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LHRODUCTT O

This thesis will be a study of the relations hetween
o Tasmanian perliamenterien, Rdward ulcahy, and three
influential centres of political and social thousht in the
period I891 to about 1914. The Catholic, Labor and
Congervative views will be digcussed by retference Lo +their
various press organs. Through é study of these Jjournals
and their attitudes towerd the various important issues

of the period, some light may be ‘thrown on thekaarﬁer,of

Iilcahy, and on the way in which his various polil:

s 2

activities related to the political and social thousht of

the period. The Tasmanian Catholic Standord and the onitor
will Dbe used to illustrate the Catholic view on a =

particular matter, the Clipper y the Tasnenion News end,

later, the Daily Post to illustrote the Tabor~democratic

view, and the lercury ond the Ixeminer to illustrate +hoge

of the southern and northern upholders of 1ho statug duo,
However, as it is vpon fmlcehy that interecs is

/

primarily centred, these views will leveely be nand

as
illustrations of the veried veys in which hig sctbions
could be interpreted,

Lulcahy gradvually chenged from being a fervent supvorter
oi the democratic Torces of e Stote, thoush noh, it

should ve stressed, of the leoior rorces, to beins o stounch

conrervative and opponent or the lobor movesent.,

This change will be outline: by rofervence o Tuleahy s
opinions on the social and politicel issues &n which he
vag involved.  hus, ‘here will be = pronounced tendency
in the labor-demnocratic paporﬁ to follow & vweth of dnitial
enthusiasm for vuleaby, throush violent dernuncintions oif
him ag ¢ traitor o the caurse, to complete evnicism wng
aisgust with him as of = man Tor vion they could have no
more hope, 4

e Catholic attitude toward ule: Ny oves conivoosn)

S

e was g ren loyal support from the Catioldic nress
carly years Tor 1

Sosupport of the Catholic radica] e

R v
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reform program, and was applauded when hig views, on
state aid gnd free education, for instance, coincided
with “hose of the Roman Catholic Church. Jowever, he a8
never prepared to acu s a nere agent of the Church in
politics, although this was one of the major criticisas
directed against haém by the labor vress.
Since the democratic Catholic standpoint persistently
reflected in the Monitor and the labor view as expresged
in the Clipper were identicel on many issues (lond re.orm
end Tome Rule vor Irelend for example), there is = tendency
for the labor argurents acainst Fulcahy to be re-echoed
by the Monitor which became increasingly disillusioned
by‘his failure to put his early support for a democratic
program into legislative effect whilst in offica.

The attitudes ofvthgjigggggﬁ and the Ixaminer toward
Mulcahy generzlly revesal approval for his supnort of the
sfatus quo of his later career. Towevor, their attitndes
are Tempered by toe divisive rivelry between northern snd
southern Tasmanie. - Ag Minister for Loands and ‘jorks
in two different'ﬁinisfrieg, Fuleaby was frequently”5
criticized for showing Tavouritism to one region or-
another. If it wag to the Horih, he Woulﬂ hale the g port
of the Examiner, and the hostility ox the"@gggggx, whereas
if he was snid to be favouring the South, th@whggggzgm
‘tended to be loud in his praises. 4
he degree to which the reglonel igsue cmne. into election 
debate involving the political cirmer of Mulbéhy, will'

be one of the sidelights explored by this thesiss

Another gphere of interest will be & siud

(0]

way in which the rise oi political Labor in Wa@ménig
efi'ected a union of the older 1ibernl and conservative
grouvdngs, much ag it did Deckin's "Fusion' in Cederal
politics, %909, .In such a w-ion, ren guch as vle hy
with & genuine regerve of democratic sentiment, were

sulmerged in estobligtment consevvatisr and opnosition

to Labor. When it ceme to the finsl analysis, evidently,

bulezhy felt that hig steke in the evwisting order vas of
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greater significance than his comnitmhient to certain
remaining democratic princinles, Mulcehy's career is thus
a gtudy of the political evolution of a liberal~ democratb
wvhen faced with the rise of a2n independent, strongs,

and politicallyworiented labor movemendt.

A Final emphasis in the thesis will be a study of
lfulcahy's activities as MWinister of Lends, Works, Reilways
and lMines in Lewis' first winistry, 1899-1903, and later
in Solomon's ministry 1912-1914 when iulcahy had the
portfolios of Lands and Works and lines,

Generally agreed to be a highly capeble and hard—working
Minister5‘ﬁmlcahy was involved in many projects of
long term sirnificance to the state of Tesmania. |
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Bdward hulcahy wes born on 28 lerch, 1850, in County
Timerick, 1reimuaf SIn 1554, the Fulcehy femily arrived
in Tasmania wheve Ldvard's father proceeded to epiavlish
a successful blacksmith‘ﬁnd velding business.
Bdvrard Mulcahy beﬂ“n hig education at St. Mary's Seninary,
cnd, whether because of the thoroughness of tThie initial
ovonndwork, or because of femilly influence and personal
inclination, he remeined a- stauwnch and faithful suprorter
of the Roman Catholic Church for fthe rest of his liie.
e wag on the choir of St. Joseph's Chmrch or many years
4

and plaved a prominent

&

]

Mfter his schooling was cdmpleted at 5t. Joseph's Tollege,
faleahy tried a succegsion of jobhg and found none of Them
congenial. For z time he worked as compositor foxr vihe
Advertiser but Found the work unsuited fo his health eo
he became apprenticed to a well-kuown shnipbuildsr, I'r,
John Rosg. This elso was Ffound unsuddedle so he joined,
fTor a time,'hif Tather's bhlackamivhings buginess.

Kulecehy eventually - found vocationel succesn, however,

part in countless Church aciivitics.

vthen he estoblished a drapery store with hig partner, Fathew

Ready, in 1878. Ready gnd Mulechyts drapery becmme a

sound business concern and, in tilme, bhe opened & number
of gubsidiery stores on vle West Coast, ot Queensitowm and
Zechen., This develépmént reveels juloeny's keen dnterest
and faith in the Vest Coast which remcined one oi the
nost constant features of hig lons znd chequered political
carcer.g Tn 1898 he built the Grand Totel and the Gailety

hall af Zeehan and later, the Royal Fxe

rotel, more

generally known as bPulcehy'g liotel which wes destroyed by
“ .

e 2

firg in 1892,

Another agpect of hig cureer in the years alter his

buginess success was hies proprievorship of & Wosmanion

1. Cyclopaedia of Tasmania. Volume 1, fumber 1, p. ©

2. Obituary, dercury, 24 CGetober, 1927
T

3. Obituary, lixa

-1

24 Octobar, 192
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Catholic jouxrmzl,

The ye-r 1891 saw the bepinning of iuvlcohy's

career in the lasmenian Touse of aAssenbly. He was

one of three candidates Lor the geat of West lobury
which hed been left vacant by the retirement of V.l

Burgess. iHig eloctoral campaisn bhegan on lusast 14,

5

with a meetimb at the Temperancé Fall, at which he
laid gréat emnhegls on the wmineral potential of
»Tasm&nia,B In fact, the keynote of his electorel anneal
was his argument thati the prvuont regime had aot

given enough wucouragemént to the mining industry

(V34

and that Tagneaniz badly needed a renresentative
constantly working in the interests of this industry.
in comwon with thb other two candidates, Crouch and

HOWdGﬂ, Mulcohy ewmphesized his suvnort Lor rederabtion

and thr great advantesges to Tasmania which would resulid
from this. Unlike the others, nowever, imuleshy hod
the advantage of being in complete accord with the
‘ViQWS of the FaLLoljc mi@rarchy on wost of the sooiél
issues on which the Thureh had e definite ovinion,
state aid for Church schools ani sunport for a taz

on the unimproved value of land for instence,

Perhaps the most signific.nt of his electoral
statements ( and mogt of them do not mpuesr to have
much long=terin ¢ 1ﬂn¢ Jcence since, like wogt Toomanien
elections, local issues sveh as the removel of the
railway workshons to flavemont in Hhieg coge, geem to

hawe been given rreot orominence), aa the Tolloviings

reported in the 4 oomanicy Hewis

4.Monitor, 5 lwy, 18Y: letter Trom Iulcshy to the
newly established ;oniltoxr in which he atischs the
politicel perticlity shown by the nets naner ond cites
bg Justification Lor his attaék, the fact that he had -
‘hald the provric torshin of a Ceatholic nevspaper

5. Tagmanin n_News, 15 tugusﬁ, 1891

AP N e« e




e was a working men, ond 2 hard working man who

Tnew the wez*ht of tho hloclkssith's sledge

[V}

r

shipwright's adze before centeriug tihe nresert Line of

husiness, *3& he relies on the worilngnen prirnciwally

for sunport.' L

o)
Juleahy tThug preéent@d himgelf 28 o democret with
cgpirations to winping bthe workingnen's votve, In the
choence of a genuine Labor cendidete, he wos evidently
sunecegsful in this endeavour. [uleahy wag, however,

. . -
i

aold Toroviard &8 8 denocrot:

in voint of fact, putiing
ctoa vime when he waes mercly o moderate liberal.

Conseouently the later hostility of 4he labor pross
towards %ulc&hy geems to be rathier unjust.

could not be a Traitor to the lahor cause

- never thoroughly & party o it in the Iire

i foct seems to lie % the hesrt of the welations

between dulcahy and the lahor movomont,.

itever considering hiwpeli o thorou byein:, svu
. _

the daboxr Lnt rest in natters,

Loter yoo

L

vesvred bo choapion corba

e

if Yo porsonally believe

o

Them o

his beliedf dn the valve of & wodificd Fform of sunte

socialisn, for exwmplo, 1 ohim bo svrcowt e

sl eipael ovmershi 5, congidered Lo be

ol Chresviay

c,J

.

oasicolly & labor meopnre. On the other haad, he

sreunchly ouposed guch ot labor dgsves an f?@@ oduncation

e LI . Nt Sd e et Wt Y e ey . . Con it P - L. i
cince it conflichoed with his pergonal views o phoss

o1 the Church hiesrarchy.

—L e w
he political milion of Jdwerd fulcesihy, in bhnis
period, fits dn well v

o Los!

of the beckgrovnd end styke of Drones

ool

woverds the end of the nineteonth o

sy + ¥ s . | '-
soynolda viewed Libdralios

bein

v voriting eliss vote atb

- R D 2 54 ) s
Go Wogeinien lews, 15 Ao

« Raeynolds, ., the Ialond

Folitics, 1550~1500.,




-

clagg conclougness, »noerhavs,

class, for reosons

,‘N

or lack of payment , 41id not bhave their civm

Lo represenlative

Lowever, he contimies
"As Lhe (labow) movement warehed

]

wore cantious strageled Trom the ranks

C
and abgorbed by the advonced scoutbs ol counservatbisme'™:

Yeynolds went on ho point out that the strikeg wnd

o7 bthe ewrly ninetics, and

sooiel

RN

and intellectusnl turmoill wesuldbed din s

savonced liberals., They were
poving with the popular tide redicalisn,

or of drifting back into cons

@
e letter path appesrs ho havc heen fthe oune Toliowed by

1k

’_)

snleahy, althousn the meve foet of bediygs

adwinigtrator Toy many yoors

oo hed

with his undeniable dridt int o aervetisn,

Fmlcahy's electoral gnceege in 1601

9osurprise.  He the gocond condidate, Mrouch, by 272

votes, and dthe Tamaoriooy o ovrg wiohod him ovellls

Mihe succeszful candidate s ovel? ond Fovourshly  Dnowun
. o e s N o IRTCRERT S S
tooen egtincble civigen, o shrovd serveoent, md @ mee vho

Hoss unhounded foaith din é>!>e= ot o Masmanid.

the lercury, which hod congidered bhie chancer of mocess

Gs ormevionl

very glim, condidewing hig ocow

colitical experience, olso yvisn

L)

Undonbtodly Loyel supsort fwore thie Jethelic voters o

FEETaE R Y - [N SN L PR RIS I
Jept tobart, whoge chawpion e was ot thie I ISHS

e

E PIVENSINY

. g . . <
come distonce aiom@ the wond to Clocvoral svecess

. T
rocigpe detells of

voving figures ave sveilable, bovt one

T

ve BEde e T

£ * 0 e
L. dbid, o, 72

s j'o [
! e - S e
i ( uﬁ‘,y 20 Auempt,. 1091,
1 . : T Te
Pae o RYOMIY, 16 . ST ¢ 1034

g

Loy
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later electoral breakdowns indicate, tlie Catholic vote
wng of congiderable sipnificence to Fulcahy.
An an - indicetion of the general Ut

EN
a

holic wttitude vo Lulcehy

ot the time of his Ffirst election, & sgtudy of the alttiinde

oL the Posmeniar Catholid shendard is useful, It
complimented The electorate of Veet Hoburt for the retur
of imleahy =nd ¢roted an old Tesmanisan with app
"{he name is Batholic.... ond so is the man,"
A leter isguve commented on tre poovlarity with which
ivlcahy's vichtory was preeted on the silveriields of the
“est Const. ‘

"is Oatholic jovrnaligte we are copeciclly gretilied
£t Fr. Mulcohy's refurn hecavge we v ve dn Parliment o

consistent Catholic, whoe hog the counrage of hisg cownviciions,
is able to express end enfowrce them, ond will faithfolly

, 14
; ‘o L o . 2
waleh over the interests of the Church ag occasion may reguirel

Loter, Kulcahy*s staunch oovwosition to the Free Educetion

Lot was to reveal that the Jatholics Taith ia twulcahy was
well-Ffounded.,

laleahy, however, was not a mere agent for the Gatholic

fhnreh in politics. © lle followed the Chwreh line in yoliticsd
matters only when he~per@onally consldered it bte be ;
econsclentiousely jnstifiable. Fig son mentionzs the occasion
soon after his First election when Tauilcshy received infimation
srom the Archbisbop that he was considered by the Chureh to

be "thedr man' in politics. He was ovidently outrased by

kN a

titks iden and showed hig disggust by permanently dissociating

il b
P!
R

Ningelf from $t, Mary's and remaiondd for the rest of I

days a regsular and active chureh member of Ot

. . T T T
120 Tegrianion Ootholic Jtendard Cehober, THGI

T4, ibid. September, 1001

) , 1971,

19¢  Interview with r. beurice uleshy, Qcbobher 15



Perhaps too much therefore, can be made ol Iulcahy's
ieabntfnvo on the “?Lnolh‘ voters of his electorabc.
cypdpieion of the labor press, it will be nowed, i
consbently centred on ﬁae alleged gectarian 31pporﬁ Ldwven

Tulcahy, bt this wes, mostv likely, just em atfemot to

o
¥

cplan Vowe, oo will be peen Llowor

Cneroddt him,  Thoe dagy

wetempted to errive precisely at the number o TJatholic

vebos for vleshy in the elechion of 1899, bus nothim@ Qi

Big nedure was undertolen in 1891, WY

0. the Church iz undoubted, but thipg is & fexr cry from

B

describing him as & mere Catholic agent in polilics.

hesan publicetion in 1894

A

“he Cetholic Mondtor, which
tho result of a union 0¥ two cerlicr “otholic nowepape 5,

e Coltheolic Stondard and the oz

tia host comm@nt L uleahy s pOW itdeal oobivi

years between his election in 1391, and his sscendance to
the pinistry after the foll of the Iroddion Government in
15000 T4 seems that in 4 ese vears, mlicihy genvinoly, wnd
in the hest of hig ability, atho obed to toke The denocyaotic
Line on mwost igsucg. fowever, the early rreers of this
seriod viere not contmelive to the lesisl 1tive oﬂactméﬁt’of
denoeratic meapures, ’ ‘

Only o few days Tirst

]

Cetule, Pulcahy veg given the oprortunity to

?WOP?WiLw sentiments in an Lssewbly vote on Coloneld

Allts 1"L Honrs Bill.

*
s 4

TE )deca] Leunceston JOVJiiﬂOP Lho ooaenion ﬁ@ﬂ@Cf@%lB

congidored that the vote on +hig dlssue shoewed to Shie worierg
£ T e e o 3 - W e P . NN PP S LI . . _— -
CLoseshania who wore ite supnorters, ond vwho Ihn ononenta,
P _ N . Ry . [ . - e - R L e
Yolonel wh. Til1l wag the radics wwmb@f Tor Torth iobort

®

culochanpilon of

introduced the Jight W

Jodinto the Asccewubly ceveral
tanes, only to have it defrated. On Juguot

"
<

H Vg PR > e . bt et R g g e SR K e B )

rovever, 1t pasped the asgeobly for the £irst time, thirteen
1]

ven o ten, Uhe Dopmnanion j)f;i@(}(}?'hxiJ corelnlly Lioted Uhe
Ed

(RPN

0s Yomnaninn )ommcr - 1697,
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NI e - TS el T Ean]e (ot e
copoorters of the meusure. Cbiwd, Slark, Crion,

athan, rethto, vou

"1

',uxi?"ﬂwﬂe,

Dobson, Lamilton, Hartnolil,

stesoiite, Fenry, sad, of COU”HC, St cand Fuleahiv,
sireiZicantly din the light of Iwlcehy's later polivical

ﬂSQOCL&thﬂ with him, F.®. Dewig woted cgainst the mcasare.

Shag Lt may bé seen th et rulechy e later accephance o office

in o the Lewis admirigtration represented, fowr the labor,/

L

o af

Gopocratic movenent, & bre

e Sisht Dours Bill was, however, defconed

Tuber in the gegsion and did

sesrs, despite the strens

According o Jfaleolm ORFh , the 1569 seen
e Biglh weter merk oX Labor orgrin ion prior to t oo

vhich set i after 2bont 1H9u, ATer bhio
f,».t(‘ 1‘1 o vﬁal N Sy .,3 "l n s O .l .t.; O.n y ‘L('\;':l) y s 'i‘:(r\’]}“?‘ o
Ly e i)tkv.‘,b LI :] L ‘_.) SLTLONn Q! L DOY aenL i
\ dovnidll,  dhe year 890’3&& Tre passing 0fF Loh.

%

ﬁvun‘uov““ﬂ'cj‘

wldvely good Trdcnd ho dehor, duhrodine:

mpers,  Phe amovnt

04l wag, however,

grovide foroa membor v had o famdly o puopont

Conpognently it wrg o oX no real

Lhicod wing of S CTRN o TN SR AN
i Woeasnid,

£y € T
l( v,l’r

N v e
LBNYCOEC, whe Yol .,J:'f, )

rnanployment, were net condncive
A

ol eroomized dabor,  Phe drade nnion

LA P REN W 3. e TR
St At constituent groll,

Q7L YD

1 B
T A1 WA W R,

Blmc. Tho el omhio
cioulnn o s Por e
GLLLlMmN (v Lea o I o .
17 ey, . . o
Ll PCRAG, 1ie, 3000 gy o L0 A IR T Fonowhe Bless oo
e . U 1, B e
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Copepover, 1092 saw the defeat of tiie Fysh pgovirmment wrd dte

yq;laCCmont by the Dobsen Ministry. The outlook foxr.

4

ooeratice reform wes therefore rather bleak in these enrly

FEVCh Al O_L 1,1’]_(} 1{)90.;.)-

N v e v

Tn 1894, however, the Monitor noted with apyroval the

"

“4au6 being taken by the junior member for “Vest lobart,

fward Tmleshy, in cellingattention to the oxhent of
18

saenuloyment digtross in Hobart,
o doril 5, he held a wmeebing in the Town Jall. Of an

shiendence of 335, it was estimated, 300 were umemployed,

i

three cunarters of the total congisting of labourers and the

ther quarter of mhohnnzcm.

i .
Lecording o ministers oF religion snd charitable org&ﬂiz&tions,
170 rerort continued, at least 500 vood, honest, and hard-
wreriivg men werefout of employment. Others put the sotal
iish as 800, Whese fignres were strilingly hish for a

Q
city the size of Mohart in 1894, and, of course, wnemployment

o problem Llrounboub the colony.

?ﬁllc 13/IﬂOVI\ in +he Assenbly for the = >aos1ybqenu

lect Comnittee to nongider the practicebility
&éﬂ?hewﬁiabn aroviding enployment fox these men, for exomple
B utiiiz¢nﬁ_ﬁhem o develop the mineral wresounrces ol the
ﬁelonvéﬁ}kipOinted out realistically thet the much
Luuded Village Settlement Scheme, the efficacy of which
na evidently had hiﬁ donb %s would provide employment relict
Saroonly a'f@w;;.ﬂe COﬁuiAQL¢&, on the other hand, thut over
200 could be gainfully emnloved on the Plue Tier Iine alone.
fﬂuffbnjfor W»S enthusiastic about the idea end reported

fMileohy's proposals in detail.19

Fulcahy eviden%iy

aoned that he could versuade the Government to employ men
dnothe extraction of silver and Jead from comparatively
Tov-rvade ore. He hoped also to persuade the Covermaent

e .
L one

nonist mining componics in the purchase of machinery

e e i,

) 5

boUe Londtor, 14 April, ¢

r
[y
(s}

e
3

R
o

g

PUL onitor, 21 April, 109




Lo o
“ay erushing and smelting the orve.  This would srovide

N1

aaent for hundreds of workers and would sove the

oy cepment the expenge of sending the ore ouvitgide the

cdeny to be treated.

1 thim oway ulcahy attempted bo combine his concern for

i
“he Yest Coost and the development of Tasnenia's ninerad
g;sﬁéif;?”v jol, with haaniterion sympoathy for the condition off
i(?lﬁ inarnloyved,
ne Clipoer, however,<despi%@ ite apsrecictior of
xbnﬁurs drawing attention %o the vroblem, vas not V
srbionlorly happy abouts bis proposed soluiions.
Loted that: l
4 44

nep, Iuleahy, albthough a deep and conscienti

&)'U =
w20

iger was scarcely in touch with The subject,

It von particularly antagonistic btowards hig provosition

ot lebourers pledge themsoelves o work Tor five shillings

T
poes

oy dn mining activity on the West Josast.

ﬁfg'th@ Clipper maintained, would be certain to cause

&y

crovple wnongst the omployed piiners of the area.

5

Phomweons surprising that Muleaby, wiith hig knowlege of
e oot Coast, should h%vm_smriousely advocated guch a

1y

L

sevohve and. the CLi poects objections geen hir
aastified, o - ,
{
Cli

s in thig article, seened
Pandenenthal problem in Huloahv'S‘rélatiorShips vith the

he hper o oragh the

62

Tebor novement, -Labor in Tasmania, it giressed, required

A

aoleadry, vet, owing to dnsuwflicient peyuncnt ol members

L Oh0 L year wae all thet memb: roceived), labor could

potosend Ats own renresentotives to Parlisment end was
vidd Led fto rely unon liberale, undouhtedly vell-meaning,
b withoa tendency to halte wo the labor interost‘frﬁm
Y do bime in a opirit of ohilanthropy, or, it conld

Ve added, electordl necesnitye.

D

a political reyr

sentation wnich would

act as an ara ol the oubtside moverent «nd

w3 5‘*!*~.’ IR S . . 1. o) L . S . .. e R _(‘
smioningly push for tle coels thab movenent demand

Sy e N ;
O Dlipper, 14 April, 1894.
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ty ibn ebsence of such an arrangement, Mulcahy and othor

*ibarnles were 2ll that Labor had to rely ou and it
weveonently Suffered'frequ@nt disapnointinents.
(ne igsue on which the personel views of Mulcahy,

i Noman Gatholic standpoint as exvresced in the Lonitor,
snd the labor view as expressed in the Clipoer colncided,
Cavever, concerned the centrality to alll social queptions
of the land issuc.
“he writings of chry'G@orge received wide press attention

sl were frequently e pounded.
“he [onitor maintained a great deal of .discussion on this
crashion and Pdltor;alizeﬁ frequently., 1In one edltoria 1

conpidered thet all weallh was the result of labor appli&ﬂ
Lo the land and that “the labor question was, at its - o
vl only'a phase of the land cuestion.”
shis type of thinking was obviously heavily inflnenced oy
s

Honitor also celled for & system of graduated

e

Coorpe. The
eakion so that owners of large estates would bhe compelled
“o ke a proportionate Gontribntion to the taxation
veyeme o the colony.‘It'did not cdvocate es exgliéitly
wn the radical Clipper, the'busting ud' of the big estates
taf contented itself with stressing the cconomic and socis
netlbbiness of the closer sott lement which counld resnlt

Tren osueh a tax.  TH also argoeed, du‘did<the'lab0r oress,

toat the principle of. perpetnel leasehold fhonlx replace
-

~urtoof actual purchase,

The Glipver algo editorialized freguently snd op

5
e
long puch the same Lines as the Lonitaq only perions

witi less moderation and with more colourful language.

P 1884 it called for Tiberal membors to bend together

o defeat the goverrment in the shortest possible tine

18 dscue.

-
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J
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Wew Zealand was, of course, the guiding star for the
demoerats and radicals and wage the first sucecesfuwl living
.monumcnt to the principle of state socielism.

e activities of iths goveriment, Tirstly under the prime
sindglership of John PBallmnce, ond Jater under Richard -

saldon 'dng Dick', had made New Zealand, for & tine,

$)

the wodel throu_bout the world in metters of social

Tegislation, It had ingtitubed importent rofomms in

prial matters and introduced old age pensions.

How Zealand land refovm lepgislation. The govermient

Ched dnptituted a  policy of graduated Llend texation o

£
u

T b

wffccttthe bresl-up of the biy estates. The compulsory 7
purchese cleuges end She workings of the self~csscssment
n?iwcinle, enabled the goverrment to buy up some of The
Loepoogt eatates. In 1093, 14 purchased the »uge Cheviot

focal voint of interest throughout Tasmenia, wes, however,

Zervate ond dniftiated claser setilement efforts which proved

-

pafule This Hew Zealaond venlure wio Loolkad

c
reat interest throughout l;hf—“ viordd.

vron viith o
The covermment insisted thet lessces evenvualiy‘pay ool

2L the money owed. to the fovow;mvnt “or their selections
and dn bods way, dunsying would he avoided,
Tasmania was pardi 11dr7v backword in regsard o

closer gettlement slice, ebrly iu coloniul times, huse

-

oronts of lund haed been made to wealthy colonists
“od large companies such gg the Ven Diemen's Lund Company

vihich ownerd larpge QX 0L fxf cxeellent dairying covntey in

vorth-yoot m“fn“HLMQ Tone 0ﬁnouh the YVevw Zeal:nd rwo“ow”wnow

-

vors wabched with dremendoiis lmw@xost by Masumendan radicolz
crd lond reform idesliste din the hope that the refomms conld
veocnnlated in Taﬁm&nia%5A lend hox wes, dn Toct dnstitubed
wothe Dreddon Gtovernment it it was so Light 25 to be nerel
DLorilicant as o revenuo Yax.and was neither ceogiged nor

Ly b . T
ot to effect the break-u> of large eshotog,

——
T now T e : SRl e T
Mf‘J“ViS, Heloy New awal nd Diheralion cnd Yagmonisn Labor,

1591~1916, ' ) D.28.




" Despite dertain differences of opinion with men of
the labor movement ”ulovhy sormi to have retained ite
cunlified support at least until about 1899,
o vos evidently also well able to keep the loyelty of his
Voot Ulobart congtituents and he wag returned in ﬁhe elections
o Docember 19, 189%, and January ?0 1897‘withou£ any
MOPLUJH danger of defeat.

Mhe yeers hetween 1891 and 1899 gaw Julcahy estnblished
w*thin,a‘circle ot woderate political reformers and denocrats,
In 1697, as an illustration of this, he was =& vicewpresi&ent
of the Tesmanian Reform Teasve which hnd/or<3nwzed to press
for the “wwa‘onnnw of public spirit throughout the oolony
cndan onergetic soitation for vhe furtherance of political,

. - ‘ . 24
sociol and municipal reform.” A
7

Mhe gpecific reform proposals this League suggested included

the following: adult franchise, zmendment of the Flectoral

D

Aet, refora of the Tegislative Council, udecuate paymont oX

wenbers, credit foncier loans to farmers, encouragement of

settleont upon Crovm Lands, repurchase by the Government of

o
L

lerge eptates upon equitable terng, promotion of legislation

to facilitate the more o

id development of minersl resources,
stete wid for export of locsl products, more equitable syshbem
0L taxoetion, old gy e vensions, coupulsory early closing, ond
roricipal remrm.a5 ’

-

iv pressing for these democratbic roals, yuleely was associated

with such well --1méwﬂ re dlca,l.s end democrats as C

olonel Ot. Fill,
and M. Plesse ( the president of the Reform Leagie).

Another member of the Reforn Tearue was V.0, Propsting,
Letor o become Fresier after ihe defoat of the Lewig government

i 1903, and for a tiwme,a men of very democratic tendencies.

e Tasmenisn Mews welcomed the asgociation ag a heolthy
2ion 0¥ & new concern for primeipnle in nolitics. However,
N ) .
Ll snien News 18 June, 1597,




plihoungh another neeting wos fixed for Mey 5, 1898,

no forther mention hag been found of this organizotion,
Tamd it mwst have suffered the fate of so meny such reform
ascocintions.

It seems-that degpite the later controversies ahout
when Tulcahy actually became a supporter of the lome Rule
for ireland movenment, 2% he was involved in the welcome given
to Wichael Davitt in 10 9%, and, in doiny this, Mulcebhy vias
agpoclating with many men of radical. gocial views.

T4 appeors that at this stage of his cereer he was notb
everse bo being linked in the public eye with radical gociel
roforners of Davitt's étmﬁp;

inother aspect of wlg@nv's early yeers in Parliamnent
vog hip loyal tv to the Cazholic s ten ¢l ‘on education.
Thin was o ooeﬁ7v neld cozwltbmeuu o HjOth end 4t
conflicted with the views of the radicals and Lebor mer wiho
Yevoured the introduction of ¥ ee education.
It was one of the enrly idssues on which the Clipper and

|

Mlenhy differed and thus is dmporirnt in view of the later
rifts.  On numerows occasions in the Houge of Assembly,
Ilechy demounced the manifest injustice to Catholics of thedr
exclusion from & share of the thoug: s beling spent w hnm;lu\
on education;‘ On onec occasion, for exomple, Imleohy

nointed out that in 1294 snd 18945, the sum of over £23,000

vias to be divided miongsst the peovle of the colony for

cduertional purposes without any regard for the claim of

one aixth of those who subscribed to it and who, ot the

cogt of great personsl croerificeg, wore building ond wnaintaining

I T : 28
set ools of their own throvshout the colony.™
.l

Another imporbant guestion on which the views of "ulcahy

end the Labor men uwfferod was on the vaelue of the rwwo syshemn

¢4, pee Chapber 6

#y oF vy ow - . . P . ) k3 k‘ g & R
2. Williems, J., Ty *ish Pelecations to Tasmonis:18300-1614

;

Hobabt, 1969, w35, %6.

216, Hopitor 2 June, 1864,
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of VOtiﬁg in Tasmanian elections.
‘*he Glinper fought hard against the adoption off this system
hﬁd, alter its adoption, worlred congistently for ite abolifion.
it ﬁvidontly folt that the stysten was unnccessarily
complicated, mbrenver, that it involved the poseibility
¢l olving the bad ance of nower into the hands ol 2 minority
throuch the workings of 1ts confusing vreference

o)
redistributions.” 29

The crux of the opposition, however, seencd to be that,by
party candidates compcte against esch other as well
i the candidates of the opposition, the systen

aliberotely, the labor men IMLWLGQ) to prevent
g

DFB

I a unificd. pledoe-hound variy

paleehly, on the other rand, wos o vociferous champion

o the Hare system and remoined unconvinced of its
o R e i e 20
dravbeecks. ke suoke Lrecuently in its favor.
Fig continued support of the gystem desplte Tabolls violent

’_.

sprosition contributed to the growing feeling of diglilke

Loz Fuleahy erongst sections of the labor movenent in Tesmenle

(SN ]

Yhids Leeling of dislike and d jatrust was to Decowe wueh wore
prried after Fulceahy accesved office in the Lewls Goverpment

following the rather complicabed wavoevyves which

heralded the downfall of “raddon,

The crocwtv with which Mulcashy was later atbacked by

B
nis erotubile political susrorters in the lebor camp woy
tieve lergely beoen due to the special circumsbances in |
which redieal, or secemingly radical Liberals were placed by
e lebor wovenent in the absence of independent labhor
representation, Ly Navie Im‘iﬁs it

"Before the establishuent of an efrective Iabor Tarty,
Hope vas sometbime expressed fhat cortain Tesmanisn Tiberal
Jolidticiang would cmulate dohn Ballance, the New Zealend
Liberal Premicr who woas coming to be Teﬁﬁrded 0o B
nrthological redical hero. w31

- TS . I ] o ) .
e Dlivper 1 August, ond 15 fusust, 1896,
Ou Cupge Clipoer, 14 August, 1897.

» Dovis, New Zealend libiralism and Tasmenian Dabor ibid,

oy




ileshy's mombecshipy of a cabinet headed by the

T

congorvative but nonovrable N.%. Tewis, finally cnded
cuycbopes the Tageanian Labor ien may have entertained
along khcse’lines, and hig increasing conservatbism, 28 the
voors went Ly, 2lso contributed to the 111 will they

dinplayed towerds hina




1n'1899, the Hraddon goverment fell on @ motion of no-
sontidence tabled by gtafford Bird. ‘he backoround issue,
Lewaver, concerned the work of a Select Committee laoking
tuto the conduct of the Strahan Liarine Board. The Select
faenittee discovered that a very senior member of Braddon's
favinet, Captain Bdwerd kiles, Minister for Tands and works
“2tpr ¥4llingor, had misused the frust conferred upon him |
cnd nad apperently offered a bribe to one of the members
of the Toard, The motivator of the investigation, originally,
g 11y Normoan Cameron, the member for Deloraine, who, with
connhdorable pefsonal courage, congistently pushed for the
Cennation of a Select Committee. Braddon, vhom nobody
vicined wag implicated in the actual bribery, was eriticized
“or bringing pressure to bear oun members of the Strehan
Corire Poard to vove for Captain Hiles as Master Warden.
e Ir
;an&tﬁon,-amd was‘tregted'by theASélect Committee with

omier, it was maintained, had abused his official

, g 2 cn g ; , . P :
Motreony disapproval”.” Slignificantly, in the light of later
m.entg, the Committee had been chaired by Neill Illiott

Lewin tnd had included Mulcahy.

The_Jagnanien News and the (lipver, who had become highly

critical of the Braddon regime by this stage, came down
zierely on the side of Cammeron, "the man who stood slone®
ty dhe Clipper repeatedly reminded its readers,

Mo Tommanian News, argued that the Braddon government was,

5.

cven bedore the Miles effnir, politically bankrupt.

It had brought Tasmanian politics into more contemn»nt than

cver before.  liot only had the Braddon regime fulfilled none

0L its major promises, but it had hopelessly failed to curd

P Clinper, 7 October, %899,
‘pnonien News, 9 October, 1899.
qienion ews, 6 Uctober, 1899,
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the power of the Legislative Council, "the irpesponsible-
house of the legislature®, which consistently mutilated
any legis ylation savouring of democracy. Ln fact Lulmlnatlons

againat the Leglelative Council take up manv columns of
the Tammunlan fows and the _Clipper Ln these yea.u.

Idles had resipned immediately the verdict of the
Select Commitlee becmme known. Braddon, however, took
lonzer to come to his resignation and it wes eventually
forced from him by the vote of no~-confidence.

Vig Fovernment was allowed to stay in office & short while
longer in order to allow time for the passing of 2 measure

4

o gend o Tasmanian military contznront to the Boer Var.,

it

Jiowever, on 11 October, 1899, the Braddon government recisned
and o new cabinet was formed consisiting ol N.lie LeWis L
as Premier and Attorney-Ceneral, Stafiord Bird as Preasurer,and
Rivwerd Fuleahy with the Ffour important portlolJo of Lands,
Yorks, fines and Railways. These were to be the three
gurong=men of the coming regime. The cabinet also included
Colling as Chief Secretary and 1MW, Plesse, as member of
Cobinet w;thout portfolio,

Comeron was, evidently, extremely angered‘by hig faillure
to be included and congidered that Ffor his efforts in A
the esxpogure of Miles, he ought to be given the pogition of

CYremier. He was algo infuriated by a statement of the new

Cinds %er of Lande, t0 the effect that Cameron's action was
like that of a private soldiler wno, after aésisting to change
the tide of battle to victory, demands for his rewsrd, the
comnand of the entire armny e |

winee all ministers were obliged to submit thenselves for
re-election, Cameron decided to challengce Lulcabhy in his
clectorate of West liobart and for this purpose, he gave up
nig Deloraine seed saying thet if he was defeated by Fulcahy,

woowould retire from Tagmanian politics for ever.

Uorteron claimed to he ch&llenging mleeny purely on the grounds

A Resmendian Neww 6 October 1899,
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thet Vest Hobart was the largest electorate in Tasmania
ond that his %igtory here would reveal +that the majority
of olectore in the 3State agreed with his nmotost that

, r :

hio "claim had been jumped".

.

5 reason for not challenging Lewis directly, was, conversely,
that Richimend was the smallest electorate in Taimenia.. |
lowever, it seems reasonable to assume,( end a study of the
alectoral dialogue confiyms this) that Cameron had nore personal
reagons for a vendetta against Mulcahy. .

Perhaps thewcommenJ mentioned above had been partwcui vrly
ralling o Cameron, or verhaps there were more subtle private
reasons, however, whatever the reasons, the resultant
mleehy=Cameron political battle for Wes Hobart:is intrinsically

very interesting since it egaw the various ctrends of supporit
effoctively polarized, “ o
The_Clivper end the Tar swonion News were unas;amndly

nupporters of Ceameron, eVLdently nore because of thelr
adndratvion for his independence of Splrlu and for his b@ing’
"$he mon who sbood aloney then for his oolltlc’l idgos
since Cameron owned & h”~e ﬂTOueruy in the Deloraine area
and wWes no democram. ' , .
The ngggzi, on the other hand, ardently backed rulcaby, .
even going to the extent, it was ﬂl,bgedf of twis quw w
’ﬁﬂhlt“ of Cemeron's clectorsl montinnwaj
The basis of Comeron's attuck on iulcahy was his
sertion that he had mode 2 compact before the no-confidence
votg, in which he wag agsured by Fulcahy that he, Julcohy,
would not seck office in the new regime, A "Uromise" which,

gy

cecording o C@HGTOH, Yulcahy immediately rovoked.

Iulebhy, however,

el

firmly denied ever having made such a compact

.

wnd ladid mo ut of the emphesis in his election cempaign on how

s

v Tasmendan Iets 21 October, 1899,

%

xc‘p(

fi

» Yusponion News 20 Getober, 1899,
T g;EM“hiﬁn Wews 24 October, 1889,




ne plesned to cduinister the uopurtnont allotted to him
med dn w&rticular slirecesed h*S &e sire to gpee the Mining
icwn updated. , ‘

“ua contost was watched with great public interest and the

v L)

Toeannian News considered thig to be a healthy giegn that

seople of Tacmania were at lasv prepared to gtend up

srd sooert their demand for “honest and open goverament”

. R 3
soprecentod, so it claimed, by Worman Cameron.,'

-

The pupporters of both sides were highly organized, Caneron
hoving the allegience of such groups ag the Protestunt Allionce,

D

+uo Orange and Caledonian Jociety, the opponentis of the Har
yotine system, and, in general, those admirers of his nluck

tn gtanding alone to peess for the Miles JHVQSbluabTOnng
Ynleshy, the Tasmenilan Jlews stressed, had the support of

moat of the Muisinese dnterest, sand & s0lid block of Moman
t least 400,
rrilysis of the election TQOUWtS show bhow gignificant

Oatholic voﬁer“, estimated to be al

'm,

Lhdn W‘thullc sunvort wes on this pA5t¢cu1cf occasion,

olection, lheld on October 25, resulted in Mulcahy
ehbuining 1,464 votes, Cemeron 1,221, end 12 informal,
aa dle writer to the Tosmsnian News hastily pointed out,

v

Swmnron would bhave wivn-if it had not been for this block

“ntholic vote. Such o handicap, the writer conbtinued, was
froosly uniair to Cam@ron.10
It siould be emphesiged, however, that these figures ol the
Vot breskdown  are not official, they merely snresr to be

the egdbimates of the nolitical correspondent for the
Crmmondan News, end althouglll Gatholic support mey have been

e

vitel for Tuleahy in this instence, it is not possible to

that it was the decipive fnctor dn the election.

The @opmenion ilows desceribed the contest as Yene of the

wont severely fougsht nolitieval contests the Colony had
vithessed for wmany years;"11

L

ce Dipmanden Feus 25 Getober, 1059,

. ) » e
Y, Hew:s I BAc,

asmendion Mews 26 ﬂonob@r; 1099,

Tie ibid.
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vut txo clogeness of ‘the battle proved, it was claimed, "that

& vevy lorge proportion of the electors of Tiobart were

\ srepered: to endorse the sterling oud11u1 of lir. Cameron

v Lo show the whole. colony that they were desirous of ﬂeturnlng
<o farlioment men who heve: the coursge of their opinions,

cad whio are Urepared to fight to the last ditch for what they
‘é;s““,l‘fi%\/(ﬁ to be right, , ‘

[SA 1

e lercury, wa%, of course, eTaied at the success of
rwlenity.  The jownitor, however, wather unexpectedly considering
e amount of Gatholic support for Imulcahy, was notvicably

< . 12
Jenn overjoyed.

in editoriol expressed regret that Lewis and Fulcahy hed
seepted office in the firgt place, saying that:

4., ..it woulkd bave been in better taste For both of them
not to huve accepted @ffice in & Cabinet which hes .. come

ioto exdistence owing bto the erushing renort of the commission

o which they sat ag judges, 1In say1ng this," the editorizlis
continned, "I must at the same time &d: that I fimily believe
thet neiivher of those gentlemen wag in the least influenced

i hio judgement by the thousht of :3my"it;}.1 in.g that might or

‘bt not heppen in counsequence of the exposure snd
TA*quunwu¢on of Captain Miles.. But I Supﬁose," he concluded
avmrly,"\no~one nowadays looks for good taste in politics.,”
Cne interesting Sidelight of the electoral sirueple for
dent Hobart in retrosbéct,‘is the way in which the North~

o oregionalibm, the bane of Pasmanian politics then and now,

dragged into electoral debate, and by no less a nerson
than the auguet Medl Blliott Iewis,
Lo wvas reported saving thet the defeat of Fulcehy would mean

oo driumph of 2 "northern minister™ with 2ll the imnlied

D

recercugeions this would have on the south. Lewis was severely

| viticized for the grossly opportunistic way in which he
1

LI

fonirodueed this matter to confuse the election iasnes.

tey Donitor, 1 October, 189¢
4 v s - . . -
[ manion Mews, 26 October, 1899,
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the defeat of Cameron was, however, an expression
“of approval for the lewis regime, and all other wministers
wore returned without eny difficulties. The new
govermment wags then granted‘sbme Tew months vo come
w with a policy and the Taswanian lews agreed to-

o ; : . e - 1
withold fror attacks until a policy nad been formed. 4

There were initially, great hopes that the new govermnent
would institute a new era of political hvgiene in Tasmania.
The Braddon Eovernment wis said to have brought this to

a very low ebb. A Tosmanian News editorialist commented

on the way in whioh, under Braddon, the House of Assembly
had resolved‘itscjf virtually dinto a sdanding commitiee,
overshadowed by fear of the Legiglative Pouncil.15
The duty of theVOppooltlon had degenerated into thet of
merely piecing ftogether,ss well as nossible,the shreds
end tatters of Minis tcran measures.,
Klection programs of rlulStery the editorial continned,
vere kept for electionuse only, and the naijvral ontcame
of this deplorable state of affairs was an uthter abserce
of anything lile windsterial responsibility. |
The npw ministry wes, therefore, Llooked o with great
hopes.

Even the CllQLer whilst decrying most asbects
of the new government was prepared to 2 fair o
'dnd even had aufeﬂiwords of grudging soproval for
»chahy who, by thig time had completely alienated
the journal.

C"As clever an opuortnnist as any of them.
(ongistently poodled to Bradion for years cud was ohiefl,
and ablest, avologlst for the mindeeds of the Broddon-

Fysh=Clark coterie. When Miles was taken shoard and the
)

11p begon te Qink, Teddy owary out. Shrvewd enoug “h Lo

throw no chances avay, and by the sime token will probably

e e . . 16
prove a conscientions administrator.”

14 Tasmanian Hews 4hid.

15, Teemanicn Nows 16 October, 189Y
16. Cliporer 14 October, 1899.

sive them a “fair ~of
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e new ministry wss,however, a long fime in Tormula ”ﬁn@
& policy and it was bitterly criticized for this deluy.
men Lewis eventually got around fo announcing 1%, in
cebpuary 1900, it was obviousely in santicipation of the
ceneral election fixed Tor March 9th.
Mhere was c;rtminly nothing stoartling about the nolicy
unnnnhced by Liewis at Riclhmond and the disappointed

Seomonnian Hews degeribed it as a Yregt and be thankful®
17

aver for a new oro

policy. The earlier hopes of thig »

of concern for prineiﬁles in politics seemed to have faled

ot
HRY:

wy to nothing.

lalcahy bhased his electoral zﬂrreswos, ags usuel, on the

¥ > . LA SIS SN £ - 2 T, b . $ N OO ,!
panding potential of the Wes 0 Coast and the necd bo dewvelop thig,
Fe onnomnced hip desire to see the end of abuzes in the

Pindng Daws and to reclaspify mineral lands. The neoed o

P ’

construct o rallwey to connect the Dervent Velley with the
Yiest Coast (Vnown 25 the Great Western roillwsy) was mentioned

3 v

end Lalesahy gave his support for the construction of af line
botween the North-west and the West Coast.

Zyidently during the camp&igh he had been scoused of
iiarbouring pro-Boer sym?athieﬁ, for he #ound it necessary

to plate in an eie¢dralyspeech, that, as & citizen of Fobart

for the past forty years, he had taken o fedir shore and

i

prominent part in all loyal demonstrations. He seld that
although he held his own dﬁinions on Irish questions end
Irish politics; he had never unged an exvyression eny Britisher
need be aghamed of, nor had he ever entertained one disloyel
senviment, ® .
Fuleshy ran 1nbo & pood deal of cdverse coriticism with his
3t&vem@nt»that at this late stage before Vederation he did
ot think custonsg duties ouvght to be interferved with. This

vl open to ‘his enenies allegotions that commerce was fou
G n ] L : . 2\
ruleahy the first consideration, lunonity the Second.2b

7. Teosmenian NWews

5, 6 Pebruary, 1900,
S fagmonian Fews, 24 Februory, 1900,
19, ibid.

20, Dasmanisn Wews, 26 February, 1900,
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Vowover he won cong 1drrab1e sucport for his expressed
Q%ermination to crack down with a heavy had on the mining
shieyes ond speculetors of Masmania, and for hig desire to
anioree the labor covenants of the Mining Act which related
p area,ablé o bhe gtaled for mining with the nuwber or
cen o winer eniplored. One of the greatest wesknesses of
e Sacmanien Mining Act was that these claus had not

beon wdninistratively enforced and as a rosult, large areag

¢y lend were ledld aside zud bottled up for mining in districts

wiiere such lond could much more profitably be devoted to
aoicnliure. ‘
ilthough it is doubtless zomewhat unfoir to take ¢

d

pre-clection staterent of 2 Minister and see bow much of it

wins leglslatively achieved, it ig at leapt a guide to the

fnmessment of & ministerial career. A8 will be shovm bclow

FPaleshy made a very genuine efiort to put throush most of
his proposals into practice and, in the sphere of
cddinistrotion ot leas L, Iulcahy's career was di tlngLﬂshed
and highly praiéed. '

In the electoral sirugele of 1900 ‘the Tosmanien Iews

pnd the Clipner f“VOUTGd»%ll@o, the disgraced ex-finister of
Towds as e candidaote for West Hobart in opposition to
Euleshy. Wiles had evidently been an eiiective admini 5+ra
end o staunch sromoter of the Great Western Railway.

Mateahy, on the other hanq, had had no adninistrative oxperje

whatwoever. In fact, this wag the case with most of the

ney in lewis' minis Ly, and was one of the major difficuliies

\ S L . . : 2
winich Lewis had to face in taking over the Premiership. 1

Y

The Taguanian Hews and the Clivuer had been bitterly

diceppointed in the lack of & vigomous policy For the Lewig

goverment, and were highly critical of what they stipmotized

5

o5 sectarian support piven fwmlcahy by the Catliolices in his

v

clectorate. In fact, this is 2l) that the Pasianian News

could bring iteelf 4o say upon hearing of Muleshy's victory

0 E»E“.I'Ch S}A

ety Grreen, F.C.(ed.), A Century of Respongible Yovermmeni
1856 ~ 956, Tobard, 1956. p. 200
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"Jagliced up by the influence of & popular premier,
sopsessing the prestige of Ministerial ronk, commnending
ihe racial support of those who love Tapmania because

m

{{'s soil is hallowed by the footsteps of the exiles of
'43, and currounded by the all-powerful influenrce of th

@

-

Morch, Fr lalcany just lended midway between defent and
vicotory and hig position will be o werning, we hope,

(R}
to otlhers not 1o descend to the contemptible means lie
rogurted %0."2a~ |
lence it seems that even before Fulcahy could begin his
sanioteriel work proper, he had incurred the antagonism
of these two widely civeulated newspaners., The position
a¢f Linlgter for Pﬁblic'ﬁorképis weually one of the most:

thankless portfolios in any regime, but Muleahy's

ditficulties were compounded by this strongly based

opcosition and by the onerous work load of his Tour.

?artfolios,

P}

22s Tumpanian Fewg, 10 Farceh, 1900,



CIAPTER 3

IpE e

Yarly in bis minigterial career, lmlcaly expressed
o detersination to give much emphagis to mining on the

West and MHorth-east coasts of Tasmania.1 He stated a
degire to reclassify mineral lands, 1to vublicize mining
rosorts for the benefit of investors and the interested
senernl public, and to end abuses of the labor clauses of
the Dining act. Other matters to come under congiderstion
were the propossls to oxtend the railway line from

Gleouora in the DerWent“Valleyfto‘the HWest Coast, and to
p1ild a line between Reilton arnd Wilmot. AlL these issues -

wore to couse o great desl of controversy during this

1.

Cirsd reriod when luleshy was a ministers

ihe problem of "closer sebbtlement" on the lamdkwas;
co has elreoady.been indicated, one of the major'cdncerna
of reform=ninded legislators of late ninebeenth and early
twentioth century Australia, ond was o favourite topic A
¢f discussion in democratic circles. The New Zealand
motel, especially the estate-busgting and resettlement
pehenes of Seddont's adninistration were Ffrequently reierved

5

<

to with adwiration by the laboxr prese. However Lith
v corried into lesigletive effdct in regard to actuzl
Tapd redigtribution and closer geitlement. Undoubtedly
3

council wag o factor here, as was the cowmplete lari

the wntrenched conseyvation and power of the Lesisloative

of -

cendne labor men in Farliement., The Lewils resime
cerbainly did nothing redical on the lend guestion but

some of Tulcehy's efforts were worthwhile steps, from

if not the labor standpoint, to improve

-
.

itor was o consistent advecate of tie viriues

the wige

ot clowser scettlement legisletion, aprliandi

o

volicy dnitiated by the Pallznce/Seddon _overnnent in

e eotates for cleoser sebtlement, It

N a |

pditoriclined on the beneficinl effedts the governaert

Te Dasmonisn tewg, 24 Jdebruary, 1900,

i
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;mrcﬁase of the Cheviot gstﬁte had had ﬁpon‘soéial‘heg;th gw
nril oconomic progperity.© Ing tead of supporting wut one-
*“mily, the subdivided estate now supported a community
¢f 1,000 and its productiveness had increased by fourteen
timﬁ3.~ 7t reminded Tasmanians of the large amount of
Yond loeked wp by the Van Diemen's Tand Company.

Although the dmpoegition of 2 land tax had been

itor policy since its first iscue, in Angust 1901 the
3

denand wes pressed with renewed vigor,
A gtide lend tex was seen to have 2o d0ublo benefit, as a
finoneial expedient in view -of Tasmania's uncertain

ioneial position, end as a genuine democratic policy.

i
in supust 1901, the Lewis government end, of course ,
twlealy in particular gince he headed the Lends Departinent,
aroposed wnat seemed to be the first measure along fhe

Uew Zesland Tine. It was a bill "to provide for the |
soquisition rand purchase of private lands for the purnose
o zettlement.”  The bill provid@d for the egtablishment

ol a Board of Tand Gommmstoners, to consist of the
Cdnister of Londw, the ﬁﬂTVO?OTw&enﬁr°1 the Commigwioner

of Taxes, the Seeretory for Agsriculture, ond ome other
pexrson to be appointed by the Governor-in-Council,

The IMinister might, under the provisions of +the bill,
virchage by'égrecment and acguire for the Crown, any orivate
lend not being wihhmn the bouniaries of any town; The duty

of the bhoard was to velue nrivate land and furnish ite

report to the Minister. The Minister could then, 1if the
revort seemed satisfuctory, enter into o vrovisional contract
Or agreement with the owner for the purchose ol the land,
Novever it was up to Perxlisment, by o resolubion of hoth

"cu;@ 3, to mathorize the mrehuage

E.MEMni@gﬁgw‘July 12, 1901,
; "U 3t 9, ’801(;

1 "iuor August 2%, 1901,

e
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mhe Jonitor welcomed the bill, TIn an editorwal, it

o

cointed oub, however, that the bill did not provide Jor the

reentiranent of any lend except that offered for swole;

whorens the New Zealand systen, which was a more desirable

pedel, orovided, by the dmposition of = gtifl land tax,

the bip estates would of necescity have to be hroken

up, thus leaving the way open for government reourchose

ﬁnd closer settlement. Wolwiths tund1ﬂv these duperfections,
Uwvor the ﬁonitor velcomed the proposels, feeling that

)

they yere the Tirst s cep toward more far~rgach1nf reforms

"It is known that the ﬂLnlwtél'OL Lends hes always

fovenred a system af baxeti ilon which would have the efiect

ol oreventing ... monopo 1y and a brief experience of
4he policy of inducing holders fo sell wilkl be sufficient

to convince his colleagues that more drastic legislation
imk?cquired. Meanwhile the Bill before Parlimucent is one
$hed must have good, though Limited results, end_will
inevitably lead to more democratic legisla‘tion.."b ‘

The Clipper, however, had nothing good to say of the
pill whotsoever, desceribing it, in typical colourinl
Lenpuagse ag " & minelloone Tory Willisam Goot, aelihmfmteiy
intended to discredit democratic l@w dlation, ap was

SYPVE TN

previousely done under the guise of vellage sebtlenmnts.
It claimed that even if the bill got through the Tegislative
Council, it had no teeth, and suggested that the bill be
renmmed "Bill for the More Hifective Boodling of the State
Treaaury by Lend Jobbers, DanBers snd Lawyers.”
It is easy to sec here, how the (lipver was comiug more »nd
more close to the borderiline of libel in its denunciations
of lulecehy end his activities. ;

.Particuiarly objectidnabl@ o the Clivoer, wag the fact

2. Fonitor, 30 August,’1901.
Clinper, -~ 7 Sepbenmber, 1901,

=N
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2at the bill pave power to the goverrment to acquire land
olvered for purchase only. There was no provision in the
1Y for compulsory purchase which was felt necessary to
oire the measure genuinely democratic and effective. |
cyendon wanted an emendment o insert o clause providing

for compuldory purchase but the government ardently

cvoosed this, snd the emendment was defeated 19 votes to 137,
fha 0lipver analyzed the division snd clessified thone

o had voted For the amendment as the "nrogressive" 13.
“hese men vere Guesdon, Nicholls, Urcuhart, Haddler, Propstir
Twne, licCall, McCrao\un, Hodgmen, Hall, Hrovm, Best and

e

Leooinz.  Since Molceahy opposed the smendument he wes

ierounced by the Clipver which claimed that he was at

Y

1ot epserting his true colours aund Shedding his lest
pitiful, flimsy pretense ol denocratic py 1n0'17e.]‘
e lack of provision for compulsory purchase was.
vrdoubtedly & very serious weslmess of the bill and 1%

van ot rectified wutil 1911 with the passing of the

Closer Settlement Amendment Bill which gave the governmenty
e nescssary power over private lendholders.

IV does appear that if tulcaby had been totally consgisten

D

Yo his land reform idezg he would not have oyposed
Cihe Guesdon Qméndmentoﬁ,

The second major change instituted by Iuleohy as
Sinister Tox Lands was a plan to evitend the svesten of
“lassifying Crown Lends wiich hed been introdnced by
2rtnoll in the Dobgon ministry. ifartnoll had divided
lod into first and second closs areas, Lixing the price
Cor the former at one pound an acre, wnd for the lotter,
ton shillingso Previous 4o this, all lend vegardlese of the
quality was gold at one pound an gcre. Huléahy desired to
Sorther sub-division and to treat inferior lond as

»

coitstituting a 9 ird cless, the orice of thig beins fixed

ES

e five shillings on acre.

vy -~ - - N
f« Clipper, 21 Sepbewnber, 1501
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heg Goecmanien ews in en editorial considered this to be
, o 8 :
« wine devnsriure firom the existing system.

“ye main object of the endeavour was, o0r course, TO ged

(T

gsaople to settle on the land yader such favourable
corditions as would facilitate tillage and increase
groduction.,  The systen ensured that the third clags land
L acquiréd would be wbtilized by providing that the
3wu@haser,'within twelve months of acquiring his rights,
st make improvements to the value of ome shilling an
nere and continue to so this for the first
his tenure. Tailure in this respect wasg to mean
fovieiture. The settler was to be helped, however,

on wos the purchascer of second class land, -by the setting
neide of half thé«purcha&e money for the purpose of woad
noling and other public works for the benefit of the
formers. , '

) fulcahy also desired to alter the nosition in regard
to land suitabfe forlagricultural'development which were
Leing held for mining purposes, Lerge hloes of land had
Leen set ogide Torp nyhning:lmvt had never been proved o
conbain payable deposits. It was desivable theat lends dn
poszible mining areas be sold for agriculture under the

nroviso that a right to meorch for minerals was resorved,

T
experience evidently having pﬁoved that mining operations
do not involve dny considerable land demage. |

The ains of Julcohy's proposals were multiple: closer
settlenent in mining areaos wouldd result, and the settler
would be able to provide the nearhy miminﬂ tovms with

staple provisions.

b

Yo Tiepmanian News 18 Sepbenbexr, 1900




-3 Q*.

¢ As WMinister for Fines, lulcahy was resgponsible ,
for 1ntroduo¢nn a comprehensive Minipmg Bill de51gnod to
stralghuen up Tagmanisn mining legiplation. As
alre%dy'been indicated, the aninw Act of Tasmania had
been d@nouncod for years as sadly in need of an ovozbuuT
Pl@grﬂnt abuses in regard to the labor codes were
condoned by the Department. Mulcahy set himself, with
., great energy, to reorganize the sysbem.

The major proposals of the bill were as follows:
Cthe right of final decision in forfeiture cases was taken
 from the Finister and invested in a Board, thle time-
honoured 'miner's right! wos abolished end replmced by &
system whereby anyoné could take up an area, of Crown Tond
fo mjnlng purposes and occupy it so long as work was
carvied on continuously,. fines were levied for the non-
observance of the labor covenants regulating the mueber,
of aggistants @ miner must employ to every acre of land
ﬂnd lessees were obliged to ﬁurnish,'unﬂer a statutory |
declearation, annual‘particulars‘of the number of men
enployved and the sinount of money spente

Mhe Pasmenion News considered that the Bill was

an indication of sn honest desire to strike o denth blow
at duwmnmying and therefore should be welcone to every ‘
bona fide miner. It represented a "sengible effort to
redress ﬂrievemcés and remove evils which exist under the
system now in operation. n9

However, the paper continued, it would have been viger if

-

the ministers concerned nad accepted the suggpestion that
a Royal Commission be set vp to inguire into the mining
industry Hefore the amending Hill had heen dralted.

The Bill, evidéntly, - although generally conceded to bhe
a worthy measure long overdue, cane in for quite a lob
of criticism, |

The Tagmanien Vewg which gseems to have dealt with the metter

most gystenatically, came to the conclugion thaot too mach

power wes invested in the hands of the minig and went

9 Pasmanian liews, 28 September, 1900,
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so Ter s to state that it exhibited a desire for

\ 10 . . S
ﬁaﬁﬁuratjc control by Malcahy. The decigion~-muliing

roweyr of the lining Board was denounced as a farce since

was o consiot of ten members, of whom five were to

pe nnpointed by the |l iinister, end, since he wi2s

o he on

peoofficio member himself, the ¥inister 2t once nhad lhe

‘urjta. “he labor covenant requirsments wers
\\\\\ Adeved to be a Little too sgtringent since it

ghovasthet bone fide miningfoperations could be

elso
hed hee

conducte

vithont complying with the stipulation that one men be

s loyed for each scré leased,

interest in the prob]om, of the induste

Vou Bnmpmendion Tews, 11 Ootober, 1900

from sueh technicpl eriticisms, Fulecaly wa

it responsibilities serious ely and dis nlayed e

5

eredit for being virtually the only MMinister of
in the history of the State who had really takeni

consbant

T

=
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it‘saems to be fHenerally agreéd that Mulcahy was
artrenely efficient in the running of the wverioud
deverinents under his control. Indeed, he often

‘g certoinky the strain, at times, must have been
<inest unhearable,  So much power vested in the hand of
e nun was the source of amugement for the {lipvner at o
Catage: A
Wihen "Teddy' bulcahy ran the whole government
wecenbly, # Helbourne visitor, gathering information,
wiw knoviing nothing of local politics,‘called at the

srver Strect budldings. Hnister for Lands in?' he

ploined of the burden of running four major depariments

ne

spmudred, 'No, sir, ' replied the mes ssenger. 'Bhacl soon?!

"G, in wbout half an hour, Y was the response,
i

Uinigtor for Fines in¥t. then asked the visitor.

Vi, pivr, he'll be back in hglf an hour,® replied the

rerpenger wilth emphagis,

csonne, £o he replied angrily 'I tdd you before he'd be
beek in holf sn hour or sof L

"ew told me nothiag of the lkdnd', %aid the vigitor
indignantly, "that wagwin connection HLth an entirely

aifforent ma ”vpr'

Slter o briej nvu e the visitor atiacked the man in
vid o '

Wi le 1 m waiting for these threc gentlemen you might

Cve thie kindress to direct me to the office of the Minig

Yoy Aoriculturet, Bnt‘%he messengser had fled. nll
Despite the intensity of his work load, hovever,

‘ulechy wes o firn upholder of the Jetbter of the low in

tepartnental matters as the Zelly Bagin incident indicate

elly Boesin wag the neme ziven to the once busy and

S St smmamris.

tndoter for Rallweys in, then?' wos the next cues 5301,
" o 7 4 . )

i messenger thought that the man was having a joke &l his

ter

14
i

te Glipper, 1% larch, 1902
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thriving Llitile port far up the ?acquérie Haxrbour.
14 was named after Jemes i7elly, the weriner who
discovered Macquarie hwrbouv,12and was based on the- hoom
conditions in the hey-day of the North lyell company.
Consequently, when the hopes invested in thot nine
proved to bhe illwfouhded, the little city collapsed
“and never recovered., This was, or course, after the
events of this period, ;
Mulcehy was evidently responsible for giving the

order to evict certein peonle who had been ocoupying

Land illevally at Welly Basin., None of +these veople hod -
“built substential dwelidngs, but they were turned oway |
Trom ‘such homes they had, into the cold West GOﬁst rEine
Fulezhy's critics,zin particular the Clipper, insisted that
wolnen and children had been 0”1L0usely turned out to

viend for themselves., | 7
Mplcahy,st&ﬁed, in def@nc@ of hig ccobion, that thece people
Lhad been repgatedly verned of the threatened eviction but
they had teken no notice. Ividently ihey had been under

- the delusion thet the lenience shovm them in the past by
“»the Lends Depvartment under Fillingey, would also be
 extbndéd to them under Mulcahyn ¥uleahy at-acked
QPlllln”GT for histweakness in lebting thiﬁ stote of
Caffairs continue snd was determined to invoke the la

.
L

The Clip.er, of course, snrerented Milcahy in the bleckest
poszible lisht for bhis activities at Felly Basin: ;
Muleahy, an Irish Home Ruler snd friend of ILiichoel
Davi as Ji v of Trnds, introduced the eviction process
D v1tt, 3 nister of Linds, inftroduced the eviction pirocec
into the machinery of hig department, at the instance of

the big coprer oommaniose As &n evictionist bie tore dowm

homes at Kelly Basin, fturned women ond children outb

SAnto

the rain and drove’xnmvs;rious vorkers out of the Sta

12, Blainey, G., The Peuks of Iyell, kelbournc, 1967, »
13, Clipper 21 June, 1902, '
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iv Krgneﬁ that mndng $he evicted were some of the pioneers

o ihe pres and some of ites most respected citizens.

“ie Clinver claimed that all of them were engeged in an
honourable line of business, and vere not the agente of big
s zad xhirit merchants as Mulcehy was alleging in defence
of nio sction, / A

Y Clipner thought it well undergtood the basis of fwulce Vg
siectornl otrength in West Tobart, and atten ted to undermine
hio atatus on bis own home ground. '

Rt g Nuloahy depends upon the Democretic Irish vote

Sty oretura bim to Parlianent, wnd loves Lo pose aslia patriot

wnd Heme Ruler. the (lipper thinks the Irighmen of Hobard

w111 let Imlcehy Imow at the earliest opportunity what

they dhink about an Irishman who introduces the eviction

crocess into Tosmenis.... Yo Irishnan cen arfford to endorse

ﬁyic%ion.”14 | “
) Thezggxmgx, on the other hand, wos cléarly on the side

oy the Sindster, orguing with him thet those who had

eved hardship hdd brouvght it upon themgelves snd that
ihovan high time that Parlisment put 1to faot down in the
- . ' . 15

nherests of oxder ond good govermmend. ,

ﬂlcahy‘haﬂ done no more than his UUtJ in giving people

e LA L

vwnn veverved for o station of the Mt. Lyell Railwoy.

notice that they were in illegal residence on lend which

5 . ¥ PR . . N . .
Levan supported the action of hils ninister, sav1n~ thot it
vesoa lindster's dvty to enforce the law with Fivmness and

and that 1f the ministry had Srown

33

erience, it would be b solutely impossible to enforce the’
Loy conin,

AlL told hovever, the Kelly waS¢1 GVLCL ONG Vere perhans
whe leapt creditoble of =11 ul ahv'ﬂ 10u1V11‘ s while in
“llice 1899-1907 and, nf'cowrse ,provmd@u oxcellent

?uqi»fqr the clin@@q's,utiﬁuily mounting camnaism

agninst
T pad e N T " . .
mv1deatly, luleahy undertook +the evictions not in

Y oyl . : . . } —
e Ty tucresic, enti~humenitarian Spirit the Clivoer

Desacncanatr s Rt i

)it’»&:* hied to d@i,‘lCL, hut From

& renuine desire. to sirvengilen
Lipper, 11 Augsust 00 ! ‘
2;/) Jl\‘w , ¢ ']EWOOQ




the administration of the Lands Department aud aacort 1hrﬁ
a law, once made, must,not be flouteds Moreover, he;j
wes quite prepared to defénd his actions in the election
campaisn of 1903 as will be s=een below,
1Hetban be q;iticized,*however, for the way in which he
‘handled the evictiohs. New, temporary homes could have
been found for the people before they were turned out
and Nulcahy could thus heve saved himself some of tThe
;provocatlve Clipper denunczwt ionse. He handled the affair
tw1tn 11ttle imagination 2s the the way in which it could
. Pe miscons trued ag evicltion of the much~ publicized Trish
,var¢eb - Lack of 1manwn vbion more than buresucratic ‘
~jh10 —h\ndedne 58 Wa wulcaHW'* erroxr here.
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Tmring the latter half

Lo O
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ine Tromanisn people in the event of the

ke of Cornwall and York, and his wi

%%
B L

Y. ﬁs this was the Tirst time that an
e L)vﬂno lied ever visited ﬁﬂbmania, the
conge on o great deal of excitementy nd
WY for tlhe organizers, aleahy, in hi

intgter of Works, naturally played a
dipcusnion nince he wonld De responsible

deelgions concerning the decoration of
sepeciated netivities. This role
a0 e Cliprer, which, by this staze was

pocortunity to atvack him. By 1901,

the

vas considered by

16

menrbad wnot

3

Con enti-luleahy vendetta

fuleslhy had entagonized the_Cliprexr

by Iis his activities at
“the full’

0P,

h-—mmcl e

~2lso incurred force

gition to
1900
atiz

and the Chureh

o hie determined

rezolution of Auvgust 24, to

2 . -
el 3

been stign

)

Hods he had

politics,

b

©

et of_Clipper atback
Sanve 21l

wmeorsbic

he vas viewed oy & traitor

leand in that he alles

1(} g

VG
Yo tho vested interests of the
the fact thal
nplement
sbitution of a

of abtaunch

.
lew

attacked him for his faillure

messure,

corcerning the receptlonkto be

mnoie

nrominent

Dupieme

Kelly

describodl

o

L mele

in politics

13 have

of, 1900, dLucu®s¢onw begon

given by

.

coming vigit of

Te, the "achess
Heir—-ancarent to
vigit was the

Littble

than a
5 position
cort in

For dmplementing

the city znd

drew upon hiim the Tire

nreparved Lo sieze

it hed virtvelly

), “

Zourt to be

and many other
Rasin e

hostili

bel.ow.

agent of the

slaways
i
nravious

edly truckliing

found it

demorratic

unimprovoﬁ value of

Counecil ol>t0'“'Lij1,

Ho determinedly

15 Yovember, 1%02.

1801.

11 Fay,

Arirncinlc

-



wep ploo scengsed of humouring the big syndicates such

s Yo Diemen's Tend Company in the reilway Dum‘baso
ot rovarsies on the North-West Coust.. Ag Minister in

of roilweys he came in for o great deal of

for his support of such ventures as the

coned railwmy from Ruilton to Wilwmot, and fox the

i~tiong for purchase of the Ifit. Biscoll - Bou Hay

Poth these ventures were later revealed $o be

11 ondvised and, all in all, Pulcehy <id not receive much

Tor his handling of the raillways in Tognanl '

wag, by this time,no favourite of the {11 Loper

rny axense secmed gufficient o justify a vloleno
1 ablack, ,
The medin CllUHOI charge asaingt ulcahy's heandling of

che el celebrations, was , after a trin to INelbourne,
soocponshd hacl some Venetis an mests with which to decorate
tho streebs of Hobart and also some Melhourne artisang to

covad them. C The dmportation of interstate labour at = tine

shore wan cousiderable s

nioyment locally, infuriated

tler Dlipper, and Muloahy was accused of being dlﬁloy&m to

e 13
e

he onuslity of the decorstions he purenased wis aldo

oLy haileﬁ by the

CE)
O
:,

Loy at@acked and he was

as a 'Winister of Shoddy? ter his "harcaii-hunting'

\,J
ition to Melbourne, OFf course the old teunt Jout

mleahy's "Mwelve an' Bixpennies', the cheap jacl ap roach

Lo povernment affeirs wb;cn iulcnhy was accused of having
sdopted as o legacy of his years in the drapery business, .

vund ite way into the Clipuer attacks.

-

Tertainly, the Qi;gﬁgg“mlssed no opportunity for

comncelations and implications.,

The Clipper also critvicized him for his oro
chodrnem of the Childy rn’S Demonstration Commiltitee
“oobring chilren down from Tamncegton in the ice of mid

A )

for hiis cuvest for free overnicht acconwodation

8 June, 1901
24 Fay, 1901,
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Thin, of course, wai a glorious opportunity for the

insop to denounce liulcahy as a jumped~up bureaucrat,
s O A A N

41le concerned for the children's wellzre and
;vagafed Lo submit them o possible moral. depravities in
$he interest of saving money and glorifying his own
role 08 organizer of the demonstration.

“he Royal Visit was, however, a great success and
recoivaed tremendous sublicity in 210 the papers.
he Pevcory, as might have been expected, had nearly
Sull pase accounts of the preparations for months ahead,
went into detailed description of the Royal Tour in the
vant of Australia, and reached ecstatic heights as the
visitors approached the State: ‘ ‘
"Irom windy headland and sea~ward looking cliff,

Ty

3othe ship bthat bears the Duke draws near our shores,

e 1g to be heard the thunder of guns. The whole
cnd is to blossom into flagg when he lends. fhe air is tc

wre shoiien with mugic, the cities are to 'ITlash int

o

vivorg of firve® ond what will be the fGtwiualt of the

. - ; 20 -
chonting streets can hardly be imegined.”

The raception of the Royol wvisitors woo quite
tonngsive wndertaking for a state the size and vopulation

ila, The streets were gaily decoreted and the

¢
L

Lan masts erected. An exhibition of fiveworks was
held over LnoAUerwent a c‘»op‘L ing compebition was conducted
uping Tasmanion timbers, and the children sung songs in
vhe Domain,  These ectivities were imvlemented, of course,
with the usval levees and civie weceptions ol
Sovermeent ouse, all of which were reported with

crbrene thoroughness by the Hercury.
e Dlivver ves noticably legs enthusisstic about the

i
welcome and i1t

5 oslonific nt thet when tre

Tor the nevw Lobort Post OF

Lime

(}(‘s‘t“"i;‘“ O

nemers with the exception of the

“e lnreury, 2 jay, 1901,
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imleohy, it must be admitted, handled the air with

sonaidarable organlﬁablonal ability, and he seems to have

Ccome out of the business with his al?eacy notable

rerintion as en efficient adninistretor greatly enh:nced.
a was cerbainly pald every tribute by the 1orcqu.2

bt the othier papers as well were prepared to give credld

vhere it wes due. It is necessary to add, however,

Lhat the expenses of the. Royal Vieit eggravated the

alreedir shaky financial position of the Lewis govermient

and thus indirectly played e part in the downfall of that

sovermaent at the polls in 1903.

2% lercury, 10 Ausust, 1901,



-0~

On August 24, 1900, the House of Assembly passed a
mo%ion tabled by Mr. IDesgt,tle manber for Deloraine, in
Tavour of free and compulsory education. 'The absence of
~the word ‘seculor' was, of course, imsedistely challenged
by the Catholies in their organ the ponitor and throush
“thedir spokesman, Bishop Deiany, The very nezt issue of the

drew attention to the dangerous implications for

y@yitorz oe

L~Gatholio schools posed by the Assembly resolution,

‘The sbsence of the word ‘sccular' immediately implied to

the Catholiss that the state school SVStém was to be

“Protesﬂaht, and such arszste‘of affairs, with the Catholic

~schools being starved out of existence, wovld involwve

ca flat contradiction of the Catholic Civil Conshitut ion,

the Monitor warned. It would be a "grave assault on the

principle of religious equality end freedom of COHSCiCﬂC@”.gj
 The same edition of the Fonitor published a repoxrt of

ka‘speech‘by the Coadjutor Bishop, Delany, &t St. lary's

- Cathedral, T ob=rL in which e bitterly attacked the omizsion

~fdf the word 'secular' from the As sembly resolution.

"HOWCVET, Delany went on, all that was needed Ho convert

Catholics from being violent op onents to heing a ardent

‘suﬁportcrs of free eduvucation, wan-that they be give: Q

fmodérvte subsidy from the tdx collected fov teacher sa

k to pay for secular work done by Catholics in the scho

;Lhey established at LMCLT oOWnl cost.

f\ r-@

The Tagmanian I'ews, one of the most consistent suprori

I
of Tree education as a denocratic mczswr@, published a set
e

of covrosvondewﬁo between John Buntine, 2 somewhat bigotted
opoonent of Catholic cloims, =nd Podtrick Deleny, the

nogst forceful exponent. of the Catholic viewpoint.

The Assembly raised heated controversy in meny different

sectiong of Mo 'del““ ‘populece by its nassing ol the

resolublon,

22.onitor, 31 August, 1900,

B ibid,
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"he free education resolution had pasaed the House of
Assenbly despite the determined opposition of the wdnisters
of Tevwis' government, ond, of course,lulcihy had glrenvousely
Tought against 1te.  Hvidently Eewis, who wag congidered by
themgggiggg by this time to be high Tory in his political
sympathies, opposed the motion on the clasgical Tory grounds

implied but not stated, that a poor, ignorant veople is rore

6]

canily controlled than an educated, questioninw 0NEa,

Thig W°skthe Clivner's interpmetition of Tewis gtand, but

{58

it might ‘be suggested that sympathy for the Catholic viewpoirt

s

may have haa some bhearing upon his vote,
Bird, the Treasurer also oppoged fthe motion.

¥

Mulcahy, as was usual on eduCu*lon 1 gquestions, tool the loycl

Catholic line, despite OClinver disgusv with what it chlled
dragalng sectarianism into @olltles. fulcahy'se consistent
flowe ty to the Catholic view on educaetional matiters, proupted

the ,;E‘,Qllo\m_ngg comment Lrom the Clioper the following year:

"Phe Clinper has no single word to soy &

S-S S

goinst Cotholics,
in'fact it hes long held that F'ileahy's loyaliy to his

religion ig the most rono 1ahle end commendable thing
E N « 2(”
about him."<"

. . . , . . - e 25
RePe Davis, in State Ald and Tasmanian Politics™-

draws three major positions teken by the verious intercst
groups in Tasmania toward the question of free education,

These groups are 1d Jti al o those used, in this “iudv

ags illustrations oF the very flerent woys in which the
activities of Ifulcahy could be lnterpr@teda

o Toownlbu]ate briefly, there is the conservative view,
eXPrens sed by the ercury, the ”%ihollc view expressced by uwhe
Fonitor, and a labor-democratic oud TooP represented by

the Tloﬂnr later the DHaily Post, and the Tosmanion Tews

{ﬁ

ﬂor(nry wap ogainst the measure on the grounds that it

13 iy

wag too expensive and it considered that with the Catholic
indons roused o _such an extent against the meosure, there

o S{.:?ﬁii«?ll@i@s 21 becomber, 19071, - o

5. Davis, R.P., Stote Aid ond Yosmonion Politics bLobort

,r\_}c
LN

N

‘1 Efé;s} a - ]?3? ° 4'23, 4*: [



wag a Lhremt of uwgly sectarienisgn Wthh must he avoided
“at all costo. 26

As regards the labor view, it had long been Clivper

" policy that free educ: EJOE should be the biz ~thrigeit of
every citizewn  and was Lunumnenuai to the creation of

a public opinion which corld agsess issues thoughtfully
and caste a responsible vote, ‘

The fee-paying system was said to be blatand Ly wonlfelr
and d@érading to the wmoor since, in ordeir to &et their

u

- children to school when it was fincncially impossible,

such parents had ©vo certify themselves as paupers,
The Clipper had protested against this systen Tor a long

Ctimer -

"Education, free snd untbrammelled, not peuperized by
sectarianlem, is the influence that patriots rely on
foryﬁhe‘perpetuity of the free institutions of 4o country,ﬁazk

- The Catholic view hes already been briefly ountlined,
however the issue wos Telt o be vital in deciding the
fate of the Catholic schools.  ir. Best's wotion, Lelany
arpued, in reply to Buntine the antagonist of Catholic cioims,
would, if given effect to, ageravate an injustice under which

stem

LA

Catholics suffer at present hecouse the existing sy
is Protestant iv principle, Oatholics have absolntely
no objection to seeing this gystem forther Frotesteniimed,

n

e gltress ci but it would then be totally unacceptable For
“Catholic chlldrenu |
"het the State recognize Protestent and Catholic schools
alike in regard to the secular work done in them and pay
~for the work donc.
This wag the heart of the Catholic Policy.

- The only alternative to government aild which vonld
satisfy the Catholics would be o genuinely seculorize
the schools as was done in Victorid. ﬂny amount of relipdous

instruction, nowever apparently pure, was sore to be

26, Gercury, b veptember, 1900,

27. Clipver, 24 Hovember, {900,
28.Monitor, 14 Sentember, 1900,
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- tainted with Drotestont proselyticm in Cetholic eyes.

‘It was the old argument long foughl in Treleond over the
nature of the religsious instruction in the "Fational

“Schools" all over azoin. In fact the lrish experience

waa specifically cited by the Monitor when it claimed that

the Anglican Bishop of Tasmania, Dr. Montgomery,
~ loved the state schools for the sweme reagon Thet

Archhighop Whately promoted the FNotionsl Seh in

(Xs] LJ

0017

Ireland, mamely, because they were Protestant, 2
Coming round for a second attack against the Pree

Tducation Bill before the Iouse, the Monitor claimed the
‘freé‘educatjon would be financially iwpossible since it
~ would cost the state at least £14,000 per snnum end
~provably n noreejo This was at a time when Teasmanial s'_

sition under Federation was causing & great deal of
worry to the stete's Lfinancisel experts. O tholic |

epposition to Free education was an attitude d1i¢mcu1t

Y

. {10 reconcile with the Teomanien Catholic radical policy

expreaded by the Lonitor,” and in %aking this sirong
line, Catholics place&/themselvos in the wnenviable

pogition of Soehing to stand dn thoe way of democratic
ﬁ‘progresm. The Catholic statement that free education

would be acceptable if ald were to be given to Catholic

schools helved to counteract labor oppogsition except fow

That of the hard-core‘of seenlarists, 1o ceneval,
for example, -the Clipoer, 1if somewhat dmpotient with th

N

Catholic stand, at least presented their case foirly.
Despite all the Catholic efforts, however, the .

iree Bdueation Bill passed the House of Asgembly, Tt d

not pess the Tegislative Council because of the exnence

it would iwmvolve in the lipght of Tagmeniats finonciel

e

3.d

5e

7. LR
pebesen 3 b e
BRIOLTTE .

By a decisive majority, the Lesielative Couvnceil congiderced

29, Lonitor, & Octover, 1900.
50, Monitor, 1 4 Septenber, 1900.
51

52._Honitor, 16 Fovember, 1900,

Po Dovie 1bid. peB0
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~4he
that the present Condition of the colony's finances
did not justify the proposed expenditure and that it
WOuld be most unwise, Jjust on the eve of Federation ’
when everyone seemed to be in the dark as to the immediate
probable results ol the chenge in Tasmania, to commit
the cblony'to a‘yearly burden of at least £15,000,
The Legislative Council fougnt sby, however, ol the
Catholic grievance on this motter,

~ The issue wag thue gettled but only for the time
‘being. In September, 1901, it flared vwp again when
Propsting attempted to uass a wanﬁ~of-conf;dence wotion
~on the Lewis govermment for its fallure to take action
ree education resolution. To the delight of the

£
33 4,

Monitor:

on the
he no-confidence motion was soundly défeated,
gome of the earlicr supporters of free education going

back on their decisions. In Tact, free education did not
‘become lﬂw un i1 1908, by which {time Iulcehy was in the
"uon te,  Te had determinedly opposed the motion every tine
Rl C&ﬁe'up and i1t shovld be again stressed thoet in doluy
this he wes by no means slavighly following the Church Lline.
Thig W&s'his 0w conéidorod wyivaue view aad at thig bime,
,[though{no% on other issues, it heppened to coincide with
that of the Church,

S

20 h01ic 1, 27 Goju~mbm~, 1901
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Muloahy and the labor movewment stendily worsened and

@lipper attacks upon him baecame steadily more hitter,

'On Saturday 15 November, 1902, the Clipper carried z renort
of the concilusion of a libel trial in which Idwaerd Nuléah?

successiully sued Jemes laton, the then editor of the {1:

for the sum of £600. Iulcshy had claimed, as the
his case, that certain articles appesring in the_€Glin;
especially those of 20 Zeptenber, 1902 and 27 Septenbher, 1902,
were groésly libellous, motivated by malice, and of such

a nature as to digecredit him personally as well es noliticelly.
Although Muleahy claimed that the Nlipper had undertaien

a long term attack desisned to hound him out of public office,

it seems that the immediate wotivation for the sopecific
attaclks deemed libellous wasg what had become krnown in

- 54

Clipper circles as the 'Gafinmey-~iulcehy Jobf.”

L this "job',

The claim of the Ulipoer was that Iulcahy, in his official .

position ex MNinigter of Tiondg ond Works, hoad given a oublic
contract without public tendering to Galffney ond To. to

build a storm water channel =t Strehen. What made the
situation particularly'spicy was that Gaffifney V. AL, &
member for the West Coast, althoush sitting on the Ovposition
benches, was & consistent sunoorter of the Lewig govermeent.
The Clipper's blatent dmplication, of course, wap that

RIS

Mulcahy had given Gaflfney what virtually amounted to a

hribe in order 1o secure hig continued political ellegience,
The insinuation that Iulcahy was both politically and
personally corrupt lay ot the basis of the Libel.
In the Clijpper's words: '

... the expogure. of the Hindster of Tondes giving a
Viinisterial sunporter o counbrect ot Straban 13 corolete o,
There can be nothing wore drruing to all Wulecahy's pretensions

SR

to political straicsht de:

Ling thee the gaving of a publice

34. Clipver, 20 September, 1902,
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‘ﬂycontract; without competition, to a member of Earlisment
sitting on the Oppor sition. benches, thoush & consigtent

'govcrnmont supporiter. uoD

The Clipper took the challenge one mt<be Turther in
a later edition,

| "The Clipver has always stood for clean goverm:

“and never fails to throw light vpon the derk end devions
;6

wxys of the boodle goness which infest thie State,"-
In their defence during the following libel triul,

ho leIDP? defendants pleadtd not guilty to tie libel

charge, arguing that what they had published amounted
'3to no more then ¥Ffair comment' and that 1t was for the
- public benefit that certain aspects of a ‘smellsome job'
be brought to Light. o1 ‘
They ol imed ‘that they were merely advocating an inquiry
into the West Svrahan Stommwatoer Charnnel Contract, snd were
‘in.Court to fight a political battle which ousht, by righis,
to have been fought in the House of Assenbly 0F Select ‘
Committee, fhey argued that the call for a Select Comnittee
by Mr. Peter flcCraclean, = menber Tor Irmncestan, had
 been 'bluffed out' by the powers thet be ond the Clipuer
wag merely demending naturesl justice. |

Towever Paton was nnfortuncte in that the presiding

e

judge nedntained that the inquiry wes only o concern the

libellous neture of gliﬁﬁgx statenents and did not involve
‘& detailed @ndlysim of the actual cilrcumstonces in which
the contract wos given o GaffneysjB
The plaintifi's lawyers also decisively proved, duoring the
“trial that the contract was between Gafimey and the Strshan

Town Board, and not o perconal matber betbween itulcnliy

ks
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and Gafiney, thereby undermining the major basis for
Clinner allegations of corrustion.

During the two day trial, sone twenty—-two coplesg
ol the Clipeer from June 1901 were exomined, cnd many
articles in them found to be indicative oi malice,

CParticularly illustrative of this was the article

~denouncing Mulcahy's wanagement of the Ducrl Celebrations,

X .

i; mentioned above, in which the paper spoke of Iulczhy
| trobbing Tasmanion trades and workoers by ilmrorting

|

‘Wictorian labor. The article criticizing Iulcahy az an
evictioniast in the Kelly F“Sln affadr, woes also held

bt
[N IR

to be motivated by malice.

The outcome of the trial was & complete vi ince"”
: )3

Tulcahy snd Paton finamcimlly ruined by the ,
e obliged to abandon the editorship of fthe Clivver aﬁ&,
‘ departed to edit a Jabor paper in Perth.” 40 i}
411" told, the libel case represented the complebe break.
“between Mulcahy end the lahor movewent, a brezk vihiich
had been impending ever since he took office,
e was never o regain the confidence of the labor
movement despite the Ffact that he retsined some of
“his democratic principles concerning state ovwnership
of certﬁin major industries., The libel case completely
mtt"w1WLd Iuleahy £rom the advonced centres of political
opinion in the. shate and with the srowing orpanizition

of political labor, Mulcahy wes to gravitate sglowly

but surely into the snti~labor coaliticu,

ercury, 1% Lovenber, 1
40, Ro¥e Davieg, ibid. p. 52,
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As has already been stressed, dﬁring his first period
in office, ifulcohy showed that e was a thoroughly cepable
administrator and conducted the heavy workload of the
afrfairs of féur departments with ftremendous ency
and ahility, nuﬂT10u14P3J in connection with thu IMine
Department, which, it was later stressed, had never hoen
S0 well administered before ‘

He was certainly never criticized for lazinesg, in fact

hig overenthusiasm in carrying out the letter of the law

or d@parﬁnenﬁal policy, e‘vwed nim most criticism particuvlar
of the labor press. ,

In fact, the Q;iﬂgg£41 went o far ag to call him & glutéon
for work and attacked him for failure to concentrate his
considerable talents. He was vermed Jack of all work and
"Chanpion Muddler of the Lewis Administrstion®

rulk the Muddler' became the standard Gliﬂwgg refererce to

=i

‘Julaah in the finsl year of the Towis govermuoent.
1 Lo

Ilcahy secems to have won the opnosition of the Cliooe:
‘and the labor movemend in general by a mumber ox weL‘wrwrm
actionss Tirstly, the method by which he rose to power

on the ashes of ““109, gecondly the vestoge of public money
by the S"I;ra,h.an Harine Board and the all eged jobhoery of itz
nominee systen which lulecany failed to atta cle, thirdly
hulcahy g eviction orders ab Kelly Bes‘*, fourthly vhet
was paid to be his harsh revision of +h e Mining Acts,
fifthly for the decay of hig democratic sentiments whnich,
che Clipper alleged, were being gteadily overridden b the
lures of office until he was o mere toady for the ahseutee
éyndicateﬁ and compaiy promot@rs and, lastly, for his
icontroversial railway nronogsals for the North-west.

A

P‘N e (_»i-\l asae

Tmlcahy's handling of the ducal celobrations was o nore

minor ground for stiack. As may be seen by the lengtn of

this Llist, by the end of the Tewis adwinistration, 'ulcahy

hod won the thoroughgoing scorn of the lebor movement,

i1e Clipper, 21 June, 1902,

Ly
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In the parlimnentary arena, Mulcahy earned himself
the reputation of being an inveterate and incorrigible
interjector, sometimes necesgitating the censure of the
Speaker. On one occassion bhe was reprimanded by Braddon

}Who pointed out thet he interjected more than any other
imember of the House. |

E A1l in all, however, fulcihy's handling of hig administrative
g and parlizmentary affairs was thoroughly creditable '
|

and therefore +the reasons for his ignominious defeat in 1903

‘must be carefully exemined.

42, Tasmanian News, 21 July, 1900,
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fIt is a remarkable fact that in the monthe prior
to the’éleotions of April 9, 1903, the press support for
the Lewis regime virtually dissolved awey Lo nothing.
The Clippexr had, of courego, alweys been hlghlv criticel
and its strident otlacks upon rutcahy had reaoched their
apogee just prior to the libel case. Wotbhing of pood,
therefore, was expected by the Clipper Trom the "OLd Gang™,
"he Pearty of o ]O{POSS" "he F&rty of Fonopoly",
but particulerly was Teddy Muleahy beyond redemplion.
- A politician who can talk vigorous democracy hutb
Jlll@w himself to the Tory Lewlis gang ... LvVer since hoe

rose to.ministerial rank over the ruing of his nredeccessors

. d o . > il 1
he has get nimeell to outlewis TLewlg in Tory woys.D .

What ig more surprising; however, is the way in which
the Hercury, previously. the staunch defender of the Tewis
government, came dovn firaly asainst the regine.

Congidering the congservatism of that Journal, and the

relative liberalism of the oprosition wnder Vi, Popsting

and hig 'Tdberal~Democrats', thig dis an almost incwredik

Ty
ot
o~
(32

volte~-Lface. Perhaps perochisl jealousics ocaon bost ncoownd
for this. The Fercury, with its vested interests in roheat,
wan a Tervent supporter of the rights of the southerili part

~of the state, and one of its most frequently used shalts

agzainst Malcshy, wes that he wos vrepared to soend
Smuch money on the Edrth, with the obvious implication
that he had a personsl interest in doing so. The gignificance
of the regional issve in the election contest, vnd
Buleahy's contribotion toword the debate, will be des seribod
further below, ‘

The maoin reegson for the collapse of the

£ 3 g

govermment wes its financiel difliculties.

become
increasingly evident in the yeors since Federation, that

Tagnania wag pleced dn a nrecarious finspceizl position

Te Clipoer, 4 April, 18037,
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under the existing system of Federsl-State relations.

Tu addition to the cheos resulling from 1oss of customs’ .
duties revenue, Tasmania had incurred an impressive arrey
of debts by a series of extra-ordinary expenses, namely;
the sendihg of a Tasmenian contingent to the Soubh African
“War, the visits of;imperial trooes, and hy lthe vigit of the
Duke and Duchess of Cornwzll and York. I+t was alseo argﬁed
Vjthat‘the Erﬁempéngibility~of some of Mulcahy's railway |
construction concerns (particularly the controversisl
Wilmot‘ﬂailway“projécﬁ),”had added to the Tasmenion debt
andxneedleﬁsly'increased ﬁh@-burdenu The Lewis Govermﬁont

was oblig@diﬁé present a bill Tor ﬁhévreimpOsition of an
Income Tax; and it was argument over the justification for
this act which was the main election issue in 1903,
As early as July, 1902, a Iinencial Reform Committee
“had been established to petition for economies in
- governmenty spendingan Meanwhile the government had been o
“busy Fformulating texation measures Lo relieve the situation.

.8
The proposals included the controversial imcome-ltax mesoure,

stanp duties, a greduated tax on landed estates, o succession

duty tax and an assessment meagure based on the geli-assessmend

-

principle, then in operation in Wew Zealand,®
" 9he Upper House flatly rejected the Wew Assesswent Bill.
On 29 October, 1902, it rejected the Succeszion Dutles Bill,
Cand two days later;%after having heckied the Inconme Tox -
Bill almo st beyond recognition, it rejected that as well.
The pcovernment requested a prorogation of Pérlimaen’

cafter this, it was able to get its Income Tax Bill

an altered Form, passed alouy with certain other?févenie bills
The Council still held out ademantly sgainst the S@lf%«
‘assessment,meaSuf@’hoWever. This, then ig a brief backeround
-to the financial C$isis faced by the Lewis CGovernment in

which oleahy was the acknowleged strong nan,

2. liercury, 1 Jaauary, 1903
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The eleetleﬁ issue was, basically, merely an abttempt

Dy the Opposition under Propsting to sghow that public

Fdend“'“ had~been’ra0h and unprincipled and that this

de the reul se of the financial dilemma,
One bf_the most Str;ﬁing features of the electoral

strluuje was‘the inaidious‘way in which the Worth-South

Cligsue, never véry fﬁv'below the surface in Tasmanion
nolitics,\cume to p] a dominant, perhaps even a declgive

*foieg,flt wWes nlloued that the departments under uleahy '

;111 p’lri'mculu., . ’

'ad been far too liberol in their wa“dlng
}_conwlde71n ,Lhe ELM mc101 @lfilCUl ieg ol Lbe state.

I 'p(ﬁqmwl‘e wa m on"Ly 160 Libe 93'9 it was algo unvigely
. spent end the d1 Lr;butlon wasg 1

‘ijﬁseguenblgii% WA one’ Oi th ne

“in his cempaign ~t0' defend this o

Copponents o dl&@’”@l? it.  Perhaps i
131uub(”tlpn‘tnlg d bO'pTGSent a semple of Lhc @1OPUOT&1
wadd;e ses kulcﬁbj’ﬁnd hid onponents. :

AOl “nbxuarj«?O 1903, Mulcahy stood on the 0700%1v
«,\ . ’

r)]cit“ zi%“ 7 ‘}l,ﬁkl

"gUPd Thdb he realized that he hed cone o

face “he heo ple on -an unwopular negsure, nanely the Income .
Wé? bropusal>, but that thlu was a stand bravely ond

ﬂoue bly taken up by ho Tewis government in the face of

B f:waHOJaJ dPJlbWL Strong Tinancial measures were necessary

*',4nd Ln brnrlﬁnm bhem;uhesgovernment had placed bwo

a0 Grot EC‘HT1IP1%K“S on the Statute Boolr -~
bed b
. ¥

Ixmﬁcthp rticularly the Wilmot Roilway

maLLone,‘He gaid thet he wpheld

being strongly criticized, (In fret,
ol Uhe house had been established 4o look

t

iQﬁO ’M@ j webd ik by el bullding o wodlwer frown Redldon

to Wilmot. mleshy hod olweys been o Tirm gsvoporbor of ihe

adea but the Comaitltee recort wasg highly criticol e

5

%hatﬁmﬁémmuwﬁof‘mwui ¢ the line wag 1e
dad o not justify the owblay. This veport, 83
palsed dpon wit
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) * W y 5. ' . . k‘ = * ‘ * » ‘“ )’ ’ ;
te also undertook to Justify hie activities at I%lly

X7,

Bagin on the grounds thot a lew must not be flovted,

e said that the kindness of heart of the late ifr. Pillin nger,
an GGTL18$'11nlut for TLandsz, hod placéd>on Fulcahy | :
! mogt uﬁmleamﬂnt duty. At Kelly Basin lsnd hed been
"thaiﬂéd zhﬂo 3t pratis and on such sites Trom which wealthy

wine and plrlt mcrcnant derived large vrofits.  In

attenptd ng mo Juw. ify tho ¥elly Basin

Puleahy
fmbhowed conquevauJe courage since it was one of his actions

in whlch he could be presented in a very unatiractive

lCaﬂa a vaaoloumreviCtionist, for exsmvle, as the

e

‘CI pne%‘oevglﬁt@nﬁly stressed., MNoreaover, his argument:

'ﬂwjne and spiTit merchants profiting from:

&

‘abou lmTP
o  L nds Jde“wﬂOﬂu luxubj, had b en effectively de: osthad
'*;VLQA in 19000f,$ :
 ﬁhe evncu ’1@
b

.@had been deci bLJO1J indicated that

>¢donz were mefely nooY people‘making no

orofit zrm elrrrbsld@ncyk ¥ulecehy, however, ;VVﬂaT 26,

e

*~fodn & tO WT&Sﬂ The nettle and defend his

faCtiOns und hc nus i_bo &IVPH credit for this, especi
CONS ider

S
\J

s bhe Cﬂmaylnw effect the imoge of Yeddy
'»t? hOUjd have among %h@iCatholics of him

later Lloctjom ‘meeting he undertook

'P"S‘ﬂow hl ohly r°m

§1¢bed proposal 0 purchase the
4, :
reilway.

ST By

Y

o f%J,::c:L1<\ e

He wﬁoceoﬂ( ~”L50 GU dntall the bacly 301“& nesotiabi

W1

‘,fav’ he Tszou 7¢1MJV and challenge

‘he had Dﬁft Lcﬂ"'wmi@. dlf]Cf“ of experts

“the line. / Qeiendeu,ihe cons b

AL

flﬂobartjP0$t70sLLeﬁ ﬁn@ Custome louge, and called for il

opvonents to show wherein wetrenchment would hove boon
~n(3““%lea :
It muuu‘ﬁhéfofoye be said thet Tuleahy woertool to defend

Chis pales sition ond that of the Tewis government Lovally ond did

his best o counber the :L' dent criticimns of
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ﬁworks qmd r 1Lway orooosﬁls

Au an Oxmmnje of the 0p9051t¢0n W]uh which Hulcah]

fb,d for oontonu,Aa r@port of a meeting of the Reform Ledgme5
may e tdhon,

Enelr main rgumonu was -that nothing but zovernment

‘5ext uvabanc had necessitated the precent income taXx,

”WThé governmmnt had erred’in introducing large sehemes

Qof publ¢o WorkuLWlthOUT sufficient data, particularly

in TP“”Td bo the pj"ol)oh ed purchase of The ¥mu Bay Railway,
; Uho Wilmot: %ﬂllw v also was, of coursé, an expected mar get

and they. al egod fhat ch hy had not gone into +the

nancnal aotﬂ11s pveo isely onounh» » .
I‘how@vor Lor e OUbl i valrﬂcs vere one of the factors
fmgurlnw ratlonal discussion. The Hercury becane |

‘jp Ttncularly 1r L 5lbou+’Malc“bv public workas exvenditure

“.in dhe north of the island, and begsn to report in grest

detail. some of hlq rather wild elerLOMGGY¢Ub promises

Cof ailways bo‘ erv1ce'cerLaLn arens the Noxth- weSta'; "‘

(‘vUndbubt edly Huloﬂhy hﬁu laid himself open %o criticism
“onzthio score beC»‘ se his most controversial railwayf

r puroh& c?mﬁd iruotlon 910po>als wepe uﬁdoubu dly to

f;hwve boncflttod tho Foith of the state.

;”fi‘Y .3 ans wcr, oi oour;e, and thet of sll feir-minded Tawnmnianéf
 would be the L what benefits the north would =lsoc héﬂe
the reconomic well-being of the south also, Tai %Jng- : )
bfprmduction_and«export potential of the state for the betofit
of all. Ho@ﬁvérethe"M&gﬁQg&,,blind to such attitudes,
~contented j self with some vicious snerdings and,some less -
- reoutable tactics described elsewheres
"Phere is a great deal of il Je about mpmning 1 ihe
A‘l&nd, and actually. of making ‘brmnvz:‘za;‘fs or light rodilways to
that end;‘but the strange oaft of the business is, that all
these thingé are Tor the Norih. The lMinister of Landg, end
his collearues toog.,, appear Lo have the i'orth ov the brain.

Ss Mercury, 20, February, 1903,



‘f; would be UfOOPOd >d withe

‘ ~5 5
1is Trish,

wﬂPorhaﬁs onu Mnniater‘ as he is attracted by
 ﬁQudtO a and ﬂQQP]lPd bv apples, but nothing is more

certﬂln that bulloclk chdnns cannob drag him bto see

onbhnrn land.“§

s by a
ted that lulcahy's
‘ ?prooccup bJon W;uh the Worth const1tutoo diployelty +to
' hig West FHobart, x

[

<)L)O

allingVI' OULhLTQDf, who' au,

oon 364 uenfs.

7 . ?}fLob rt ﬁnd thovuouth probably Dogsess & third of
tho monulat"on, thrd of the wealth, and a third of

The productlon of Tag manlug I challenge Fr. Mulcahy

",to
‘e

to show on hl publlg works Schéme one single propo osal
pend mow@ 1wan HJ,QOO on the South, excent for “the

8t de heck Canal. '
ﬁ¢Pre;umcoTJ even outherne?'con31dpred the construction

ooof the Post}Ofilc@ and CU"moms Touse to he of state-wide

- beneTit, . I

- The @Qggggg_éléo‘hackedﬁup ite gectionalism by announcing

'iin én ediﬁofiﬁ15 tha%'the northern papera were now \
“declaring the election a contest between North and South,

" Ihe . papers wmre reported to be expressing the hope that
if 'theunorth"won, measuresreuch‘aS‘the Yilmot Railwvgy,
»ConSiderod to be J;nnn01ally diSﬂSeruS by the south,

algo under 4

correspondent

7, 11

]a
'&

Ao

I‘IU'..[‘OH.S ’903 -]
K 1903

reh,

' lncredably,enough, poor Mulcdhy WS Te
:‘from‘txe north; In an election meebing he exopresced hi
regreg uh t s critics both north and south had found it
necesssa ry cq‘m@ke good their cases by gross exsgoeratbion.
A noxrnern critic, he declared, had sa2id that the ZTast Bay
Neclk Canal would'cost £40,000, when the actual contract
nrice was 3,000, and & southern critic claimed That the
6, Mquggxg 10 March, 1903,
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’ﬁtrﬁnmn Wharf and reclmrﬂtJon works would cost £50,000.

9:

]O’QPtu&L f&ct Lnoy would Lelefs t £19,0600.

“ﬂt a me gthg ut the weclanlx ln-tWﬁute Mulechy nointed cuj

R

~probqbiygho;h1 fVLaL &nuogment congidering Mercury criticisms
“of his Teokless‘novthern fﬂvorltw an, that the Louncoston C

fDéilv‘Welegranh hqd v¢o]entlv ttacked him for spending too

"ldT‘O &, 9r0ﬂort10n of money in the South, and had proved
“ﬁtnlu tO‘Lim own. au¢sjaut¢on bv,;inu“cu»1o '
‘Qoing Ministexr of:kubllc{worku'ln Tasmaniz was evidently
qdﬂ UﬂOﬂVi ble and t“dﬁ”iesg taska |

*»”h@ Lothor apUOATOMtO be uhL only unbwassod and reliable

ovroo ‘of ¢n¢ormatlon‘on~polltLoal metlters in the last weeks

R o 1 53808

’i b@1ore,th@“e1eq$ion; Apparently, according to the Fonitor,

the Bxsminer, ‘*hetmérnu$Xa'QNﬂ the Daily Telegsrash had all

tarned n%¢nub‘ ulcaﬂy ‘and others in the Dewis administretion

and gave Ur;cilcal ,YPL ion to their onuo sition by refusing

to give pre@ ooVoraﬂb to vinisteriol statements without

“the. ﬁmeUnt OT ﬂdvurtLSJPN rates, and by misstating ox

o 11
fxd¢storttngﬁfeport--of ir rocegu¢on at public meetings.
© This tre atinant,, come,wi with congtont Mercury:. sniping

Q’wuu cvunttally too &uch«Jor rulea why, and be exploded in e

letter WO the: P@rcvrv wllCh*t« b journ=l lindly cons OWLPd

4o print, hoping perhaps, thet it would do more have then

e ’ 92
. good o’ Lmlcany“ﬂ cemse. © The letter was printed vnder the

.

hitle ® ulo,wv on- %%L“W%Wd&ge“ and in it he attacked the
i
W

”juho policy. for placing’ dvhrtlﬂ"ng chargeﬁ on ministerial

]

'burJ for rou)xu@ 1hn bane of sectionalism, and dencunced

thuomemtu;“” a IJOSS breacn of feith with newspaper resders -
)JOT whom bhmﬂ Wa.s pqrﬁ of the daily new and shouwlsd not he
subje ect bo odWﬁor al bias,
’NlWC*hy ) maJor opponcni for the seat ol YWest Hoburb
ey‘www Goelle loore, Mn 1nqopondont in favour of the Helorm Leagve

5y L
A

9. gxﬁggrv I March, 903u

10, Tasm Hwﬂlun Neys 24 hwjohy 1903,

4

1. _Nondtor, 13 February, 1903, | g
A April, 1903,




‘Menifesto. . As the tengion mounted in the weeks before the

o

; ‘OLOCb10n5 pub]i@ interest was high and the rivalry bebween
“y Looro ond Muloahj wa much publicized. DMoore avrgued at
Clan oLoctor l moet¢nn 5 that Lewis was a fellure ag Lremiér,

" athough he was pers sonally one of the njco n he (MOore)

knewngﬁHe eresued thcveiore, that “uTCWhy, uhe ackndwléged ‘

‘ uLfOD“"Ndﬂ oj +he 1nlairy in fact ran the governnent and - -
“«OVOTrOd@ all aqv1c;, even that of respongsible experts as in
the odqo oi the Wilmot Railway. | ‘

“U P, Brownoljg the Cnalrman of the Reform League, then

‘»uooke on Foor g platform and stated that Milcaby who
QOuOdl R democyao,‘waS‘in fdct a gpurious champion of

d@morrqov OLHOTW] e h@ wonld have supporbted planks

'fof the R@Foru Loaﬂuen " Brownell also claimed that the

government.was obcommng~known as "the Mulcahy Governunent®.

"Degpite: this sort of "criticism, such wag Pulcehy's strength
5] , . s

thaﬁnmo“t of the. newwpapcr commentators Telt that foore's

che nceb of - dofe&tln “him were slim indeed.,

L‘Dvon as Lauo,ﬁs Larcn 20 IFupulug, the IMonitor‘s political
oorroupond uL, xasf“&Jlnﬂ that he believed all ministers
would be oturn@do‘

IcwnP s cJﬁrons were evidently congidered to bo the

most slim, howoveﬁa waqw 1o a change in. the Eleotor&lfAct;
whlch cqme lHLO e¢*oot boforo the election, the House of.
»Q%semblj wws qov to nave 35 instend of 28 memhors, k
o Tobaro WCS'LO thO b lwstead £ 6 members, but the main

. reduction 1n roprc ontat1on,wa from the older sebiled
Auleﬂp, and, a8 a renuLt, the Premier®s electorate of

- Richmond was viftralﬂy'éblitératedo As o result o Thio
re&r‘“nﬂcnent, Tevis decided, with conmiderable conrase,

to contest the city el@otorate ol Lentral Lobert ogoinst

a strong candidate bocked by the Reform Lea mne.

If Qny‘doubts'werekéhtbrtained about the returi of A menber

of Ceabinet, Lewis alwayg spreng to mind, never Fulceshy,.

15, Posmenion Wews, 3 March, 1903
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:‘}o Ponltov wndertook some in-depth political S
énﬁaﬁe1ng prior to these elections. It worked out a Tiste o
of ‘guestions candidates weré‘to be asked and these - :

‘“con thutoa bowcther wuat the the lonitor considered
bo tne, fundamon%al clomouu~ of a sound and progressive
DOlbea

_ UUPELlonS 1noluoed support Tor o graduated
ly shen oI ]and wnd income taxation to exclude incomes '
Oi 103 vhqn a150 (the Tfact that the Lewig govermment's
income Tax measure: did not étoludo these very low income
ﬂWOl )5 w%u the mq:n‘labor\crlﬁlclsm of the financial pronos alu},
Qﬁ“ lL ass swnont, eloser{settlement; old sge penpions,

rotcntlon of the Tasmenisn University, a wdequate remuneration
“for members of Pariisment, the cbolition oi the London
¢ Agent~General andﬁhis‘replaCQment by & businesslil

;commeronwj agent, and‘ténant righte.

TL a cangldate Supported moat or =11 of these syrinciples,

he was cons Jderod suitable by the ﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁggn
- Reforn Lergue candidates were thus Favoured despite

N

]
190%

7 .
were caoa&tro e For the Lewls goveroment and oll ministers

ovjfov?u tendency | Lo, reme in 1ovml to Fulcahy.

The r@a,wtu of Lh@;el@otiong~held on,ﬂpri] 2

lost their seats in an unprecedeuted londslide o the

W

‘ OppoJiu1on under Eronotln
As the lpnltow put it

"L, the ouQ{jzg of on entire Goverrment at a genernl

celection iz wnique in pola deal higtory, and ... with one

-, exception (Wedo. Brown) , no member of the new Parliament

; e
A R T .
has held ministeriel fanha
Mhe defect Of Tewis by Nicholls was not & grest surprise,
bt the eat of the Treasurer, StafTord Bird, by Brovn el
S but the defeat of the Treasurer, Stafford Bird, by Browmell

wes the crownd ing victory Tor the Opnositiorn.
Mulcahy s defleat by doore wasg, however, the real surprice of

the election, everyone had thousht *Peddy' to be ruite gafe

14, Honitor, 27 IMarch, 1903,
15, koniter, 17 Apr*l, 19034



.,.59”'..

. N ' I 3 - ~; i’; 6
‘bhut he was d@iowteO 270 voten to ioore's 470,

hecording to th@*‘w sneniion e ho olooto“ﬂl Leondslide
19

in favour of the Opposgition showed Lhat o the people
did not so much wish bo put eny prriicular person Jaiy

;ip@“}aps, a5 to putb the:Govermient out."l(

%.«.

he election recults were thus seen to be a total Aigceradl
“for the government's income tax vroposalde
, ﬁowever, aocordlﬂg to theyﬁéﬂgigg£9 cther lTorees woere
“shown to;be st work which comld sccount For the dovmiall
of Mulcahy in perticulars
"qu Muleahy's defeat may be athributable in a gréét

Nt

meagure Lo the way in which +the north versug souih Tecling
has been aroused by & section of the Uohart nyess which has
had the Wilnot “ﬂilw&y ort the brain for this month st
‘Hr. Fulcahy hog bcon rejected bheczuse he would aot truckle

4

‘to gouthern nrejudices. e bas heen . Masmard rethet than

-

e Pobart minister, ond hag sualf

ered fTor it. dhilte we
L opposed the Tewis ministry, we cau do 1. fulewhy the Justice

of saying that T e nia is poorer by hio exclusion from

—

Y
[®]

Porlioment." , ‘
“Ywﬁ]konJ Tor, while sorry e witneos Lhe defeat of
JFrule ahy, was dis oouoﬂ to give the new governmont o fair triod

sinde the majority of it favoured the pond Lhor progron an
described above,

The Mopitor wis parbjcuW rly hopeful that the new bolance of

¢orcou in }ﬁriiamont would soon gee the naspoge of a bill fox
s

a graduated land tax and othew mecsbran 0f 1Us ;TO’?”“‘IVD

.

wrosrom.  Disappointment at the defont of Fuloshy wag tempered
e L) .

g w e
by the knowlege that the centlemnon selociad o PROTOSeny

. 1 Y

Vest Hobart wes in complete nccoxd with

ithe I vag, howover, uncendibiovslly sory to witness

the defeat of Peter MeCrachkan, the libew

and hasd-voriing

mernber from Tanncestorl,

s s O e PR gt R 2 < -

4 TV e ey 2 e T e vz A : e
6. Tognanion hews, 3 Anril, 1903,

% April, 1902.
10 Aoril, 1902
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~The Monitor's attitude to the defeat of Mulcahy was thus

Jdndicative of genuin@ sorrovi at the deprrture of o loyal

friend %o Catholic educational cleinmc, but in g0

a8 the
garrying out of other elements of the Catholic reforn oprogrean

W s cOncerned; Fulcehy had been sowmetiing of & dL“ﬁpiO¢ﬂumeuu
and . the Ionitor, as representative of the most zocielly

end politieally advinced section of the Catholic commurity,

decided to throw its cupport behind the new repine in the hone

that a more actively progregsive policy wovls be Foxbhcoming

Lae

e ok ol bhe

A

The elections of 1907 hed seen the wor

 lMPTO sed representation for the test Gonst, sronied

electoral raedistribution., The Wesl Congt area was now .bo

e

Four representotives, instead of the caxlic

~The result was the return of labor men from three congbituencie
Jno~f¢r 5t ind@p@ndonk labor wevresentotives ever Lo be

returned Lo the Tassmanien ouse of Aggewbly,

he three wen, Willism Temerton(Zechon), Georce Turng(ecnshov

and Jomes Tong(Lyell), were greched with srect onbin dom by

fonitor, which had clways suppoited the iden of

: fj;

cworking class 3?epzxese1ruat1cm:g

The eloetions of 1907 ave thus very

&

in which,ﬁh@ Tagnanien Labsr perty mede Tts voliticsl deobut,

After his de:fezxt, Leahy letlt

cyears in the Tirst of Chig two for

Ag hie denste career do es not come

thet e wae olecohed on Gho

thesiz, 1T must just bHe mentilonad

1 Jenuery, 1904, -nd pemained in Uhe until 19 v, 1910

when he returmed to Tusmanion stote poliltics.

Nad

hese vo e oof Fadonhsy

(=

e

whs aboenece Lrom the

[
i
Py
-
s
9]
g
piy
5
>

Gromotic vige in the politicsl forituncs of Trbov S Dopme

go tihat when he revorned, he fonnd o ve

Torces in the Touvge of fozanhly,

Party wes now stonding aheadily
ENE e b e
0 e SUpPeTT Ol encounrsy

allien, Hhe Libersls. The §Jobor Dot

ok

vae it congideced Go bo s

and Fa

lLeoan

iLE Justice o othorvige, oo Go he
grovoed '

this cotesory, o

T
)

)

g S I - My N -
PO L0y conne,
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Tor a wliole hour so TEOTL

e

snt vot

to come down for an import
Al though Cameron Suppor%ed the i
it was a’dm11c@ue s*tuation for o

-yﬁ

[F 4

The’ new ministry consisted o

Attorney-General and biindster for

as Chief Seeretary, h.Jn Payne as

v
<

and Reilw Fuleshy
1

Lande

EATECIN

“es

L hgriculture

Director of Public works,

- Commissioner for Crown | g, and

portfolio,

The Ly
it

4 ey
7 1D,

Poat ag snent of

[
2

Slchs

Dai’

in that reve he atititude o

him at thise @ﬁrly stare of the ne

S

", Mulcahy will undoubie

nigter

1LY

e period from about 1903 onwards savw a sleady rise
in twe'nolﬁti*ﬂl fortunes of Tasmunian Labor. ,
“The Dally Poot 1i¢mur es reverl the dramatic rige in the
: votlng uuPPOVL given o the Labor Party rother then That
of the Liberals after 1909,
e 1509 1912 Increane
. Tiberal 29,893 39,790 G, 097
Tabor 19,067 33,567 43,745
\ ThiS‘bOS8d a dilemma for the Ldberals since the dolomon
_ Mdnigtry, which came ¢ into office after the 1912 elections,
':?did not,,in,faCt, have a najority. §Fr, Normen C?m@rom, i
an independent, held the balance, the partics éach.haviﬁg
fourbeen geats. Tor this reason Cameron was wssiducusely
v“*couyted by the Ninistry, even to the extent, it was alliesed
y *h@ labor press, that a llobart-bound triin wee Jelayad

could caten it im,time

e dn the louse,
veralg on oll major cuestions,

OLOMG: o

T AJi. Zolowmon os T“OMLCx;

Lducotion, G.i.

Dot er

Treasurer and Minister for

ag Mindlgter for Tands
fox Hin@g, 904,

B :
BEen 88 er without

L’} l_ujz

1hion

any o pos e interesting
PR R S T
iothe laboy movaiwendt LL;

U A I D
VoMo ,L:f a

vy be o source ol congiderable

1o Daily Tost, 29 April, 1912,
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strength Lo the new ministry .. holding office in the

~Fieet Lewis Miniﬁtry, that of 1399-1S03, I're ulcahy

won the reputation oFf beiug one of the ablest, il notb

“the ¢ bIesL u1ni ter who has <m3nL berved the Lands

‘e a,‘.iz”rng h u_l] any o ther member of hig party...

department. He has not been in office gince, BiX yvears

of The interval being spent in the denate...le has shown

Chimself to be the momu independent mewmber ol the varty,
:wnd twe pronaollll¢u are that he wj}l reguire @ very
11?09 hand in the adninistration of whatever depaxtment he
Tmay go uoof manj_people think ﬁhat re Fulcahy hss yreater

10197m eyt bh@ Prowﬁer hip noéw that Sir Elliott Tewis ds.

o
. e

.

SolOmon had. aroused congiderable Labor antipativy

in his mmcovef\Lrom.Lewis, who hod acltually led the
U

oparty in ﬂho suceegsTul elections ol 1912,

"

.. The- decision %o change leadership hod been totally an

inbernal party matiter and wos arvived etiin the Liberal
*caucu“‘, no reference being made Ho public opinion.

The Luhori.irtv felt ¢}at this alone wae salficiont

fhe holdd ing of o new election, quite apsrh

o JﬂuLf
Trom 1ﬁngbe’OUS1V'imnoss ble sitoation in Perlicaent

in Vhlcn‘*ﬁ Covornnoat r@"aiued office only by reli=nnce
‘uuon C meron.,  Solomon wes completely discredited in L:bor
veyesa hulc@Ly V1B, however, viewed by Tabor -8 a shroay

4

AT, wig’f:h glight vestiges of hig origl

inael democretilc view:s
and a good administretive record. He was thevefore
given an opnoriunity to show his colonrs,

4

Des snite the tense atmosphere, Julcahy pushed ahead

cwith formuleting a program for his devartnents.

According to the ot report, 1t wes a Dros va %o

of¥end nobody. ovever, reveal & mlucwod concern

For the State's mining industry viich had been negleched

by the government since the fall of the lewis winistoy,

3. Dally Poph, 11 June,

&
i

2. Daily rost, 29 April, 1912
1¢12,
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o *‘mulcahy'proposed that libersl ascisbawce be given to

P prospeg%ing*pafﬁﬁaﬁ to seilentifically explore mineral
bearing land, that mi nlng Tfields showing decreased
produotibn be nhow0~ﬁhLy inveptigated, and thet the =advice

.

of COM“OLPﬁLfLUuhO* ties be souzht to acquwire knowlege

abowt wro spective mining Clelds, and toe jJjustificotion

dor yrwntnnu.%taﬁe agsistance to exploit them.

Al told therefore,‘hulom;y pronosed A vigorous nolicy
ofadministretion end financinl help to the minin. industey.

',The Daily Post wa qk esged with his encrgy end culled

dement his

for 7 chmhy t0 be L,zlvcn a free hand to inp

propo alsﬂ It 1uo stressed that the position of the

'mihinwWLHQU@*ry WQS sofimportant to Toomonlas thaet the

Department of Mines 'War"&nted‘the single ond undivided . -

attention of & Ministers

. Unfowtuhately for Mulcahy, hig very first yeor

Cag d Finister of Hines in the Solomon govermment wog ‘
o VSCayred oykthe'i<1 dble t. Lyell Disaster of Cetober 1912,

The whole situation VIS B mage of ivonles and pnizfortunes,
%?Qﬁ aﬁd?dewpite MuL,<gy e very estute handling of the disester

b
once it had ocecurred, the whole igsgue did nov redovnd 1o

the credit of Muleahy or anyone else,

It is necessary to state in sone detoil the backoround
to the disagter in order thalt some of fthe attacis made

- 4

subgequentily by the Habor Terty and others agzainst

1.

cnd the . uycli “onpaﬁy, mnay he placed in projpen
‘p: upootlvco , h
s J.d. nhonc;, the President of the Lyell bryﬁpﬁ
Pederated I'iner's Ascsociation (I.Jl.0.0 Torcetully

c" i
indicoted,” miners hod been Cornn

length ol tine ovev7tho necessly HOEo rigidv

© - dnmpection of the mi ines on

Ao Dedly Pogth, 29 dpril, 1912,

C 5o Dadly Post, 19 October, 1912,
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’JOHWOCt of oroper precautions recsrding the undergrovnd

% o 2L

* . R e ey e .
work was shockiig nd mony miners had loft for sefer

~fielde interstate. The miners' glievanceﬁ vere compounded

Cwhen o young miner was lilled by a wocl Toll only three

et

weelis before tie mojor dicaster.
Tt was aL]eﬂed that the Govermient Tus ector of Mines had
od

that it was time trey ftook action into their own hands |

(¥

21

Ealjcd to . pOVLorn his proper duly end the mincrs decid

a0t}

Cin LLNdTD{ a way of forcing sefer underground working

Al

”{condwtioQUg _”he~”oﬁu3t wag that they selected their

© 0f the need for & second exit snd that ovsenisation.

own onock inspectors, betlter known ag 'worimen's inspectors!
-, to make = Lnozroagu ingpection of the mine, end renort

their findings to the Company office end to the Lyell

branch of the F.l.B.A. Dhe Company, MHahoudy claimed,
,hﬁd thrown every Oumible obstacle in the way of these

lnspeotlng workmen snd they were preventaed from insiatihg

ER 14

provision for a sccond merns of oxid feom

Tupon

iron ca” Ly

. Morth Dyell FWine. This leck of & second ey

]

- to prbve the most o

a;nificantVS'nwic ceuse of bhe

deaths only a few weels later.

)

The chéck ingpeclors did, bowever, notiiy The FJ'.E

informed Ogden and O'tYecfe, t ¢ Lelleh, for ﬁ&c~axcxn'
" These gentlemen then raised the issue
“and guestioned Emloahy on the gubject

Hulcahy,;howe#er, remained silent but

C‘

indicated, he was Jing oction of hiig

did not desire to co H”GPLQ7

]

During this time FMulcahy had decided trat the vhole

.

CLyeldl field needed a ..«2101"011,5}1 ingpoction and e contacted,

g

for this purpose, the sovervments of

oy N kS gy i T R
MedaWe anci Victos

6. Bleiney, ibid. p.226.
7. Daily Post, 11 Octbober, 1912,
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A afr~sultg 1t was arranged, uonheknorm to the miners and
d&lmeO?” of the West Coast though not to the It. Lyell
Compeny itseif, that the chief mining inspectors of 11.5.V.
and Victoria, men of the highest UH%l-,wath]u, shonlid
proceed to the nmnnnn field.

‘"he purpose of thelr visit was to gtudy the morety
conditions and the matter of adequate ins
The uorome irony of the situation wos that afier thesge
fjmen 1owen were met in Purnie by the Tromanian Chied
3 Trspocuo1, . Tvielvetrees, they procecded direcihly o
‘Mueenstown_ohly to hear thot the wivne they hed arrived
“to 'inﬁhaectf\wzCﬂEEOVJ aflame and the lives of zcorves

ol anors w¢“,endéng@redné

- They were, however, brave and active men and they
vperformed many dengerous feats bo aid the rescue of the
‘ftrépyed,minefso k

oy

On all sides, iulcohy wag preise”

N

vigorous response to the disaster nd
o .

for smoke protection ovuapuenu o Lo rughed ovee from

.

elbourne, His dOLlll ”Wlth the beresved fomilies of

the winers was OUuﬁ “W@DLLV kind and &yw“ﬁ%hotic and no

“

matter how bhusy he was, be did not refuse interviecwe wiith

families whose menfolk were abt riglh dr the mine,

CITublic f olwnu, however, began to run very hi.h
“wher it was reslized just how consistently winers

had pressed the Company and the Goveruvment o bebler

galety precoutions at the mine.. The vrxrgf‘mﬁuﬁ who hed

recently agitated Tor a gecond oo vier e

n the mine stones, or dead.

e

Attacks came pouring in upon iulcehy and the Lowl Iy
(Ecnnguangrn ‘
Reverend T.J. O'Donnell, the vicowcous Zomen Caiiolic
£

nriest of North-west Tasnanis sent o swilh e SIS0 SO

Barle, celling upon him, “as leader of the Twenitarien

teran s

s e A5 G A s

8, Bleiney, ibid. 0. 217,
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pdruy, ih vt places human lives above the drossz of gold..

Q*o donounoo unflinchingly the terrible Tyell scandal.
~THo ﬂdJOQTnmont of the House in gympubthy is needed?,

.. O'Donnell oontlnued,z“’the counbry demends, in justice,
The adjournment of the kinistry."”
Dwyer Gray, the recen i]y returned member for Iyell stated

“that he regarded the‘miners’ desthe os o recult of

-

carelessness by thoge respongible Tor the safety of humen

lives andcealled for the immediate dnpeschment of the
. . ' : -

Snerveless mmnlstry“ 0

After'the regeue of over forﬁy miners fron o stove

and tno CODfiTmC “deaths of the remaining ones, the izsues

. herdened ’md, once the initial shock and sugpense subsided,

3the-0itLerncuu‘cﬁne even further .o the surilace,

e

Tarle h 4 earlier intimated that the L

' Lo idhcdactiOn but hhld ite hend until
‘,;reﬂgscmoled,and the time way more  auspicious.,
When' this was (Lon\,,‘ rlOV‘IOV@I’, “hie moved e mobion that the

1

L Government, thoungh posgessed of funp Le knowlegse that the

. mine was dangerous,»had given first considerasion
to %he obtaininv;oﬁ dividends ond that hwaen 1ife had

Vf*b ren treated as & chondarj concerit, he goverisent chould,

hC“ﬂiOW@ r031¢n in shame

&7

Au_m¢>hL ho Lxﬂocted with such a serious ml*o~”»vuﬂ &

'long and,ucrlmonious“ﬂebate Tollowed, #nd contilinued Tor

Y

some days., Mulecohy, as the nindistbor reﬁgousi?i%

Mines Department, waes ©Obviouslyr in the hot seat

b 7

©wes violently attocked by the Cpposition. Te defonded

his setions valiently, end as the fincl divigion
the hObLCﬂ wab defeated fiftecn voles to fonrgoeﬁ»a

Of course Muleshy had his defenders a0 well as

One of “them wrote to the Ded wnder the

it

and he stated that 1ulcbhv oiven credl

Way in which he had put his 1o plougsh end done

9. Deily Post, 16 October, 1912,
10, lbld»

11e Daily Post, 24 October, 1912,
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" pomething to institute better conditions in the mine.
by apnointing inspectors from the mainlsnd. His

activity centrasted, Justice ciaimed, vith the uselessness
12

of ('TlTOI Minigters off Mines,
Dwyer Grayfanwwerad this letter in a seathing counter-atitack
”‘fin”whigh hn questioned whether fmle hy had, in fact,

fdone anything more than earlier Ministers in pre sebienl
Citerms, He had merely appointed an inspection srouvy wien
he ghould have got ahead and enforced th@rsaf@ty resulotions
that the miners had been aglteting fors1j
| It seems that it was Jus* pure nisfortune Tor ulcany
 ”t 4t tne ‘disaster should heve occurred just before the
!arrl alioi the insveciing fecm. The ap;onwtvwn“ of this
k :group @Oesy hOWGVGf, malke the noint that he was yr@p&red
i“/to insist that the Company would have to carmy out the |

’VupioiJ neas U\O“ the team might have gugres

He had given the inspectors very wide DOWETS.

’ "he outbreak of the fire at the precige time end pleace
it did, has been the subject of congiderable discusgion
for years since and évidentlykThe nossibility of
gabotage by the vindictive and half-craned brother of

o miner killed in an rarlier ac:ident ob Rorth Lyell,
“has mot heen overruled°14
Apart from the controversics ariocinge out of the Iount
Lyell disaster, Fulcehy, in this his sgecond Qewioa oif office
as’ o Winigter for Iines, again revealed hig excelleuce .

as an &dminJSLTauOT and departnental reorgonlLel

Tn his ministerial statement for the running of the Lands,
Works and Irines Devartment which he precented to the

Cfouse of hssembly on the afternoon of Augnst 29, 1912,

he outlined a visorous scheme of aid for the Iining Trndustry

of "Masmani .

12.  Dedily Post 21 Cetober, 1912,
1%, Daily Post 24 October, 1912
14, Bliainey, ibid. p. 227




-68~ ' ,
cahy had already held two oconferenceg, one in Launceston

‘and one in Z%eehan, at wh;ch he received practical sugrestions

[ 1a)

fromiboth“mine investors and mjne managsers as to the best
“melthod oi wiving OUCOUT&”PMOMM to the mining industry
gonerally, and of assisting particulor districto.
As a result, Iulcaby submitlted the Ffollowine schene
1

providing for the expenditnre of & gubstonticl sum of money

-

: R ; . . . L 1’)
. to aid progpecting and to open up new districts,

A cor*'¢n‘amovmt of deparbtmental reorgrnicabtion wos

necessaTy i theme'pronosals»wer@ to he carricd ol
‘effeCtively, so he proposed the apvointment of & second

Assistont-Geologist in ovder o involve the senior Ceologish

)

“in Tewer matters of meroWT adminigtrative significence,

f

7WT0 alﬂo urono ed the uU001ntnenu of =n aszaver nd 2

ENH

‘lD.lllJ,I].{j Ofl“H')CQI‘ WhO was‘uo regide in Zoeehan,

o

‘

'The crum of his sohem@ was, however, the appointment

ox four c:n;or'wion porties to open up new distiilcte with

ER

%T&Ckﬁa&ﬁdﬁto furriish informuﬁwon chout these areos Lo the

~ Deparitment. The areas to Le studied incluvded Fount Liwdsgy,

JEN) t

Sthe Tattle Wenty River s sonth-wegt of Zechien, the

the ii'ulo' 'Z'i& er and Mount Darwin, and the area around
War&tah,1 It was algo intended -0 nrovide, if nogzsible,

Cfor the prlor&tion of the country between the iaciuerie
FAorbour and Pord uuﬁﬂy‘@nd to mitudy the wineral ceuntry
isoxrﬁq‘auui @LH}E ol Tknuzﬁ Tarrell,

Ihe Zechon mining enginecr was to have the gerneral
direction and cupervision of the prospecting pertios,

‘ J

Congidering the dremendous didficuliies for the

Solomon CGovernment vogsed by thelr relicmee upon o

L4

mon, Ceameron, 1t says quite & Lot Zor thic fovernment's

ingenuity thet it wag able to caxry on ot all,

Ag Solomon pointed owd in the clocticn cum

the @lq“nlubru“ ve record of the Covernment wos 10 meon

achievenent under the circumshonces,

15, Jouvrnals

snd Fa pers o P oParidonent 1912 vol,

14 Jeu

e e
i wen

,~

N SV ATS

smiary, 1913,
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n Lﬂrﬁoly owing to iulcahy's olforts, a Mining
7f;vaoTonmnnL Act was pagged in 1972, Under this act,

»

»Nadvamcc rwero to be made available, by the Covernment,

\lOJ 1Ln¢ng %ﬂq for the. purch;se off mining machinery.

"vRO(ﬂeSL for such advances were to be accompsnied e

de Lnlkcd r€por on ‘the use to which the doan was Lo beo or

Ehlc vooort was to be studied by the Inspector ol &

Govermment Geologist or other professionsl of ficer ~
o o ‘ : 1

pnroved 103ns,were to be granted up to &1, 000, 7,

CAdvances bo “the sum oJV Z?OO ‘were als ’tb he made an ”17 @b"l @

“to'prospoé%ors end loangs weve ob“ﬁar‘bW for the
?st&blis]nonb or plants:f@r,gfusnlﬂg, ore dresgsing or

'ﬁq mﬁy‘b@' oon Lh even during this extrovely

T per ¢ou for the LLbGW”J Govern nent, Fulcahy

hsl

Lon“~nueﬁ,h1b Jlong tern golwcy of aid and encourascment to

?;thg‘ﬁinlmf Trdus bry.s It is undenisble, ol course,

5:;ﬁh9?;ﬁ%ﬁ%‘bill.wa5 highly popular with the DLabor larty

[ w

]

Qrvfw~lc1‘wwvu Lté_fnlllsupportp, Phis is probably the moss
‘meorcan TOJSOH for its successiul arosress thyon@h
3varJJamonl,yunu‘it was the only messure of sny sisnificince
'fo hﬁ enagbodgin thin session, |

LL ds rother irenic that labor proise for Malcany's

c,‘

ochVJtiv“Vin this sepect of the Mines Denartment worl

uhmulu b@ associated with Strid@n% 0*"L103“m of nig recowd

-~

o dn the nofter of mine lnsoo tion and the cniorconent of

¥

safety reguletions. The criticism thet ralealy end the

solomon GOVOwnnwnt vere prepared lo risk huamen lives rother

Than rﬂuk of”enﬂe to the canitalists of the ving companies

)

wos %nomho ohjection levelled by the labor onioneints,

“hov &0 boLd ot o statement of wulcahy wiilceh

oy pr o ooy ole [ B
ti—,-h@ T' L Ll ()

hig Hinaﬂ Department proposals For 1912 and ellescd

i}

indicsted o precarvedness to fide with

the coniteiia

Ahe workers,

Fudceahy s gt QICQ&OI wap as followss

,
LELS
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e

1m Tasmania, ig generally impogsible Wluhouu,,

The legitimate mining investor is a type

’.oi CLp]bDlJ L who degerves fair play, from both his lendlord
: i - ) . .

. Govcrnmvrt;nand from his emplovees, who nore often
Corofit bv hu

8]
e

L1

expenditure of hisg money +than he docg himpel:

h
g2 H

s

If A word may be‘“ﬂwé 1o season, wnd with the bost of

f

’iutenulonm~¢b::nls time. to the miners of Wasmania, it is

\jnto:aﬁk;ﬁhen‘+o”remomber what hag just been atated. The

Tluk uulwbou@ﬂ to mining oropositions requiring large
”oaumeI'l 50 ijy great that 1% ig difficult under

Jq

'uﬁauv LLILHMUU@RCOS u0’~et people Lo, £ind the moneys

but o when added b0 this there is the uncortainty essociated

with the presént l,Jour condltjonq, and @n evident invention
o demand inordina’c rates of woges, $ho outlook, L¥ such
) y 4

pOllCV is T‘IS;PG Cdn, will be very bad for,ﬁhe industry

thi;, t L ‘Tmrrw ig no hint here that winers should

Lonot he a3 rly ygaid, Thelr avocation ilg on arduous and
dangerous one, and they should receive enoush to live

Q”CONior”a>1y upon. But some of the best friends of the

;*worh S"uoLny Inow that the demsndg being pul Torword are

‘ wl8

L3 .

~,Jrvonu TS oﬂ&blo Tounds

”hiﬂ“stﬂuomonb ‘comi nﬂ only a Few months belore the
;hovnt Lvnll Disaster, in which the evident cause of go

o 1

‘Jnany Q@atns‘was due to the failure to listen %o the miners®

ﬂ%‘“nd reasonabhle C]dlmu, Ve nost wnfortunate for

‘]1?0 r, ‘umd necdless to ﬁ'x/, the Tabor opyoncats
oTouoﬂ Government dlu not no sitbote Lo romind Amiv”hv of

his words,

e —,




T

Unc 04 the other contentious issues in which.

'?uloahy we «‘nvolved'in~the‘ﬁarli&ﬂentary se9sion of 1912

'wﬂ nLQ”conLinned membership of a Cabinet which had

accey mdzthm'anﬂ01ntment of W.t. Bllison-Macariney as o em

'Govornor ol Taum&rﬁ“; e way An which this effected his

'To mtwon%hjn with the Home Rule movement in Tesmenin, is
x‘ncteSG:c':Lbod‘ "s . greater detail in the following chapter.

Th0,¢onolntwont o an ex c-Orange Grand aster to this

.

‘OTb 1b O¢JLCle po,l sion caused outhWOLs of indirmation -

“rom Lhm athollc«of leial | spokes mony “4he Labor moverent,

2, of oour from the Tasmanizn supporters of Home Rule
fox Ireiand, , . :

;ﬁVidéﬂﬁlyfEllison~Macaxtney had held hc Frwwo Fastor HY1U;Q
©of the Ovange Todge in Ulsber twenty-seven years ago.
';He,hadﬁsincé; hOWOvér, figured in politics on the Orange
“uzdu, having been re turned Tor an Ulster cons: titusncy

Tags o Unxoln;yb, and Eﬂﬁﬂ) by holding the oosition of High

J"

kntrin

b

y&n, the L.E?lQLﬂt of the Tasmunien branch of the.

© United Trish League, referred to him sb‘a'ﬁtron@ anti-lome
C Rule agit tator mxtethiﬁ;iqkﬂrobeWy on o exaggeration gince

L for yéarsvn@ had held a relatively apolitical sovermment
'ff§o$itjom'in‘z?‘“LinF*”“/had not taken eny significant
© o stend ﬂ~u1nm1 Fiome Rule for some yoars.
1 Del&ny, Jn jhbun? to the yggggggdoexpreésoﬂ‘pwineﬁ gurprige!

:atoﬁh@“anp01nwmcno" He ergued that o Govern fpoditicn!

- do not mettor, neither do hig religid

However, membonghipfof the Crange Doctiety oeydod

ag something quite different gince thig was on Orseninet ion

5

o directed wpeci icilly ageinst Catholics,

- An Urwmfeuau in office, therelore, amounted to an insult to.

é"'ﬁ&?,*tlic>.1..¢0b, k, uj Cowﬂudedo

19

oy, 4 Jenuery, 1913,
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i
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S

“Mhe Mondtor, of course, was {urious with Tl ‘tha

and WdTn“( dits readers that when e]octmun day cane,

e ,athnLLc e10<aor of Hobart smovld leave a blenk

joof mlcnhj'° NENEe .

~¢}1ﬁ;s’

S ; o . - 20
‘ot Catho olic educationa 1.clains, Danicld Burke.

,ovompfou a defenge of Ilcaby Lfrom the old champion
: , 5

Blrke cl “imeﬁ thet Malcehy was, Tor from a traitor, =

,pl§ﬂb el LLHOlJC,‘a loyel Trishmen, and the best winister

Tfor,%’nes $he, t Pagmenia had ever hads

”In"commx,,with”m&nvVOﬁh@r’O@%holioﬂ in the Wilmot

Olro old»f'”¢'Lee“'3ndjmﬂ@ni at the sthtenny on,%h@ DR

Ffoi the TE'-Qnu’cw to - malke Mol1u¢col capital out of thisg

*pu ine **5 and 1 feel certa ln thet this declarabion 4o

bhO CLJho Le hodv Lo boycott M. ulcahy et the elections

over the yeors epd perheps

o

‘iWLl* he. fQSCﬁiea, and bring about the very opposite resuli."

th:Sp@ed nd determinat ion with which the i

e

attacked Mulcahy on this matber ig rather surprising mder
the

T

10 circungbances. Tt denunciations were coxtromely bitter

~and in%emp@raﬁe COnﬁidﬁanf ‘the lovamcy with which imleahy

a?x Ly “upheld the (3&thO]“LC edncational stend in Parlimeent.

'Ft own uhereﬂor@ only be concluded that the [Fonitor had

»;Dhnn &lebﬂﬂ“ guch an opportunity to rsun for Iulcehy,

L @ﬂil Jabor'cun&@pcios‘had boen becoming wore menifest

nitor disgust with his falliing

FENA from h,ufwﬂrlior Catholi ocﬂalmnhmoc atic princioloes

{,COn%TlOﬁﬁ@h gremt]J to th@ b:itornomn of the attack,

T

nitor, 22 Jonuary, 19175,
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.eaby should be siven credit for being one of-

:

the,firhb neo pie inithe “t&t@ to foresee. the advantoges o

“Pagnania whch would reg uwt from government ovmoership
“~,f‘and conowol of hydro-cl *cnrjh”ty ceneration and trensnlssion.
= On %ovcmhgr 21, 1912, & Select Committee was ap ointed to

ook JHLO nhm financial position of & privabe company, the

?Hydro«%]ecﬁ?ic Power and Metallureicel Compeny, the nroupccus
Cool ite Chcmué”and the terms on which the rights of Lhe
Lo . 21 ‘

Y - . N s g, = v - o =
ot bekacqulr@q by tn@ Govermments ™ IMembers o

.,,( ,

'nCmM>nvrn

N

the ! 100* Committee 1n cluded ¥ulcehy, John Tarle, Palhayp,
"kOgden, Lyon /, Dicler ond Valentine.

The . Company waﬂiknown'ﬁo be in financial difliculiics

B

pony representatives themselves pointed ont, this,

@lf,/was no valid Tﬁ&son'for the Government inguiry

L.,

“the * pos ihility of buying wmt the Compony.

uvrn(d out, %ho Comp-ny wag notb amiious to gell.

TR 10d4itﬁ oresent financial straits as merely o pegsing

‘Lo~o@ ov“rcomo and 1t had confidence thot 1t wounld

[

0 be able to iz)JLl ite uol Leations under the Comnplex Orves fct
o bo have CPUOL@d ond established eloctrical, mwGFT?urxical and

Emeltihgywork& rcquirimg.B,OOO HePa by 1914,

The Odmmittnefnmwra the evidence of sceveprsl Direochbors

ot *L‘hc" Cfm:zpany s dnce: I}K ing the Chaimmen and the I 71»”:’- (R
hl

D rector, and ascyfr‘\ermwi that +the Company woo ];Lmolgrnto

«

coed in its nepotiations for the extra capital necossory
to carry out its works. It concluded tnat the Compeany hed

no wish o sell out to the State;, and that it wos cutromely

doubtlful whether the State, wnder the Complox Oresm Act, nad

eny legel right to intorVemc alb vhisg juncture.
This inibial investigation did not, therefore, Teod to suay
a2lteration in the cxisting systonm of'ljy(t?0w~@1fxctzxic DOV

.

Coeneration ond diglribution dn Tacmonia. Ghe vrivete conr

Vs Lo push chead with its schome Jor povorabing pooe
-
21, Tapmonias Journals cno Pavers o Paprldonent, 1912




Greet Leke and bringing it to Hobard.

[ b

1fhe;

owevor‘fcon ldoann RuWthJ g well-knowi convictiong

;@Oﬂ@ﬁrnlng inc 10“'rabjlluy of »ublic ownorship of major
public uL,,Jtleu,fLLG'u@lo kY Committoe anU“Li“”u30“‘
2 Big mifieant, It reveals Mulcahy'm intenge concorn for
Pogui bLlLLL,u which tuo effective wbilization of
“**{ydi%5~e] cbzuxp PO <9T;\<ﬂﬂld. Dan;, to the State in the Form

of abtra c+¢ng meinland wnun"wrlo" end in the locol treoatuent

P

‘ ‘“ﬁom

0T o

Wﬂ“n?n1<n

1

The COVCCnmont i‘\“OVﬁr oT Lnn .Y, dndustry was not

‘dﬂtll 1914 Nh"n the Company's difiicultice hod

”,incr od TO uuCﬂ an. Aucﬂi LnQ% it vies willing‘uo It the

: hov"“mnjni huno contvolg That year, therefore, John X

]

. G P T
(ORT R VRN FRSRC AN S

(..)“'

on Dchalfrof ig uaoor”boVevnmemu; boughs

"Ioct”lc Uon y Thus prbviding for public control

verv wnoortde sburce of power in Tasmanlis,

, {u]c hy' un~ovt'for this step as far back as 1912
rrvo L Lim’anor@01 tion of the importance of public control
| 1 |

of =n 1ndnstry 50 Vil to the State.  In teking thin

‘he had the support of such L unch and active Loboy men as

;thnTEarjw4andrO@ﬁon;‘ Tb‘im therefore rather tregic Lhet

N G)T v enho of Lhc uolomon Mindstry s uouTG s e 80

”?*';CHMDW LO,J‘WJmcﬂ trd hw‘jir@m the Tabor Party in Tasmonia.

L 22e Mesmenis: Jouwrnals end Peoorgs of Pardlisment, 1914,




I

vJ..

'V“”ﬁ‘()\J
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- but,

however, the casting vote

did not

electi

It is nOCbSﬂafv to by outlas  ome of the
T e poliﬁic&l‘@vento of the Bolonc: doveriweont in oruver o
i ~ounderst und«the dﬁlemma ol dulcaby and the Libheralao,

situation crented by Liberal
John’ﬁazle, coon after the initial
‘Bolomon Govérnmen%, moved that ministers
ce of members. Fortunabclv for
of the Speaker 3:‘@
l@vour of the Governmenti.
UJnow“l@ sucoessfully obtained
no erid the enbsrrosgment of Uwréha

MQ

eleC'tiogz'z,s, held on Jenvary 23

in the defeat of Caneron

;su]boﬂ
oel

the

-

CL

wheé Ancreaso

Libheral majoz~

@t . T g
ong Liobhoy had

dLLO” ing o

the votltes gaim@d were o digtributed thet toney Pound no
vvmronsion in additional r@p?em@ntmﬁimn ine tho Houge of

Assembly . "3.‘1’1(;11;3]11‘ the res
Tor the $010mon‘miniut;y
P ’ the semblance but not the
: had been thwarted. Ghe- o
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gult was in fact,
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wwnoo it had been

reality of powor,

1omorn.

adiminilsgtration contlimied
g to retain office, mecoures of
“to be avoided ot 2ll costge
an all-ouv stresgle when the
and the Dobor Party considered

0pHOI uni%y 1o gain whatlt 4t Dol
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”unldahy poihtod,out that if the porties bhecane abs JluQ]]

?bquai (isee by means of a "dbor victory in DCleOE), a

‘Jjulssolutlon wou]d be necessary and a general election

iovm,ablo.  Au Laaor uupport@rs h¢“*cnoﬂ T poinﬁ{out,
]OWObe‘ﬂ t WOHLG be the Winisters who would have

 7au o] 05¢on§ not the 1aoor Parbye: |

B The

“pave #hO»uabor Party grounds for hepe should a general
. J 2

mrc reased Dabor TonTougnu‘i’on since 1907%

Qcﬁovcman bco me nee G“aryu In 190) Labor had three

fwoﬂ oscnbauﬂvgu; in 19009‘ S0V en members, and in 19 19, twelve,

In- 91@, Laoor repres Gﬂ%qblOﬁ had flpﬁﬂ to fourteer:, o mumber

: 25 . i
wh¢<h w as again returned in 101)a Hence, Labor was envitled

,;t0>b“ qu te optlml Yic. MdbOf mom aid foel, h0w0v~r,

“he d 1 bor 1 @onuid@rﬁd,Denlmon io be @ life and death siruag:
and W@f9x+qgorting to 8ll sorts of tactics to minimize Tebor

“chences.  The'Daily Pogt, for example, angrily cowplained

£

that Lu?cahJ hed given the I

reyury coples of hie Town fall

)

speech: hours before its deadline but he had cefused to give

~one to the Daily Post :ln time for it to make political comment

. upon what he had Nugdaa
! 1
)

R@Wﬂrdlogg Of the exertions of the Tiberals,

“Denison blOPGIOn was a babor vichory and the

Uomment@u hop@Lullv;mha% the anneal Lo the v
wag thought must immediately follow, would result in ihc

100uxo1 of o Tahor Government. Daboir had

foried & brief wook long government priow

bt it had only been in a period of reovgani

- the opngosition forceg. How, for the ldrst lLiae
Cnistory, it looked as if Lebor would he given 2
R A LI ) 4 o - g DRI . P
opportunity Lo reveanl i oz”ObﬁMLA&lg
To.othe intense disgust of Labowr, however, tho Gover

aid not. z2sk for a d

isgolusion. tnlo(»v‘ clectoral compmond

Januory, 1914,

3. Januery, 1914,
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.mnmb tho Fovcinmon would he oolwwﬂd to call Tor & dis uomuﬁwwn

1oui tnore be & Labor victory in Denison, was € rarovm

"Oa(x at hlm-by‘the Lahor press when it was stated that thr

«jGQV@rmmemt“had‘called, ingtead, for a reécess of three weeks,

o During Fhl“‘poriOd the Labor press fulminsted apainot the

A

“Tiberals, accusing they of deliberately delaying an clection

Cwhich t'&i@y Jenew wonld prove Fatal to then.

s oa wonhlno basis for some of

Cwes Just oo result of Tabor fruatration at the delay, thore

Lt also rwgod againgt Paleany, accusing him of {lagront

L

“J)o tical owaiWJJ"ul nis '

Alinmxﬂmmo % of‘ﬁu& anjumus directed agalnzt ruleshy

o

i

N

thedr criticisms of Iulcaby.

v e had,@n~dl@ﬁming hemd@ncy to play to the gallery, o

Cowin applanse end svoport by directing

his effores Lo ~id

)

oy cerbain groupﬂwhosg«oupporﬁ he desirved to goin,

oof “ﬂi1v,r cand public WOThS for that area. O conrse,

This hhd already become clear in the election of 1903 when

She had Louycd the: far “OWonwwo with e ooy ”<“wt pwomiwes

Cu

VOO Ve
LR o

e had di'lo;t@ the dssgues, but his

fi(;lci,

4- ey

A,spccific,axamplc,of such‘oourﬁing vapopul&rihy'in bhie

povjod was on the ecéaglon . of an official vieit ol Tulceby

o

50 wwankw1nn: Here herdesired to win the supoort of thwe
it growers so he threw his support behind the threatened
moerch of the yluit srowers onto the whavves during o dock

strike, just at the time when the Arbitration Courds vius

ttemptingabo e LLWO the problem,

~ Puch o stand by Mulcahy, was taken by the Lobor movement,

a8 an indicatxon thet the Tiberald Parby dn Wozmonic, o oon

the mainland, desived to foment industrial trouble on o Jarce

ooseasle in orxder bo carzy out o crack-dovm on bhe nwelong,

Al uj1011~]1, undouvbltedly, such a viow was uwnjuetitied io the

Ceankliin. enisode, Iwleshy shouwld hoave been aware ol Ghe

1 4

VEA ”n which big actions could be internreted and hove acted

2. Daily Tost 11 Pebruary 1914,
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S with more nOTiti el caution. Dack of tact, rather thon eny

“Jleﬂwonco to a nxoaL capitalist conspiracy, wasg his
:";:‘ . g(} .
AT fenlt in this case.

; v

. mmbered, and finully, on April 6, 1914, Dolomon wisg

eanwhile, the days of the Solomon Govermesnt verc

Obligdd to stand down after being defeated on April 1.

As the Dailv Pogt commented sarcssticidllys

"o know nothing else by which the Colomon ministry

,

©owill he ‘renembered - but/“1ojr d@ n”'ate ak u@mpts'ﬁo, ne
e 20
i

prolong exiztonce des 3eTVe the recosnition oi hisbory.® ‘
VThe_&efggﬁ of Solomon wos he coccasion: for a Finol owbburst
.agaiﬂ&ﬁ”%mloaﬁy: o , :‘ ; ’
e (& nlouom) hud e migfortune of being rdensd

H

“with the honourcble Rdward livle ohy.  The Latten,

I N b B B o e o ,i oy v G e e Ty e
pogoessing o good denl of energy, wog sliogether

N T ; . . . . .
Lo an’ te c and d;scretlon, aod sueceadod only dun okl

2 PR S 4 ey o
is curldifications

L enemies wherever he went. 7

more Titted to be o Cmer of Rugsic, then o mere Migister

T

even in the omoll ptate of vasnaniae Leodw

Lo he hes done more to wreck the Solomon administrstion then

anyone or @nythlng 0loe. " L

I dgeratiher difdicult to gregsp thie reosons Tor such bivtornes:

d

o

Cagaingt Mulcaly . . One would'have thought that

"t

bio netivities
in accldentally assigting the downTall. of the olomon
ministry would have won him the hogtility o bis own

VhIL“ roather than that of Labor, wnd, as proctically no

-

EN
ot
o

legislation. was placed on the Btatuse Book durdng the

Holomon regime, Labor noat JJALV conld 10%
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!
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Ferbaps, at its basgis, e Lotor denowon the
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roesult of disgast thal o man who, thov: 00
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cpome basically democratic views, such ag, for exanple,

“heliel 'in the value of gtote ovmershipn of specified public

v B e Y e e
Dedly Poot

- Do o

8%
Cutilities (expressed as late as = veport in the

of 9 Janunary 1914 ), wninproved land value texotion,
’and'auyport'for the Tome Tule movosent of Trelond,

~should, when it cane Lo the finalltesting ground of

decigion, remain yirmly in the anti-Labor cimp.




o1

EOR CEAPTHR. §IX

the Daily Yoot

Preagident of

Ih‘eariy 1914,

Ryan,

e
publ

*ianchﬂ h;mp
-

Chey

[y’"lum

fhe United Irish Teamue, violently

;:]1,t
evidon%]y,dogorved this

A

i

VL 16

’goi Gdward Fuloaby's

ot

@b&nr had,

s

ﬁﬁXb
‘ te

\J(

l(_:l (.].\f ]

;X,Voﬂt the aftor this at

.\3 =

igﬁuo nvoivod
faleca ”h@d

5

COJ@ldeT,C,lepal; to be one of

e in the state, he hed not vecoived a
iﬂV¢uuinﬂ to o big Home Iule mecthing.
Ryan. JlﬂLmOU that newbers of all public wssociati and
J&Tli@%&hﬁ&?l&ﬁﬁs lrvasgec%ive of claos, cread or porty
vad, bogniinviﬁeﬂi JuLeahy alleged that it wop, in foot,
Labor g&tﬁ thet he had been guite osteutocicusel
;exoiudow des spLte s whet Fu]c&hy felt to be his long n¢story
2 EAOWMEKS”‘aCﬁiViﬁy~fOT the cause of Trelond,

accused

the.

and of

‘fmurloﬂuLJw“‘

United Trish League of monopo

“]fl

outhurst io nocerso

Ja
G

1

a‘lett@r

the Tasmanisn branch
uked

LI.IL@ {

~
L)a

wL in q”rnTo th JWD’W% wag, Letters publisgh i

however,

aparently bocn extrenely annovco ﬁOCWUuCJ

e

Torenost

B R DR |
Loing Irish

sentiment o Jdigeriminoting againgst hin
xp@?ﬁ 1jv.3
CThe Fo Jdowing ig an extract from Mulcaby's letter to yan

in witich he expressod
‘ijcjxizf

Vﬁpmﬂvcw

his contempt

card of invitation heg he

'God Sove Trelsond®, to which

»’»‘ - e mde " 2 oo oy - - . - N .
“bhenﬂmt Lo Trishmen wi never hear Lo

o 1ittle i

VNI
Fuleoby?

0 can
cwn

i

countrymen gset u geie! &ho

"] e
P S )

amies

5 T statenent revenl 3

o

he ar@uso& cx)?om$on o7

and

'
in

e
Ll

Zee

Vo

Qe s

o it tho
add Yfrowm
one 0 thedr
themﬂ”&

CRByan, who, in @« letiter throuch the nress to ulceehy,
t0o ]p his senviments get the better of o

13 July, 1914,

iy

clarify
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‘“”hc II‘ sh in all parts'biﬁ*@1@ state foll mome

 diSup*OLan@ni in finding,oﬁe,who’%egan Lie public life
viith' nwocr LL; ideos imbued among the Tdbersl and |
Labor enylronMOnt, with some promiso of sound nobional

:.prinoipivalbut sradunlly developing a tendency of
Toding dovn\’ ing

\/,

tead of 'geltting upt' in the en FHimebion

Lnoao‘WMo trusted you. Idke to Feogh and sadleir,

and Peter’ the Packer, ever infamous fric din the

"fmot O:lanaaiyour DolitjcaW~bhanme°@omeﬁhat regenble

;haeb~ worst of Irish politic “] rﬁanﬂwd;u to porty and

prin ,#JIO for in cetiing wp a Lititle ahove-

s s
Lhelf ouuniLymenn“

Afte this onv‘aught, Rvan then procceded to

denmolish ,mu.lcahy' s oreputation g a lome uler.

"The moot obvious: and recent ground for evtech

lay in nuWCauy‘“ continued membership of

-

Tule Cabinet whi c,m in 1915, had ccotuslly

[ N Dy S PP T -
2PRO: intment of W.G. Fllison Hacartney, on

(trend Masgter and signer of the Ulster Covenond,os
=zjnov@ynor of Tasmania,
‘;uxm]i, perhap& the most ploring iliuebrati Lon o mnleahy vg

-

absorphi on”into the political establishrnent of

he
f‘anu’lc‘ms undeniable that if Talcaby's sympathies.
~for ITLSh Home Hule W@rey in fact, as decp and gennines

ns hc vea gl%ahih“, he would have resioned hig

portfolios in the Solomon Paniptry at this juncturc.

iie failure to do go incurred him the orgoniszed hosbility
of the Roman G dAholic hier: crehy and the Trich notionaliod

2 's detbter in defencse of Tuleoahy dndlested,” the

1y

itor had been earaged to the point of calling
Catholic electors~0fVWilmot Ho withdray eny electoral supnort

Lo Tulcaly.

b, 1% July, 1 314,

22 Jopuary, 19130'
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‘ ‘ ﬂyun then wonL on to put the case that b ]c@ny

f;hud 1ot only Jumlrd on o ﬁﬁe'Home Tule bondwagon vhen
SAT wos becoming organimed, popular and respectable, 7
‘7bu“ also dmplied that he did thig Tor vote-cabehirg ey 003

o Certainly, until about 1913, the Irish Roman Cetholic

bloc in hi@"con@titvency was a loyal basig of pup

nort

“;and,it<wdﬁ VltuL]v necesgsary for hjmyto revain trhig
éf,llcgg;:i-‘enoé. . Ryan claimed that mosth Tasmanian 11i0h
‘*na%iomdlis%S'of lLong standing certainly did not number
~Mﬁlcﬁhﬁ*aMOng their renls. ﬁIﬁ was argusd thot Fulcshy,
Tor example, had not been a wember of the old M '

“dociety, the G, Patiick's Fetbional unviﬂ1vgdcf~"ﬁ

H

(11 ah birvh and - long vears of residence in Unemenio.

L3

LS

AHJ’

‘fHe was not involved in 1?@ velcome of Loriorty after nig
et of‘impriéonwont in Vestern Australis, nop woes he

' bomaecte@ in'wn} way with the reception given to the Irish
;eméoyg Yalshe, in mls‘,vwizfqn'to colloct Tundg for the
Land Teague in 1881, It ghould be ermphasiszed thet the coune

i

cof Trigh Hationalisa in this pevicod wag suffeoring fromn

‘pregs opnosivion and public antipathy owiag o the violence

of ymﬂﬂﬁwmmm@ exirenists. In

3

Helohe hod

found lu’imposrlblc o obtain public buildines Drowm which
. 5 !

In 1839 the pillon and Cox delegations visited ’

Q&Smania’ﬁnd Bdvard Jchshy and Meory So1 e

”HOPOdeL?ﬁ of the welooming comitblee, Lealiy o

‘mgsociabion with orgonized Trish FMationallon
begin here. During the visit of these deleossiic

the ecauvse had the support of prominent Hiborals;

press (with the exception of the Dercury)
Q
;atholic hieroxrchy.”

v rogst, 15 duly, 5
Go John VWilliams, Trish Del

4 continved,
No]

gations to Yegmeondio 10080-19174 0.4,

e Abid. pe 19




o IY dis signis

‘”h¢s coincided t},ﬁ“
,lecture tour, not an official visit., e Jound the
cause no very well developed <dn Tasmania, bulb this
the Jrlsh caus
CHdwerd Iuleohy was aSSOCxauol with
arrange hig
welcoming commnit tea which met Davitli's vrain

These activities zre 2lgo overlooked by Ryaon

more lrom hig democratic ctbtitudes to the land

played a pert in the Davitt

This was due %o rthe contemporary respectability:
viiich the Irish Perliamentery Pority bad gained through

ite alliance with Gladstonian Iiberalism,

Tn this ‘7mbaihzt1c environment, Mulcohy could goin much

cwhidlet risking Little in associating himseld viole-

- q

heartedly wiﬁh reoep%ion“ fox the Trish envoys.

“icant that aLcnhy's activities in this
Ou.LOd are entirely omerlooked by Ryan in the atiack

1914,;&nd 1t is therefore impossible to toke his

“attacks as being basedkupon'a strictiy fair ossesoment
Cof Iuleahy's aggociation with Irish Kationalism in
- Tas 1¢u13-LLe

Tno next visit was that of Fichacl Davitt in 1895,

-
Lt

,peridd of disgillusionment

,_and,apathy in regard bto Irish affalrs which £oLlownd e

i

Pornell wplit.,. Devitt had come out on a Hrivetbe

‘marked the beginning of consisteut Tebor support for
50

se, a couse which the Labor Parity had virteally

L appropriated by 1914 according to'?chghyo

chis visit, being

-responﬂi‘le for selecting the reception comitlbee to

1”5:1_Y~c>3°fu"y Tor Hobart. e also led. the Hobard

.

. "|

-
o

:

Yogsibly Fulcahy's interest in the Davitl visit

iogsues than from cny deep and periarient interest in

Trish Netionslism Leahy ' role

a man Like Davitt was dircctly in accord

the democratic image hﬁlcahy possesced at this
his career. It dg dnly of

80 cannot be greculated unon

T T T o e

10 Widllians 1bid. pe 35,




o Mudeshy Sid@d'with he Catholic hio

.»“ uy 1906g the Irisn Parliwq@ntafy Porty had been ros-
Cunified wnder John Redmond. Phe locel bLroneh of Ghe
HS.U ited Jrish League was . evidently gaininw in n“estideb
under th@kdrr zidency of Wyan and this organization
noped to gain glory for itself durimg the sropoged vigit
of the JIrish envoys, Devlin and Donoven who were trying

to ralge money For ledmond. ﬂ;ﬁgggigx renort of 8 mecting

ARSI
held to organize a reception for the envoye reveals the
aspirations of the United Tr'“ﬁ Lorgue gquilte clearly,
rE vchy in oreventing

the United Irish Leagne from doninwuing-tbe proceodings.

,:altogetherg» It im QUitevE iiely that the mutusl, antoaso

between Ryan and hulcahy origineted somew

time, Ryen's clein fox"m1e‘ehaixwumqshig.vnzf
“and the position given to the Coadjutor Big
The Honitor cormiented eriticaliy on the behaviour of
Chiyan and the young men of the U.l.l

ol

Fo mention io n;do~‘1‘1bL0wa'“ being sgsoci

ated

+ B

officielly in ony woy with the Haszcllown, Donovon o
Cion of 1911-1912 the Jeast vigit

5

envoys Lo Tosma ni?o ”he uaboy Ezriv and the Cotholic

Redmond delog:

hi@rurchyksecm to have essighed in the civie reception
ut the old‘VIJLDT“L‘ agsocintion with the covse seoons toi
have diseolved oway oompjctotya

Thig hardening of the 'Libheral' attitude oconrrsd despihe

-

'contempor&?yflriﬁlsﬂ Tiberal sympathy for lome Iinle,
Undonbtedly the reason for this is connected with the
ropid wige in the political expecteotions of llc

in Yaomonia. AS pened in the

feonservetivest and Ylibgrel in common

)

Lebor, ond if retaining power neant droooin

]
LV % e} '> o1 A 0o .~-‘ oy % 8 ey el me g e S ) e 2y ey e '
WL C COLL L j_ O (SRR SR o L@ COLuIuea o adioal Ol GenQecyragLe

the narty in powsr was orepered to do it

e




= In ' fact, 1:]1'10 la sL vears of ' fhe 'liberal' yule nnder

gole Tor

golomon were no more than an wngesnly strug
retaining ofrice. ‘Nothiung very construchive was
legislatively accomplighed ond the regime ceventually

ip after prolonging the hondover to

- habor for For longer then was justifiable. .
’ Bagically, Ryen's criticism of Hulcaby bod boen
,; b“scd on the al 70WdolOn that Mulcahy's support for the
CIrish thOwatloqﬂ was pure pOliulCPl opportunism.

‘Hiﬁ \uond could &lso.boflnuerpreued, howwVer, &8 an

»ext@nuimn of ais lovaity Lo the Roan C&th@lic Churen

which 1is wo ,mdj a okm'wn to his felitjcu¢ aetivities.,

o) b

stent in thet whenever the,

Mulcahy“waé:cér inly cons

Irish envoys were w&rw?y swpnortod by the
himeseld became clogely . dnvolved. ’

A Famel LHU*“HNPLHLLOJ oF‘V"lc&hy?S Trish Nobionaldmm

[
§

could be thet it wag a matier of the highest princd

A

ﬁ)ll‘?

bo hims Thic argum@nt can be backed up by civing g
Jongr and.wellm&rgued case for Home Mule vhich ho owd
~befon c the Senate:in 1905, 15 :
Thies c?w@ in a debote on Fhe motion "That in accordsnce
Cwith the mosd treasured traditions of

Cand Bw,u“ sh Justice,snd for the cementing

v into one hormonious whiole,

4

'tﬂﬁh Home Rule shonld be gronted to Treland,

fmlcohy was the chief,‘and'cortainlv the wost woell-aroued

~

and vocal, gpecker in defonce of the robion

evidently been stung by the gation made

Ghotb vﬁn o lome Tulers

Fraser, en opoonent of Home
ceve absolubely disgloval,

in a long end impasaioned Sﬂu@ch, hie presented the cape

Home wle by reference to the opiniong of Drorcinent

Inglichmen and Protectants such as Dean cwifh, Johm Stuer

L, Jozeph Chamberlain and Loeeky, the historion who

L

17 Commonwenitih rerliementory Deboles 1900
9

LY
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all rmcognized‘ ﬁomvaryind cvi~ntg, the just

V;'blaluun»‘Th@ nauon had obvious

o i ETY

hoen carefull

and ”bOhndOd*ijl quo%athns from prominents

' works on the subject of Ireland.

CALL told, Mulcahy made an atdinireble case for lome wles
T should be ewmphoasi izod, howevorj that by 4his Time

the cause had become highly. respectable cppecially after 1t -

e

the Libnla? i

was tak@n up with determination by

Dritain. Mulcahy Was thusTby‘no means being particularly

f
b ave or 1ndwr0ﬁd@ toin doking. this stand in 16085,
. E

‘ﬁin_ pooch could b@kLnu(roxﬂcoﬂ as merol; a- ghandard tyno

“of defense of the Home Rule posln¢0no . S .
Muleohy 's ergument with Ryan was, no doubt, loss

447 LEI A

“fiSignificaﬂt than i+t may appear in this secetion and the

prime reason for. the 0¢Lourppv“»heﬁween the two men mey

o perhaps be geen on parby L noeg.

 Ryan .was a menbor of the Labor Perty, Mulcahy wos not ond,

morcover, hoe resented the Lebor Party's appropriation of

thv bdu“b of Irish Home Rule as ilbs own gpecicl procoive. .

i B oot prermeprn
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Cnnclusion

hu?cahy’s poljimzul carcer in the Tesmanian Hous

oxr

1)

)
L

ol

Asgenbly in the years 1891 4o 1914 is indicavive of the
ditemma of an advanced Liberal conlronted with the risc

cof an dncreasingly powerful Labor Party.

In 1891, wh@n\h@ First entercd polities, the worling lassen
of fagmania, or, at least, those elements of the working
class who»wero politically avare onouwh to take any inteoroot
" in guch things, were obliged to r_¢y upon radicalg o

adv onced liberals of tho»midLme or upper renks In gociety

to oresent - the case for reforn in such matbers ss ¢

representation, working hours.and conditions, snd Jond
L b

legin] ,,1ona, They had no Uarllammntar& representatives of

tnnlr own who were toltallyv devoied o the ad
vl

political int ‘2?@6*0»* of the working clags.

'

situation, of course, the workers would tond to

gl o Aoy Ao A Voo e TGO Tt 0 PO S S
votes bo those who geeomed begt able to TONPCEONT Uholy views,

However, oo there was no pledge-binding, voting nattorns

1

in the Touse tended to he higbly fuid and The rerowners

frequently di ‘aggointein

The year 1914 ig oxtremely significont in Tosmenieo
poliviesl hig lo ry Lfoxr it saw the b@glﬂﬂLﬂg of Joha B&rlo’s‘
Labor }ovmrnmcnu goon to be challenged by the contentious
Ccongerintion derate end the cconomic cvnd socinl A5gfionlt e
of the'var'you 3. Degvite these problnma, however, tho

hrief two yesy repime represented a triveph Zor the

lesses of Tasmanie in which they nroved,

that their representatives vere copable

sdministrotion of the gtate =and of 1ns

d&velopmcnts ag the tolkeover of hyermelcctricity

The votitical carceor oif

betvoen these two detes and in

roed Lollowing the formation of the

3 T OMNY BTy ., o] 2 . -~ s -
in 1903, Mulcehy Ffound hinsels Tiwnly on 4




Undoubtedly, Puiconyvts o drift intoe. the

conservative comp was a resull ay -different foreces:

.

ngervative Ne.l. Lewilg’®

‘Lhw opyP unwtw for office in
aumlnlsbxdilon, the'experiencé of winigterial power

© which he gaincd in running the demanding four desartments

U Lwﬁs,ﬂmﬁm,Mmmsemdhaﬂmwgﬁﬂ“Wﬂsﬁiﬂ18N‘~?9ﬁ,

o0 the gtridency and bitverness ol vhe labor atlacks upon

“him as a traitor to the nas O(ht ,,,,, Jahor movenent, his
yoriod in the IFederal Senate, ond the a1 GU”L‘V evoTiving
' 2

B e P A

indepOﬂd@nﬁ.political organization‘of,Laoor were probably

all f%c%ora[tmodi o to meke Mulesmhy v

t
side,  He had obvious ]y made thilg choice well belove

poiitical ends would be:gerved bdtter on the nd L*]J)Q:

<
{
1
ks

')¢“‘%@conc SHit i office undor Folomon 1201914,
¥ 1 period of office undor S0 ot 1912~1914

During thie vegime, Muleeshy vas congidered by the

o

Lebor opposition 1o be ﬂovo“Tlng i

t»)
-
[Ne B
e
N
¥ ol
b

£

)

Liwm ovponent of Labor.

statement scemed to cons

H

cepitalists rather than the miners of

yvobitude wés later to be thrown back
Tehor Par 15 in 1ight of the subsequent Fount Lyell ‘
Diganter, However, durd ing his second period of office, 0s
during his Cirgt, Mulcahy wes glven ciedit Lo being o -
excellent sdministirator with a

aporeeiation of the
zmuovt,n ce of minerals To thean» “nj“n ecobomyo ‘ ‘
His role in the negotiations with Yoe Hydro-electric and.

Metallurgical Compeny roveal him to bive reclized the -

3 . Wit PO
PO ealocpire power

potentiol future significance of hy
wbilizetion for Tasmonia.

Howevey, bio eventuol todal, eotringeunent from the

Labor perty in Tosmania hsu ite

tulechy hod never combletely given u
democratic deas with which he had been imined

condly pariicmentory years. The

Se

vas hig belief in the cconomie

Lhidness of

ovmership of large businecs enterprices whorevoy
PR ey [T S T ey T R T B T
congidered practicable, He alsgo rotiinoed his suonord

" oA
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those more

a more ]u“t collection of state revenue from

inancially fortunete.

The Tasmanien Tabor Party recogniszed

bic very eons idercble adwinistrative talents

nevertheless, stignatized asg an encmy

v

In the weltoer aﬁd confusion of politics

but he was,

~othe "fusion' and decigive two-way division

‘politics, the Labor press would have ar
I ’
agbray somewhere along wthe linegxﬂefhad

pidetend for this he was never Torgiven

1ahor mon,

ff%er the defeat of the Solomon Govermnent

Tlcohy continued to sit in the Assembly on

benches until 1919 whon he again had =

(]
K

Senate beforo uis f.“al retirvenent

Hig reel talents, however, were not

©ectuel control of the ruaning of a depaitme

A thoush C&pr7C at times of -Llong,

addresses, such as, for exomple, his defence

Male stond for Yreland which he presented

1 E)()_) , Fulcehy wag not usually gdiven to
“e was more 4 man of amction - h?ﬂ dis
In the long term, Mnlcahy'must be

I

his running of the Hincs Department in

i

"A

SOUES1L0N,

s gustalned interest in mining and tho

~put foreward for the more effective Studv
. ol

e

Coast of Tasmaniza, reveel him Lo have
and opbimism Tor the ecomomic po%@ntial
Thie Taith again becomes apparent when

[}
oushed a greot deal of his

olitical div;s”onslduring
pwf1¢ mentory corecr were transient,

to look sbove the wraﬂ07§nts of

s ey Py e g
et
parny

a Tasmeanian administrator of very con:

sidaerable
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