of Tasmarden constitutional
higtory was extremely parbtisans. The readers were told that it wag in
1854 that the Legislative Council created Tasmenia's first Hlouse of
Assembly, which was then deprived of all practical Legislative power. The
House of Assembly passed a lewsy +the Legislative Council threw it out. A
dissolution was ineffectual because the whole process merely repesated
itself.8 Farthermore, the congtitution was an anschronism in the
twentieth century for it origineted when Tasmania was bossed by an official
class, who were brutalised by the evil system they bhad administered.’ The
Clipper verified its asséyesssmenﬁ of the Legislative Council by quoting the
menbers thenselves. Alber fhrowing out the double | dissc;lution bidl, Mr,
Hedo Nicholls made the statement that "the members of this House yepresent
eight 'bén“chﬁ, :xf not n:mc“ tenthg, of the property of the Btate, and it is

our duty to see that the Constitution ls not interfered wi‘ch".m

With such an obstacle in the path, concluded the Clipper, Tasmania
had no chance of enacting progressive Legislation and achieving the ultimate
goal of Bocialism. Tosmanis was losing ppulation by emigration every

year and there was "overwhelming evidence that the country with the most
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advanced legislation (New Zealsnd) was attracting population, wﬁile the
country with the least adveneced legislation (E‘asmania) was fgiling to
either attract immigrants or vetain its own po};mlat:mn”pﬂ The Clipper
frequently quoted figures to support the above assertion, for example in
the month of October, 1906, ships from England carried forty-nine passengers
for Augtralia and Tasmania and 1315 for New Zealand, "dominated by

12 e

Bocialistic legislation" in the words of the Tory eatch=cry,
above figures were characteristicsof the years from 1903 until 1909.
Between the years 1905 and 1906 the actual population of Tasmenia decreased

from 181,105 to 180,163, The inerease of births over deaths failed to

make up for the increase of departures over arrivals,

The Clipper consistently argued in favour of abolition of the Upper
House. Oniy in one moment of desperation did reform seem better than
zc:.oi:.h:‘Lngg}‘3 It was quickly realised however that the 6n1y meaningful
reform was abolition, and thereafter the Clipper was uncompromising. As
early as 1903 when the Propsting Ninistry introduced the Constitution Bill,
the Clipper was not enamoured of the new propesel, "There (was) no need
for a second chamber at all", By 1907 after four more years of frustration,
the editor warned vtha,t any Lebor advocate who thought it sufficient to reduce
the Legislative Council franchise to twenty pounds for exsmple, was "more
than half-way into the cemetyry of compromise - that yawning bury-hole of

Lebor principles", e

Mere reduction was not good enough because firstly,
incréasing the nunber of s@ecially privileged persons was only perpetuating
the wrong of Special Privilege, and secondly the experience of South
Avstralis and Victoria showed that reduction of the frenchise was not a

step towards ultimate abolition.
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The experdence of Tasmania had alsc "t:aﬁgh’b that any atbtempts at
reform from within, placing progmaéive mens. in the Council, were futile.
Propsting had appeared to act on progressive principles; he introduced
some advanced legislation, Whilat Premier from 1903 until mid-190%., bu“t:
when he entered the Upper House, he turned reactionary. Hence the
Clipper commented, when the faithful clubbed together to send Proppy as
e misgionary to the Upper House to convert and reform, it would have
heen better had “cheay simply clubbed Proppy.w hen the Factories Bill
was destroyed in the Upper House in 1908, it was the alleged friends of
the people who had been sent thence to democratise, who "cruelly clubbed
it to death", This was the final proof that attempts at reform from
within were futile. In fact, to send "good healthy-minded men into such

16

a Chanber is really sentencing them to political leprosy for life".

How then was the abolition to be effected?  One contributor, Duncan
Murphy, suggested that this could be done in six possible ways, It could
be (a) by an act of perliament, although it was highly improbeble thab
the Legislative Council would pass it, (b) by a convention as with the
Federal constitution, (c) through an a;ppe:él to the British Parliament,
although this would reduce Tasmenia's independence of Britain in the future,
(4) by a refusal to vote supplies, (e) through a Federated Land Tax,
although this would be too #mfirect and encroach upon State rights, or (f)
by an emendment of the Federal Constitution, to be done through a ’
referendum. The writer judged that the last proposal \ﬁrculd prove the
most effective. But whichever method was chosen, it was urged that the
Labor party should immediately decide on a course of action., "Btriking

w17

attitudes and declaiming at large would not meet the situation.
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During 1907 and 1908 the case for replacement of the Federal with

a unitary ggcvérnm@ni; was atbracting en inéressing nuwber of subscribers,
and in early 1908 a petition for Unification was being extensively
eirculated throughout the Commornwealth. The main arguments put forward
in its favour were the finsncial saving, and thetUnification would aubow
matically mean the abolition of obstruetive legislative Councils. Woods
wholeheartedly approved of the proposal, but thought it a misteken and
Lrresponsible appm&ch» to advocate Unification merdly because one resuld

would be the abolition of the Upper House. He had always contended that
the people ought to be independent and self-reliant and that progress and
px'ozi};@rity ought to be a reward for thelr own efforts and eamesiness.
"In our opinion the States can sbolish their own Upper Houses whenever the

18

people desire it."

Through the medivm of the Clivper Woods played an operative part in
bringing the question of the validity of the Upper House into prominence,
and it was he who made the first effective step from theory into action.
In Novenber, 1908, ‘E’foods moved in the House of Assenbly for the abolition
of the Upper House, He stated that the Legislative Council had the last
say in legislation affecting 180,000 people, yet it was elected by only
19,000 persons who possessed no special moral or intellectual attributes -
the possession of a certain value in something that wes arbitrarily termed

19

"property", being the only qualification. Jot surprisingly, the motion
was defeated in the Assemwbly, only the seven Labor members voting in favour

of it. The pillar of stagnation remained entrenched.



(ii) Behind the Legislative Councillors : Their Land

Land monopoly and the Legislative Council were but twin beads of
the oné monster. All compromises should be discarded; +the attack could
be made only with large scale land reform, reform which included both
taxation of unimproved land values and land nationalisation. Therein

lay the only true solution to the problem of Tasmania's gtagnation.

Professor Hancock wrote that "he dominant theme in Aunstralian

o, 20 That |

political history is the lament of an unsatisfied land hunge
lament was especially loud in the Clipper. The reason Tor the prominence
of land reform proposals in the Clipper during the years 1903 - 1909, was
that the editor considered that it was land monopoly and the tax on
property inclusive of :impm'vmienm that was driving population away from

the island state. His view was shared by many including G.M. Burns, M.HA.,
who when introducing the lLand Tax amendment bill in November 1904, ascribed
the constant departures from Tasmania to the existing land situation and
1@gisla'kiomm Not only did Tasmania fail to attract population but during
the years 1905 - 1906 the population decreased due to the excess of
departures over the rate of births, This phenomenon was singular to
Tosmania and pi'obably explains the continusnce of the plea for land
nationalization in Tasmania, when it had lergely ceas*:ed as a practical
proposal in the other Btates. It was even advised in 1905 that the

. . 22
Labor movement must necessarily become the Land Restoration movement.

In 1903 there could be no "doubt that the land question (was) at
the bottom of most of Tasmenia's troubles"., The "iniquitous policy

of land ownership and . . » insane reverence for the alleged rights of
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~a few moﬂopolie;tr:s" meant that the best seblers must either delve into

“the uttermost wilderness" or leave the State., The s*f:‘rength of feeling
behind such propositions is evidenced by the highly emotional and coloured
Janguages "fh@ ssysstém of land ovmemhi;é ie the parent of unmentionable

25

hovropsand all vile thingsh,

An &I"t:i.‘c:le entitledi"How Westralia Attracts Population" decided
that the outstanding fact was that population never left a cowntry where
good soil wa:ss available Tor settlement on advantageous terms, Referring
to New Zealand, land reform and prosperity were directly linked as cause
and effect: "with the passing of the Progressive Land and Income Tax, and
the Compulsory Lands for Settlement Act, came the dawn of prosperity and

. . 2k,
progress in Maoriland',”"

The Land Question was at the bottom of the Housing Problem, and
the existance of slums in Hobart. There were hundreds of acres in the
immediate vicinity, but "for the needful purpose to supply ample and
healthy sites for the houses of the poor, it might as well be located in
“the moon, so complete is the inhibition laid upon us by private land
monopoly".  And most of these acres were idle 1811&3311 1dle hands, devoted

to bush, sheep and rabbits.

The Clipper was so fanatical in its denunciation of lend monopoly
as the root of all evil, that the death of spring lambs in the Midlands
was also attributed to land monopoly. ITn 1904 thousgands of lambs were
reported dead in the Midlands, Ii was recognised that this was due to
a prolénged‘ and excessively cold winter.  But the "real" cause for the

Clipper, went deeper than this. Only on large estates where the sheep
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are "never” hand fed but expected to pick up their livings at all seasons"

would this happen. 25

The Midlands of Tasmania, the centre of land
monopely, were c"iepic:‘ted' ag a horror to behold - an. eery land of cobwebs
and sheep, void of any signs of human life. "John Drayman", as a means
of artful propagsnda, described his visit to the Midlands for the readers
of the Clipper. "All through the splendid country we saw little lm'i:.

black-nosed or leather-necked sheep, impudent looking rebbite and an

occagional wool=ghed. But 0, the painful scarcity of human beingsl"?‘é

land reform was posed as the cure-all, Ite main objective was to
encourate prospecﬁfcj.ve settlers, firstly by meking the land available, and
secondly by not tax:mg improvements, rather thaﬁ to provide a means of
State vevenue., In bjpposition to the G»ové:m’mx@nt's Inconme Tax, 'thé Ability
Tax and Occupancy Tex plus its borrowing policy, the Clipper proposed the
graduated land tex on unimproved land values, as the only sensible way
to raise revenue. It compared the £313,000 from New Zealand's land tax
of 17,500 landowners with fthe £50,000 paid by the 43,000 landowners in
27 ‘

Tasmania. But the finsncial objective was decidedly secondary to that
of substituting Progress in place of Stagnation, sand the People in place

of Special Privilege.

The proposals for land reform were a mixture of argument for land
nationalization and taxation, with confusion between the distinet schools.
The mixture of quotations, articles and letters are evidence of a simple
faith in the possibility of social improvement through any type of land
reform.  The reform most urgently required wes a graduated tax on land
values exempting improvements. The main argument in favour of taxetion

was that it was most effective in breaking up the big estates and forcing
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land into use. The Clipper quoted the Downie Report on New Zealand end
New South Wales Land Settlement and taxation systems as an authority to
support this a@sex‘tion. 28 Also, such taxation would 1Lift the burden of
taxation from the shoulders of the poor and place 1t squarely on the

shoulders of the privileged.

The editor of the Clipper held land nationslization to be the only
true solution to the land question and Cil’asmni&‘s problems in genersal.
The Single Tax was an immediate aid, but a partial solution., Lend
nationalisation with Crown lesses was necessary to eliminate the abuses of |
p:r:'iv:a.te property and to‘ ef'fect c].mex" settlement. In the words of A.J.
Ogllyvy, the Single Tax alone, was contrary to ilts own prinéiples, ag well
as to public :"x,n-f;e:t‘esm It begen by texing the lend at, for example, one
shilling in the pound, later at two shillings, and so on. Thus 1t began
by allowing the "land hog" nineteen shillings in the pound of what it
d@cl&réd he had no right fto have, laber eighlteen shillings ebc.. This
would éo&‘t much more in the end, and take lonyer than any ﬁationalisaatiom
plans. Besides it did not retake the land, only the land value, leaving

29

the landlord with his powers of destruction and annoyance. Beyond this,

to secure to the wealth producer the full result of his labour, Voods

30

always held that full Soclialism was necessary.

CAeJe Ogilvy was certainly the biggest influence on the Clippe:

Jand policy. In 1905 that paper had called itself the official organ
of the Lend Restoration League. Ogilvy was one of the few Australian
land reformers whose works were read oultside the colonies. He held as
an ayrticle of faith the proposition that access to land for all clitizens

was vital to social well-being. There was always work to be done in
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ei‘tﬁer primary or secondary industry, but there was slways a privileged
‘obstructionist, the landowner, stending between the warkers and the worlk,
keeping them apart. If this obgtruehionist were shifted out of the way
(through State ownership of land) then "industry (would) proceed at full
swingg“.m Ogilvy suggested three ways of effectively dealing with the
land questiorn. These were no further alienfation of Crown Lands, TLand
Taxation and Tand Resumption (or Compulsory Purchase). Distinguishing
between the Land Nationaliser and the Socialist, Ogilvy pointed out that
while the latter wanted the S8tate to manage the mines, the former wanted
only to own them. Both agreed on the necessity of the abolition of
monopolies and after that was effected, explained Ogilvy in all innocent
idealism, "all industrial wrongs will either right themselves spontaneously,

205
or be very easily righted",”*

It was Ogilvy's proposal of lend resumption by the State with
compensation to owners which p:fovﬁlmd moat debate in the pages of the
gw%“ldggw@g‘ According to the lend nationaliser, land resumption should
proceed gradually, with compensation being paid not in cash but in interest
bearing bonds, and when the interest fell due the State rent would be ready
to meet it, so that the 8tate would be squared so far. ffhe pmp&r'ty thatb
the State tenkant received would not be on terminable, but perpetual lesse
as long as he paid his periodically reviséd rent, estimated on the
unimproved value by a disinterested Courto'g 3

Grent Hervey, a contribubor both to the Bulletin and the Clipper,
Judged the biggest objection to Ogilvy's scheme of land resumption, to be
the act and method of compensation. If'seemed to him that the State simply

beceme the landlord's agent, collecting his rent for him and relieving
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him meanwhile of all personal trouble with regerd to tenants and upkespo ol
To this Ogilvy replied that the proposed percentage of £40 in £1000 of
land value, was not e tribute to the landlord, but compensation for
retaking an article which wae sold or authorised as a legitimate subject
for sale. As to how the owner be compensated, that question was not
really importent., A.R. Wellace's (president of the international Tand
Nationalisation Society) scheme for example, of a.nml.i"tiess for the lives of
the present holders end thelr children was feasible. O the bonds which

Ogilvy suggested couvld be like the annuities, berminable,

The real p‘o“j‘n't; of dispute however was the principle of compensation.
More often arguments were emotional rather than rational, humanitarian
rather than intellec“bu&lo One rézac‘i.er wrote that if there were any
compensation at all "it should be given and received as an act of pure
generosity on the part of the real owners". Grant Hervey went further
than this and stated that to take what belonged to everyone, the consent
of all was required, Thus those who had taken land without the consent
. of ail (that meant all lendowners) were thieves and "thieves should not

besrecompensated”, 35

Ogilvy replied wearily "over and over again I
have explained that the compensation claimed is not for the lend (which we
admit no generation had o right to sell) but for the money which the

purchaser has been unjustly made to p&y".j6

Ogilvy wes of course in the anomalous position of 2 landovmer who
advocated land natiormli,sa'tion. He viewed hils own role of landowner ag
that of an exemplary WOuld,-hé martyr. But in fact under the arrangements
hea propos@d of full compensation to lendowners his sacrifice would have

been limited, His own position as landowner indeed probably sccounts in
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In the mainland Btates schemes of straightout nationalisation gave
way incressingly to more practicable plans of confiscating incomes while
leaving property in private hands, o1 The land taxation propesals still
aimed at "bursting up of large estates and monopoly in land" ,v but ine

directly. 58

The Tabor party continued to favour permenent lease of
remaining Crown lands bo oubright sale but by 1912 this too had been

jettisoned,

That outright land nationslisation continued to be advocaited in
Tasmanie during the first years of the new century was due to the
combined influence: of A.J. Ogilvy's ideas and the Clipper's interpretations

of Tasmania's special problems. Alan Moorehead wrote in Cooper's Creek

"One of the fascinating things about Australia is the sense of claustrophos
bia in the midst of such an infinity of fajpace"ﬁ 8 The realization that
Tasmenia was not an infinity of space,added urgency to the claustrophobic

lament.

Tand tazation pilus land resumption by the State was the simple
yet sovereign remedy of Tesmenia'ls ills. | T% would abolisgh povex‘ty N
unemployment, slums, privilege and monopoly. It would puwify govexrnment,
encourage ‘the settlement of a clags of yeomanry and carry civilisation to

a yet nobler helght,

(14i) Two Palliatives : New Protection and Arbitration

The Clipper's view wag that a little more protection from the courts

and a little less from the tariff would be much appreciated by the working-
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mAn . The Labor Party existed solely to demand that the real producer
of wealth, the worker, receive a more equitable share of the wealth he
59

or she, produced, New Protection in the Clipper's view would not

further this aim, whilst Arbitration may.

New Protection, as distinet from "014 Protection'" was more smenable
o Leborites because of dts ungualified assurance that gains from bigh
tariffs would be shared by all social classes, not just the manufacturers.
The tariff was conditional on Just prices and conditions for the workers.
This issue was very much alive between 1903 and 1909 in the pages of the
Clipper. Many correspondents favoured its adoption as a plank by the
Labor party; the editor was vehemently and consistently egainst this
@ro;aosal, himgelf adopting the stand of "fiscal atheism', To all the
differing readers the editor reiterated that New Protection was irrelevanﬁ

to +the whole raison d'étre of the Labor party. The Clipper endorsed the

words of R.B. Suthers in the Clarionsthe English newspaper: "Bend Free
Traders or Protectionists to Parliament and they will do nothing to alter
the present conditions. Free Trade? Tariff Reform? Iweedledum and
Tweedledee. Neither is any good. Socialism is the only remedy“.)“"o
Bocialism was interpreted by the Clipper to mean nationalization of

monopolies. Po subsidize monopolies by high tariffs was only inereasing

their power to regist the advance of Socialism,

Elaborating upon the argument of irrelevance, the editor stated
that at the time when the Commonwealth Parlisment was discussing the
tariff, it was cleatly shown that Free Trade produced paupers and

| millionaires in Britein and that Protection did the same for Amerlces;

that ninety five percent of the wealth of England was held by five percent
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of the people, and that five percent of Americans owned ninety five per-
cent of the United States; that New Bouth Wales was ruined by Free Trade,
whilst Victoria was depopulated by Protection. There were more important
things to do and :c*«s:ﬁ’oxmi«s to pursue than to trouvble with fiscalism. . "Leb
us squash the borrowing lunacy, wade in for a death grapple with the

land monopolists, a:nd det about the unification of Australia, before we
again sort out the dreadful tangle of Free Trade myths and Protectionish

w 41

inventions™,

The Clipper believed that not only was New Protection fallacious
in principle, but that it was destructive of the Labor movement, splitting
the ranks of Laborites into two camps, perhaps irvetrievably. Protection-
ist Laborites were compared to Kipling's 0ld Men who play with
The flaccid tissues of long dead issues,
offengive to God and menkind,
Bxactly like vultures over an ox that
the arpy had left behind.4?2
Contributor Dmc&n Murphy pictured Protectionist Laborites as the proverbial

I3

flies being seduced into the gpider's parlours "

Protection proved to be the point of most dissension betwesn the
Clipper and the Bulletin. SHince Woods had been editor, the two papers
had not been very sympathetic in outlook. The Clipper hed wulogized
the English Socialist Tom Mann when he visited Tasmenia in 1905 zmd
ascribed part of the responsibility for the founding of the Tasmenian
Labor Party to his rouging sgltation, The militant orator's methods
were readily condoned. The Bulletin on the other hand, did not like
the "erude irresponsible howler and purveyor of dried-up phrases and

impracticable bunkun™¥ and considered his connection with the Labor
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Party "a calamity'. lost of the Bulletin's references to Tasmania were

disparaging, in one instance categorizing Tasmanians as a "dirty little

L6
people’,”

so the Clipper reallybhad no cause for affection toward the

elder newspaper, but it took the Bulletin's powerful advocacy of New
Protection to rouse the Clipper's savage invective, When the Bulletin
argued that the influx of cheap foreign products would upset any cooperative
system of industry, the Clipper retorted "For sheer, downright stupidity,

it would not be ensy +bo match ~z;hm;",2*‘7 The ddea that a nation which was
ite own employer and own customer having "to’ protect itsell against itself
was "wildly hilarious". flwo years later it was reported that the
Bulletin had begun to a,bus»e‘ Taborites who Jdid not subseribe to its
"fatuous little fetish"o)"*“g In reprimanding Tasmenian Laborites who read
the Bulletin and not the labor papers the editor expressed outright
entagonism to the Sydney paper, referring to it ass a "subsidised servant

49

of Cepitelism".

Protection as an issue lost its prominence during 1907. The
recently formulated scheme of New Protection was in the Clipper's view
doomed to failure, The scheme provided ideally for protection of the
manufecturer, the worker and the consumer. I the worker's wages and
conditions were not just, or the consumer prices too high, the proposed
tarifl would be abolished, The manufacturer was punished at the exXpense
of the worker, There was no provision for the Bxcise Board to fix fair
rents - yet it was the landlord who was the all powerful fixer of wages
and px‘jﬂces; "he owns the storehouse . . . he owng the earth". Then the
New Protectionists found that they could not possibly dodge the landlord

by "the byways of New Protection and similer artificial side tracks , there



will be no alternative butb to tackle him with a land-tex pitchfork'.

The Clipper welcomed the New Protection proposals for at last it would be
proved empirically that the scheme was ineffective, and one more palliative
would be relegated to the scrap-heap., And "it is only over a mountsinous
scrap~heap of obsolete 'palliatives' that we may ¢limb to the Cooperative

Commonwesalth",. 50

Thet industrial arbitration was merely yet another palliative, the
Clipper took some years to realise, At first Arbitration waé» looked
upon as the supreme good, for it promised to secure to the worker a fair
return for his toil and a primrose path to social harmony. The Clipper's
attitude was typical of the Australian-wide lebor optimism regarding
Arbitration, which wag given expression in N.8.%. ’by Wobho Holman, "We
believe it is 2 measgure which gives absolute Justice ’co‘bcr:i‘;h gides, which
benefits both, which puts an end to the struggle, which can only be
ruinous to both parties engaged in it, a simple, quiet, peaceful method
of procedure in keeping with the advancing spirit of our c:i,vilisa‘t;ion"of) 1
The Cliggar grew to disbelief and its pages from 1903 until 1909 are a

record of disillusiooment with false prophets.

In March 19035 in New Zealand a dispute was raging within the
ranks of Lebor over the virtues of Arbitration. It was between trade
unionists who believed in Arbitration Poards and the extreme Bocialists
who saw them as a gross interference with the inelienable right of
the workers to strike. The Clipper considered that the only questilon
was whether the worker gets a bigger shave of his ov;rn under Arbitration
Acts than under the old 'freedom to strike' regime, Woods concluded that

congidering the steady increase of wages in New Zealand, where an Industrial
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and Arbitration Act had been in operation since 1895, the odds were in
favour of Arbitra.tion.B 2 The Arbitration Bill introduced in the
Tasmanisn House of Assembly fm November 1903, was defeated 18 votes to

8. The enemies of the Bill were recognized as all "the prophets of ill-

disguised hatred of progress",

When the Commonwealth Arbitration and Conciliation Act had passed
through Federal Parliament, the editor of the Clipper was critical. The
only good to cone of 1t was that it constituted a x*ecogn:iﬁ;'ion of the
Arbitration pxﬂmiple throughout the Commonweslth, beyond that it was an
"expensive miscarriage. An explanation of his judement was not offered
axcept *i:héut it suffered from "the indane degire of the Reld povermment to
pander to the privileged cl&ase&”.w The Clipper con'ti.zmed to look for
Justification - for its i‘aith in "‘Ar'bitratj.on to New Zealand, that mecca of
pllo gressive lesgizs':&.—at:‘iono The deductions involved were narrow and rather
naive, for instance "since 'Ehe Arbitration Courts wWere established in
1895, Maoriland factories have doublerd in number, and the workers have
incressed more than double"; but such logice suited propagands purposess
Gradually certainty gave way to doubt. An avrticle of influence in the
Clipper wes that by A.Jd. Ogilvy, which suggested that Arbitration was
certainly of little value, for it sidestepped “t;hé fact of the landlord

. . [
"who squeezed both employer and @mploy@e".'m

In Pebruary 1906 the workers' x'e;;;ﬁmaan"taﬁive in the Bydney
Avrbitration Court, Mr. B. Riley, claimed that the recent Arbitration
Court decisions contained more law than justice, owing to the fact that
the judges were mostly drawn from the most conservative class in the

communl tye This wes a failling inherent in the legislation and it



belied Holman's "absolute justice to both sides". The Clipper as yet was
not seriously disturbed,. Its solution was glib: the reavedy is obvious -
the workers had to control parliament and hence exercise a greater
influence over the judiciary. But henceforth, the Clipper became part of
the climate of opinion which began seriously to distrust Arbitration as
of benefit to the workers. The g&ﬂ%&.&ﬁ quoted Hubehinson, M.H.R. , from
the South Austrelien Herald: 'never in my opinion, did the workers meke
a greater blunder, than when they agreed to have their bread and butter

-
controlled by Judges and lawyem.““? 5

The Clipper's increasing dissatisfaction was almosf; inevitable in
that the Arbitration Court and the labor party and in particular ‘t:b.e
Clipper, differed go significantly in the priorities of their objectives.
'ﬁ*‘?{}gil&’t the Clipper held that the chief aim of Arbitration Courts should

56 the Court.: in

be to secure to the worker a 'Big,ger shere of his own,
the words of the President from 1907 until 1921, Hipgging, believed that
preservation of industeial peace ",f:ahoulc’i be the principal aim of

Arbitration Courts, and that discovery of absgolute diatributive justice

57

was important, but of secondary significence".” By 1909 the Clipper
bad coneluded that as "a cure for secial inequalities", Arbitration was

"practically useless",

The Clipper however, found an unintended wvalue in Arbitration Courts,
namely, securing useful sgtatistics which could serve an educative or
propagenda purpose, by exposing the enoxmous profits of capitelists
and the wretched wages pald to workingmen and W‘omen.5 8 As for the
intended value, the Clipper's assessment was negative; at least they

were not an asbsolute failure., Woods compared them to lighthouses ,
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Arbitration Courts had not ebolished strikes or their causes, any more

than lighthouses had wholly prevented shipwrecks.

To & certain degree, faith was restored in Arbitration snd the
Commonwealth Court by the Award made in 1906, which wes very favourable
to the A, W.U, in "the most important casge ever adjuducated upon by any
Court of Enﬁustrial .A.rbi‘t:m:tion*’,5 9 The Clipper remarked that if the
award was loyally observed as it probably would be, Australisa would have
every reason to congratulate herself. "The svoldance of a Labor dispute
of gigantic dimensions hes been made possible by the Pederal Arbitration
Courti. Yet there ave some people who profess to belleve that arbitration
ie and always must be a failure. The sanity, or the honésﬁy of' such peigons

. : - : 60
is, and always must be, open to serious question',

The Clipper sew a further twriumph for Arbitration in 1907 when a
threatened miners' strike in Newcagtle was avoided. As soon as the mine-
owners of ﬁewcé‘sstle realised that the Miners' Federation really mesnt to
fight and they faced the progpect of fleets of ships lying idle in every
port, famine prices for coal :.mét ceggation of sea snd vail tralfic of the
Commonwealth, all anti-Socialist forces called for State interferences
The method agreed upon for &é&t’tl@mmt of the debtails of the dispule was
a "ecomplete victory for the principle of Arbitration as a&vmai;@d by the
Leabor p&rﬁy"o&‘, Commenting on the protracted mincenf}ﬁj:s“ strike at Mt. Magnet
on the West Coast fields in 1908, the Clipper said that in all probability
an Arbitration Courtl. would have prevented the lock-out, and "industrial

peace, even of the old patched-up kind, is betber than a lockwomfi;"oég

This wes the Clipper's general attitude. Glven the capitelistic
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systen, Arbitration was necessary.  Only under the Cooperative Commons=
wealth would Arbitration Courts become superfluous, but this ultimate

goal should never be lost sight of,

Btephen Parker, Secretary to the Trades Hall Colingll, called the
Wages Boards and Arbitration Courts aids, not finalities in the march of
industrial progress. The Clipper claimed this view erroneous, for were
not such artificial institutions (for example Protection and Arbitration)
holding back the realisation of the Cooperative Commonwealth? The overs
riding lew was that of supply and demend, that is, if there were more men
looking for work than could obtailn opportunity to work, no legislation
could prevent wages from falling. The only solution was to prevent any
clags from monopolising the opporbunities. Hence, was not the
conatm'vﬁtion%ahe destruction of palliatives merely a waste of time and

efforty 63

The Clipper's attitude to New Protection and Arbitration was
significant in terms of self-definition, in that these were the great
pillare of the Deakinite liberel-labor refoim. Orie the one hand Woods
Feared that the Australian labor Parties were threatened with death by
a thousand such compromises, yet at the same time the Clipper thought
that the breakawsy Socialist groups in Melbourne, Sydney and Broken Hill,
would have done more good by staying within the ranks of labor; the Clipper
declined to believe that free education, old age pensions and land national-

6.

isation were "useless palliatives". This constant ambivalence in the
Clipper's attitude to practical reform within the system, was never

resolved,



Chapter Three : The Role of Woods and the Clipper in the Labor Movement

The rise of the Labor movement was the most significant fenture of
political Life in the first decade of the twentieth century in Ffassmania.q
In an essay in the Clipper called "Labor's Progress : The How and the Why",
Zii)un‘can Murphy attempied to explain the steady incresse of Labor voles and
supports ~ "There has been no hysteria, no ebullient revivalism, not white-
hot entlmsiasm about the movement. Women have not cast their Jewels at the
feet of the Lobor evangelists; rich men have nob sold thelr possessions
end endowed the organisation." As opposed to the situation in the main-
land states, the Lebor movement in Tasmenia was not "ushered in by any
gtrikes, or disturbances, nor has it been accompanied by sny signs of
abnormal stimulation". Duncan Murphy himselfl suggested that converts

had been won s:‘n_mply because of the ressonsbleness of the Lebor speakers®

. : , 2
ond writers' arguments.

One speaker and writer who exercised a more compelling influence
then most was Walter Alan Woods. His able editorship of the Clipper
was declsive in fogtering a strong labor movement. TFor the first thiree
yeaﬁs of its existence, Woods also acted as Genersl Becretary to the

Workers' Political League.

"A Lebor paper is always organising", wrote W.@. Spence. The
Clipper had to fulfil more functions then that of en organizer. In
Tagmania there was no significant trade union organization to provide
a bagis for a political organization as there was on the meinland.

Even by 1905 there were estimated to be only 1500 unionists in Tasmania

of which 1300 formed the A, A, branches on the West Coasts In Hobart
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the Democratic League founded in 1896 in the old Cli GClipper offices, had
produced the most radical platform to date in the colony. Yet it had

failed to flourish mainly because it lacked popular support.

Woods made 4t his task to arouse the lower classes from their
political apathy and instil dnte them a spirit of wmilitent comradeship.
Woods observed that the greatest enemy to freedom was the contented
slave., Under his editorship, the Clipper was to be the pillar around
which l"hcz Labor movement crystallized, In the same month thet Woods
undertook the fulltime editorship, he, together with Dave Balchen,
convened the preliminary meeting of what was to be the Workers!
Political lLieague, the crganifsatimnal wnit of the Labor movement in

Tagmania. 3

At the begimning of the same vear Woods issuved his memorable
call to the workers of Tasmanias

I renember Carlyle's injunction: "Make yourself an honest man;
vou will then be sure there is one rogue less in the world',
Thats it. How much do you desire a change? Are Jou satisfied?
CAre you senile? Are you too slow? Are you doing your earnest
bit towards Lifting the deprading reproach of apathy £ rom
Tagmenia's shoulders? Are you in earnest for reform? . . » No
men has o right to gay '0b, you'll never get any reforms in
Tasmanie' unless be is at the present time a genuine trier
himself, 4

"Jans Tas" the prolific verse writer for the Clipvper added to the sense
of political urgency. Of the House of Assembly election in 190 he
wrotes
Blectors of our island home, a chance
s ours cLoéﬁgg,
A grander one then e'er before has
fortune sent our way.?

The Clipper was essential to the formation of the lebor perty in

Tasmarga in providing a central idea and definition of labor. The
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labor movement was to be the working class movement and the workers
were asked to harken to the Greek legend of Antaeus who derived his
strength from contect with his mother, the Barth. As the Harth was
the mother of Antaeus, so was the working clami‘%ge parent of Bocialism.
And no sooner would the Bocizalist movement tear its roots out of that
soil, than decay would ensue. The workers were commended to "witeh
that modern Antaé@s s}muld always be in close conbact with his met her

Bapth". 6

The Clipper's primery tesk was to foster a working-class
conseiousness, to beach the workers that they must be independent and
not rely on elther the Liberals or Tories. "The main thing to remeunber!,

Robert Blatchford reminded readers in Britain for the British, "is that

even if the Liberals ave all they claim to be, they will never do ss much

for TLebeor as Laboy would do for i'tﬁ@lfa”?

Woods also q;um;é,d K‘%}r Hardie,
the English Lebor leader who steadfastly opposed both Liberals é;nél Tories
in parliam@n’caa Speaking of Bishop John Mercer and other Iibersl
thinkers who contributed a congiderable amount to the labor movement in
Tasmania, Woods emphasized self-reliance; while they were thenkful for
all sincere helpers, having regard to the past, he thought "the bilers

wonuld do well to depend upon themselves as a class to save themselves

as 4 nation', J

Although Woods preached class solidarity his concept of who should
constzlhx”r;e that class was broad, ILabor could not afford to be sxclusive
in Tesmenia at such an early sbtage in its formation. "labor is for all
who toll, regardless of whether they wield & shovel or a pen, steer a

needle or a ship, a plow or a steam-engine, study geography with road



metal, or navigation with an ocean chart, measure yayds of ribbon in a

10

drapery store or compute distances between stars.," Lebor did not

encourage the image of a "aweat of the brow'" movement.

The Clipper made special appeals to the small farmers argulng
along the lines of taxation s the labor candidates were the only ones
who stood for land reform. ILittle headway was made with many of the
farmers however, who feared labor's proposal of confiscation of land.

At the begiming of 1907 it was resolved that for the nexht three years
Lebor's work was to be "the education of the work~farmer (as opposed to
the idle farmer) and this emencipation from the domination of the National
Association'. After some years it was evident from the ffl.oﬁrishing
branches of the vlﬁ"olitical Lesgue in the ChannelsHuon area and along the

North West Coast, that the farmers! prejudice was in part overconme.

At one time special efforts were mede to secure to the vanks of labor
the "sweated snob", or higher collared young gentleman who worked as a
olerk. The people had to be tavght fh@."ﬁ "the clerk, the shop assistant,
and the artisan, and the laborer are all wage-earners and beleng to the
same cl‘assss"oﬂ They also had to be taught that they needed the help
of Iebor more than Labor needed theirs, The truth of the last assertion

is however somewbat dubious.

The largest "interest group" the Clipper aimed at cionvez"bing , Was
women. One of the lessons to be learnt from the 1903 Federal elections
was the important role to be played by women in pOli'tiOSaqg The
potential attached to the reoen‘cly organisedwmen's suffrage was great

indeed, &o fact which was ably illustrated by a cartoon pileturing
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Woman on a Bhrine being pleaded and worshipped by a Sweabter, a $Slum
TLandlord and a Usurers At the 1903 Federal election working-class
women had not been as forthright in voting at ‘i:hc' pbllss as had their
counterparts of the upper clssses. A W@ekiy column begen soon after
called "To Mrs, Smith, Who Did Not Vote at the Recent Federal Blection';
ite aim was to make sure that Mrs. Smith voted at the next election,
and voted Labor, The women were told that if they wanted Jjustice for
themselves, thelr husbands and thelir children, they too muaé“t rouse
theamﬁel've&oq; The pill of propagands was cleverly coated with social
columng snd a column of miscellsnecus "womanities". Foods!' efforts in
this ’ﬁ;‘n«rec*&i@n were rewarded in a year or so, when it often happened that
more women were in attendance at W.P,L. meetings than men snd when many

of the branch offices were filled by women,

Woods was especially concerned with insbructing the winitiated in
the imporbance of being sarnests Tirelesslyy he preached loyalty,
earnestness and solidarity; conversely a traitor or a "wobbler! was
severely denounced, Once having awakened the lower classes it was
necessary to inculeate them with Labor dectrine and principles of action.
Solidarity was uppermost of these principles. "Hvery soldier in the
regiment mum‘; keep in step or go out of the marching business altogether.”
Lacking trade union acbivity, Tasmenia had little experience or under-
standing of solidarity as an operative 1;):14*:‘mm::Lpl»s:g.15 Woods did his best
to impress this principle upon the workers.  They were told that "50,000
earnest men can govern a nétion who can agree on all vital questions, who
will plant their shoulders together and swear by all that is true and
just that for long years @y will put their great idea before the

country™e 16

o



Woods's special aversion was "wobbling" and compromise, "that

17

yawning bury-hole of Lebor principle'. Frinciples and the platform
embodying them were all important; individualism was anathema to the
spirit of the movemerit. In 1905 both West Australia and Queensland
Labor parties compromised on government ownership of railways, land
value taxation and the sale of Crown lands. For the Clipper the moral
of the story was to be seen in the split of the West Aw tralian lebor
party and in the Charters Towers by-election in Queensland, where an
independent Labor cendidate had recently defeated a pledged Labor

candidate. 18

An edibtorial entitled "Unworthy Bricks". is worth examining in full
for the light it throws on Woods'$ concept of the Labor movement, It
illustrates the character Woods attempted to impress upon the Tasmanian
Labor orgenisations. He compered politicisns with bricks, the Labor
party being eguivalent to a building whilst all other pirties were like a
mere loose stack of bricks, "lLoose or soft bricks in a building indicate:
bad workmenship, and a collapse is a far more serious matter than the fall
of a mere stack of bricks. It costs time and money to rebuild; the
mere stack of uncohesive brlcks méy be restacked easily and che:ap},yc"w
He stressed the higher calibre required in labor members. The reverses in
Hueensland and West Australia pointed the necessity of careful discrimination,
the "soft, mis-shepen and wobbly bricks" had to be absolutely rejected,

Woods described Labor's task in terms of religious austerity: "The task
hes been hard; no Teather-bed soldiers those who fight in the van of the

Labor movement, They are in earnest, no time have they to wasgte in

gavdy triflest, The other quality Woods ascribed to the Labor coxps was
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a pristine innocence, The men and womeén of the lebor movement were

"ags sensitive as children", I they were trusted, they would trust in
return, but if they were deceived, they would regent it'"with all the
bitterness born of ages of oppression'. The lesson of that day wes that

it was betber to build slowly, then to build with unworthy bricks. =

Woods's fanatical aversion “i;o wobblers and compromisers was pressed
home in a poem by "Joln Draymen® called "To The Reformers", wherein he
pictured them as worms with "wobblesome muix‘m".go The Clipper reinforced
its messapge about political perfidy by quoting figures from the West
Auvstralian electlons in whic h the labor "ratbs" were wiped oub, whilst the
true Laborites were returned with overewhelming majorities in some cases =
a triumphant dndication of platform and principle. The Queensland
elections, which resulted in pledged Labor holding the balance of power,
showed that "Queensland doesn't like the party of boodle, but it likes
turncoats leﬁsas".m» But had not the split oceurred, Labor would have
been returned with a mejority. It was Woods' firm conviction that the
primry causge of Athé delay of Lebor's legislative ’ciﬂiumph was "departure
from the straight road of principle". It was Woods's mission to set as
‘mny people as he could upon that path, and by showing them the worthiness

of the principle, prevent departures from it.

The most effective means of securing this in the parliamentary
field was the written pledge. The Clipper viewed the pledge as a
fitting test of pepuineness. Ite belief was confirmed when Propsbing,
the erstwhile progressive Prenier of the House of Assembly, entered the
reactionary Upper House and crawled "on his belly to abjectly lidc the

feet of his enemy". Then did the Clipper announce that the justification
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of the written pledge was "czcampla’b@"f’g

The Clipper subscribed to the
view that elected men ought to be delegates rather then representatives.
Woods could not see the point of electors subordinating themselves to
menbers of Parliament, 1f they in turn did not subordinate 't;h@mselvés o
a platform of principles. Consigtency was not one of Woods's primany
virtues; for one of his arguments against Leborts adoption of New
Protection as s plank was that it would tie Labor's hands, wht«zréaﬁ if
Lobor attained to office the lebor mewbers should be free to do what
circumgtances at that time required. Woods's confidence in the pledge
however, was such that by 1909 the Clipper felt confident enough to avow
thet the pledge was responsible for Labor's one hundred per cent incresse

in supports 4t was "the only political party that imposes a test of

genuineness upon those who profess sympathy with 4te aims and religlously

T
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punish every treitor it can catch', 2

Besides arousing clasge-consciousness and acquainting working men
and women with the eomcepté of solidarity, earnestness and loyalty, the
Clipper was also the indispensable organiser., It was essential for
electioneering purposes in providing information on How To Vote, facilities
for voting and a8 o rewinder to readers to insert thelr nsme on the
electoral rolls,  These were on view at the Clipper office for all to
read. Tt was the central agency for menaging electoral funds. The
Clipper's financial appeals were abundant. Tn 1905, for example, money
had to be raised to supplement the miserable pittances of Labor Mg.P.,
for the election fund, to subsidize the Clipper Cooperative Company,
ahd if posmigible to pay a special lecturer, The Clipper wag necessary

for a report of Labor members' parliamentary speeches becsuse of the fact
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that the daily Mercury habitually omitted or misreported the speeches.

During 1908 several articles explained the Hare~Clark system of counting
. 2l x

votes: this was demongtrated by a mockmelec:'tionoz " Before each

election the Labor platform was printed with accompanying explanations.

On Yoods's suggestion a fund was begun in the Clipper to raise
money to buy a Labor Van. This would facilitate lecturers? tours and
be a sure means of geining a thousand extra vobes alt the next &lection.

Woods himself opened the fund with a subscription of ten pound,

It was also on Woods's initiative that the ex~Presbyterian minister
Roger Palamountain was enlisted as official "owrganiser" for Labor in
19040 25 }“’alammmtain ha& been sent down from the ministry because he
had expressed open sympathy with Lebor politics. The Clipper championed
his cause of freedom of speech (as long as it was Labor speech) and
started a fund with which to support him, while he was preaching the

Labor gospel.

One Laborite described the Clipper as their Boout, their Field
ii?élc»aggmph, thelr Despatch Rider,theirMaxim, their Open line of
Comminicabtion. 26 In appealing for greater financial support for the
Clipper, the secretary of the Lovett branch of the W.P.L, called it
the "strongest weapon' Lebor had. "Fithout it we are powerless snd we !
become a mere collection of dimunited Leagues, totally in the datk as
to what esch is doing. And no letter from a laborite would be
published in a daily if we lost the Clipper, which is the best organizing

7
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weapon we can use,"”
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The Clipper was also the gelf=appointed policeman of the Labor
movenent. It dutifully arrested and punished every traitor and
"unworthy brick" in the Tasmanisn house of Tabor. One of the first
was Williem Tiamerton, elected as a pledged Labor man to the House of
bssenbly din /1905 , and who in the words of W.G. Spence "ratted on the
movement, and was got wid of"ozg The Clipper provides an interesting

account of aceruing doubts as the Labor man reveals his "unworthiness".

At first when lamerton voted for the Ability Tax (referred to by
the Clipper as the Debility Tax), the Clipper was unsheken,  There
were good points about Lamerton, although it was a sghame he had come
into politice too late.  The next month the Clipper was provoked to
ask "What ailslamerton?"  On the clause of the 1904 Mining Bill which
provided for the appointment of an inspector by the mineas , the Zeeshan
man "spoke and voted against his mates, though it (was) understood the
par%;y had agreed in caucus to go so],id".29 Antagonism between the
Clipper end Leamerton increased. At the 1905 anrual conference at
Beaconsfield the latter made a point of expressing disappointment that
Ythe Lebor press had not given sufficient prominence to the views of some
of ‘the Labor menbers. The opposition pé;pez's bad given fuller and

. 30
fairer reports".

Tamerton again made clear his opposition to the
Clipper, when he telegramed the A.M.A, branch of Zeehan to try and dissuade

that brench from buying move shares in the Clipper, "that scurillous rag'.

When at the end of 1905 it appeared that pre-election of Labor
candidates for the coming Btate elections would be dispensed with at
Zeehain, leaving Lamerton as the Iabor candidate, the Clipper was

ademant in demanding another and larger meeting to sound the opinion of
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menbers of the AWM. A.ngf@ other unions, "On all questions affecting
the great body of workers, a ballot taken on as wide a basis as possible
would ensure that cheerful acquiescence in the decision of the ma Jority
which inveriably spells 531100683«"51 the next week the Clipper was
elated. Its advice had been followed. Another meeting of sixty odd
had been called and uvnanmimously upset the decision of sevenbeen. The
outcome of the dispute was perbaps a measure of the influence the Clipper
wielded in Labor activity in the S8tate. Taemerton having been dispelled,
the Cl:i_m ver took the opportunity to express its ,parsonéle antipathy.  The
Labor man had been of "1little value" to the Party, for he did not under-
stand the true basis of the movement. ° He was too "strongly individualistic
in tﬁmp@ram@nt".jg
Tt was not wntil 1909 that the real Judas appeaved in the e rson oﬁi‘
Gilbert Rowntree, who represented the Hobart Wharf Leborers. His stand
ag an®k [udependent Iabor candidate for Denison, the electorate Woods was
contesting, represented a sore affront to Woods personally, and the biggest
threat yet to the wnity of the Tasmanian lLebor movement. But more
important for present purposes the independent c&néij.aa,ﬁevrejpresen‘bacl 8
challenge to the position and teschings of Woods and the Clipper., The
challenge was more significant for what it symbolized than for what it

achieved, In the election Woods won an easy victory over his opponent,

Rowntree's stand was significant in bringing to crisisirélations
between the political and trade union demands in the Tasmanian Labor

paxrty. To explain this crisis, one must trace the history of trade
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unionism in the island and especially Woods's role in this development.
This in turn opens up the question of his whole part in the Tasmenian

Tabor movemente

Wore than any other Tabor leader in Tasmania Woods believed in
the necessity for strong unions. As political Iebor had come of age
in Tasmania independent of trade union activity this was o too literal
and also dangerous translation of his mainland experiencs. On the
mainland, in New South Wales, Queensland and o a lesser extent Viectoria
*the trade union orgeanizations had initiated politieal representation.
It has also been shown that steps in this direction had been taken before
the so called "great turning point" of 1890, by Melbdumme and Sydney
Trades and Lebor (‘}mmcilﬁ..3 3 It was natural that all mainland speakers
and organisers in Tesmenia took for granted the same pattermn of develop~
ment in the izsland State, These included Prime Minlster Watson, W.G.
Spence and Arthur Ree. In a letter to the Clipper, Rae formulated
the common sentiment:

Experience has taught us that the industrial organisation of

Lebor, that is Trades Unionism, is and must be the backbone

of the movement if Labor in politics is to be kept on the

straight track « « « Unionism in short, mekes for capascity,

strength, wisdom, solidarity, while political action is a

mere f{lash-in-the=pan, meking much noise and display but of no

more solid value thah 2 campnonade of blank cartridges . . .

New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and Victoria are

all ovganised from shore to slore o . 7%

Woods pursued his mission to orgenise relentlessly. He never
considered the inapplicability of mainland experience in Tasmenian
conditions. He looked upon trade unions not as an alternative means

to secure the workews' ends, for he was firmly in favour of political

and legislative action. Rether, he fancied trade unions to be a type



of tredning-school for politicians. In those precinets prospective
politicians were to be trained in discipline and solidarity. "It ods the
gpirit of solidarity more then the exact letter of the rules and platform
that counts for successful Tabor politics =~ if that spirit is lacking

in the State Labor party the orggam’.& ed workers opubside parliament should
take steps to make o radical atl”bemman".% The disciplinery methods of
trade unionism would prepare for the parliamentory pledge. Woods
enlogized wnlonisn. WNeot only was it "awong the grestest forces for the
moral, inbtellectual and social improvement of ;gm&lnl{lknci" ,‘3 6 but it was
indeed "the best test of intelligence extant; the higher the intelligence
the greater the power of combination"ﬁ? Woods was of course referyring
to "new unionism", the sort that participated in politics, not the craft

unionism that still existed in Tasmania.

As an exsmple to Tasmenisn unionists he pointed to the mainland
states, and also Bnglend,

Zome of the more conservative unions in Hobart and other
places which religiously avold politics in thelr meetings
mey profit by the reminder that at the present time no
less then a million of the Unionists in Englend snd Wales,
not counting Scotlend, are affiliated with the Tabor
Representation Committee and sre levying themselves to .

cover the expenses of the forthecoming general elections.” J
The result of the Great Britain elections Woods taught as a lesson of /

what could be won through earnesitness. Over forty-five Labor candidates /
were returned, and the whole of the funds necessary to fight the battle

was subseribed by the Unions end unskilled workers.

The storm which broke in 1909 had been brewing as early as 1903 ;/

the gigns were apparent if only Woods would heed them. At the first
/

7

Tabor Conference of 1903 in Hobart, the Wharf Isborers Union was /

i
/

{
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conspleuously absent. Woods simply saw them as unenlightened; they

did not yet understand tlat the "stand alone" policy was a sulcidal on@.339
The next year the W.P.L. officers (Woods was General Secretary) reported,
not without surprise, that the only unisn to affilisate in a body with the
Political League for the Benate elechions was the Gormanston branch of
the A.M.A. Tt seemedthat to the other branches of the A.M, 4., the Wharl

Laborers, the Railways, the Typographical and other Unions, the scheme

of affiliation d4id not comuend itself,

if Wooaﬁg saw the writing on the wall, he did not recognise its mean-
ing., He spareino effort to convince unionists of the righteousness of
his cause. In 1904 he called for an alle-round union, elther as a branch
of the Australisn Workers Union, or asg 2 separate Tasmenian association.
It was urged that one big wion would cure industrdial weakness in
Tesmenia, thought to be & result of the necessarily small and parochial
unions, He was constantly dogged by mainland precedents. T4 is cleary
that some such organisation is necessary if 'T&arnénia is not to becoms and
remain a dead welght and a drag on the more advanced lLabor movement of

the sisber States", 0

A preliminary meeting was called for all interested at the Working-
men's Club in Hobart on 13 March, 190%. Woods press:‘z.dead gt the meeting
and outlined in full the reasons for one big union. A general workers!'
union would overcome all the difficulties of small unions such as limited
membership, financial weakness, the possibility of victimization and the
impossibility of awskening a general public sympathy. Temporary officers

~chosen included Gilbert Rowntree ag Secretary.
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Woods pergonally founded many Tasmanian unions. The same month
that the Tesmanian Workers Association was founded, Woods iaresided at the
founding meeting of the operative bakers union at 'Ei;)bax-“f:. He spent a
great deal of time in 1908 organizing the Channel and FHuon timber workers.
A Branch of the Australian Baw Millers Union was consequehtly established.
He organised the workers in Jam factories, with the reésult that o Factory
Employees! Union was formed which formally resolwved to affiliate with the

Victorian and New South Wales branches of the Union.

Perhaps the most successful course f‘alﬁ],cﬁwed. to stimulate inc‘iustrﬁ.al
organisational growth in Tesmania, was to encoursge large mainland unions
to send over organisers to establish branches in the i.élfmd. Woods
offered his full support and encouragement to this line of aclion. The
travels of G.M. Burns, Labor M.P., in Victoria in 1905 for this purpose
were of little consequence. . The decision of Sydney AW.U, to send an
organiser to Tesmania, was. The organiser Avthur Rae ploneered the
organisation of shearers in the midlands with relative success. A

Tasmanian branch of the A,%.U. was established at Campbell Town.

Woods tried every means to strengthen unionism in Tesmania, In
the Clipper of April 20, 1907 he called upon the secretaries of trade
unions to establish a Trades and Labor Council; en authoritative body
was needed to consider united action on inter-state matters. The first
Council had collapsed in the nineties, was reformed in 1900 but due to

44

jnsufficient support, dissppeared within a few months. Woods persisted
in his advocacy of tle need for a Council but it was not until July 1910

that one was formed,
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Woods further attempbed to seduce the unionists into politics by
repeatedly offering them special standing at reduced membership fee in
the Political Leagues. But this propesal did little to encourage
membership. The unienists' antipathy towards political affiliation was
again demonstrated in the decision of the Zeehan branech of the AN A,
not to teke further shares in the Clipper. The editor remarked that
the principles of new unionism vas adopted by the AJVW.U. had hardly
begun to take root among the m:i.néa. In June 1908, the A.M.,A. voted on
whether the Union should affili&ite with Political Lebor lieagues end
have power to levy for political purposes.  The ballot resulted in a

large majority against the proposals Zeehan recorded one of the highest
2]

I

no? votes,

Hoodsts f&iﬂ1 was blind,. At the elections of 1909 Iabor in
Tasmania featured a one hundred percent increase in votes on the 1906
elections. That is, political Lebor was progressing well without the
solid backing of industrial orgenisation., 8ix years of smouldering
resentment on the part of many old-style unionists was climaxed in 1909
when the Wharf lLaborers put up an "independent" candiate in direct opposition
to Woods.,  The Secretary of the Union, D. Patten was motivated by a
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strong dislike of Woods's attitude towards unioniem.

Woods's role in the Lebor movement in the years from 1903 until 1909
was paradoxical. A1l his efforts were directed towards solidarity within
the movement, but was not the result disintergration?  The following
decade was marked by bitter conflicts between the political wing of
Tabor snd militent trade union leaders. It is sadly ironical that the

man who worked selflessly to bring the industrial end political wings
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of the movement together, was the cause of the first of these splits,

A general assessment of the place of Walter Woods and the Clipper
in the founding of the Tasmanian Lebor movement is difficult, pbmmemily
because such would require a full history of the early labor movement,
which this paper does not pretend to incorporate, Woods's main, and
I think, indisputable, achievement lay in the fact that he personally
and ;thr'ou.g;}n the mgdium of the Clipper fostered a vvj;br:a,n‘t vorking-class
consciousness, in a people previously "more peaceful, more ordinary,

. . L
more bourgecois® than any in the world. h

The Clipper was the first direct and successful appeal to the
Tasmanion working-~class, The firvst step towards achieving & socialist
State wes to creste a soclalistic and democratic self-congclousness

in the people - Woods took that step.



Conclugion

Walter Alan Woods died aged seventy-seven on 28 February, 1939.

The widespread sources of the tributes snd condolances on his death
reveal his intense interest in commmity affairs and organisations.
Tributes ceame from Government House, the Bducetion Department, Hobart
High School and Headmaster Higgins, the President of the Tasmanian
Brench of the League of Nations Union and the Secretary of the Council
of the Parents end Friends Asgocletion. The aclievement most referred
to in the tributes and obituaries however was his part in ladvencing the
cause of lTabor: that when the volee of labor was as the voloe in the

wilderness he was in the forefront of its advocacy.

Bis parliamentary career continved late into his life. Hoods was
first elected to the House of Asgembly when he wag editor of the Clipper,
He was elected again as merber for Denison in 1909, 1912, 1913 and 1916,
He resigned his seat in 1917 4o contest & seat for the Senate but was
defested, In 1925 he was again electéd as a member for Denison to the
House of Assembly. He was returned in 1928 and held his seat un*l:tvi,]. Mesy
1951, vwhen he was defested at the General Electionsg, He was Chastoman of
Committees from July 1925 until October 1926 and Spesker of the House of
Asgewbly from NMarch 1914 until May 1916, and from October 1926 until

That he never held office in the Labor administr:tions he supported
was probably due to his uncompromising nature, It is not in the nature
of things for an uncompromisingly honest man to have many fiterds and so

it was not unnatural that Woods experienced moods in which he felt (as he
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wrote in one poem) that he could count his friends on his finger ends,

He ‘alwaysa lived true to the ldealfof honesty, consistency and
earnestness which he had preached in the Clipper, from the "Hollow" in
the Queerfs Domain and from the soap=-box in Arthur's Circus, Battery Point.
When he wrote the poem "The 01d King William Pine", he could equally well

have been talking of himself when he said about the pine:

4 hundred yeers of bempests have
not dashed
The courage of his sould

And indeed perbaps he was,
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